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_Bridges: A Photographic Essay 

Into Cumberland County 
Robert G. Crisr 

M ost of the white settlers who invaded the Indian land which became Cum
berland County had to negotiate a stream. For the first centllly arriving was 

a matter of rafting or fording the Susquehanna River or the Yellow Breeches 
(Callapatscink or Shawnee) Creek. 

A5 the result of a spate of road and bridge-building that had followed the re
strictions on sea travel inherent in the British blockades of American pott cities 
during the War of 1812-15, one could on 16 October 1816 first cross the River 
dtyshod. The Harrisburg toll bridge replaced Harris's Feny as the crossirig of 
choice. It linked the Philadelphia to Harrisburg roads with (1) "the Old Wagon 
Road to tl1e Potomac" (re-named the Harrisburg, Carlisle and Chambersburgh 
Turnpike" in 1816) which has coursed across Cumberland County from the 
1730's and (2) the state road from Cumberland County to Pittsburgh that had 
been completed as far as Bedford by 1787. 

Work on a structure designed by Theodore Burr had statted 2 December 1812. 
Termed "The Camel Back" bridge because of tl1e undulation of the roadbed 
within the barnlike exterior, it cost $192,138. The western section consisted of 
seven spans jumping out from a mid-river island to the West Shore. The eastern 
secti::m of six spans had to be re-built after a flood in 1846 and again after a fire in 
186E but the western section remained intact until damaged by a flood in 1902 
and razed. 

In the pages that follow are photographs of mat bridge and its successors in 
the area where Cumberland touches Dauphin and York counties. 
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The "Camel Back Bridge" looking east toward Harrisburg. Tak
en before the erection in 1889 of d1e rival Walnut Su·eet Bridge. 

The Cotton miU behind the second span was erected in the 
1860's. Photo from aud1or's coUection. 



Entrance circa 1890 to Western Sect ion. 1ore w ires on roof :mel Watts farm on ls
lancl. Spire is that o f Market Square Presbyterian Church. Photo by P Cooper from 
Pennsylv;mia Depanment of Highways, gift o f Harold Jones of Wormleysburg, late 
bridge engineer, to Hamilton Library. 
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A factor in Theodore Burr's design of 1812 was that the interior 
be familiar to horses drawing wagons. ln equ ine percept ion the 
bridge resembled a barn or stable: din floor, rough beams, side 

waUs with small windows and a roof. Note the rise and fall of the 
roadway. Photo from Hamilton Libra1y collection. 
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Floods were the bane of bridges, then and now. Here the 
Susquehanna has risen almost to the bridge floor. Debris piles 

against the piers, left, of the 4th Cumberland Valley Railroad 
Bridge. Photo from jones gift at Hamilton Library. 



\Vorkmen have removed sheathing from th e CamelBack Bridge in this view look
ing east, taken apparemly just befo re its demolition in 1902. The westernmost span, 
right foreground, has been damaged. Note the arches, a Burr invention. Photo from . 
Ham ilton Library collectio n. 

l11e clemjse of the Camel Back Bridge in 1902, shO\\~l here al-ier an explosive 
charge dropped a span into th e Susquehanna River. Photo in Library collection. 
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Replacing the premier bridge in 1904 \vas the orig inal steel g irder, rwo- lane Market 
Street Bridge, erected on the same alignment. 

In 1927 the eastern end o f the Market Street Bridge was detached and floarecl 
dm\~l stream on barges around Ciry Island and put in place at the side o f the west
ern secti on, making it into a four-lane bridge. Replacing the easrern end was this 
four-lane, stone face arch bridge cles ignecl by Modjeski and Masters, engineering 
finn that also designee! the Benjam in Franklin and Wal t Whitman Bridges in Phila
delphia. Photo from Hamilton Library CoUecti on. 

This 1988 photograph by Richard I3eck o f Mechanicsburg shows the Market Street 
Bridge as a four-lane structure. 
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By 1890, the approximate elate of this phOtograph from the 
Hamilton Libraty Collection, the Camel Back Bridge had to the 
nonh a rival for trans-Susquehanna traffic and to the south two 
railroad bridges. 

A centUiy later five Other bridges crossed the Susquehanna in 
the Metropolitan Harrisburg area. North to south they are: the 
newly-rebuilt, four- lane Clarks Feny Bridge cany ing U.S. Routes 
22 and 322; the George Wade Bridge canying Interstate Route 

83, named for a veteran Cumberl and County Senator and 
painted in his favorite color, blue; the M. Harvey Taylor Bridge 
from Wormleysburg; the j ohn Harris Bridge from Lemoyne; and 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike Bridge from York County to 
Highspire. 

Jn their design they are mere e>..-rensions over water or roads 
laic! out on land, esthetically unremarkable and pOtentially inter
changeable with a thousand other bridges in the nation. 
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TI1e Walnut Street Bridge was built from the sale of stock in a 
private corporation pointedly termed "The Peoples Bridge Com
pany" to comrast it with the tightly-held Harrisburg Bridge Com
pany. The same interests pioneered electric street railway setv
ice from Harrisburg to the West Shore and beyond, laying tracks 

over the Walnut Street Bridge. Trolley setvice was suspended 
when the 1936 flood battered the bridge. All vehicular traffic 
ended with me even more serious flood of 1972. 1988 photo
graph by Richard Beck. 
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TI1is Cumberland Valley Railroad Bridge is the fifth to be built 
from present Lemoyne to Harrisburg. The first wem up in 1839. 
In 1846 it was replaced by a Towne latt ice truss versi on. A third 
wooden bridge, made with the Howe truss, went up in 1856. In 
July 1887 it was replaced with a Pratt deck truss model made of 
wrought iron. 

The presem concrete arch bridge was constructed in 1916. AI· 

' 
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tern ate piers encase in concrete the piers of the earlier bridges 
and are twice as thick as the others. With the submergence of 
the Cumberland Valley imo the Pennsylvania Railroad and the 
demise of the latter, the successor Conra il System stopped traffic 
over the bridge in favor of using the former Reading Railroad 
Bridge which lies a few yards downstream. 1988 photograph hy 
Richard Beck. 



The Heading Hail road Bridge of 1916 is the arched structure on 
the right. In the fo reground and behind it in the middle distance 
are p iers built in 1885 by the South Penn Hailroad, a Nev York 
Central System enterpri se. The bridge, never completed, was to 
cany traffic from Phi ladelphia to Pittsburgh across Cumberland 
County, burrowing under eight moumain ranges. The route be
came the right-o f-way fo r the Pennsylvania Turnpike; seven o f 
the eight tunnels in 1938 were completed and convened for 
highwav use. Photograph courtesy o f W. H. Shank, o f York. 
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john Harris Bridge (top) carries !nterstate 83, a southern arm of 
the Harrisburg area beltway. Built in the 1950's, it was expanded 
to six lanes a generation later. 

M. Harvey Taylor Bridge (bottom) carri es U.S. Routes ll and 15 
from Wormkysburg to Forster Street, Harrisburg. It is named af
ter a Harrisburg politician who lived to be 106. 



A Series of bridges elating ti·om as early as 1792 have stood in 
the general area linking the village o f New 1vlarket, York Cminry, 
w ith New Cumberland Borough. A stone bridge, completed in 
1815 fo r $3,400 but washed out in 1889, was the second struc· 
ture; an iron bridge costing $6,000 replaced it in 189 1. The cur· 
rent 156-foot long version, shm,~l here in a 1988 photograph by 
Richard Beck, replaced in 1936 an older structure weakened 
earli er that year by the flood of the Yellow Breeches Creek, 
which in the east fo rms the southern bouncl;ny o f Cumberland 
County. 

Linking Lower Allen Township o f Cumberland County w ith the 
Green Lanes Farm Development of Fa i1view 'Ji:>wnship is this 
bridge erected in 1889. A one-lane structure, it is maintained by 
borh county govcrnmems. Photograph by Richard Beck. 
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Spangler's M ill Bridge links fairvie\v To\\~ls hi p , York Coumy , 
with Lower Allen Tmvnship. It \Vas built in 1850 fo r $2,404 and 
named for Wi lli am Brooks, who warranted the land in 1770) . G. 
C. Spangler acqu ired the land on the Cumberland County side 
in 1900. Photo in frank Masland Collection, Ham ilton Library. 

New Spangler's M ill Bridge was built after the destruction of the 
1850 wooden structure by fire in l962. Photo counesy o f 
Richard Beck 

77 



Bowmansdale Bridge across the Yellow Breeches Creek was 
built in 1867 at a cost o f $3,618 near Peter Lauck's Mill. It was· 
dismantled in 1972 and reassembled on the Messiah College 
campus with concrete beam reinforcements under the deck It 
replaces a swinging suspension bridge built in 1932. The cov
ered bridge again crosses the Yellow Breeches Creek, connect
ing two secti ons of the campus. Photo by Richard Beck. 

In Cumberland 

T he recent gift by Frank Masland, Jr., of a file of photographs of covered 
bridges prompted this picture article. Taken in 1954 before the wholesale 

burning by vandals and razing by highway departments of these wooden struc
tures, the photographs have one-word labels. TI1is author assumed the identifica
tion was accurate and, using other sources, added the other data that the reader 
w ill find in the cutlines. 

The Masland Collection which follows represents, o f course, only a ponion of 
the bridges in the County. j ohn D. Hemminger, after examining the Cumberland 
County Quarter Sessions Coun files, calculated that by 1908 one hundred public 
bridges had been erected w ithin the County boundaries. Fifty-six spanned the 
Conodoguinet Creek, thirty-three the Yellow Breeches, five the Big Spring, three 
the Middle Spring, and the remainder the LeTon or the Branch at ShipJ3ensburg. 
Six'ty-nifle of the one hundred were still standing in 1908, of which thitty-five 
were on the Conocloguinet and twenty-eight on the Yellow Breeches. 
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Oddly as of 1908 stone bridges did not endure on the Conocloguinet; thiny 
were of wooden construction and five of iron. 111e Yellow Breeches, on the other 
hand, had three of stone, eleven of iron and only fourteen of wood. Six1:een 
bridges were maintained jointly with York County and three w ith Franklin Coun
ty. The total cost of ail bridges standing in 1908 was a mere $287,490. 

Hemminger believed that the first public bridge to be built in the county was 
the structure in Carlisle that spanned the LeTort Spring. Built of wood, it was re
quested as a public project in a petition that the qwuter sess ions court disal
lowed j anuaty 21, 1779. In spite of the rejection somebody apparently pro
ceeded w ith construction, presumably using privately collected funds, for anoth 
er petition to the court in October 1780 took the bridge for granted by citing it as 
the terminus of a project to improve the road "between Carlisle and 
Washingtonburgh " ( the Carlisle Barracks). By 1795 it was replaced by a two arch 
stone bridge which cost $237.53. 

By 1791 there was mention in the records also o f a bridge over the 
Conocloguinet Creek in the vicinity of Blosetville near "John McDonald's" and 
" at Gen. [William] Thompson 's place" near Blosetville. 111e structure in later clays 
became known as 111e Hays Bridge. 

Because Hemminger does not identi fy the sixty-nine bridges existing in 1908, 
one cannot state with certainty how many survive eighty years later. One, the 
1889 structure linking Lower Allen Township with the Green Lane Farms devel
opment, does exist, but only because in 1986 the res idents stoutly opposed 
county and state governmental suggestions that it be replaced. Three covered 
bridges survive: the Bowmansdale Bridge as relocated as a campus landmark for 
Messiah College, the Ramp Bridge on TR 374 near Newburg, and Thompson 
Bridge on TR 393 notth of the Green Spring crossing of the Conodoguiriet, which 
is closed to traffic use because in poor condition. 

Except where noted otherwise, all the photographs that follow are from the 
Masland Collection, arranged east to west in their order proceeding upstream on 
the Conodoguinet Creek. 
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Oyster's Bridge is the popular name for this, the longest of the 
covered bridges in Cumberland County. First built as an iron 
bridge in 1868 for $8,507 in public money and another $1,050 in 
private subscrip

1
tions, it was destroyed by an ice flood in 1881 

and replaced for $5,410 by the th ree-span wooden structure 
shown above. Crossing the Conodoguinet which runs north -

south here, it linked the miU of the Oyster (or Eyster) family on 
the west with the Heck family miU on the east bank. lt was re
ferred to in the beginning as the Heck-Oyster Bridge. lt was 
burned in the 1960's and replaced about one-half mile down
stream by a high stet! and concrete bridge that carries the Camp 
Hill-Enola Road. Photograph is from the Camp Hill side. 



Orr's Bridge is the ne;-..1: bridge upsrre;tm from Oyster's in Hampden Township. 
Built in 1855 and rebuilt in 1885, it cost $4,973. lt 1vas th e bridge located nearest ro 
the Carli sle Pike. On the southern ridgeline at the top of the picture is the roof of a 
house facing the Pike. lt was replaced after \Vorlcl \'\far 11 1vith a steel and concrete 
structure. 

Erb's Bridge carri es Sporting Hill Road north. ln Hampden 'J()wnship, it was con
structed in 1893 for $5,4 15. The modern replacemem is of steel and concrete. 
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Iinninger's Bridge was privately built, apparently in 1884, to 
serve the Good Hope Grain Mill. Visible under the first span of 
the bridge is the clam and the southem, dressed stone edge of a 
mill race. 

Sample Bridge, erected for $2,648 in 1860 and named for a 
farmer]. C. Sample, was in Silver Spring Township. It is reached 
by tuming nortl1 off tl1e Carlisle Pike about two-third miles east 
of Hogestown. Nore the extensive structural arch revealed in 
places where tl1e siding is gone. 



Silver Spring Bridge is apparently the one termed "Glover-Saucier Bridge" by 
Hemminger, that served Glover 's grist mill. First built in 1868 of iron fo r 
$8,225, after its destruction in the ice flood o f 1884 it was replaced in wood 
that same year for $3,325. It was reached by turning north on the tO'vmship 
road at the eastern end of New Kingstovm. 

Hoover-Bernheisel Bridge was first built in 1843 for $3,500 ancl re-built in 
1869 for $2,885. David Hoover operated a grain mill near the site. It was 
reached by turning north from the Carli sle Pike on the principal nonh-south 
street in New Kingstovm and fo llowing it toward Sterrett 's Gap. 
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Waggoner Bridge carried the Waggoner-Gap Road no rth ou t of 
Carli sle at the Conodoguinet crossing in North ivliddleton T0"'-"1-
ship one and one-half miles beyond the borough lim its of the 
County seat. lt was first built in 1839 fo r $3,404, destroyed in a 
flood in 1889 and rebui lt at a cost of $2,825. 

\X'atts Bridge lay in the southwestern port ion o f orrh 
lvlicklleton Townsh ip on the road to Plainfield. It took its name 
from its locat ion on the Creekside farm and residence of .Judge 
Frederick Watts ( 180 1-1889). The first bridge was built of iron 
fo r $4,893 in 1868, destroyed in an ice tlood in 1881, replaced 
\Vith a wood strucrure in 1881, washed away in 1889 and rebuilt 
the same year fo r $2,--175. 
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Hafs Bridge, in an ea rlier versio n kno'.\~1 as Baker's Bridge. was 
built as early as 1792 as the first sp;tn over the Conodoguinet 
Creek. The \VOoden structure pictured abuve was built by .John 
and Joseph Hays for $1,500 "supplememed no doubt by sub
scription," according to Hemm inger, in frankto rd Township 
southeast of Bloservi lle. At first the cross ing was knom1 as 
McDonald 's Bridge because it crossed between the McDonald 
ancl the Baker fami lies farms. 

- .A 

j{ \~ 
Hepbern-Bergner Bridge stood one mile nonh o r Pl ainfield, he
tween Frankford and West Pennsboro rmvnsh ips. The first 
bridge \Yas erected or iron in IR70 at :P.3-J5 but ,,·em out in the 
IRR9 lloml. The wooden replacemelll cost $2.3HO. 
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Greider Bridge lay one and one-half miles west o f Plainfield in 
Pennsboro and frankfo rd rmvnships. Named for a farmer, John 
Gre ider, it -;vas built in 1851 lo r $3,118. 

Graham-Bowm;m Bridge carri ed the road from Newville to 
BloserviUe in the southwestern portion of Frankford Township 
across the Creek to West Pennsborough Township. It was 
erected in 1857 at a cost of $3,950. 

86 



fuunp Bridge is at Myers Mi ll where the OakviUe-Newburg Road 
to Bloservi!Je crosses in the southwest section of Mifflin Town
ship. It was built in 1882 for $2,173. 

TI1ompson Bridge, erected in 1853 for $2,375, \vas named for 
David TI10mpson. It carried a road connecting Newton and 
Miffl in lO\vnships. 

87 



Quigleis Bridges, named for Robert Quigley whose house 
stood nearby, were a design compromise. One, single stone 
arch bridge was first begun in 1818 but nor completed. Six years 
later j acob Stouffer completed two wooden bridges for $5,350. 
1l1e smaller bridge was rebuilt in 1834 and again in 1860. 1l1e 
larger one, destroyed in a flood in 1860, was replaced at a cost of 
$1,844. 1l1ey stood at the extreme eastern sectio n of Southamp
ton and Hopewell townships. 

Newburg Bridge, was also known as th e "Car's Cabin Bridge. " It 
stood in Hopewell Township on the road from Shi ppensburg to 
Newburg. It was e rected in 1834 fo r $2,200. 
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Note on Sources 
l11ree publications contain important data on Cumberland County bridges. ·me first is J. D. 

Hemminger, Esq., Bridges of Cumberland Counry (Carlisle: 1905), the printed version of a paper react 
at a meeting o f the Hamilton Library Association. 

111e second is john R. Miller, Callapacscink: Tile )'ellow Breeches Creek (Carlisle: 1909), also the 
printed version of a talk before the Association. 

The third is john G. Orr, "Conodoguinet Creek" in Papers Read Before rile Kiccoc!Jcinney Hiscorical 
Society (Chambersburg: 1908). 

Also used are three publications by William H. Shank, Hiscoric Bridges of A::nnsyivania (York: 
1974), Indian TJ·ai/s co Super Highways (York: 1988), and Vanderbilt 's Folly (York: 1864). On its sub· 
ject the standard work is: Paul J. Westhaeffer, HisCOI}' of che Cumberland Valley Railroad (Was!Jingco n: 
1979). 

See also: Hemy F Bridgens, Wall Map and Arias of Cumberland Counry (Philadelphia: 1858) and P. 
W. Beers, ALias of Cumber/and Count}~ A::nnsylvania (New York: 1972). 
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Charles Lochman, Cumberland County's 
"First Premium" Photographer 
Linda A. Ries 

11-IE lWO PHOTOGRAPHS. 
Late, two young men of Cumberland, 

Were rivals for a lady's hand-
She was rich, refined, and fair, 

Of manners sweet, and queenly air; 
"Sirs," she said, "to decide this suit, 

And end your anxious, long pursuit
Send me your photographs, I pray, 

I'll answer you without delay." 
To Lachman's room John hied with glee, 

And James to another gallery, 
With haste they send their pictures on; 

She took a seat when all alone, 
And held the pictures side by side; 

"Oh, my! 'tis easy now" she cried, 
This delicate matter to decide; 

Why John is graceful, sweet and fair, 
And James does like some booby stare! 

How crooked, stiff, coarse and blear, 
"Oh! John shall be my husband dear 

When James perceived this answer 
dire, 

His eyes flashed wild with rage and ire, 
And cursed the chap that made him 

lose 
TI1e girl and fortune he did choose

"If I had gone to Lachman's room, 
Mine wouldn 't have been this awful 

doom. " 

-Carlisle Herald March 10, 1870 

C hades Lachman operated a photography studio at several different loca
tions in Carlisle and Newville between 1859 and 1874. He is appreciated to-
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day for his views of the ruins of Chambersburg in 1864 and the fact that A. A. 
Line, a better known Carlisle photographer, was his apprentice. Beyond this he · 

, left barely a hundred carte-de-visite portraits of Carlisle townsfolk and a handful 
of landscapes. No diaries or papers of his have survived, or they are yet to be dis
covered. What little is known about Lachman has had to be gleaned from local 
newspapers and vital statistics records. This is a pity, for it seems he was well re
spected by his contemporaries and had much more of a life beyond photogra
phy. A5 1989 is the 150th anniversary of the "binh" of this process, it is fitting to 
celebrate one of Cumberland County's early photographers. 

Lachman was not the first photographer in Carlisle, but a relative latecomer by 
1859. The first in the area were probably itinerant daguerreotypists. Travelling 
from town to town across the country during the 1840's and 1850's with a horse 
and wagon outfitted as a darkroom, they would often set up at the town square 
or at a local hotel and offer to make likenesses. After a few days or weeks, de
pending on the sales, the entrepreneur would proceed to the nexrtown. Carlisle 
had at least one of these, a Mr. Felch who stopped in February 1846 and probably 
many others.1 The citizens of Carlisle and vicinity were undoubtedly at least fa 
miliar with photography, for by 1845 Beaumont Newhall repotts in The Daguer
reotype in America the word "daguerreotype" had become assimilated into 
American language.2 Lachman himself was at one time a travelling 
daguerreotypist, according to an advettisement he placed in the Pennsylvania 
Telegraph (Harrisburg) between janua1y and March 1847. Other cities he visited 
are unknown.3 

Lachman's Gallery in d1e Zug Building, now Bixler Building, on High Street, Car
lisle, circa 1870. From a stereo plate in the Line Collection, Hamilton Libra1y. It was 
taken either by Loch man or by A A. Line when serving as Lochman 's apprentice. 
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The Reverend Dr. Conway 
Wing, c. .1870 by Lochman. 
Wing, Presbyterian pastor, 
wrote the 1879 county his
tOIY. 

By the 1850's a number of photographers had established permanent 
businesses in Carlisle. TI1ese included Mrs. R . A Reynolds by 1856, D. C. Neagley 
by 1858 and Charles Saylor by 1860. Mrs. Reynolds, who specialized in photo
graphing women and children, later remarried to become Mrs. R. A Smith. 
Charles Saylor had studios in Carlisle, Reading and Lancaster. Little is known of 
D. C. Neagley, and each of these photographers desetve funher research. TI1ey 
were joined in June 1859 by another: 

C. L. Lachman, of Philadelphia, takes pleasure to invite the ladies & 
gentlemen of Carlisle & Vicinity to his rooms over Mr. C. Imhoff's 
Store where he is prepared to make ambrotypes; Photographs . .. 
Please call whetl1er you desire pictures or not.4 

Lachman was not originally from Philadelphia but a native of Hamburg, Berks 
County. He was the son of Charles C. and Ann Lighthouse Loch man, born July 22, 
1822. Two of his brothers, William and Benjamin, also became photographers, 
William in Hamburg and York, and Benjamin for over fifty years in Allentown. 
Lachman in his early years must have had some formal training in chemistty and 
science, for in the Philadelphia City Directories for 1858 and 1859 he is listed as a 
druggist, operating a store at 402 Nonh Third Street. This is not Slllprising, for 
many early photographers had such backgrounds, necessaty knowledge for 
darkroom methods. He also had formal training as a photographer around 1846 
under no less than Marcus Aurelius Root, one of the most respected daguerrean 
scientists and ponraitists of the era. Root's Chestnut Street gallety in Philadelphia 
(he also had one in New York) was a rallying point for anyone interested in the 
new technology. s 

It is not known exactly why Loch man left a druggist business in Philadelphia to 
establish a photography studio in Carlisle. Most likely he had family in the area. 
TI1e name is not uncommon. By 1859 he was married, to Margaret Napier of 
Philadelphia. She would bear him two children, Charles Napier and Albena, be
fore dying in December 1867. Nevenheless, Lachman's new Carlisle business 
venture seems to have been successful from the stan, or so his advenisements in 
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the Herald would have the public be li eve. 1l1ey to uted "Some thing New in An 
Lochman's Ambrotypes .. . " 6 

In November 1862 he moved his s tudio from above Inhoffs g rocery to the 
thi rd floor o f Number 21 W. Main (High) Street, across the street from Mario n 
Hall and the Cumbe rland Valley Bank. 7 1l1is was no do ubt a be tte r locatio n , be
ing on the main street of town and mo re adva ntageous o f 
the southeaste m sunlight exposure , something invaluable to a pho tographe r: 
"Mr. Lachman is now able w ith his splendid light and the additio n o f new 
and expens ive apparatus, the vety best m anufactured , to p rod uce photographs .. 
. equal to the best m ad e in Philade lphia o r New York Pictures can be take n now 
equally well in clo udy as in clea r weathe r. "8 He also now ga ined the respect o f 
his fe llow Carlisle phonvgraphe rs . While s till running his own bus iness, he was 
hired by Charles Saylo r to be his "p rinc ipal artist" i. e. cameram an , during 1863 
and the reafter by Mrs. R. A. Smith , who took over Saylor's bus iness in 1864.9 

In Janua ty of 1865 Lachman began a brief pattne rship w ith George Br~n in 
Nevvvi lle (1l1e studio at 21 West Main was sold to pho tographe r J. McM illen). 
Bre tz, a Ca rlisle native, would late r becom e a respected photographe r in 
Pottsville , known for his po ltl·a its o f the Molly Magu ire conspirato rs and the first 
to attempt pho tography in a coal mine . Bre tz is known to have posed fo r 
Lachman and was p robably the o lde r man 's apprentice befo re becoming his 
pattner. 10 The Newville Star of the Valley could not have been mo re pleased: 
"The galle ty , the Altists and the apparatus are the best in the county, and hence
fo rth instead of o ur citizens go ing e lsewhe re to have p ictures take n , pe rsons e lse
whe re will come he re fo r this p mpose. " 11 1l1e panne rship continued until at 

Major Edward Underwood of Carlisle 
by Lochman circa 1862. Undenvood 
died in New York in 1864. From an 
original cane-cle-visire in the Hamilton 
Library. 
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To the left an unidentified Civil War soldier taken by Lochman at his 21 West H igh 
Street studio circa 1863. Note elaborate canvas backdrop. From an orig inal carre-cle
visire in the Hamilton Librmy. To the right is an unidentifi ed member o f the Tritt 
family by Lochman circa 1863. The pose is typical of the period, w ith the left hand 
supported by an inanimate object, in this case a chair. Photo courtesy of Richard 
Tritt. 

94 



least October of 1865, when Lachman returned to Carlisle and bought back his 
studio from McMillen. Bretz stayed in Newville on his own at least until Februaty 
of 1867, then went to other pursuits, eventually settling in Pottsville. 12 

Lachman returned to Carlisle with something to crow about. At the Cumber
land County Fair in October 1865, the first held since it was interrupted by the 
Civi l War, he was awarded first premium for best photographs. He lost no time in 
incOLvorating this fact in his newspaper ads and on the reverse o f his saleable 
prints, stating they were taken at "Lachman 's First Premium Photograph Gallety." 
It was not unusual for photographers, in w inning some local compet ition, to 
trumpet that fact on their wares, fo r it gained them prestige and, they hoped, 
more sales. Lachman went on to win the first premium at the 18G6, 1870 and 
1873 county fairs. The Herald unfonunately rarely mentioned the subjects of his 
w inning photograhs, but an article about the 1866 competition pointed to a new 
side of Loch man 's character: "Mr. L's reputation is so well known as an artist that 
nothing we can say w ill add thereto. He also exhibited several specimens of writ
ing liquid and one liquor-saving funnel. " 13 His expertise as a chemist was lead
ing him to new pursuits. Between 1865 and 1874 he obtained patents for seven 
different inventions, including improvements to funnels, inkstands, photograph 
printing-frames, a cork press and a streetlight. T11e printing frames desetve men
tion. T11ey were for opaltypes, or photographs printed on milk glass or porcelain. 
Because of the curved nature of the glass, it could not fit into a conventional 
printing frame. Lachman developed and patented 3 flange for holding the item 
in place while being printed. It is not known how successful he was at marketing 
any of these items. He felt he could help others in obtaining patents too, for dur
ing 1868-1869 at his studio he advenised a "U.S. Patent Agency," where he 
would, for a fee, execute drawings of potential patents fo r the applicant. 1'1 

Between March 1869 and May 1870, Lachman located his studio at Number 12 
Main Street, opposite Saxton's Hardware Store, f inally vacating 21 West 
Main. 1 5 In May 1870 he announced he had purchased]. C. Lesher's photograph 
gallety at the southeast corner of Market Square and Main Street (Now the Bixler 
Building, part of the county counhouse). Shortly after Januaty 1870 , a pho
tographer by the name of Hemy P Chapman moved into Loch man 's old studio at 
21 West Main. Chapman, through his ads, tried to give the citizens o f Carlisle the 
impress ion he was Lachman's successor, something Lachman had not endorsed 
in the least. 'n1is set the stage for an advertising war between the two men in the 
Herald that would include the poem by Loch man at the beginning of this article, 
and other barbs: 

Don't be deceived by Falsehood- a fellow who ca lls himself 
Chapman for the plllpose of deceiving my patrons advettises that he 
has " taken Loch man 's old established Photograph Gallety" 

People say Chapman takes the best pictures in tmvn. 
T11ere is as much difference between Lachman 's finished Photo

graphs and those o f a beginner, as there is between an elegant 
penmanship and a schoolboy's scrawl; o r between a fine speaker, 
and a neophyte 's limping attempts at reading. 
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Chapman is generally successful w ith those who have obtained 
good p ictures elsewhere. 

Lachman employs the best artists in this city to print his larger pic
tures in oil , india ink or crayon. 

H. P. Chapman copies old defaced pictures and greatly improves 
them. When a few dollars can be spent on them for India Ink or Col
oring, they are a great deal better. 16 

TI1e Cumberland County Fair of 1870 seemed to settle the matter. Both men 
submitted photographs in the competition. TI1e Herald reponed on 
October 20: 

It is difficult to determine the best collection o f photographs, ow
ing to the variety in execution, style of pictures and numbers exhib
ited. TI1e large collections of C. L. Lachman and H . P. Chapman de
manded the special attention of the committee, and after repeated 
examinations, we find it impossible to say that either possesses such 
a decided advantage over the other as to claim the title of best, and 
the premium is, therefore, divided between the two. 

It should be noted that the newspaper was not w ithout bias, listing Lachman 's 
name first. He also took second place. 

In 1869 Lachman took on Albeit Allen Line as his apprentice. Line would, in 
the 1880's and 1890 's distinguish himself as one of the county's premier com
mercial photographers. The Hamilton Libra1y is fonunate to have his collection 
of negatives. A few of these pre-date 1869 and are most likely Loch man negatives. 
For example, stereo plates of the ruins of Chambersburg is 1864 and views o f the 
town square ca. 1865 point to the fact that Lachman must have left a number o f 
his negatives with his pupil when he left Carlisle. TI1is was not an uncommon 
practice among photographers, who would often put something like "John 

The ruins of Chambersburg after its burning by Confederate soldiers in 1864. 
Photograph probably by Lachman standing at the corner o f Queen and Water 
streets, looking north at the Conococheague Creek. From a stereo plate in the Line 
Collection, Hamilton Library. 
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Smith , successor to john Brown" on the reverse of their prints to le t the commu
nity know the old negatives could be used aga in at any time. 

Lachman remarri ed in May 1871 to Alice Weaver. Sometime after July 1874 he 
and his family moved to Allentown, where he quit photography and again estab
lished a drug store. He translated an 1873 edition of the German Pharmacopoeia, 
an encyclopedia of drugs for phatmacists. He later moved to Bethlehem and au
thored a number of books relating to pharmacology including Dose and Price La
bels and a book of occasional poems, Aclciress for the Fiftieth Annivers<uy of an 
Ode/ Fellows Lodge (1897). On August 14, 1900 he died of Bright's Disease and 
was buried in Bethlehem Cemetety. 17 His son Charles Napie r Lachman fo llowed 
in his footsteps and became a pharmacist. With his father he co-authored Photo
graphs of Meclicinal, Economic and Interesting Plants from Natural Living Speci
mens (1896) , a proof copy of which is now at the Academy of Natural Sciences in 
Philadelphia. 

FOOTNOTES 
1 Carlisle J-fer;i/c/ February 18, 1846. 

2 Newhall, Beaumont, n1e DaguerreofJpe in America, p. 3. ll1e earliest form of pho tography, the da
guerreOt)1Je was named for Louis Daguerre. He announced to the world in i'vlarch 1839 that he had 
perfected a means o f permanently fi xing a projected image on a copper plate coated with sensitized 
silver. 

' Pennsylvania Telegraph JanuaJ) ' 19, 1847. 

4 Carlisle J-fera lcl june 9, 1859. 

' Penns)~va nia Telegraph january 19, 1847. 

Coyle Brothers Vm·iety Store ar 24 South H anover Street, circa 
From an orig inal albumen print in the Hamilton Libraty. 
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6 Carlisle Herald October, 1859. Margaret Lachman is buried in Carlisle Cemetety. 

7 ·n1e build ing at 21 West l'v!ain Street still stands, and is presently a novelty sto re. 1l1e Hill Financial 
Company now stands at the site of Marion Hall and the Cumberland Valley Bank. 

8 Carlisle Herald November 1862. 

9 Carlisle Herald May 20, 1864. 

10 Beck, Tom. Geo1ge Bretz: Phocographer in the Mines, Baltimore: Univers ity of Matyland Baltimore 
County Library, 1977. From the introduct ion. 

11 Ne\\'Ville Scar of the Valle>' January 21, 1865. 

12 Wiley, Samuel T , Biographical and Pol7mit Cyclopedia of Schuylkill Counf), Philadelphia: 1893, p. 
561 

Carlisle Goodw ill Fire Company here fights a fi re at Marion Hall in the early 1860's. 
Note th at the pho tograph is taken from a second stOiy window at 21 West High 
Street and that the crowd and fire fighters are more inte rested in the pho tographer 
than in the fire itself. From a ste reo plate in the Line CoUection of the Hamilton 
Libraty. 
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u Carlisle Herald October 26, 1866. 

" l11e ad ran in the Herald throughout 1868 and 1869. 

15 Recently (1988) seve ral hundred glass negatives found among the attic eaves of 21 W. Main Stree t 
were donated to the Hamilton Library by j ack Burkho lder. l11ey were initially thought to be Loch man 
negatives. Closer examination by this author and Richard Tritt , the Society photograph curator, led 
them to conclude they are more like ly those of j. N. Choate , who also o perated a studio at 21 \YI. Main 
during the late 1870's and 1880's. l11e t)1Je o f glass negati ve and the st)~e of dress of the subjects are 
from this time period. 

16 Carlisle Herald May and August, 1870. 

17 Obitua•y, Bethlehem Globe August 15, 1900. 

DATING LOCHMAN PHOTOGRAPHS 
All dates are approximations of Lachman's stud io locations in Carlisle and 
Newville obtained from following his advettisements in the Carlisle Herald and 
Newville Star of the Valley. 

DATE 
June 1859 - Nov. 1862 
Nov. 1862 -Jan. 1865 

Jan. 1865 -Feb. 1867 

Jan. 1865 - Oct. 1865 

Oct. 1865 - Mar. 1869 

Mar. 1869 - May 1870 

May 1870 to around 
July 1874 

After July 1874 

IMPRINT ON PHOTO REVERSE 
"C. L. Loch man, Artist, Carlisle, PA. " 
"C. L. Loch man, Artist, Main Street 
opposite Marion Hall, Carlisle, Penn. " 
"Lachman and Bretz, Artists, Newville, 
PA. " 
"). McMillen (successor to C. L. Lachman) 
21 W. Main St., Carlisle." 
"From C. L. Lachman 's First Premium 
Photograph Gallety, Main St. opposite · 
Marion Hall , Carl isle, Penna. " or 
"C. L. Loch man 's First Premium Photograph 
Gallety, No. 21 West Main St. , opposite the 
First National Bank, Carlisle, PA. " 
"C. L. Lachman 's First Premium Ground 
Floor Gallety, No. 12 East Main St. 
opposite Saxton 's Store, Carlisle, PA." 
"C. L. Lachman's First Premium Photograph 
Gallety, Market Square, East Main Street, 
Carlisle, PA removed from 21 W. Main 
Street to the Gallety formerly occupied 
by). C. Lesher. " 
" R. H. Buttorff (successor to C. L. 

Lachman) S. E. Comer Market Square and 
Main St., Carlisle, PA. " 
- Compiled by Linda A Ries 

Pennsylvania State Archives 9/ 88 
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Pictographic Drawings 
at the Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School 

Linda Fran/din Smith 

"We were marched into a schoolroom where we were 
each given a pencil and slate. We soon discovered that 
the penc ils made marks. We covered our heads with our 
blankets, holding the slate inside, here we would draw a 
man on a pony chasing buffalo, or a boy shooting birds, 
or one of our Indian games ... " 

- Luther Standing Bear, 1879' 

D uring its existence (1879-1918) and since, the Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School has been a subject of inte rest to students and scholars of his-tOty, 

sociology, e thnology, and education. TI1e purpose of this paper is to explore yet 
another area of renewed interest- that of the pre-1900 pictograpl)s (picture writ
ings) done by the Indian students during their first several years at Carlisle. To
day a few pictographs hang in the Indian School gaUety at the Cumberland Coun
ty Historical Society. They have been, understandably, overshadowed by other at
tainments of the school and its students such as Jim Thorpe 's athletic prowess, 
Pratt's outing system, ]. N. Choate 's nine teenth-centmy photographs, and the 
school's twentieth-centllly native art projects. It was not until1988 when the rich
ly illustrated "art" of Frank Henderson, a student of the Carlisle School, appeared 
in exhibition in New York that the Society "rediscovered " its mvn collection of 
over fatty pictographs. 

It is evident from "Luther Standing Bear's" description above of his first expe
ri ence in a white man 's class room that the Indian children feU quickly and easily 
into "picture writing" with the materials of slate and penci ls supplied to them. It 
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is also evident that General Richard Pratt, the progenitor of the Carlisle School, 
knew from previous experience that the unconscious drive to "create" pictures 
came naturally to these students brought to Carlisle from the Great Plains. 

As a young officer of the "Buffalo Soldiers" Pratt had developed a close rela
tionship w ith black enlisted men and Indian scouts. He grew increasingly sympa
thetic toward the condition of life for minorities " in a social and political order 
that he believed to be otherwise perfect in human hist01y."2 During this time 
what was to become his lifelong philosophy emerged - given the proper oppor
tunity Indians could assume their rightful place in American society. Pratt was 
given a chance to test his the01y in 1875. He was ass igned to escon seventy-two 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Cheyenne Indians, taken as hostages to assure the com
plete subjugation of their people, to prison at Fo tt Marion in Saint Augustine, 
Florida. 

Upon their immediate confinement at the Fo tt he quickly observed that the 
prisoners "seemed excessively fond of drawing and were delighted with a gift o f 
pencil and paper."3 Accord ing to Ka ren Daniels Petersen in her book, Plains In
dian Art From Foil Ma rion, the prison quickly became a white man's attraction, 
and the prisoners' drawings gradually found a place on the tourist 's market mo re 
valued as curiosity than as an an form 111eir jailer, Richard Pratt, explo ited thei r 
effons and kept them supplied w ith asso tted colored inks, drawing books, pen 
points, and pencils. Pratt apparently also acquired an eye for such an, for years 
later he commented to Zotom, a J(jowa, " that your brother Otto at Carlisle has tal
ent fo r drawing like yours at the Old Fort. "4 Petersen states that critics o f the clay 
dismissed the drawings as "artistic artlessness" and that nearly a centuty later, the 
same lack of awareness prevails. 5 

JOl 

Lesson on a slate is one of 
Choate's earliest photo
graphs (1880). Hayes, a 
Cheyenne, was in the first 
group to arrive at Carlisle. 
l11e horsem an wears a 
"Cheyenne" necklace of hair 
pipes. 



The ancestors of the prisoners at the "Old Fon" and of the students at the Car
lisle School began their life as nomads and buffalo hunters whose vety existence 
was as ephemeral as their early an. Their ancestors before them had created pet
roglyphs that adorned cave walls and cliffs throughout the Great Plains, and later 
paintings on animal hides "most notably on tipis, buffalo robes, or shields. "6 It 
was the custom of the Plains Indian warrior to depict his feats of war in paint on 
his robe of hide. A few men ponrayed on shields or lodges the supernatural be
ings from visions. A vety few kept historical records in the form of painted calen
dars7 Pictography became the means of communicating over distances of time 
and/or space. Just as the Indian sign-language was the lingua franca on the 
Great Plains, the language of pictography could be ready by members of other 
tribes.a 

The attists were not overburdened with the obsession to create "an"; they 
wanted to communicate events or to record facts. The purpose of their paintings 
was to convey meaning. Anists never erased but drew freehand with what ma
terials were available. An economy of expression was employed that amounted 
to a pictorial shonhand. It consisted of a set of conventions - simplifications of 
natural forms. "TI1e meanings conveyed by paintings were readily apparent to 
the Indian; a knowledge of traditional conventionalizations, as well as a mastety 
of techniques, was a part of the young Plains Indian 's education. " 9 TI1ey learned, 
for example, that the most distinctive features of animate beings should be em
phasized, even exaggerated, while lesser traits were minimized. Tims an Indian 
from a cenain tribe would be characterized by a hairdo or costume accesso-

Yellow Man Elick, an Arapaho, sketched this warrior in full war regalia: full 
tailbonnet, feathered lance and shield. He leads his horse to conserve its energy for 
combat. The horse displays accoutrements of war, an ornamented-tied tail and a 
symbolic hand "to stop bullets. " The various symbols are said often to appear to In
dians in visions or dreams. 
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Conway Two Cuts's drawing exemplifies traditional techniques: buffalo with di 
vided-hoof prints, arched tail , curved horns, ex1:ended tongue and hump. The draw
ing also shows the past tense (hoof prints), present tense, and future tense (blood 
from the mouth of the buffalo indicating its death was cena in). 

ty. 10 An undifferenti ated quadruped figure with long widespread legs might be 
designated a buffalo, by the addition of ha ms, hump, and arching tail. A symbol 
might stand for an abstract idea (a wavy line for sacred) o r for a concrete object 
(many horse tracks to signify a large body of riders). Another pictographic 
shoncut ponrays methods of showing past, future and /or present tense in the 
same picture. 11 

Technique, too, was simplified. Color was applied in flat tones, and neither 
color no r line was manipulated to create a third dimension. Perspective was not 
expressed in the conventions of the Graeco-Roman tradition but was de noted by 
placing, for example, one horse higher on the page than another. Clear colors 
migh t be used to represent subtler colo r graduations. Blue or green (equivalent 
colors, to the Indians eye) might represent another shade such as gray for a 
horse. Backgrounds and aU irrelevant details were omitted unless necessaty in 
stressing a pan of the message. Since realism was not strived for, proponionate 
sizes were ignored, component parts of a standing man were drawn in the 
easiest fashion - body and arms from the frontal view, feet and facial features 
from the side with few exceptionsi 2 Aesthetic considerations evolved slowly to· 
ward the middle of the nineteenth centuty according to Petersen. She observed 
that at the Fott an interesting development occurred: as rapidly as the prisoners 
shed tl1 e ir chains, they also shed the strictures of tribal art. Drawing passed from 
the traditional to me per-sonal - self-express ion , att fo r an's sake.13 However, 
pictographs clone at Carlisle until the 1890's clearly exhibit Plains an traditions: 
horse conventionalized by smaU head and long, graceful neck; speed indicated 
by horse's outstretched legs; absence of background; simple line figures ; flat 
colors; action flowing on the page from right to le ft ; costume details stiffly 
st>·li zed; and distant objects placed higher on page but not less distinct. 

More than 847 drawings were done by twenty-six Plains Indian warriors during 
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their three-year confinement at Fmt Marion. The confined prisone rs at the Fo tt 
were more prolific than the Carlisle students one yea r late r. Confide nt now in his 
theory and methods to ass imilate the Indian, Pratt immediately created class
room and industrial activity at Carlisle, which lessened the time ava ilable to pro 
duce pictures. The students spent a half-clay in the classrooms and a half-day at 
work with an evening study hour. "The mechanical work of the school, even to 
the erection of buildings, was perfo rmed by the students."14 

Pratt stressed both academic and industrial educa ti on - he believed that the 
Indian must renounce his tribal way of life completely in orde r to claim his right
ful place as an American citizen. Altho ugh very little time was spent teaching 
drawing compared to o ther academic subjects, 15 the students were instructed in 
form al an training almost immediate ly upon their arrival at the school. 16 

By the end of the Nineteentl1 century, the new sociological movement was 
shaping American perceptions of Indian education_. Redeeming aspects of In
dian culture, in panicular the native arts and crafts, were encouraged. In 1906 the 
first native an course was taught at Lhe Carlisle school by the well-respected In 
dian artist, Angel de Cora Dietz. Over the ne;.,1: ten years the program was ex
panded, but many of the traditional skiUs and ideas had been forsaken, lost, o r 
eliminated. Nonetheless, Plains Indian an in the fo rm o f pictographs was an im 
portant vehicle tl1at carried tribal and Indian lifestyle into the twentieth century 

The battle is over (scalp hanging fro m bridle) , and the war party heads home ro its 
viUage. Sketch by Alvan, Good Boy, a Commanche. 
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Two Cheyenne men in their peacetime finery, weapons replaced by eagle- feath 
ered fan and quin. 1ote slit ears on lead horse. Both display head stalls with silver 
mounting. Sketch by Frank Engler, original in color. Engler returned to Indian Terri
tOty and served on the police force. 

despite the oppression imposed by a dominant culture.17 

Satisfying a modem curios ity of the past the pictographs delight and surprise, 
but w ithout understanding, the allusive meanings are often lost. To create a rec
ord of experience involved a wiU to record, skill in the making, and deliberation. 
What is shared is a pictorial history; a rich iconography of a culturai experience 
that is uniquely American. 

SPECIAL NOTE: An exhibit of the Society's collection o f pictographs opens in 
) anuaty, 1989 at the Cumberland County Historical Society, Carlisle. The conser
vation of the drawings and the exhibit have been generously undetwritten by Mr. 
and Mrs. Pierson K. Miller. 

End Notes 
Tl1e au thor w ishes to give major credi1 fo r 1he imerpretation o f the Carlisle pictographs to Karen 

Daniels Petersen, noted scho lar and author of the Plains Indians. il•!rs. Petersen visited the Society 
over the past 25 years on three separate occasions while she was researching Plains Indian an. In re
cent telephone interviews she unraveled mysteries and graciously shared her knowledge with the au · 
1ho r. On behalf o f the Society thanks are also extended to Dr. Milton E. flower, who inspired this proj
ec:. 

' Li ther Standing Be;u; My People, ·n1e Sioux (Cambridge; 1928), p. 136. Luther Standing Bear, who 
became Chief of the Sioux Nation, "~· ites about his first schoolroom experience at Carlisle. 

2 Brig. Gen. R H. Prall, TI1e indian industrial School Carlisle, Penns_11vania (Carlisle; 1979), Robert M. 
Utley's imroduction p. 3. 
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3 Karen Daniels Petersen, Plains Indian Arc hom Fo11 Marion (University o f Oklahoma Press: 1971), p. 
3. Petersen discusses poet Sidney Lanier's observations. 

4 Ibid. , p. 70. 

S Ibid. , pp. x, x i. 

6 Karen Daniels Petersen, American Piccographic Images: J-Jiswrical Works on Paper by the Plains In · 
dians. (New York: 1988) , p. xiv. 

7 Petersen, Plains Inc/ian An lim n T-ore Nlarion p. 17, 18. 

8 Petersen, Am erican Picwgraphic Images, p. x iv. 

9 Petersen, Plains Indian An hom FOre Marion. p. 18. 

10 October 1988: Interviews w ith Mrs. Peterson; Petersen, " Pictographic D ictionmy: Conventions 
Used by Fort Marion Anists, 1875-1880," Plains Indian Alt limn Fore Marion, p. 18. 

II Ibic/. 

12 Ibid. 

u Petersen, American Picc01graphic Images, p. 15. 

14 Pratt, 17Je Inc/ian Industrial School, P. 28. 

15 17Je Indian Helper (Carlisle: ( 1885-1900), 3/ 2/ 94. Additional in formation found in School Ne1vs, V. 
1·3; june 1880 · May, 1883; Moming Sw : l~ed Man and He/pe•; v. H 9, April 1880 · july 1904. 

16 Visiting artists such as j. Wells Champney and Pro fessor Little ( the Chalkman) gave drawing lessons 
(admiss ion 25 cents) shonly after the school opened; other instructors o f art were hired by Pratt. 

17 Arrell Morgan Gibson, "Exaltation of Life: ·n1e An o f the Southern Plains. " (fOur Winds: Winter 
1980), p. 90. 

Rare Drawing of the " courting ceremony." Edgar Fire Thunder, a Sioux, shows the 
Indian man wrapped in his adaptable and ubiquitous blanket courting an Indian 
woman. His spotted horse praces impatiently. 
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Many students displayed an aptitude for an and quickly ::~doptecl the contemporaty 
art s tyles and methods, as is evident in this drawing clone in 1883. 
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Boiling Springs 
Richard L. 1htt 

B oiling Springs is a unique 18th centllly industrial settlement that de
veloped into a 19th cennny provincial village and recreational area. 

The name of the village and its multilayered histmy revolve around its im
ponanr water resources. 

The name "Boiling Springs" is found in the earli est records of tl1e area. 
This "Boiling Springs" designation was undoubtedly derived from the lake 
located on the tract. This man-made lake was formed in the early 1740's 
when the springs were dammed for the grist mill which still stands on tl1e 
lake's southeast shore. A Blunston License, dated Feb. 21, 1737, indica tes 
that a temporaty license was granted to "Alexander Rhoddy for four hun
dred acres at a place called the Boi ling Spring to be laid on both sides of 
the Yellow Briches Creels: for the conveniency of building a mill. " 1 The lake 
and village are situated on land tl1at was originally a part of a tract granted 
to Rev. Richard Peters by the Penn family, Oct. 13, 1762. In tl1e ea rly deeds, 

The " Boil" of the water at Boiling Springs can be seen in rhe middle ground, as wat
er under pressure rises above the surface o f the lake. 

108 



TI1e Lake at Boiling Springs. 

this 398 acre tract is referred to as " the Boiling Springs situated on Yellow 
Breeches Creek in Middleton Township. " 2 

The springs that feed the Boiling Springs Lake are the seventh largest in 
Pennsylvania. Each clay about 20.4 million gallons of clear 53° spring water 
surge from some thitty springs and flow into the beautiful nine acre lake. 
l11ere are many "boils" all over the bottom of the lake which can be plainly 
seen because of d1e ctystal clear water. The water comes with enormous 
force from subterranean caves estimated to be 1,800 feet below the surface. 
In many places the water is thrown upward from openings in the rocky 
limestone bottom to a height of eighteen inches above the surface of the 
water. 3 l11e water appears to be boiling, thus the name of the lake and vil
lage. 

l11e iron forge was erected at Boiling Springs on lands east of the lake 
about 17504 Water power produced at the site powered the enormous 
bellows. The forge later became a part of the Carlisle Iron Works which was 
established in 1762 by j ohn Rigby and Company. Richard Peters, in a deed 
elated Oct. 14, 1762, solei to Rigby and Company twenty-nine acres of d1e 
Boiling Springs tract "on \vhich they had already commenced the erection 
of a blast furnace and forge. " 5 l11is significant inclustty of iron manufacture 
flourished under the Ege family and dominated the area until the end of 
the 19th centuty. 

The village of Boiling Springs was formally laid out in 1845 by Daniel 
Kauffman, whose family had owned all the land on which the village was 
built since 18086 l11e first lot, "a lot Number One situated at the head of 
the Boiling Spring" was solei to A. t\11. & D. J. Leiclich on April 1, 1846 for 
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$250 7 The village took its name from the lake it overlooked. 111e iron in
dustry and a large immigration of German settlers from York County were 
the main reasons for the subsequent growth of the village. 

I j 
During the late 1800's and early 1900's, tl1e lake area was the site of one 

of the major trolly parks of the Cumberland Valley. This park made Boiling 
Springs a popular vacation and holiday spot and a prestigious residential 
community. Crowds traveled regularly from Carlisle, Mechanicsburg and 
Harrisburg to enjoy the many attractions of the lakeside Boiling Springs 
Park, which included weekly dances, picnics, a deer park, and pleasure 
boating.8 

In the last half centULy, Boiling Springs has gained renown as one of the 
principal centers of American fly fishing. As the industrial and commercial 
uses have changed, the recreational use has taken on a larger role in the 
community. 

The late 19th centuty streetscapes of the village of Boiling Springs have 
been well presetved. Boiling Springs was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in Januaty, 1985. 111e words of Bennett Bellman, as he de
scribed the village in the 1886 Histo1y of Cumbeiland and Adams Counties, 
are as true today as they were then. "1l1e town has many shady trees and, 
situated as it is upon the beautiful spring from which it derives its name, 
and with exceptionally beautiful scenety surrounding it, promises to be
come, if it is not already, as beautiful a town as can be found in the Cum
berland Valley. "9 

End Notes 

1 Donehoo, George P. , Hisro1y of che Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvania Vol. 1 (Harrisburg: 
n1e Susquehanna Histoi)' Ass.) 1930, p. 59. 

2 Deed Book 1P, Cumberland County Counhouse, Carlisle, PAp. 582. Deed Book 2A, Cum
berland County Courthouse, Carlisle, PA p. 291. 

; Hiscoric Souch JVIiddlecon Ton~1ship (Lemo)~le: Conley & Enck) , 1976, p. 14. 

4 Ibid., p. 8. 

5 Goodyear, B. K. , "Blast Furnaces o f Cumberland Counry," paper read before Hamilton Libra
!)' Association, Oct. 23, 1903. No pagination. 

6 Deed Book 2D, Cumberland County Counhouse, Carlisle, PA p. 376. 

7 Beawifi1l Boiling Springs Park (promotional pamphlet published by the Valley Traction 
Company, Lemo~1e , PA), no elate, no pagination. 

8 Hiscory of Cumberland and Adams Counties (Chicago : Warner, Beers & Co.) , 1886, p. 351. 
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4(2):29-31 
Station master ho use it 1 (2):36 
Trindle & Meeting House Rd. 1824 
map 1(1 ):9 

lvtechanicsburg Naval Supply Depot 
5:50 

Mec!Janicsbwg 's Frankenbe1ger ·n ,vern 
by William C. Davis 1(1):5-12 

~tedica l practice, 19th Cent. 5:3-18 
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Meeting Ho use Spr. Presby. Ch. 2(1) :12 
Mercersburg Presby. Ch. il 2(1):17 
Merkle, Levi, house, 1842 il 3(1):38 
Messiah Bible School & Missio na1y 

Training Home 1(2):13 
Messiah College 1(2):3 -18; 3(2):22 
Mess iah Village 1(2) :5 
Methodist Childre ns Ho me, ils 3(2):20, 

23, 26 
Metzger, George 4(1) :28 
Meyers, john E. 5:56 
Middle Spring Presby. Ch. i/ 2(1):7 
Middleton T"'1J. 3(2) :13, 14 
Middleton, l110mas 2( 1) : cover; 

sketches Presb~erian churches 
2(1):7-23 

Miller, Otho C. Rev. 3(2):21 
Miller, Re uben & Minerva 1(2):5 
Mills, Pe nn T"'1J. 2(2):27-29 
Milos, George: anicle by 2(2) :14-17 
Minick, James W., arch itect 5:41-52 

Photo il 5:43 
Mining expedition (1778) 4(2) :3- 11 
Miramar Iron & Railroad Co. 2(2):36 

3(1):41 
Mitchell, David 4(2) :13 
Monaghan Presby. Ch. il 2(1) :23 
Montgomeiy, john 4(1):22; 4(2) :17 
Moore, john 2(2):36 
More field , Ma1y Anne : anicle by 5:37-

40 
Mrs. /loyall's Pennsylvania by Anne 

Royall 4(1) :42-51 
Murders 

Babes in the Woods 1934 2(2):38, 39 
Carothe rs, Lucena & Polly 1801 
4( 1):31-36 
Carothe rs, john family 1798 5:37-40 

Murray, William J. : anicle by 4(2):29-31 
Musser, Amos 1(2) :11-15 
Myers, john 1(2):5-8 
Myers, Robert D. : an icle by 1(2):43-50 

1(2):45 

N 
National Ame rican Wo man 's Suffrage 

Assoc. 3(1 ):15 
Natio nal Historic Prese1vatio n Act of 1966 

I (2):44 
Natio nal Registe r of Historic Places 

3(2):36, 42 
Neale, William, Pres. Dickinson 4( 1) :43-

45 
Nelson, Roger: anicle by 4(1):3-15 
New Cumberland 

Benjamin Library il 3(2}cover 
New Cumberland, "What's in a Name." 

by Christine Raude nsky & Michael 
Ulsh 3(2):46-48 

New Kingston 1(2):25 
New To"'~l as Carlisle place name 

2( 1):8, 15, 16; 3(2) :45 
Newville 

Buildings ils 2(2):45, 46 



Photographic collection 1(2):38 
Nineteenth Cent. frame house, Carlisle il 

3(2):40 
Nisbet, Charles 5:53, 54 
Noble Order o f P'dtrons of Husbandry 

3(1):3-21 
North Newton Twp. 2(2):41-49 

0 
Olive r, Isabella, "Melancholy instance of 

Human Depraviry" extract quoted 
5:39, 40 

Owen, john, Death of Death 5:53, 54 

p 
P'd. 1792 map, sect ion 1 (2):24 
Pa. Associat ion Opposed to Woman Suf

frage 3(1) :16 
Pa. Bureau for Historic Preservation 

2(2):41 
Pa. Bureau of Land Records 3(2):14 
Pa. Constitution 1776 3(2):9 
Pa. Dept. of Agrriculture, Farmers Insti-

tute 3(1):13 
Pa. Grange 3(1):3-21 
Pa. Medical Society 5:8-15 
Pa. place names 1763 map 2(2) :4 
Pa. Pocket Map 1826, section 4(1):40,41 
Peace Church (Friedens) il 1 (2):27 
Penn, john, Gov. il 1(1):38 
~nn Tom1ship 125 Years by Robert ]. 

Smith 2(2):27-40 
Penn Tmmship 2(2):27-39 

Inns 2(2):29-31 
Map 1872 2(2):28 

~nnsylvania a Song 3(1):27-29 
Pennsylvania Railroad land 3(2):19 
Pennybacker, Mrs. Perry D. 3(1) :14 
Penrose, Richard A F. , Dr. 5:5 
Petrekin, William 4(2):17 
Photographers, Cumberland County 5:91-

96 
Plwtographic Holdings of Cumberland 

County Hiscorical Society by Susan 
Ha1tman 1(2):33-41 

Physicians 
Carlisle 5:5 
Education 5:10-13 
Licensing 5:9, 10 
Shippensburg 5:4 

Pictographic Drawings ar che Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School by Linda F. 
Smith 5:100-107 

Pictographs 
The Battle is Over il 5:104 
Conway Two Cut 's drawing il 5:103 
Courting ceremony 5:106 
Lesson on a Slate i/ 5:10 l 
Stude nt an il 5:107 
Two Cheyenne men il 5:105 
Ye llow Man Elick il 5:102 

Place names, Pa. map 2(2):4 
Plains Indian pictographs 5:100-107 
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Pollock, Oliver 4(1):33-36 
Residence, Silver Springs il 4(1):35 

Pont iac's War 4(1):10-13 
Porter, James house il 3(2) :39 
funfo/io of Aniscic Genius: the Archicec

wre of james W Minnick by Randolph 
H. Bates 5:41-54 

Post, Christian F. 2(2):3-13 
jo urnal il 2(2):13 

Postlethwa it, Samue l 4(1):20 
Pre-1858 Archicecwre in Lower Allen 

Tnp. by Virgin ia Rupp 3(1):30-38 
Presbyterian societies 2(1):3-30 

A Royall on 4(1):37-52 
Meeting houses pre-174 5 map 2(1):4 

Prohibition reform 2(2):18-26 
Prominent Grangers, 1901 il 3(1):9 

R 
Rage of Opposing Govemmenc: the 

Swmp Affair of 1768 by Linda A Ries 
1(1):21-45 

Raglan Rug Mills, Carlisle il 3(2):42 
Railroad depot 

Grantham 1(2):12 
Langsdorf il 3(1):43 
Mechanicsburg il 1(2) :36 

Railroad photo collection 1(2):39 
Raudensky, Christine & Michae l Ulsh: 

anicle by 3(2):46-48 
Reading Railroad 1(2):5 
Reviews 

Brunhouse, Robert L. , Miniawres of 
Meclwnicsbwg by Daniel ]. Heisey 
3(2):44-45 
Crist, Raben G. , Camp Hill a Hiscocy by 
William A Hunter 2(1):49, 50 
Flower, Milton E.,]ohn Dickinson Con
secvacive Revoluciomuy by Roland M. 
Baumann 2(1):50, 51 
Kanes, Lelage, Using Hiscorical Doctc 
mencs by Roland M. Baumann 4(1):55, 
56 
Mille r, M. A, Auwmn Leaves Since 
Shinar by Richard H . Steinmetz, Sr. 
4(2):47 
Sieler, E. Morris, !vlessiah College: a His
cocy by john Andrew 2(1):51, 52 

Revolutionary War 4(2) :3-11 
Ries, Linda A: articles by 1(1):21-45 

3(2):27-35; 5:90-99 
Ringrose, ). W, Fly Nee & Collar M;Nw f<cc

wring Company by William J. Murray 
4(2):29-31 

Riots over R;uificacion of the ConstiC!Ition 
by Milton E. Flowe r 4(2) :1 2-19 

Robercleau, Daniel, Genl. 4(2):3-11 
Robert Low1y Sibbet (1826-1898), A cVIed

ical Reformer by Whitfie ld J. Bell , Jr. 
5(1):3-18 

Rocky Spring Presby, Ch. il 2(1):21 
Rodgers, Richard house, 1771 

Lowther cVIanor il 3(1):32 
Rosebeny, Raben 1(2):47 



Rose garden Mill, 1740 il 1 (2):46 
Rosenberry, Amos & Annie 1(2):10 
Rowe, G. S., anide by 3(1):22-26 
Royal American Regiment 

Beating Order, 1757 rexr 4(1):15 
Machine Gun Det. il 4(1):13 

Royal American Regimenc by Roger Nel
son 4(1):3-15 

Royall, Anne 4(1):37-52 
Rupp, Virg inia: anicles by 2(1):31-42 

3(1):30-38 

s 
Sale of a Wife by her Husband ar Carlisle 

by Alice K. Marshall 4(2):32-35. Caveat 
on 5:59 

Samuel Roger Smich & Developmenc of 
Gramham by E. Morris Sider 1(2):3-18 

Saunders, William 3(1):6 
Schaeffer Elementary School, Camp Hill 

jJ 5:45 
Sche rich, john & Rachel, house, 1851 il 

3(1):33 
Sharp, Alexander barn, N. Newton il 

2(2):47 
Shaw, Anna, Rev. 3(1):15, 16 
Shelly, H. 0., farm, Grantham il 1(2):6 
Sherman 's Valley "Black Boys" 1(1):28-41 
Shippensburg, "What's in a Name" by 

Samuel Hozman 4(2) :45-46 
Shippensburg 2(2):6, 7 

Fon 1(1):14, 16 
People 's Coal Co. i/1(2) :38 
Photo collection 1(2):39 

Sh ippensburg Univers ity 
Buildings designed for 5:50 
Collegiate Institute 5:4 
Cumb. Valley Normal Sch. 4(2):36 
Stewan Hall 4(2):cover 

Shire manstown Childre ns Home 3(2):18-
26 

Sibbe t, Robert L. 5:3-18 
Medical chapte r in Wing's Hisc. 5:13 
Siege of Paris by 5:14, 15 

Sieler, E. Morris: anicle by 1(2):3-18 
Silas C. Swallow: lleformer by Richard H. 

Ste inmetz, Sr. 2(2) :18-26 
Silver Spring Presby. Ch. if 2(1) :9 
Slave1y 3(2):4; 4(1):31-36 
Smith , James 3(2) :6 
Smith , James, Rev. quoted 4(1):35, 36 
Smith , john A: diary & ltrs. 4(2):36-44 
Smith, Linda F.: anicle by 5:100-107 
Smith , Robert J.: an icles by 2(2):27-40 

3(1):39-47; 4(2):36-44 
Smith , S. R. Co. 

Noodle aclv. & noodle factory ils 1(2):4 
~mith , Samuel Roger, Pres. Mess iah Col

lege 1(2):cover; 1(2):3-18 
Smider, George barn, Southampton if 

2(2):43 
Southampton Twp. 2(2):41-49 
Spahr, Peter 3(2):39 
Spangler, Jacob 3(2):40 
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Spencer, joseph, Prof. 4(1 ):44 
Ste inmetz, Richard H., Sr.: anicle by 

2(2):18-26 
Stevenson, George 2(1) :43; 3(2):9 
Stewan Hall, Shippensburg il 4(2): cover 
Stonecutters 2(1):34 
Stump and Ironcutter inquest il 1(1):32 
Stump, Frederick 1 (1): 21-4 5 
Suffrage 2(2):24; 3(1):15, 16; 4(1) :47 
Swaim, Alice Mackenzie: peom by 

3(2):48 
Swaim, William T: anicle by 2(1):3-30 

3(2):45 
Swallow Fountain, Camp Hill il 2(2):23 
Swallow, Sil as C., Rev. 2(2):18-26: il 

2(2):18 
Swartz, Morris E., Sr., Rev. 3(2):18 
Symbolism on Cumberland County 

Tombstones by Virginia Rupp 2( 1) :31· 
42 

T 
Ten Presbyterian Mtg. Houses map 

2(1):4 
l110mas, Robert H., Col. , 3(1):3-21 il 

3(1):5 
l110mas, Robert H., Jr. 3(1 ):3, 14, 19 
l11ompson, john 3(2):9 
Thompson, joseph & Mary Ann 4(2) :32-

33 
l110mpson, Samuel, Rev. 2(1) :8, 11 
l110mpson, Temple, chjildren of 3(2):3 
Thomson, john , Rev. 2(1) :6-8 
l110rpe, Jim 1(2):34 , 35 
7lll'ee Mile Island, "Wh at's in a Name" by 

Elaine Hube r 2(1):43-45 
TMI survey maps 2(1):44, 45 
To the Left [Civil War sold iers] if 5:94 
Todd, Roger 1(2):33 
Tombstone symbols, Cumb. Cry 2(1):31· 

42 
Trimble, john H., Dr. 3(1):6 
1ritt, Peter N. 2(2):32 
Tritt, Richard: article by 5:108-110 
Truner, john R 3(2):39, 40 
Two Leathers Buckers and One Bag by 

George Faller 4(1) :16-30 

u 
Ulsh, Michael & Christine Raudensky: 

an icle by 3(2):46-48 
Underwood, Edward, Maj . il 5:93 
Unio n Fire Company, Carlisle 1789-1836 

4(1):16-30 
Bucket, Hat & Trumpet il 4(1):21 
Centennial, 1888 if 4(1):23 
Fire House il 4(1 ):18 · 
Fireman's Hat il 4(1):29 
First Motorized Equip. 4(1) :27 
Hose Cart if 4(1):25 

Unicecl Mechodisc Home for Children ac 
ShiremansroMJ by Martha L. D.erwe ile r 
3(2):18-25 



United States Constitution 
Article by Milton E. Flower 4(2):12·19 
Article by Eugene Hickok 4(2)'20-28 

United Scares Conscicurion and rlle Les
sons of Hisc01y by Eugene \YI. Hickok 
4(2):20-28 

Universalism opposed 5:53, 54 
Upper Allen 

Bicentennial 1(2):43-50 
Building Survey 1(2):47 
jubilee 76 1 (2):43-50 
Oral hist01y 1(2):48 
Map 1872 1(2):42 
Photo collection 1(2):48 
Records I (2):49. · 

Upper Allen Heritage Commircee: Irs Ori
gins by Robert D. Myers 1(2):43-50 

v 
VanDolsen, Nancy: articles by 2(2):41-49 

3(2):36-43 
Vethake, Hemy, Prof. 4(1):43, 44 

w 
Wade, George N.: 1(2) :cover, 2(1):cover 
Walker, joseph E.: article by 1(1):46-52 
War of 1812 1(1):46-52 
Weaver, james B. , Gen. 3(1):13 
Wenger, Crist G. 2(2):15 
What's is ;1 N;1me 

Rationale 2(2): 50 
See place names 
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White Hall 2(2):51, 52 
Whitehead, Mortimer 3(1):13 
\'Vhitehill, Robe rt 3(2):9; 4(2):13-15 
Wightman, john 4(1):49, 50 
William's Grove 4(2) :39, 41, 44 
Williams Grove, Grange Picnic 3(1):3-21; 

4(2):36-44 
Advertisement il 3(1):15 
Grange Ave. Cottages il 3(1) :21 
Grange Picnic 3(1):3-21; 4(2):36-43 
Tent Area il 3(1):17 
Woodrow Wilson Visit 4(2):36-44 

Williams Grove Special il 3(1):7 
Wilson, james Armstrong, Maj. 4(2):16-17 
Wilson, Samuel Rev. house, Lower Mifflin 

il 2(2) :44 
Wilson, Woodrow 4(2):36-44 
Wing, Conway, Rev. il 5:92 
Women's programs 3(1):14-16; 39-44 
Wooclbum, \YI. C., house, Newville il 

2(2):46 

y 

Yellow Tavern, Lemoyne 5:55 
York Haven Water and Power Co. 

2(1):43-45 

z 
Zeisberger, David 2(2):5 
Zinn, \YI. N. 2(2):16 







Partial List of Cumberland County 
Publications in Print 
Order your copy by sending a check (adding 6% sales tax and R5ct postage and 
handling) to the Society at 21 North Pitt Street, P.O. Box 626, Carlisle 17013). 

Biographies 
Jim Thorpe: Carlisle Indian Wilbur Gobrecht. $3.00 

Peter Cbartier: Knave of tbe Wild Frontier. William Hunter. $2.50 

Wi11iam Tbompson: A Shootin[!, Star. Allan Crist. $2.50 

Ge01ge Stevenson: Conse1vative as Revolutiona1y. Roland Baumann. $3.00 

Community History 
Planning of Carlisle and its Center Square. ]ames Flower. $5 

]ames Silver and his Communi~v. Norman Keefer. $2 

History of Cumberland County. Conway Wing. Reprint $36 

18th and 19th Century Courthouses. Murray and Flower. $2.25 

Camp Hill, A HistOI)'. Raben G. Crist. $23 including tax and mailing. 

Other 
Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, R. H. Pratt. Reprint. $3 

The Lyceum in Carlisle and Cumberland County. Warren Gates. $2.25 

Index to the Biographical Annals of Cumberland County. Cordelia Neitz. $5 

Three Cumberland Coun~ Woodcarvers: Schimmel, Mountz, and 
Barret. Milton E. Flower, $10. 

Guide to tbe Historical Markers of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. $1.00 

Cumberland Coun~v Histo1y. Previous Issues, $5.00 

Adas of Cumberland County Pennsylvania 1858. $30 


