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Introduction and Call for Papers 

The 2010 Journal provides our readers with an eclectic variety of topics to review. 
Beginning with a personal family perspective on World War I by Jane Myers 
Seller, the author shares her parents' war experiences as recorded in family letters 
from the time. John Bland, a frequent contributor to this Journal, provides an 
in depth look at one sailor's experiences during World War II. Barbara Bartos 
shares the types of information that can be learned from the Insolvent Debtor 
Petitions. Former CCHS intern, Lindsay Houpt-Varner, contributes an overview 
of court actions taken in Cumberland County as a response to the fugitive slaves 
caught in the County prior to the Civil War. Beverly Bone, a member of the 
Hamilton Library staff, shares information about a lost cemetery in Mechan
icsburg. Another contribution from Barbara Bartos, the Cumberland County 
Archivist, is an update on the continuing effort to malce County Government 
records accessible to the public. Finally, Karl Pass presents a concise review of the 
latest CCHS publication, Plan!? Bottom Chairs and Chairmaleers: South Central 
Pennsylvania 1800- 1880 by Merri Lou Schaumann. 

The 20 11 issue of Cumberland County HistOI)' will focus on the Civil War as 
this country begins the observation of the 150'" anniversary of that period of 
United States history. This serves as a notice to our members and readers of this 
publication that we are seeking papers that further expand our understanding 
of this tragic period of American history as those events relate to Cumberland 
County. Topics could include any of the following: 

Confederate invasion of Cumberland County 
Stories of individual soldiers or regiments from Cumberland County 
Experiences of local citizens, particularly African Americans from the 

county 
Civil War era businesses, medicine, crafts, and culture 
Impact of the Civil War on life during and after the war 
Transcriptions of letters and diaries from the period. 

Researchers I writers should not feel limited to topics suggested in the list 
above. Please discuss any ideas you have with the editor of the Journal. Completed 
articles need to be submitted by May of 2011 to be considered for inclusion in 
the 2011 issue. Some articles may not be able to be included in that issue but 
will be considered for subsequent issues as the observation of the anniversary 
of the war continues through 2015 . 

Looking forward to 2012, it should be noted that the 200'" anniversary of 
the War of 1812 will begin to be observed. Essays on how that period of United 
States history was realized in Cumberland County would be of interest. 

David L. Smith, Editor 
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A Soldier's Letters 
jane Myers Seller 

'1 fear I shall never arrive at the point where a letter from you doeSJ·1't 
cause the sun to shine brighter upon its arrival. "So wrote a corporal ~n 
the American Expeditionary Forces in France to his wife at home In 

1919. 

Introduction 

After fifteen years of undisturbed 
residence in my mother's letter box, 
which I had for safe keeping after 
her death, 177 letters written from 
May of 1918 to June the following 
year finally roused my curiosity and 
demanded my attention . As I read 
their wonderful letters, I met for 
the first time two people in their 
twenties, devoted to their country 
and to each other and their baby. 
I read of normal daily routines as 
well as life changing events in the 
lives of their parents and siblings, 
plus a faithfully censored account 
ofWorld War I Army life. 

John Myers and Eunice Ingham 
met when she moved from Laporte, 
a small town in northern Pennsyl
vania, to Camp Hill to teach music 
and art in the Camp Hill and Lem
oyne Schools. John, a lawyer prac
ticing in Lemoyne, was secretary of 

John E. and Eunice I. Myers wedding 
photo, LaPorte, Pennsylvania, July 8, 1916. 

Photo part of the Myers I Seller Co!!ection, 
CCHS Photo Archives, 

donated by the Se!!er's fomi6' in 2006 
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the School Board and the first person Eunice met upon arrival. They married 
in 1916 and welcomed their first child a year later. Although there is nothing 
written about his decision to enlist, later comments and those of others point 
to a great concern for peace in this country and justice in Europe. In a letter to 
Eunice's father, Frank Ingham, her uncle, Ellery Ingham, wrote: 

'1 am ve1y glad to hear that john is all right. I have great admiration 
and respect for him. A man who has a wife and baby and enlists to serve his 
counny is deserving of the VeJ)' best that can be given. I predict that john 
will receive high awards. It is to men lilee him that the coming generation 
will look I thinle he is fine and true and noble and my hat is off to him 
and my house is open to him and his so long as I live and have a habitation 
and home." (undated) 

This letter from the New York City lawyer to his country lawyer brother also 
spoke of Frank's recent election to the State House of Representatives, Ellery's 
good life in New York City, including riding in a Cadillac, but, alas, the pain 
of having his upper teeth extracted! 

For the duration of the war a plan was developed for Eunice and ten month 
old Tommy to move in with Eunice's parents in Laporte where Tommy's 
grandmother, Henrietta Ingham, would care for the baby while Eunice taught 
school. 

Camp Meade 
John reported to Camp Meade, Maryland, May 25, 1918, having traveled by 

train with 29 "fellows" for whom he seemed to feel some responsibility, including 
loaning a towel to 'a fellow named Marldq whom we took out ofjail to have him go 
with us. He [Mar/dey] had nothing but what the Red Cross gave him and he certainly 
did need a bath." John was somewhat embarrassed by one young enlistee who 
called him Mr. Myers . He wrote that their first supper was "macaroni, creamed 
potatoes, applesauce and bread without butta "(25 May 1918) 

The new private listed seven "fine fellows"from Cumberland County, plus "the 
Lancaster County group, half of whom were also fin e fellows but the other halfmust 
have been gathered up fimn pool halls and alleys. 'There was also a Polish man who 
had been taken from Carlisle jail and who quickly landed in the guardhouse 
mainly because he wouldn't (or couldn't) communicate. 

Referring with some passion to his enlistment, John wrote to Eunice: 

'1 feel that I am indebted to yourfother and mother beyond even my 
thanl<s for the many things they have done for me. I shall not enumerate 
them. But having made it possible for one more soldier to enter the fight on 
the side of right and justice against all that seems bad and horrible, they 
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can fiel that they have done their bit for the civili~ation which means al~ 
to us and which lilee all things is attained and retamed on61 at great cost. 

(27 May 1918) 

To his sister, Helen Stevens, he wrote: "The situation in Europe does not im
prove for us. It seems that England and France and Italy all await the coming of the 

Americans." (2 June 1918) 
He told his wife: "Life here has been more pleasant so fiu· than I expected. I have 

only the evenings to myself and I shall spend t~?em writin~ to you." (27 May 1918) 
And to his mother he admitted it seemed like a vacauon. (28 May 1918) 

John Myers in uniform in France, 1918. 

Photo courtesy of SeiLer's fomily 
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In the next letter to Eunice (29 May 1918) he referred to four drill sessions 

and time in the stable but he "felt that the hard physical exertion is good for me. " 
The next day he told of several fellows fainting when they got their typhoid 
shots and reported hearing that '3 boys .fi'om Lancaster County ran away fi'om 
here yesterday- three days after they arrived. " Bur, he added, "Most of the boys are 
in good humm: " 

Food was a consistent theme throughout the account of Army life. On June 
4'" he wrote of breakfast "consisting of oatmeal, fi'ied potatoes and fish . It was all 
good except for the Carnation milk which is used exclusively. " But for dinner (after 
drilling and caring for a nice, quiet bay horse) he enjoyed "beefstew, bread pud
ding and ice water, plus bread and butter. "Another dinner consisted of" roast beef, 
boiled potatoes, pea bean tomato salad, and corn starch pudding. "Mter supper he 
purchased ice cream. 

Months later in France he would mention special treats such as hot chocolate 
or chocolate candy. One time he thanked Eunice for sending Hershey chocolate, 
which he preferred to European chocolate. It is no wonder that even with the 
heavy exercise during the next twelve months he put on weight to the point 
that Eunice started one letter "Dear john or maybe I should say Dear Fatty. "He 
weighed a slight 131 pounds when he enlisted, but after a year of Army food, 
he weighed 154, much to his chagrin. 

Throughout his year in the service he wrote frequently of banking and law 
matters back home. Often in letters to Eunice he enclosed the statements when 
clients mailed him fees for prior legal service. He considered her a meticulous 
record keeper, and since she gave these papers safe keeping for the next seventy 
years, he must have been right. The correspondence with his father, Robert L. 
Myers, who was president of Lemoyne Trust Co where John had been spend
ing half of his professional time, almost always featured business references -
investments, real estate, deeds, mortgages, opinions on possible new employees 
and the economy in general. Local people continued to seek his legal advice. 
Enclosed with his May 25'" letter was a neatly written apology for the lateness of 
his attached $4.75 fee payment from a Mr. S. E. White. In a letter from Camp 
Meade he sounded a little peeved: 

"'have a couple of letters to write today. M1: Gochnauer sent me a paper 
consisting of 12 pages to examine, etc. I shall return it today. I wonder what 
he thinks I do to pass the time. " 

While John seems to have been questioned for his advice from clients and even 
from his father, at the same time his father could not resist giving the twenty
six year old lawyer parental advice on pocket money. Robert Myers wrote the 
following to his son: 
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"When distance is considered, $25 seems to be a mighty small amount 
of pocket money; but have you comidered carefully the danger attending the 
carrying of cash on yourperson? It would be a great temptation to weal< com
paniom. Maybe I am wrong in this thought; but I wish to give comideration 
to it, at any rate. You can always draw on your credit at the Lemoyne Ti-ust 
Company if you are within reach of a cable station ... You have experience 
enough to /mow how to handle that matte/: "(8 June 1918) 

Actually, the legal and banking business probably made more sense than a 
private's duties. On June 8'h he wrote with a wry humor, "By the wa)t, tomorrow I 
am not a soldier but a chamber maid. In other words I am room o1der61 under Butt, 
the oilman of Lemoyne. I will not have to go to Reveille, retreat or anything else but 
I will be worl<ing most of Sunday. My principal duty is to sweep the jlo01~ " 

Other unusual activity for this young lawyer was target practice, which he 
said he enjoyed and did well, and working in the kitchen - about which he 

made no comment. 
The chambermaid nomenclature came up again several letters later when he 

was " ... chambermaid for the horses. V(lhen our squad was th1·ough, at 8 a.m., the 
stalls etc. were swept, cobwebs moped (sic) off the walls and the horse stable Lool<ing 
spicle and span." (12 June 1918) Cleaning the stable brought no complaint, and 
he reported that after a seven mile hike carrying arms, they enjoyed a dinner of 

baked beans and stewed onions with rice pudding for dessert. 
Interestingly, after supper they had foot inspection. "We all removed our shoes 

and stocl<ings and the captain with 2 Lieutenants walleed down the aisles and Looleed 
them over. One hour later a List of names was posted of those having 'dirty feet' and 
those with 'long toenails.' This is the nature of motherly care and attention, isn't it? 
My name didn't appem: "he assured her. ( 12 June 1918) 

In that same letter was enclosed a receipt for $35, his last payment as solicitor 

of the East Pennsboro Township School District. 
Shortly after enlistment he initiated an effort for a furlough for a home visit. 

'1 see by the paper that the RR fore is to be one cent a mile so I should malee fi·equent 
trips." (27 May 1918) A month later John's efforts to obtain a pass for a weekend 
visit with Eunice in Camp Hill came to fruition . (It apparently was the only 
pass he got.) He wrote '1 never had a happier 24 hours than those which I spent 

with you." (3 July 1918) 
In July John was transferred to the Headquarters Company. He was disap-

pointed that he was assigned no horse to ride so assumed he would be in an 
office. "Of course that relieves me of stable duty which is some compensation. "(21 

June 1918) 
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Life at Home 

John's letters, and those from his family, provided a fairly vivid picture of life 

in Laporte with Eunice and Tommy and in Camp Hill and Jersey Shore with 

his parents and siblings. He saved and brought home a few letters from Eunice, 

and he usually sent her the letters he had received from his parents and siblings, 

but the majority of home correspondence was lost in France. 

Throughout the year John urged his wife to take time to enjoy herself, buy 

some pretty clothes, and go visiting. Once she and Tommy visited Marion, a 

college friend in Corning, NY. Marion's husband was also in France. Other times 

she visited relatives in Athens, Scranton, New York City and Camp Hill, all with 

John's strong encouragement. His only cautionary word on her activities was 

that she "take some care when swimming in Lake Molwma. "(Letter undated) 

John's letters always mentioned Tommy. In one letter, apparently referring 

to something she had written about Tommy's temper, he admonished her to 

raise the not quite two-year-old to be a kind and thoughtful boy. Later he 

apologized for the "sermon." Eunice and the baby seemed to thrive while living 

with her parents and Eunice's two younger siblings. While not much was said 

about Eunice's sister Jean, ten years her junior, other than her helpfulness with 

the baby, her concerns expressed about her brother, Joe, a college student at 

the time, was apparent. John commented about Joe's smoking, hoping that it 

wasn't cigarettes. Later John suggested that Joe attend Dickinson Law School 

after graduating from Bucknell. 

In 1918 Joe had been scheduled for a summer job of managing Mokoma 

Inn, but before he got started it burned to the ground. According to Eunice's 

undated June letter, "There was a terrible calamity here about 3 o'clocle Thursday 
morning- Molwma Inn burned to the ground. john Hassen who was burned out 
of Hotel Bernmd Last ]amtal]t, was in charge of the inn. This time he Lost everything 
- in foct, they bare61 escaped with their lives, and what little they slept in on a hot 
night. -Jimmie Little in nothing but his birthday suit and a blush. Poor jimmie 
didn't get awalee till he was out in the road, but he ran all the cars out of the garage 
in that costume. " 

During the summer months Eunice did some clerking in her uncle's grocery 

store until September when she taught in the little elementary school on a 

month-to-month basis, rather than a full year's contract. This turned out to 

be a good plan; by the spring her mother became ill and was no longer able to 

care fot· Tommy. 
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Overseas 
John left New York Harbor July 9, one day after their second wedding anni-

versary, and "had a very quiet uneventful trip to Brest, France." Upon arrival nine 
days later, he told his father he had been too busy to be seasick but he "did not 
enjoy it in the Least. "To his sister, Alice Sigler, he admitted, "My body was not in 
the greatest comfort all the time." ( 13 August 1918) 

John Myers and group of American Expeditionary Force soldiers. 
The photo was taken in France in 1918. 

Photo courtesy of Seller's fami61• 

Once on land they spent four days and three nights in crowded boxcars which 
some of the time simply sat on sidetracks. Then they walked about 15 miles to 
their assignment. John was billeted in a private home with a family in the small 
French village of Maatz for six weeks. He remarked about the strong women 
and boys who worked the fields. From there they traveled by train to Revigny 
and marched for two days to Sommelosie where they were "paclud Like sardines 
in French trucles with solid tires, no headlights and Chinese drivers. "(26 July 1918) 
(The names of the places they travelled to were not given until his November 

25th letter after the war was over.) 
When he reached his destination in August he described the "happiest day I 

have spent since I left America. " ( 1) He went to church for the first time in three 
months, (2) bought a small cal{e of chocolate and (3) received a letter from his 
wife. He was happy as well to have found that the YMCA had a good library. 

(5 August 1918) 
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In his new headquarters he was issued a steel helmet and gas mask but his 
work was still in the office. Now a PFC (Private First Class) with the assurance 
of a $2.60 pay raise monthly, he continued his rifle practice and expected to be 
involved in battles which were not far from his quarters. (18 August 1918) 

However, whether he was about to see action is unknown. His shakily writ
ten September 8th letter came from a hospital bed where he had been suffering 
from the endemic Spanish Flu. After a few days at the Evacuation Hospital he 
rode on a Red Cross train for two days and a night to another hospital located 
in an old monastery, which he estimated to be about 250 miles from the front . 
He claimed that the Red Cross train was quite comfortable and that his only 
regret was that he couldn't eat any of the chocolate they kept handing out. ( 18 
September 1918) In a later letter he reported arriving at the hospital with noth
ing except his pajamas and his hat. (29 September 1918) 

After several weeks he was able to spend some time reading and eventually he 
could walk about on the monastery grounds where once he saw "thrilling stunts 
by airplanes .fi'om the nearby American Aviation School. Several times machines were 
turned upside down, tail over head and also sidewise. I guess the follows that can do 
that are about ready to fight the Germans. "The contrast of acrobatic flying with 
his earlier mention of caring for the horses indicated dramatic changes in the 
mode of fighting wars. (3 October 1918) 

The four to six week recuperation invited much time spent looking at pho
tographs from home and daydreaming about not just home but about a house. 
"What would you think of tile floors? They have them here in France, " he asked 
Eunice. 

Getting his mind back on the war, he said, "We are slowly beating the Germans. 
Slowly but surely. But the price will be as high as the victory is great. "(3 October 
1918) 

Full recovery allowed him to leave the hospital October 8 with fifteen other 
recovered patients. On the way back to his company they "passed several towns 
which had been shot to pieces. Not a pleasant sight. We also passed a place that loolud 
as if an immense mower had passed by. Immense trees had been cut off evoywhere 
Leaving the valley bare. "When he finally returned to his old company he was 
overjoyed to find thirty-five letters from home, plus numerous newspapers and 
magazmes. 

While he was in the hospital, "the 304'" Engineers were active6' engaged in 
the war with the Germans. The regiment took part in the drives for the capture 
of Malancourt, Monfonion and Nantillois, being engaged for 21 days in work on 
roads behind and in some cases in advance of the infantry and tanh Of course 
they had their share of wounded and killed." (Letter to his father 25 November 
1918) To his wife he said: "'t seems bad that I should have been absent .fi'om what 
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5 months of training and much expense to Uncle Sam had trained me fm~ " (24 
October 1918) 

During his illness, not only did his fellow soldiers get active use ofUncle Sam's 
training, but his job as company clerk was given to someone else. He told his 
wife now "!help the Supply Sergeant. That means I do the worle and report to him 
from time to time. Moses, but he is slow ... For some reason I would hate to go through 
this war with the title "clerk" so Im not feeling blue over it. " ( 1 November 1918) 

The November 1st letter was written from a dugout constructed by "the 
Fritzies. "He related that it had a stove and though crowded with four men, it 
was comfortable and apparently safe. "Yesterday afternoon the Germans sent over 
a few H. E. and shrapnel shells. (High Explosive Shells and Shrapnel Shells, types 
of artillery shells used by both sides during World War I.) 1 The fellows call them 
G-S cans unless they come close when they are 'whizbangs. ' ... Most of them do no 
damage whatever and you don't hear them in a dugout, so don't worry about my 
physical or mental welfare. " 

He described some of the more lurid scenes of war to his father: 

"Sgt. Neyser; another Pvt. named Utley - a fine fellow from Perry 
County - and I went forward to find a place for the company to tent for 
the night. We marched, the three of us, through Charry, Mare and Cumieres 
to Regneville where the headquarters of the I 04"' Engrs., whom we were 
to relieve, were located. Chamy and Mare and Regneville consist of heaps 
of stones and a few chimneys and pieces of wall standing upright here and 
there. Cumiers was the most pitiable sight for a town you can imagine. On 
our road to Regneville from Mare we passed a place where the shell holes 
overlapped everywhere and barbed wire and broken up soil seemed worse 
than ever. Glancing to the side of the road while in the midst of this I saw 
a sign 'Cumieres. 'Near it was a hay mower half buried. That was all of 
Cumieres that remains. The fighting there must have been fierce. " 

"That night I guarded a wagon at Regneville and saw and heard that 
town gets its mighty shelling, there being a bridge nearby and a railroad there 
which the army wished to put out of business. Nothing landed very close 
to me and I had a good nap after I was relieved .... While we were living at 
Regneville I went with a small party across the Meuse to our present quarters 
where we were to dig for a dugout. On the way we passed a dead horse on 
one side of the road with his dead rider on the other; at another place horses 
were running around with blood running from their wounds and a couple 
of fellows were being carried to an ambulance. This was the result of the 
bombardment we had heard as we approached. We soon started to work and 
kept at it for about an hour when the shells began to fall again. They came 
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close again and we all dived into a half completed dugout. It had nothing 
but a piece of iron as a roof but none of us were hurt. Several men and a 
dozen horses were leilled on that occasion. I had a fow such experiences and 
once or twice wore a gas masle to protect myself from gas but otherwise I 
had no excitement . .. Company E, my old company really did quite well. In 
fact the whole regiment has done creditably on this drive. And they were in 
it until I IAM November II, I9I8. We had some men wounded that ve~y 
morning while putting a bridge over the Thinte. "(25 November 1918) 

John wrote to his mother of the Armistice. At 10:30 on November 11 the 
guns were still firing but by 11:00 all shooting stopped. The Americans had 'a 
real old fashioned Fourth of july celebration - rockets, star shells, burning powder 
having lighted up the sley in all directions. " ( 13 November 1918) 

To his wife the same day he wrote "the people of America can at last have a real 
celebration. "On the 15'" he described the "not so grand conditions in the dugout," 
where he was "very well, ve1y dirty, usually hungry and a mighty good sleeper: What 
more can be wanted? Besides when we go to the rear I shall probably receive a bath. 
0, what a joy that shall be." Keeping his mind on both continents, John would 
tend to the couple's finances, suggesting from time to time that she sell some 
stock or write to the government if her allotment would be late (which seemed 
to be most of the time). Now and then he sent her small amounts of money 
he had saved from his own pay. With one letter he enclosed a money order 
for her to take her mother to Williamsport to see a show and have dinner. (1 

November 1918) 
The fighting was over and an eight to nine month waiting period began. 

Fortunately, he was given a new job helping the Regimental Historian compile 
a history of the Regiment from its beginning over a year ago. "Seems funny that 
the nearest I have really come to actual fighting in this war is the writing of[an] 
infinitesimal part of its history. At least I have not had a chance to run my bayonet 
through a Dutchman." (13 November 1918) 

Later he wrote that a party was being planned. He was to join four others in 
the company clerk's dugout for a feast of hot chocolate, one can of blackberry 
jam and one can of apricots. He recalled a similar party in the dugout a couple 
of weeks earlier when they received a "deuce of a shelling" and didn't know it 
until morning. (20 November 1918) 

By the end of November they were still waiting for a long promised 14 day 
hike. John was then able to identify his whereabouts- north ofVerdun- where 
he was in a new bunk the soldiers built. Unfortunately rats felt they had the 
right to share their home. "Obie (his bunle mate) foars rats more than he ever foared 
Hun G-I cans orgas. He makes a search of the place every night to make sure there 
is no jam or bread to show them to his bunk." (24 December 1918) 
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And more in another letter on the unwelcome rodents he wrote: "Rats are 
becoming quite friendly now, their visits being daily as well as nightly. Poor Obie 
knocks the side of the hut with his knuckles to scare them away at night but they are 
used to that now. Several nights ago I got awalee and saw a horrible head sticking 
through a cracle about 6 inches from me. We just looleed at each other for a while 

and t~'en Mr. Rat withdrew. I still hate the creatures but it is useless to fight with 
them. 

Writing to a Carlisle lawyer ("Mr. Sellers") John profiled the men in his 
dugout: 

"No. I. The I" Sergeant of the Compan)t, ex-Marine, globetrotte1; 
Californian, a real soldier; says little and thinks much. The best follow I 
have met in the Army. 

No 2. The ex-First Sergeant. A Pennsylvania Dutchman whose jolees 
generally fail, but a mighty good-natured follow. 

No 3. The mess sergeant. The 01phan child of a rich Philadelphian 
with an income of $70,000 per yem: Weight 220, he has a guardian at 
home so he does not die drinking booze. The clown of the company. When 
he was asked at Camp Meade what work he had ever done the only thing 
he could say was that he once acted with the Masle and Wig Club. And he 
told the truth. 

No 4. The only son of a jewish undertaker in Philadelphia. A mighty 
nice boy who surely wants to go home. The 'Boswell' of No 3 . Believe me I 
enjoy these long evenings with this bunch. "(1 November 1918) 

Although John heard rumors that their company would go home in a few 
months, he was not optimistic at this point. He applied for school in Paris, but 
a later letter revealed that his application was denied. Possibly the schooling 
provided for soldiers was largely remedial and not appropriate for a college
educated person. 

In his letters to Eunice, John refers to her everyday news from home: her 
father's election to the House, Mr. Barnitz's flu, her teaching, Tommy's growth, 
Myers family news and homes that might be on the market for them. Eunice, 
meanwhile, told him of the wonderful things little Tommy would do as well as 
her frustration with her school. In February she complained that there was no 
teacher for the high school so they had sent the students home. (She taught the 
elementary students .) A man had come to see the school but wouldn't take the 
job for just $75. He had expected $150, she said! (20 February 1919) 
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Death of John's sister, Helen Stevens 
December's mail brought a series of distressing letters from home. First, John's 

father wrote that Helen Stevens had delivered a baby weighing only 33,4 pounds 
on November 27 (Wednesday). Her mother, Joanna, joined a Miss Zimmerman 
who had traveled to Jersey Shore to help Helen with the baby and the other 
three children. On Sunday, December 1, Joanna Myers telephoned Robert to 
say that Helen had influenza in what was a raging epidemic. So that night John's 
brother, Bob, now out of Army training in Texas, took the train for Jersey Shore 
"with a view of rendering such assistance as he could give." (9 December 1918) 
Robert L. Myers had offered to send a Camp Hill doctor up to care for Helen, 
but "Mother wouldn't consent to it. "(2 December 1918) 

The second letter was from John's father to Eunice, telling her that "Helen 
was poorly yesteJday. The doctor was putting her through a sweating process in o1der 
to reduce her temperature, and they would not allow even Mother to see hn:" (3 
December 1918) 

And the third, from Eunice, began: 'Tm wondering how Tm going to tell you, 
but it's something that can't be leept fi'om you- bad news about Helen. In your father's 
last lettn; of which he sent a copy to me, he prepared you for the worst. I thought he 
shouldn't have said so much, but it's a good thing he did, I guess, whether he expected 
it then or not. Bob telephoned this morning about 8:30 .... She died last night at nine. 
I immediately wired to asle if! should come. "(5 December 1918) 

The close-knit Myers family was stricken by Helen's death. In Robert Myers' 
complete account of his daughter's death he explained that because of"poor train 
service" he could not get to Helen's bedside before her death, but that in addition 
to Helen's husband, both her brother Bob and her mother were with her. Helen's 
sisters, Allie and Joan, were prevented by their doctor from making the trip to 
Jersey Shore because of their own illnesses. "!was sony your little family was not 
represented. "(9 December 1918) Although Eunice had originally offered to go, 
she ultimately decided not to take the chance of infecting Tommy and herself 
with Spanish influenza. John strongly supported this decision. 

John wrote to Eunice: "If ever I felt the four thousand long miles between you 
and me, girl, I do tonight. My mourning must be among men who have of late 
become almost callous to death but, as you !mow, it must nevertheless be deep. "(31 
December 1918) 

To his parents he wrote: '1 on6t bear my own burden forfi'01n you and pray to 
God to bring comfort to your sad and weary hearts. Yet as I write I recall B1yant's 
Thanatopsis, which lies before me. We can have the assurance that Helen was 'sus
tained and soothed by an unfaltering trust' and that these three poor little children 
still have their mamma to look down upon them. I shall fiJI to write to john Stevens 
in a few days. "(28 December 1918) 
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According to Robert L. Myers' letter to John, he and Helen's mother and the 
widower, John Stevens, agonized at length over the best solution for the children. 
A Mrs. Baird proposed a solution at 3:00A.M. Thursday, suggesting that John 
Stevens "set aside thirty orforty or fifty thousand dollars for the maintenance of his 
children; that the children be installed in our home and that john (Stevens) establish 
a boarding place near by. It appears to be impossible to get intelligent help at jersey 
Shore. Robert (Helen's brothel; Bob) is the chief foetor up there just now, and he 
remains cheerful, and manages to give Helen's babies the time of their life. " 'john 
Stevens has arranged for him (baby Joseph) to be cared for at the hospital for two 
months. Allie telephoned up Friday that after that she wants to talu him." 

John's father wrote: "Can you realize what a year of anxieties this has been to the 
Myers fomi6t- the wm; sick Ji'iends, Robert's enlistment, your enlistlnent, and Helen's 
case; and I am justified in saying that of all of these your own case is now giving us 
the most anxiety. It does seem to us that we should have by this time received a letter 
.fi'om you dated after the armistice was signed,· for that alone will relieve our anxiety." 
(9 December 1918) There was always a delay in receiving letters - sometimes 
about four weeks, sometimes even longer. 

On January 1 John wrote of his concerns about the Stevens children to Eu
nice, '1 hope the little one is living and thriving now; but its arrival makes this sad, 
sad death pitiful. As you probably !mow, Mother's mother died leaving her a three 
year old baby, so I have no fear that those four babies will not be cared for and grow 
up well. But that is a problem. I can't bear the idea of rough nurses and hired girls 
raising those children. I hope that all are in Camp Hill to stay by this time. "Indeed 
three of them were in Camp Hill with the infant to follow three months later. 
Alice, Mary and John Stevens lived with their grandparents. Alice Sigler added 
the baby to her own brood. 

John worried that Eunice and Tommy might also become ill with Au. He 
cautioned her about letting others kiss Tommy while influenza was still around. 
In another letter he suggested that the best defense against flu was a "thorough 
swabbing (of the throat) with iodine and g6tcerin." 

The Long Wait 
As the year of 1919 continued, the thrust of the letters was always toward 

coming home. With the war over John felt he was contributing little to the 
country's welfare by remaining in France and that he was needed at home. He 
was deeply touched by the tragedy in the Stevens family, and having learned 
that Eunice's mother was too ill to care for their son, he applied for a discharge. 
Unfortunately, although the discharge was approved by his immediate superiors, 
it was refused farther up the ranks. His letters to Eunice continued to describe 
the countryside, small outings and food. Those to his father included more 
comments on business and law. 
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Since the day after Christmas their quarters were in Tilly-sur-Meuse, near St. 
Mihiel. They were assigned to a large stone house, which had served as a hospital. 
His time continued to be devoted to payroll and personnel matters, but his law 
credentials were also useful in instances such as preparing a paper on property 
for a lieutenant from Montana and doing the same for an Italian, although "' 
explained my knowledge of Italian jurisprudence was not quite equal to that. " 

On January 6 he enclosed a map clipped from the New York Times on which 
he marked the camp they used for six weeks and Regneville where they lived in 
dugouts. He wrote about the destitute Russian soldiers he had observed work
ing around him. 

"If the well fed, comfortably housed Americans, with books to read and 
plenty of money to spend are disoriented, what must be the feelings of these 
illiterate, half starved penniless Russians? When will they get a home? And 
what will they have to go to? I hate to think of myself in their places. I am 
ashamed to think that I have already complained once or twice that they 
never tell us when we shall go home. " 

Some of the Russian soldiers lived at Thieville and walked the 15 miles to 
Suilly to do odd jobs and get three meals before they walked back home at the 
end of the day. John suggested, "When Russia finally settles down, as it must sooner 
or late1~ that will be a wonderful country. " 

Later in January he was sent to Suilly to compile statistics of the occupa
tions of enlisted men in his division. "When we are through, some department in 
Washington will proudly announce that the Army was made up ofso many butchers, 
baleers, candlestick makers, etc. Aside fi'om that the job is useless. "He added, "'am 
sort of a paperwork utility man for the 304 Engineers" and "the consolation is that 
I travel around a bit and so don't suffer fi·om ennui. " 

A little chocolate also helped. "'spent fi'om 3 to 4:15 in the YMCA this after
noon waiting for a cup of cocoa and a jam sandwich. I got them. I surely am now 
fond of cocoa. I can drink a quart at a sitting. " 

Although John had been promoted to "the sublime and exalted state of corporal" 
several months earlier, he neglected to mention it until his January 19th letter. 
He was then eligible for $104 per month. 

A seven-day leave at beautiful Val-les-Bains in the Ardeche Leave Area brought 
a welcome breal( from the boredom with his assignments. There the YMCA 
operated a sort of hotel for the American soldiers. John wrote of the beauty of 
the hills, castle ruins, streams and villages and proposed that Eunice and he 
return to Val-les-Bains sometime. Eunice kept the booklet and post cards with 
his letters. She wrote back to him: "Your predictions for a trip abroad two years 
hence do sound like a dream, but I intend to keep the letters, so at least I can do my 
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part. Maybe ifyou go in partnership with Barnitz and King (who are coining money, 
your mother says) maybe we will be able to go. "(mailed 11 April 1919) 

Writing from Val-les-Bains, he answered some of Eunice's questions, one 
of which must have been about cooking. He told her every company had a 
kitchen on wheels and when they would remain in an area they would have a 
stove with ovens. During the war they had to walk one at a time to the camou
flaged kitchen and scurry back to the dugout to eat their ration or else stay in 
the dugout and eat some of the corned beef and crackers they would carry in 
their packs if the kitchen was not available. No, he told her, he had never seen 
a war correspondent. 

The YMCA and Knights of Columbus would serve men in the rear, but the 
Salvation Army went right to the front . "The average doughboy will always have 
respect for the Salvation Army," he said. One should note that both the YMCA 
and the Knights of Columbus provided stationery for the soldiers. (27 January 
1919) 

John wrote disparagingly of the "Stars and Stripes" which, he said, he had 
"never read it that I did not throw it down in disgust. It is simply a means forfeed
ing the soldiers pap. So horrib6t innocuous. "In the next letter he enclosed a copy 
of"Stars and Stripes" but this was not retained with the collection of letters. In 
that letter he made a reference to Gilbert Malcolm, an old College friend who 
years later became vice president of Dickinson College. One might surmise that 
Malcolm had been mentioned in the "Stars and Stripes." 

Mter the visit to Vals-les-Bains, John returned to Tilly-sur-Meuse where he 
continued his efforts for discharge on the basis of hardship at home. He men
tioned some of the other cases that had been approved and said, "'am sony and 
sort of mad because this thing has been turned down. " ( 12 February 1919) 

This soldier shared his thoughts on whatever he had been reading: 

All of the fellows over here derive a great deal of amusement fi'om the 
articles we read fi·om time to time about how this war has made a bunch 
of ordinary human beings into 'strong, deep chested, stalwart, clear eyed' 
etc. etc. etc. men. War is wm: This war will most lilee6t have the same effect 
on soldiers that eve1y war has - This war has made some cripples, some 
drunles, some loafers. It has improved the health of some, has given many a 
broader view of life, it is true. But the great majority of the American boys 
who return fi'om France will be the same steadj1, commonplace, home loving 
and harmless youths that left Hobolun 6 months and 2 years ago only they 
will be that much older: " ( 17 February 1919) 

Other letters during the spring months told of novels and poetry he had read 
after completing payroll and reports. Some were Lorna Doone, David Hant1n, 
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Richard Carvel, Coniston (by Churchill), jane Eyre, The Courtship of Miles 
Standish. However, enclosed with one letter is an American Library Association 
book order for The Federal Reserve by Willis. No doubt he felt the need to do 
some professional reading as his homecoming drew closer. 

Not intending to break any rules, John walked to off-limits Fort de Troyan, 
where the French guards admitted him anyway. The forts are "large stone affoirs 
bristling with cannon and alive with men. From the distance of even 200 feet it 
looles lilee a mound of earth and a small one at that. "Fort de Troyan, although 
battered, had kept the Germans from passing the Meuse River. John added that 
the French soldiers were always pleasant and acquiescent to the Americans when 
they should have enforced the rules. (22 February 1919) 

Even with the opportunity to do some sightseeing, John's thoughts were not 
far from his parents' home where the Stevens children were. His mother wrote 
of seeking a solution for "this tremendous problem" but went on to speak glow
ingly of the children. "You will be surprised to see how much the children have 
grown. john ]1: especial6'· He is so sturdy and strong. I saw him pick up a third of 
a bucket of coal and walk across the leitchen. He has large brown eyes so like his 
mother's. It is very amusing to see john and Robert (Sigler) together. They scrap a 
little because as a rule both want the same thing at the same time. As a last result 
Robert gets john down and sits on him, john in the meantime screaming like an 
Indian. " (26 February 1919) 

She added that "Allie (Alice Sigler) is getting along splendidly with little Joseph 
Stevens. He gained 0 pound this week and is normal in every way and Allie is 
delighted. He was so tiny when compared to Bobby and jade (Allie's own sons) 
that Allie felt he would have a struggle to live. Surely 'the ways of Providence' are 
past finding out. " 

On February 27 John sent Eunice a typed copy of a poem by Mary C. Davies 
called The Women Who Laugh. The final verse read: 

There are women who weep and they're brave, no doubt, 
As our women had always been; 
But the women who laugh when the troops go out, 
Are the women who help them win. 

He added, "The words are another's but the thought is mine- of you, Girl." 
In mid-March John's group traveled two days and two nights on the train to 

Montaign (about 30 kilometers from Nantes) . The town lacked accommoda
tions for 1,500 soldiers, but John found himself in a private home with a kind 
woman. "The day before yesterday the lady with whom we are billeted gave the six 
of us a plum pie. Her own boy was either killed or captured by the Germans so she 
has taken a kindly interest in us. "He wrote that the people in Montaign hadn't 
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dealt with American soldiers before and consequently were very cordial. (14 
March 1919) 

The latter statement may have referred to incidents such as that related 
four days before when he said they were prohibited from walking to the Canal 
through Ambly because 'a couple of fellows celebrated payday in the usual manner 
yestnday to the profit of the cafl keeper at Amb6t and the terror ofsome of the other 
inhabitants, therefore the prohibition. " ( 10 March 1919) 

Thinking again of home, John thanked Eunice for the Easter package, espe
cially the chocolate eggs which tasted just like Easter. He was pleased that Eunice 
had bought herself a coat and dress . In the next letter he bade her to "get the 
prettiest Easter bonnet and the handsomest dress for the prettiest girl in America. " 
(14 March 1919) But Easter packages and pretty clothes were only one side of 
this correspondence. John's April 13 letter said: 

"'note in some ofyour letters that the troubles real and imaginary in 
Europe and America trouble you. I am glad you do take an interest in such 
things. Women lilee you are the justification ofWoman Suffi'Ctge. I mean this. 
I too have felt discouraged over the things we read of in the papers. Strikes, 
anarchy, mu1de1~ discontent, etc, naturally wony eve1y person who prefers 
quiet and o1dn: But on second thought I general6t feel bette~: I suggest that 
you read a histmy of F1'Ctnce fi"om 1700 to 1876. You will find that France 
went through just what Russia is now experiencing." He continued for 
several paragraphs on Bolshevism, Russia, and French history. 

Eunice reported in her March 20 letter that her mother's health was improv
ing. Mama "walks all around the house. You can't leeep her down. She hasn't gotten 
over that dreadful shaleing up that she had with the attack and gains strength slowly. 
She is getting all her piled-up mending done and some books read, which, as long as 
she keeps fic:e fi"om pain, is a good thing. "She goes on to say that a neighbor, "poor 
little Albert, went through some of the fiercest fighting, as you know, and survived 
shell-shock, but the Flu got him after all." (Albert's situation is added to this ac
count simply to give evidence of the widespread effects of the Spanish Flu.) 

In Eunice's April 6 letter she talks about her father's car. Tommy " .. . heard 
Papa in the barn and wanted to go for a ride. Papa couldn't resist him, so took him 
for a tiny spin, but it wasn't long enough to suit Master Tom. When Papa got out he 
said, 'G'Ctnk it, Gwapa! Go 'gain. He sat there in the car and shouted at Papa and 
Joe to 'get in too.))) She goes on to say that "before so ve1y long we'll have permanent 
concrete roads ... Dad is spending a lot of time and energy trying to get these roads 
put through. He has introduced one or two bills on this subject. " 

Not long after the letter from Montaign, John wrote of his Regiment's move 
100 km to Mana is in the vicinity of Char mont. Although the soldiers in the 
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regiment made the five or six day trek in snow and rain by foot, John traveled 
by truck with the Regimental Headquarters. Upon arrival he and his friend 
Walter Cooke explored Manois, which he described: 

"Manois is a town about as big as Camp Hill, Vel)' old, lying in a narrow 
valley with high hills on all sides. The hills are covered with eve1green trees 
and this, with snow on the grouncl, a glorious sunset and pleasant companions 
made your hubby's walle might)' pleasant. "(31 March 1919) 

Although he was grateful that he could work in the personnel office away from 
the crowd, occasionally his usually good spirits seemed to flag. When by the first 
week in April Eunice had to give up teaching to talce care ofTommy while her 
mother was ill, he felt the weight of his responsibility for her smaller income and 
seemed to even feel responsible for his mother-in-law's illness. In other words, 
feeling that his work was routine and somewhat meaningless now that the war 
was over, he wanted to get home and be a proper husband and father. 

Eunice tried to encourage him and wrote to him that she knew "that enforced 
idleness is to you a sin, almost, but fi'etting about it won't help matters a bit, so go 
to it.' You're doing your dut)t, what you went fo7; just as much as though you were 
focing German guns. This leeeps up my courage too. "(30 March 1919) 

John was fretful that he weighed 154 pounds. "Cmp. evident61 does mean cor
pulent in my case," he said. (Lest it seem that he was overly conscious of weight, 
Eunice had reported that her weight was 11 7 pounds and that Tommy weighed 
32 pounds. It seemed to be a common subject for them,) 

Additionally, John expressed feeling guilty that he rode with the officers when 
the men with their sore feet marched into town. 

The next day John responded to Eunice's March 15 letter in which she noted 
that her father was burning coal from his own mine and was considering a deal 
with the local electric light plant to use the water power at the Haystacks* for 
electricity. "If the deal goes through, we will have electric lights here," Eunice had 

said. 
A reprieve from the monotony of the personnel office was in store in April 

as he and Walter Cooke had leaves to go to Paris where they visited the Louvre, 
Place de la Concorde, Tuilleries Gardens, Notre Dame, the Paris Opera and 
ate excellent food. But one of the most pleasant experiences was an accidental 
meeting with John and Eunice's good friend, Dr. Everhart of Lemoyne. He 

wrote of the trip: 

*"T he Haystacks" refers ro an area of nearby Loyalsock C reek with large rocks in the shape of 
haystacks. This area was later sold by the family and is now owned by the state and used as an 

area for recreation. 
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"From the beginning to end everything seemed to come our way. I look 
back on every minute of the last six days with pleasure and satisfoction and 
not a single regret. " 

He sent home the programs for the opera and picture postcards of other sites 
they had visited. (11 April 1919) 

The trip to Paris and the movement toward the homeward journey gave his 
spirits a gratifying lift. He wrote on the day before Easter: 

"If it (Easter) is lilee today the most pessimistic American soldier could 
desire nothing more. The sun was so warm. I felt like looking for shade 
whenever I thought of sitting down and the violets and daisies, apple and 
plum blossoms, green grass, clear water and an afternoon to do as I pleased 
- Evnything made today one worth living in. " 

Eunice's comments on her weakening faith brought this comment on 
religion: 

"You (say you) have doubts on some matters offoith. I believe you merely 
doubt some useless forms and hypocritical professors of Christianity. The 
Christian religion does not consist of organizations ofhuman beings, thank 
Heaven. Religion is a matter between each individual and God, I believe, 
and all the fungi which has attached itself is in some cases crowding out the 
principles which are the real thing. " (20 April 1919) 

By April 15 the troops had already started to turn in equipment and the 
Personnel Office had "received voluminous instructions on preparations of rosters, 
passenger lists, etc. "On April21 he wrote that they were "now loading wagons and 
equipment on the train for Nantes. Beginning tomorrow two trains a day for nine days 
will pull out ofRemancoint, canying the 7(J" Division to Nantes" (the embarkation 
center from which troops would be sent to St. Nazaire for sailing). 

Yet the spring dragged on and "this infernal waiting-waiting is enough to give 
anybody a big grouch. "Some of the soldiers had fallen off "the water wagon" but 
John took "refuge in books, walks and letters. " But there were other diversions. 

"Tomorrow morning we have another cootie inspection. Once a week we strip to 
the waist and let some of the sanitary corpsmen examine our shirts etc. So for I have 
escaped." (25 April 1919) 

By April 27 rumor had a May 15'" sailing for the whole 79'" Division. Now, 
he said, the soldiers were all questioning whether they would have to parade 
when they landed. "It is safe to say that 90% of the soldiers will get out of a parade 
if that is at all possible. If generals and colonels are. to decide I have no doubt we 
shall parade. If the soldiers have anything to say we shall not. Here's hoping that for 
once in the history of armies the soldiers are consulted. " 
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Walks and food persisted as subjects ofletters. In May he wrote of a five mile 
walk with Walter Cooke to Boucon where the cafe served "fi'ied eggs, sa1dines, 
meat tasting like beef loaf, bread and lemonade. To be in a cafl with no Ameri
can soldiers loafing around and with the people there apparently unaccustomed to 
Americans is in itself a treat for us over here. " ( 4 May 1919) 

Getting closer to departure date, John had practically made the trip mentally. 
On May 5 he wrote: "May Jd' is the day upon which Camp Hill's old grammar and 
primal)' schools used to close. We generally had a school picnic at Orr's Bridge on this 
day so I consider it a sort of holiday. "He also wondered if"Mother Ingham"would 
feel bad when Eunice and Tommy would move home to Lemoyne. 

Expecting a June homecoming, letters from his home focused on housing and 
work. Aunt Ola Garvey wrote that she and Uncle Harvey wanted Eunice and 
John to bring the baby and live with them until they could find a proper house. 
In one letter Eunice planned to go to Camp Hill to look at a rental property 
Robert L. Myers had suggested but she was uncomfortable about reaching a deci
sion without John. Various other aunts and uncles and friends made suggestions. 
His mother hoped they would live in Camp Hill. She reported that Ed Barnitz 
wanted John to come in with him in what one would assume would be a law 
partnership. His father asked if he were planning to run for district attorney as 
he had been asked to do, but closed his letter with the following paragraph: 

"We are looking forward with eagerness to the return of your division; 
and I suppose that it will be foolish to try to malee any plans for you until 
you do come back. Your office and your office equipment will be ready for 
you; and that is the main thing. You will have something to do as soon as you 
are here, I am sure, and we will provide some satisfactory home for Eunice 
and you. "(2 May 1919) 

Eunice wrote: "Every day brings you that much nearer home, and !1n beginning 
to feel a little hopeful. Tm getting excited over the prospects, and think about it most 
of the time. It seems too good to be true. "(7 May 1919) She described the outfit 
she would wear when she waited for him at Hoboken (a reddish brown coat and 
black hat with a blue feather) just in case he saw her before she saw him. 

Finally Going Home 
John's next letter (May 26) was written on the eighth day of their voyage 

home. In contrast with last year's busy trip to France, he had "not one strolee of 
work" on the way home because on the first three days he was too seasick to go 
to the office so they found someone else to take his place. 

(The SS Kroonland, also USAT Kroonland and USS Kroonlandwas a steamship 
built by the William Cramp and Sons Shipyard in Philadelphia. It was a passenger 
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Issued by the Jewish Welfare Board to Soldiers and .Sailors of The U.S. Army 8- Navy 

S.S. Kroonland, the troop ship (formerly an ocean liner) 
on which John Myers returned home in 1919. 

Post ca1d courtesy of Seller's family 

liner in service from 1902 until 1927. In 1917 it was acquired by the army for 
troop transport and made 5 trips to Europe. During the end of 1918 and until 
October 1919 it returned soldiers from Europe making 8 trips total.)2 

John's May 30'" letter from Camp Dix referred to the brief glimpse they had 
of one another in New York as she stood by the fence when he left the ship. 
"You were not only the most welcome but the prettiest sight my eyes have beheld for 
27 years. Gee, but I am anxious for another look. "He suggested that she remain 
in New York with her relatives and then travel to Philadelphia to meet him at 
the Ritz Carlton in a few days when he would be discharged. 

As the wait at Camp Dix was prolonged, John griped: "Today is Tuesday and 
still no discharge. This inefficient buncp of nincompoops here disgusts me beyond 

. " expresswn. 
The final letter was written June 4. He had enclosed a Pennsylvania Railroad 

timetable to help her plan her trip from New York to Philadelphia. He wrote: 

"This is the last letter you will receive .fi'om your soldier man, I hope, 
and I feel now as if I would never let there be another occasion for my writ
ing to you. Nevertheless my great pleasure- none other approached near to 
it- during this past year has been these letters. 
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"!shall see )IOU and talk with you on Friday and many days thereajte1~ 
But my last letter in the Army seems the proper means for expressing my 
appreciation and thanks to you. So, my girl, I thank you. Your husband. " 
(4 June 1919) 

Addendum 
After the war John and Eunice purchased a home in Lemoyne, where they 

lived together until John died in 1981. Eunice continued to live there until the 
last three years of her life. She died in 1990. The home is now owned by their 
granddaughter, Jennifer Seller. John served one term as Cumberland Counry 
District Attorney and then continued his Lemoyne law practice, Myers and 
Myers, with his brother, Robert, and later his son, Thomas, nephew Robert 
Jr., son-in-law, James Flower, and others in Lemoyne. His grandson, Edmund 
Myers, practices in the firm founded by his grandfather. It is now known as 
Johnson Duffie Stewart & Weidner. John succeeded his father as president of 
the Lemoyne Trust Company. He was followed in that position by his son, 
George, until it merged with Dauphin Deposit, which has since then become 
part of M & T Bank. 

Eunice continued her interest in music and teaching through church, Girl 
Scouting and many, many other communiry organizations. The couple raised 
two sons and four daughters. 

John and Eunice Myers c. 1940. 
Photo courtesy of Seller's family 
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ENDNOTES 
1. http:/ /en.wikipedia.org (Schrapnel) accessed August 2, 2010. 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org (SS Kroonland) accessed August 2, 2010. 
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Ghost Rider: 
Eugene Robert Orth of USS Houston 
john P. Bland 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 
Who biddest the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
0 hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

"Navy Hymn," ' Verse 1 

Surrounded by the perfectly-aligned, white marble sentinel headstones of almost 
one-quarter million American war veterans, explorers, historical figures, and 
national leaders, ChiefWarrant Officer Eugene Robert Orth's mortal remains 
rest in Section 35, Grave 3523 of the Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, 
Virginia, encircled by the graves of an Army Master 
Sergeant from North Carolina and a Private First 
Class from Virginia, a Coast Guard Captain from 
Massachusetts and a Navy Lieutenant Commander 
from Pennsylvania. Shaded by an evergreen and 
two cherry trees, the gravesite lies about two hun
dred yards south of the Tomb of the Unknowns in 
gently sloping terrain. On 14 April 1966, a partly 
cloudy day in the nation's capital with a tempera
ture in the low 50s,Z and just over one year after his 
U.S . Navy retirement, " ... Orth .. . of Mechanicsburg, 
P[ennsylvani]a, formerly of Bellows Falls, [Vermont] 
died ... at the Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, 
D. C. "3 Attending physician Army Dr. Gerald Smith 
listed the cause of death as "cancer of the lung, 
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Eugene Orrh's grave in the 
Arlington National Cem
etery, Arlington, Virginia. 

Author 

congestion, heart failure, [and] peneumonitis radiation type."4 While tourists 
braved the cool spring weather to gaze at the delicate pink and white blossoms 
on the over 3,000 Japanese-donated, mostly Yoshino cherry trees surrounding 
the District of Columbia's Tidal Basin in West Potomac Park, businessmen 
considered a proposal to broadcast television signals into homes via a satellite 
system, politicians read that the president oflraq had been killed in an airplane 
crash in his country's city of Basra, and travelers noted that Pan American World 
Airways placed the airline industry's first order for twenty-five of the new Boeing 
747 jumbo jetliners,5 Eugene Orth's family grieved. Four days later, they interred 
the former sailor in Arlington for his eternal rest . His wife, two children, three 
sisters, and his mother survived him.6 

Only one decade after leaving active duty, Orth's life had ended at fifty-one 
years, statistically about twenty years premature for a mid-twentieth-century 
American man. His life's story was one common to Great Depression-era young 
men in the United States - no opportunity for a post-secondary trade school 
or college education, greatly limited prospect for work, responsibility for a 
financially struggling family, and close, firm family ties. His success in life had 
come through military service. 

His enlistment had provided Orth with opportunities that Navy recruiters 
had touted. His military career had been one of excitement, education, travel, 
advancement, and adventure. Unfortunately, in early 1942 during the begin
nings of America's participation in the Second World War, it had also included 
deadly nighttime combat action aboard a doomed cruiser against superior 
Japanese forces in the Java Sea concluding with his capture and imprisonment 
as a prisoner of war (POW). To say that his almost thirteen hundred days as a 
POW in various Japanese internment camps in Java suffering tropical disease, 
surviving on inadequate rations, and performing grueling coolie labor shortened 
his life would be accurate _? 

* * * 
The ten-thousand-ton heavy cruiser USS Houston (CA-30) lies on her star

board side one-hundred-thirty-odd feet under the surface of the Java Sea, her 
bow heading roughly east. Shell holes perforate the ship's steel superstructure 
in several areas, particularly the bridge and port aircraft hangar bay. Eight-inch 
gun Turrets Two and Three are ripped loose from the warship and lay nearby 
amidst various pieces of debris. Four Japanese Type 93 "Long Lance" torpedoes 
exploded below the great ship's waterline, holing her hull in three places on 
the starboard side and one on the port. The 600-foot vessel, once capable of a 
speed of over thirty knots, defiantly flew the Stars and Stripes as she sank, her 
beautiful clipper bow piercing the sea bottom during the early morning hours of 
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1 March 1942, the eighty-fourth day of America's forty-six month participation 
in the Second World War.8 Nicknamed by her sailors "The Galloping Ghost of 
the Java Coast" because of previous Japanese claims to have sunk het-,9 Houston 
took with her to the depths of the Java Sea two-thirds of her crew, a total of 
721 officers and men, including Capt. Albert Harold Rooks, her commanding 
officer of six months, who posthumously received the Medal of Honor. The 
Japanese later captured 366 Houston sailors and Marines from the oil-slicked 
sea and on various beaches on the northwest Javanese coast. They sent the 
majority of these prisoners of war to Burma to serve as slave labor in building 
the Burma-Thailand Railway, appropriately named the Death Railway, and a 
bridge on the Klnuae Noi (or River Kwai), which was made famous in a 1957 
David Lean film that won seven Academy Awards. The Japanese scattered the 
rest to ten different prison camps in Japan, Thailand, Java, Malaya, and the 
Philippines. Although seventy-six Houston survivors, slightly over 20 percent, 
died in captivity building the railroad, 290 others, including Pharmacist's Mate 
Second Class (PhM2/c) Eugene Robert Orth, survived an ordeal of filth, depra
vation, disease, and brutal treatment during three and one-half years in Japanese 
prisoner of war camps throughout Asia. 10 These men of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet's 
flagship were among the first Americans to be taken prisoner by the Japanese 

in the Second World War. 

Anchored atTsingtao, China, on 4 July 1933 and "dressed overall" 
to honor the holiday, USS Houston flies the four-star flag of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the U.S . Asiatic Fleet at her forepeak. 

Naval Historical Center 
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In the two decades before the beginning of the Second World War, the U .S. 
developed a naval strategy for a Pacific war with Japan designated the ORANGE 
Plan, which provided for the Navy's Pacific and Atlantic Fleets to rendezvous with 
its Asiatic Fleet in Manila in "a trans-Pacific projection of American power."11 

Upper echelons of the government and leadership of the armed forces agreed 
upon the necessity of the plan, but not upon funding its support. Congress 
believed that the nation's military existed only for defense of the homeland 
and cut naval forces to half of what the admirals wanted.12 From the Navy's 
viewpoint, "supporting elements ... had always been woefully inadequate." 13 

The ORANGE Plan called for the Asiatic Fleet to check the Japanese aggres
sion in Asia and to strategically retreat, grudgingly trading space for time until 
reinforcement arrived from the Pacific Fleet putting to sea from Hawaii and 
the Atlantic Fleet sailing through the Panama Canal. On 7 December 1941, 
however, a new reality set in. 

Without benefit of reinforcement from either the Atlantic or Pacific Fleets, 14 

the Asiatic Fleet retreated toward the Malay Barrier (now Indonesia), its mission 
to inflict maximum damage on the enemy while husbanding its scarce assets. 
Because the nearest American naval base was 5,000 miles away in Hawaii and 
the powerful Japanese fleet was sailing from island bases in the central Pacific 
granted them after the First World War, the Philippine Island-based Asiatic Fleet 
could expect neither reinforcement nor resupply. 

The Japanese, who "had expected heavy air, submarine, and surface op
position" 15 in the Philippines found none, invaded the nation, pounded the 
U.S . Army forces, destroyed the U.S. Army Air Corps units, and forced the 
American Navy to withdraw from Manila and disperse south. On 26 December 
1941, Adm. Thomas C. Hart, Commander of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet, moved his 
headquarters out of Manila, taking with him all of the fighting ships that could 
possibly be used to defend the Malay Barrier and to slow the Japanese Navy's 
progress toward Australia. 16 The strategic withdrawal south became a rout, 17 

and within three months' time in late 1941 and early 1942, the U.S. Asiatic 
Fleet passed virtually unnoticed into history as young courageous, professional 
sailors and Marines fought desperate battles against superior numbers of well
trained and well-equipped Japanese sailors of the Nihon Kaigun. Among these 
Americans was Eugene Orth, a twenty-seven-year-old sailor who had been in 
the Orient since 1939. 

Born on 5 January 1915 in Rhinelander, Wisconsin to Silas and Ednah 
Thomas Orth, baby-of-the-family Eugene Robert Orth joined three older 
sisters, Margaret (Peg), Theodora (Ted), and Francis. 18 Silas moved his family 
from Illinois to Wisconsin to Bellows Falls, Vermont, a small town on the state's 
southeastern border on the Connecticut River halfway between Rutland and 
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Manchester, New Hampshire. Whether his moving the family was for better 
income, more security, wanderlust, or some other reason is not known. In Bel
lows Falls one evening, in Hollywood melodrama-style, Silas Orth went out for 
a package of cigarettes and never returned home, abandoning his wife and chil
dren and leaving his young son the figurative man of the family. In 1928 when 
Orth was thirteen, his estranged father died, leaving the young man nicknamed 
Gene, Pee Wee, or Buster the literal man of the family. 

Left, Eugene Orth as a toddler; right, Silas Orth 
Thomas Orth 

Orth enrolled in Bellows Falls High School. A popular and active student, 
his 1933 senior yearbook noted him as the "Best Dressed Boy". He was Vice 
President of his Freshman and Senior Classes, a member of the All-State orchestra 
for three consecutive years, and a letter-winning varsity football player in 1931 .19 

"Gene always has the appearance of stepping out of a band box," the yearbook 
remarked and then asked rhetorically, "What is your secret of making all the 
girls gaze upon you so wistfully, Gene?"20 "He was the best looking boy in his 
high school class,"21 remembered Ellen Mary Griffin, a fellow student and two 
years Orth's senior at Bellows Falls High School. The yearbook also recorded 
his ambition to be a registered pharmacistY 

On 15 June 1933, Orth graduated high school, and began working at Shaw's 
Drug Store in town. After eighteen months at Shaw's, he applied for enlistment 
in the U.S. Navy. 23 With a single, working mother and three sisters at home, he 
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would have no opportunity to attend college in order to pursue his dream of 
becoming a pharmacist. Naval service would provide a way to obtain skills and 
experience for future civilian pharmacy employment and a means to secure an 
income for his mother and sisters. 

Orth and Ellen Griffin in 1931. 
Thomas Orth 

Orth's 1933 high school 
graduation photograph. 

Thomas Orth 

When Orth considered his future in 1933, the Great Depression was at its 
worst point; one-quarter of Americans who wanted to work could not find 
jobs. 24 When Orth applied to enlist in the Navy, the service could afford to 
be selective about recruits because the number of applicants far exceeded the 
number of available openings to the extent that only one in eighteen applicants 
were accepted. Prewar Navy enlisted men were long-term personnel who found 
the security of service life preferable to an uncertain future in civilian employ
ment. 25 Because it was costly for the Navy to transfer personnel, the service 
reduced transfers to a minimum. Some chief petty officers were known to have 
been assigned to the same ship for a dozen years, 26 and during the depression 
reenlistment rates among enlisted men soared to about 90 percentY These 
high reenlistment rates and the stable size of the inter-war Navy meant fewer 
positions available for new recruits; consequently, few and only the best men 
were taken into the service. 

On 26 December 1934 Orth, who was one of only two successful Navy 
enlistees from Vermont that year, 28 received orders from the U.S. Navy Recruit
ing Sub-Station, Rutland, Vermont directing him to undergo a final physical 
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examination two weeks later in Springfield, Massachusetts. The author of the 
letter, Recruiting Sub-Station Officer-in-Charge Chief Water Tender William 
Carroll, ordered him to limit his personal effects and further advised, "If there 
is [sic] any cavities in your teeth have [them] filled before reporting to this sta
tion."29 Orth passed the Navy's physical, and on 8 January 1935, three days after 
his twentieth birthday, he transferred for training to the U.S. Naval Training 
Station, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia and began a twenty-year ac
tive duty military career. Naval Training Station Commanding Officer Capt. 
B. C. Allen, USN, wrote Orth's mother stating that he was "glad to inform" 
her that her son "has reported on this station and is undergoing training and 
instruction in the duties of the Naval Service."30 The command assigned Orth 
to Platoon No. 1 for training.31 

Inspection of U.S . Navy recruits in the 1930s. 
Thomas Orth 

After graduating Basic Training and qualifYing as an Apprentice Seaman, Orth 
trained as a Hospital Apprentice at the Hospital Corps School, Portsmouth, 
Virginia, graduating on 23 August 1935 with a 94.66 percent final average.32 

He was subsequently ordered to the U.S. Naval Hospital at Newport, Rhode 
Island. This posting probably pleased him because it was close to home and al
lowed him to visit family and friends in Vermont, notably young Ellen Griffin, 
whom he knew and dated in high school. She remembered him with Easter 
and Christmas cards, and they addressed each other familiarly as "Pee Wee" and 
"Griff." They enjoyed dates on the town; in a note to Orth, Ellen wrote, "How 
well we celebrate. "33 
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Ellen Griffin's 1931 high school 
graduation photograph, which is 

signed, "Always, 'Griff,' '31 ." 

Thomas Orth 

Orth on military leave in Bellows 
Falls after graduation from the 

Navy's Hospital Apprentice course. 
Thomas Orth 

Orth served a total offour, likely pleasant years at Newport, which would end 
with an overseas tour far from family, friends, and sweetheart. On 7 January 
1939, after four years on active duty in the Navy, he extended his active duty 
for four more years and was promoted to Pharmacist's Mate Third Class.34 In 
May, the Navy transferred Orth to the Philippine Islands, and he boarded USS 
Henderson in Norfolk, Virginia bound for San Diego "and all points west of 
there. "35 The voyage to the American west coast would tal<.e a month during 
which time Henderson would visit Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and Cristobal, Canal 
Zone; pass through the Panama Canal to Balboa on its Pacific end; and stop at 
San Diego, San Pedro, Mare Island Navy Yard, and San Francisco, California. 

lnlpt·ri:tl ll<>ln:ti•J e>i Cold£'11 I'' 1['011 
I Ill'- I I I) I I T~ I I! ' ! II \ I 

I··~ . .! 

Eugene Orrh's membership card in the 
Imperial Domain of Golden Dragon, sig
nifYing his crossing the 180th Meridian. 

Thomas Orth 
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After leaving San Francisco for the 
Philippines on 29 May36 and mal<.ing a 
port call at Pearl Harbor in early June, 
Henderson passed the 180'" Meridian 
at north latitude 20° 56' 00" at 10:52 
P.M., Sunday, 11 June 1939, at which 
time Orth "was duly inducted into the 
Silent Mysteries of the Far East" and, 
along with the other "pollywogs" on 
board, was appropriately initiated into 
the "Imperial Domain of the Golden 
Dragon"37 by the ship's "shellbacks." 



Mter his arrival in the Philippines in mid-June 1939, Orth reported for duty 
at the U.S. Naval Hospital at Cana<;:ao, his first duty assignment in the Far East. 
While Philippine-based sailors considered the cheap prices, rousing adventure, 
and exotic life in Asia "good duty,"38 Orth's letters do not indicate that he was 
thrilled about a tour in the Orient or that he found it a shopper's paradise. In 
fact, in a letter written shortly after his arrival, he penned, "as far as I am con
cerned I'm ready to go back [to the United States]. That of course is only my first 
impression of the Philippines and it may change with time but I'm not sure .... 
It's hotter than the hinges of hell here."39 With the humidity level as high as the 
temperature, Orth and his shipmates were required to "keep an electric light 
bulb burning in our lockers all of the time to keep our clothes from moulding 
[sic] . You can judge from that just how damp it gets."40 He wrote his sister Ted 
about his initial impression of the work life at the Cana<;:ao Naval Hospital, 
"Speaking of conserving energy- the motto out here is 'no strain- no pain.' 
Nobody does much apparently and likewise nobody seems to care. "41 

Beginning in December 1940, one year before Pearl Harbor, he transferred 
aboard USS Houston, which the month before had arrived from Honolulu and 
had become Admiral Hart's flagship. The almost twenty-six-year-old sailor was a 
veteran of six years' naval service when he climbed the heavy cruiser's gangplank 
to report to the Medical Department. In early 1941, after having been assigned 
to the "H" (for hospital) Division aboard Houston, he advised his mother in a 
letter written in port at Manila that he doubted that "we [will] get to China this 
spring so you all may be disappointed at not getting any souvenirs from there ... .I 
doubt if you will get anything from here either. I haven't seen anything as yet 
worth spending ten cents on except State-side made products."42 
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The Medical Department of the USS Houston in 1941. 
Eugene Orth is in the front row, third from the left. The rest are unidentified. 

Thomas Orth 
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Ever the dutiful son, family matters concerned him, particularly his mother's 
welfare and happiness. Orth wrote his sister Ted, "''ll write [sister] Peg after I 
get thru here & give her the dope [Navy slang for "information"] too .. .. I never 
got a chance to send mother anything for Easter. I feel really ashamed of my
self- so how's to get her something- better late than never." He had taken out 
an allotment from his Navy pay to support his mother, and, in a letter to Ted, 
asked her and his other two sisters not to "spend any of your husbands' hard 
earned dough to support mother" because he had "increased [his] allotment 
specifically for her use. "45 

Letters from home were precious to Orth as they were to all servicemen away 
from home. Regular mail took five weeks to travel from the Philippines to Ver
mont, with postage for a first class letter at three cents and for a postcard, one 
penny. While airmail service was quicker, it was considerably more expensive; 
postage for an airmail letter from the Orient cost seventy cents.46 

Mter the U.S. entered the war, the sailors' mail was subject to U.S . Naval 
Censors. To speed the mail by reducing the censors' workload in the post-Pearl 
Harbor days, the Navy provided sailors and Marines with penny postcards 
preprinted with impersonal information that they could use to get unclassified 
messages home. The instructions for the message side of the card read, "N OTH
lNG is to be written on this side except to fill in the data specified. Sentences 
not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING ELSE IS ADDED THE 
POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED [capitals appear in the original]."47 

Sentences that a writer could select for inclusion or deletion included: 

I am well 

I have been admitted to the hospital as (sick (wounded (serious (not serious 

Am getting on well. Hope to return to duty soon. 

I have received your (Letter dated ___ (Telegram dated ___ (Parcel dated __ _ 

Letter follows at first opportunity. 

I have received no letter from you (for a long time (lately48 

Orth sent home some of these preprinted postcards from early December 
1941 through February 1942 when Houston sailed from Manila into harm's 
way and mail could neither be sent nor received by her crew until she made a 
scheduled port call. Letters sent to him from Vermont in early December 1941 
were marked "RETURN TO SENDER" by the post office. Houston's mail never 
again caught up with her. 

Houston entered the Second World War escorting U.S. Navy fleet units out 
of the Philippines enroute to Darwin, Australia as the withdrawal of U.S . Na
val forces commenced. In early February 1942, with her crew disgusted with 
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NOTH ING is to be written on th is side except to fill in the datn 
specifi ed. Sentences not required should he crnsscd nut. IF ANYTHING 
BLSB IS ADDED 'l'liB POSTCA RD WILL BE DES'rROYED. 
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Preprinted postcard sent by Orth to his sister Peg, dated 14 February 1942. 

Thomas Orth 

escort duty and desiring a fight, she rendezvoused east of Java with three light 
cruisers and seven destroyers to seek out and annihilate Japanese ships in the 
Flores Sea.49 Without protective air cover, this attacking force was itself hit by 
Japanese airplanes, which specifically targeted Houston, the largest ship in the 
force. During the battle, a five hundred pound bomb struck just forward of 
and disabled her after eight-inch turret and killed nearly four dozen sailors. 50 

Pharmacist's Mate Second Class Orth tended to the wounded. 
On 28 February 1942, Houston, along with the Australian cruiser Perth and 

Dutch destroyer Evertsen, lay in port at Batavia, Netherlands East Indies. The 
Battle of the Java Sea, the first surface engagement between the Allies and the 

USS Houston under Japanese aerial 

attack in early February 1942 during 

the Battle of the Flores Sea. 

Walter G. Winslow 

Imperial Japanese Navy, had ended the 
previous day. With their loss of one 
heavy cruiser, two light cruisers, and 
five destroyers, Allied surface forces were 
virtually eliminated as a threat to Japan 
and presaged the fall of the entire Malay 
Barrier to Nippon. Admiral Hart ordered 
all fleet vessels, except for its submarines, 
out of waters north ofJava, abandoning 
the area to the Japanese. 

Having been informed by Dutch 
intelligence officers that there were no 
Imperial Japanese Navy forces along 
their escape route to the Indian Ocean51 

and leaving an uninformed-on-the-plan 
Evertsen behind, Houston and Perth 
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sortied at 7:30 PM. and made for the Sunda Strait, which separated Java from 
Malaya. At 11:15 PM. under a full moon the Sunda Strait was in sight as was a 
force of ten Japanese destroyers led by a light cruiser. Two other Japanese heavy 
cruisers lurked nearby, out of sight. The battle commenced as the two Allied 
ships opened fire on the destroyers and light cruiser force. 

Unknown to the commanding officers of Houston or Perth, these eleven ob
served enemy ships comprised only part of the protective force for the largest 
amphibious landing yet attempted by Japan. Approximately sixty transport ships 
screened by an additional force consisting of an aircraft carrier, four heavy cruis
ers, and an unknown number of destroyers and motor torpedo boats comprised 
an invasion force destined for a landing in Bantam Bay, Java. The American and 
Australian cruisers charged the Japanese transports but were quicldy mobbed 
by the covering force. The ensuing battle between capital ships was fierce and 
deadly, and the Allies were clearly outgunned. 

By twenty minutes after midnight, Perth was empty of ammunition and sink
ing, her captain and over half of her crew going down with the ship. Houston also 
fired everything she had, including, at the last, phosphorous-filled illumination 
shells . Japanese-admitted losses included three transports and a minesweeper 
sunk and a tanker, four destroyers, and a light cruiser damaged. Historians judge 
from eyewitness accounts and ships' logs that an additional two destroyers, an 
aircraft transport vessel, and three motor torpedo boats were also sunk and four 
additional transports and a destroyer beached.52 

Out of ammunition, afire, listing to starboard severely, holed by three torpe
does on her starboard side, guns wrecked, and maneuvering severely restricted, 
Houston was doomed and Captain Rooks knew it. He ordered the crew to 
abandon ship and was then himself killed by an exploding shell. Japanese mo
tor torpedo boats and destroyers raced in, illuminated the sinking Houston with 
searchlights, and ral(ed the cruiser's decks with gunfire. A Japanese destroyer put 
one last torpedo into the defenseless cruiser's port side, and she sank at 12:45 
A.M. taking two-thirds of her officers and men with her. 53 The tragic end of a 
gallant ship was but the beginning of an almost unbelievable time of trial for 
her surviving crew. 

During the clash, Pharmacist's Mate Second Class Orth's battle station on 
Houston was a compartment that was used as a triage and battle dressing sta
tion. At one point in the ship's last battle, a Japanese shell penetrated her hull 
and exploded in Orth's assigned compartment, killing twelve of the thirteen 
sailors inside. Orth, the sole survivor, was miraculously unscathed. When the 
"abandon ship" bugle call sounded, he managed to get to the main deck, jump 
overboard, and join hundreds of his shipmates trying to avoid the Japanese 
sailors' machine-gunning of Houston's survivors. Cold, oil-soaked, and still dazed 
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from the explosion in his battle station, Orth swam for six to seven hours in the 
currents of the Sunda Strait, which threatened to sweep him out to sea, before 
reaching a Javanese beach. For the 1,298 days between the sinking of Houston 
on 1 March 1942 and his release on 18 September 1945, Orth was a prisoner 
in seven different Japanese POW camps in Java, Netherlands East Indies. 54 

While an exhausted and waterlogged Eugene Orth struggled ashore in Java 
only to be captured and imprisoned by the invading Japanese army, his family 
knew little of his fate. On 14 March 1942, two weeks after the loss of Houston, 
an official telegram came from Radm. Randall Jacobs, Chief of the Navy's Bu
reau of Navigation informing Ednah Orth that her son was "missing following 
action in the performance of his duty and in the service of his country. "55 Rear 
Admiral Jacobs cautioned Mrs. Orth, "To prevent possible aid to our enemies 
please do not divulge the name of his ship or station."56 There was no need 
for secrecy on the part of the family; at that same time newspapers all over the 
country reported Houston's sinking. Headlines declared, "12 Allied Ships Lost; 
Java Battle Costly to United Nations; U.S. Cruiser Houston, Destroyer Pope, 
Among Victims."57 Another newspaper ran a 1939 picture of Houston transit
ing the Panama Canal with the caption, "Flagship U.S.S. Houston- One of the 
American warships which went to the bottom off Java in a furious naval battle 
with the Japs. The Houston, battling overwhelming odds, sank with her mighty 
guns still barking at the enemy."58 The next day, a third newspaper's headline 
proclaimed, "Twelve Warships Lost by Allies in Java Sea, 5 ofThem Cruisers; 
Japan Loses 7 Damaged or Sunk - Houston is Lost."59 The disturbing news 
about Houston's crew was reported erroneously: "It appears definite ... that the 
1 0,000-ton heavy cruiser Houston, one of President Roosevelt's favorite vessels 
for cruises, was lost with all hands."60 

When Orth came ashore on the north coast ofJava following his ordeal in the 
sea, Japanese soldiers captured him and marched him with some of his Houston 
shipmates for three days and two nights to a mountain location near Cheribon, 
a city on the Javanese north coast about 130 miles east-southeast of Batavia (now 
Jakarta). The captives were "forced to endure 'bashings' from the Japanese, who 
used their rifle butts to keep the men moving. "61 At Cheri bon, Orth and twenty
nine other prisoners began their three-and-one-half year life of brutal treatment 
by living together in an eight by twelve foot hut and subsisting on coconuts 
given them by the Japanese. The captors gave the men fourteen coconuts every 
other day to be divided among the POWs, but gave them no water. Orth lost 
about thirty pounds of body weight during his six weeks at Cheribon.62 

In mid-April1942, the Japanese trucked the entire Cheribon POW popula
tion inland to a camp (or a "native jail" as Orth later described it) in Rangkas
bitung, about fifty miles southwest of Batavia. Fed a cupful of dry rice per day 
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with little water to drink, he slept on a bunk 
made of boards in a nine-man cell. Orth 
spent only two to three weeks at this camp. 
It and Cheribon were but way stations to a 
larger, more comprehensive prison; Orth's 
next prison camp was a former Dutch instal
lation in Batavia. 63 

Arriving in the last half of May 1942, 
Orth's prison home for the next four to 
five months was the "Bicycle Camp," the 
former home of the Dutch Tenth Battalion, 
a unit of bicycle soldiers of the Netherlands 
East Indies Army. 64 Beside the camp's long 

entrance road, POW barracks stretched over a hundred yards. Separate billeting 
was provided for the Dutch, Australians, British, and Americans in concrete 
block barracks with red tile roofs and porches. POWs subdivided the barracks 
into cubicles and "slept on bamboo platforms that lined either wall. "65 The camp 
had running water and sewers, relative luxuries to the five thousand POWs 
interned there. 66 

Orth worked in the camp's hospital along with the other survivors of Hous
ton's medical department, including its two doctors, Cdr. William A. Epstein 
and Lt. Clement Burroughs, and pharmacist's mates Al Kopp, Raymond Day, 
Griff Douglas, and Lowell W Swartz. There was no proper medicine or labora
tory equipment and when disease came, there was no defenseY Although the 
Bicycle Camp would offer the best prison conditions he would experience as a 
POW, Orth considered the smaller Rangkasbitung prison the best camp of all 
those in which he was a POW It was at the Bicycle Camp that Orth contracted 
jaundice and became too ill to be drafted into heavy construction work in Japan, 
China, or Burma.68 

His illness may have saved his life because all of the Houston sailors who 
died in captivity expired on Death Railway slave labor gangs. On 4 June 1942, 
the Japanese began shipping POWs from Batavia to Singapore to work on the 
Burma-Thailand Railway by moving 500 men there. On 1 August they relocated 
another 500 men to Singapore and in October 1942, the Japanese shipped over 
8,200 prisoners, many of them Houston men, from Batavia to Singapore for 
railroad construction work. 69 

Because they knew of Orth's medical training, the Japanese sent him for six 
months to work in a "hospital" at a camp at Tandjong Priok, the seaport for 
Batavia. He watched his friend, Canadian Bud Everson, who had served with 
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the British Royal Air Force, leave with a draft of over 2,000 British prisoners for 
Haruku Island POW camp. Two years later, only 115 men returned, Everson not 
among them. In about March 1943, Orth was among forry to fifty men whom 
the Japanese moved to Batavia and a camp called Mater Della Rosa. 70 

Japanese captors directed that Orth and his fellow POWs set up a "hospital" 
for prisoners at Mater Della Rosa. The prisoners worked about four months on 
the facility, and when it was finished, the Japanese used it not for the POWs but 
for civilian women and children internees. Orth remembered that the food was 
better at this camp, even though the men were allowed only a few potatoes and a 
small amount of meat. Using the Japanese script money they occasionally earned 
for POW work, the prisoners managed to buy eggs at a cost of 15 to 20 cents 
each. 71 It was while he was at Mater Della Rosa, one year after Houston went 
down, that Orth's family discovered that he was no longer missing-in-action. 

America's first report that Orth was alive came in a short wave radio mes
sage read by an announcer at 7: 15 PM, Eastern War Time on Wednesday, 24 
February 1943, and broadcast over Radio Tokyo (station identifier JLG-4) on 
a frequency of 15 .105 megacycles . The program, called the "American War 
Prisoners Information Hour," opened with a rendition of "My Bonnie Lies over 
the Ocean" and then a Japanese announcer, in heavily accented English, read a 
fifteen-second message composed by the imprisoned Orth: 

This message is from Orth, Eugene Orth, Orth spelled 0-R-T-H, 
Eugene Orth, age twenry-seven; his rank, Pharmacist's Mate Second 
Class of the U.S . Navy. His home address is 9 Atkinson Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vermont [address repeated] 9 Atkinson Street, Bellows Falls, Ver
mont; and this is his message. 'Dear Mother, Best wishes to you and 
the kids for the holiday season. I am in good health and spirits. Hope 
to be home sometime next year. Love, Buster.'72 

Orth apparently wrote the message during the Christmas holiday season of 
1942 and the Japanese broadcast it the following February. On signing off, the 
station once again played "My Bonnie Lies over the Ocean." 

On this program, Radio Tokyo broadcast messages from one to four American 
prisoners of war on multiple frequencies at the same time. The messages about 
Orth had slight, but important differences. Listeners heard on one frequency 
that he was imprisoned in Batavia, Java, that he wanted his family to send candy, 
bullion cubes, and shaving soap, and that he needed his mail sent through the 
International Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland, details missing from other 
broadcasts. The nightly program, a powerful propaganda tool for the Japanese, 
was heard on U.S. Government listening stations and private radio sets all over 
North America.73 
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Ednah Orth got dozens of postcards, letters, and telegrams from well-wishers 
who heard the broadcast and who lived all over the United States and Canada. 
Mail came postmarked from friends and strangers alike; people who felt it their 
dury to help others needed to share this joyous information with sorrowful and 
hopeful family members. The good news came from a Dodge automobile dealer, 
an Internal Revenue Service agent, a Catholic priest, a doctor, a greeting card 
salesman, a Navy flyer, a chiropractor, a Michigan county clerk, an Iowa mayor, 
and several mothers with sons in the armed forces. Some who wrote also had 
sons who were missing or captured and could understand the powerful effect 
on families that this good news had. Parents of Houston sailors wrote to inquire 
if Orth had been assigned to the ship. Written messages came from New York, 
Rhode Island, California, the District of Columbia, Connecticut, North Caro
lina, Illinois, Texas, Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, Arizona, Maine, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Utah, New 
Hampshire, Minnesota, and Montreal and Winnipeg, Canada.74 Even if it was 
from strangers, the contact was wonderful and left the family with a feeling of 
relief. Ednah Orth answered every piece of correspondence she received.75 

Shortly after North Americans heard the live broadcast of the message written 
by Orth, three phonograph disc recordings of the broadcast arrived at Ednah 
Orth's Bellows Falls home. Ham radio operator R. P. Read of Hopkins, Min
nesota made the first of these records from his private short wave radio set. At 
his own expense, Read produced and sent his records to relatives of the POWs 
he heard mentioned in the Radio Tokyo short wave broadcasts. 76 The second 
record was made by another ham, Gordon Gurney of Los Angeles, California, 
on a disc donated to him by the American Safety Razor Corporation, Gem Di
vision. This record had on one side a photographic mural of 'Authentic scenes 
of Gem reporters making thousands of free Voice-0-Graphs throughout the 
nation. "77 While this free-to-the-recipient record was "one of Gem's contributions 
to the morale of America's armed forces and the folks back home,"78 it clearly 
produced significant advertising value for the American Safery Razor Corpora
tion. The third record was from the War Prisoners Monitoring Station, Long 
Beach, California, an arm of the U.S. Government's foreign radio monitoring 
network. This record was of sturdier material, appearing to be of similar quality 
as 1940s phonograph records, and was apparently intended for repeated playing 
on a phonograph. It was simply labeled, "Orth, 2-24-43."79 

On 10 March 1943, two weeks after the Radio Tokyo broadcast, Rear Admiral 
Jacobs, now the Chief of Naval Personnel, again wrote Ednah Orth that "more 
than a year has elapsed since your son ... was placed in the status of missing. "80 

Since Public Law 490, 77'" Congress, as amended, authorized the Secretary of 
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the Navy to continue a sailor in the status of missing-in-action until an accept
able proof of death was found, Rear Admiral Jacobs informed Mrs. Orth that 
the Navy would continue to list her son as missing since no evidence had been 
received by the Navy about Orth from the International Red Cross, the official 
medium of information exchange. This had financial significance for Mi·s. Orth 
whom Orth had allotted a portion of his pay as his dependant. It meant that 
Orth's pay would "be credited to his account and any allotments registered in 
his behalf of his dependents"8 1 would continue. 

Rear Admiral Jacobs wrote Mrs. Orth again on 7 June and the news was 
good to read. "An official cablegram from the International Red Cross has been 
received from Tokyo, via Geneva, stating that your son .. . is being held as a 
prisoner of war at a Java Prison Camp."82 Two weeks later a second Radio Tokyo 
broadcast gave additional good news of Orth. 

Dear Mother, Another short note to let you know I am still in good 
health. Don't do any unnecessary worrying and take good care of yourself 
I hope to be home in the near future but, until such time, will write at 
every available opportunity. Buster. 83 

The Army intercepted this 30 March broadcast and on 18 June, Col. Howard 
F. Bresee of the Office of the Provost Marshal General wrote Ednah Orth, "The 
War Department is unable to verifY this message and it is not to be construed 
as an official notification."84 In bleak contrast to the upbeat messages clearly 
orchestrated by his captors, Orth struggled to survive in Java. 

In the summer of 1943, the Japanese sent Orth to a camp called St. Vincentins 
where he was captive for almost two years. The Japanese paid POWs a "daily 
rate of pay [of] fifteen cents per Diem (Japanese inflation script) if a prisoner 
was able to work. "85 At one Christmas, about one thousand prisoners pooled 
their resources and bought a 130-pound pig from a local Javanese man. The 
POWs made the pig into a stew and all men got one ladle of broth and a cup of 
rice for Christmas dinner. When rice became scarce and the Japanese stopped 
its distribution to the prisoners, the POWs made flour from coconut shells and 
baked dark, heavy, greasy bread. The Japanese weighed each man monthly, and 
if a prisoner looked too healthy, the captors cut his rations. 86 

Japanese treatment for infractions involving food was severe, often fatal for 
the POWs. Attempts to buy or barter for food with the natives without captor 
permission were treated harshly. Orth remembered one particularly cruel and 
brutal Japanese sergeant nicknamed "Bamboo Marai" who was a guard at St. 
Vincentins. When Marai discovered that a POW had stolen a piece of fish, the 
guard chopped off the prisoner's head with a samurai sword.87 
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while at St. Vincentins, one 
from his sister Peg Butler and 
one from the Red Cross. Shown 
his sister's package's contents, 
he had to write an acceptable 
"thank you" note before he 
could receive the package. The 
Japanese rejected his first note 
as too short . His second at
tempt was accepted and eventu
ally received by his sister. 88 

In 1943 the Japanese allowed 
Orth to write postcards home. 
Examined by censors of both 
Japan and the United States, 
the sentences on these cards did 
not have the easy flow and style 
of Orth's earlier letters home 
indicating that the writing was 
contrived by his captors for 
maximum propaganda value. In 
one card he wrote, "I am always 

, wishing that this miserable war 
would be over and that I should 
return home again. The Japa

nese treat us well, so don't worry about me, and never feel uneasy." In a second 
card, Orth penned, "It will be wonderful when we meet again . Good bye. God 
bless you. I am waiting for your reply earnestly." Both cards were signed un
characteristically, "Eugene." In a third note, Orth signed his usual "Buster" but 
numbered each sentence in a nonconsecutive manner as if copying them from 
examples provided him by his captors. He wrote glowingly of his conditions. 

By 1945, the cards' tone had changed to read much more like Orth's normal 
phrasing. In a final card written just before his release he wrote, "Another card 
just to let you know that everything is alright and still in good health .... Look
ing forward to being with you. In the meanwhile all the best and all my love. 
Buster"89 

Because of their medical training, Orth and Australian Reg Withers were as
signed as the camp's undertakers at St. Vincentins. This duty gave them access 
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to the dead men's clothes and possessions, which they distributed to the living. 
Orth remembered in 1952, "With the exception of the few medical supplies 
the Dutch Army managed to retain, medical supplies and equipment were 
inadequate to nonexistent. Medical facilities were from nonexistent to poor 
depending on camps."90 

Orth's next prison camp was Bandung, located in the inland mountains, 
southeast of Batavia and almost directly south of Cheri bon. This was the worst 
camp of all, according to Orth. In 1952 he observed, "Living conditions were 
poor to appalling, while facilities at best were always overcrowded. At no time 
was bedding ever furnished." 9 1 About 2,500 POWs were interned in a place big 
enough to hold two hundred. Men had no beds and slept on the stone floor when 
there was room to lie down. 92 Sanitary conditions were terrible, and dysentery 
was rampant. Orth became extremely thin and nearly died in Bandung. 

Orth was at Bandung from December 1944 until the war ended in August 
1945. On 17 September 1945, U.S. authorities moved him from Bandung to 
Batavia and on to Singapore, arriving at 3:30 P.M. local time. Vadm. Louis 
Denfield, the Chief of Naval Personnel wired Ednah Orth, "I am pleased to 
inform you of the liberation from Japanese custody of your son Eugene Orth 
Pharmacist's Mate Second Class USN. His condition is reported as good. You are 
invited to send him free via this bureau a twenty-five-word message .. .. ! rejoice 
with you in this good news."93 

After a two-thousand-mile flight from Singapore to Calcutta, Eugene Orth 
returned to the "jurisdiction of the U .S. Navy following [his] prisoner of 
war status"94 at 2:00A.M. on 18 September 1945 . On 1 October, Colonel 
Rugheimer, Commander of Replacement Depot Number 3, ordered him to 
proceed by air transportation to any U.S. airport for further assignment. Orth 
was allowed sixty-five pounds of baggage for the journey,95 all of which must 
have been newly purchased or issued after his losing all of his possessions with 
Houston and enduring forty-five months as a POW. The North African Division 
of the U.S. Army Air Corps' Air Transport Command, under the command 
of Brig. Gen. James S. Stowell, provided Orth C-54-D aircraft transportation 
on its "Rocket Run" service between India and northwest Africa and on to 
the United States. The homeward journey from Calcutta began 2 October at 
3:15 P.M. Stops along the way included Agra, Karachi, Abadan, Cairo, Tripoli, 
Casablanca, the Azores, and Newfoundland. The over sixty-eight-hour, thirteen
thousand-eight-hundred-mile trip ended at 11:45 A.M. on 6 October when 
Orth's airplane landed at New York's LaGuardia Airport. He had completed a 
six-and-one-half-year, around-the-world odyssey begun in May 1939 in Norfolk 
aboard USS Henderson. 96 
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The newspapers made no mention ofOrth's return to the United States. Little 
wonder, since his arrival in New York was hardly news of importance to anyone 
but loved ones waiting for him in Vermont. Thousands of veterans returned 
each day aboard heavily laden ships whose arrival times in New York, Boston, 
San Francisco, and other ports were duly reported by the press in announce
ment columns set apart from the day's news. New York especially welcomed 
servicemen with complimentary stage play and movie seats, no-cover-charge 
nightclub opportunities, and free museum passes .97 What returning veterans 
sought, however, was contact with home. 

Orth telephoned Vermont to announce his return just as soon as he could 
find an available and working telephone. In early October 194 5, the Long Lines 
Department of the telephone company was the victim of a labor strike, which 
had disrupted regular long distance service; however, preference was given to 
returning servicemen at St. Albans Naval Hospital, Halloran Hospital, Camp 
Shanks, and Pier 92 where the men disembarked.98 Since the Navy assigned 
Orth as a patient to Ward 113 in St. Albans Naval Hospital on Long Island, he 
got a call through to family with relative ease. 

At St. Albans he received a complete physical checkup and he rested and 
recuperated before heading home to Vermont for convalescence leave. There 
he received congratulatory mail from friends, relatives, a long-time sweetheart, 
and an official letter from Pres. Harry S. Truman. "You have fought valiantly 
and have suffered greatly," wrote the President. He noted with pride Orth's "past 
achievements and express[ed] the thanks of a grateful Nation for [his] services 
in combat and [his] steadfastness while a prisoner of war."99 

His future also occupied him during his time in the hospital. While he 
visited his sister Peg in Lowell, Massachusetts on a furlough from St. Albans, 
Orth took a side trip to Bellows Falls to become reacquainted with his high 
school sweetheart, Ellen Griffin, still living there. In mid-October he proposed 
marriage to her and she accepted. On 23 October, Orth wrote Ellen from his 
sister's house in Massachusetts, "You can sue me now for putting it in writing, 
but I still do love you .... I was so dammed lonesome the first nite [sic] here that 
I almost decided to return." 100 She wrote him back the next day after receiving 
his letter, "Will have time only to tell you how much I love you, and miss you 
too." 101 The local newspaper published their engagement announcement on 
25 October, 102 and Eugene Orth married his sweetheart on 6 January 1946, 
eleven years after he had left her and Bellows Falls for U.S. Navy duty. 103 In 
February, after a honeymoon in New York City and Washington, DC04 and 
his convalescence leave completed, Orth was discharged from St. Albans Naval 
Hospital, and he reported for duty as the Property and Accounting Officer at 
the Naval Dispensary, U.S . Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire to 
continue his Navy career. 
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Orrh's Navy rate was changed 20 May 
and again on 10 July to account for the 
period of time he was in a POW status. 
While he was promoted to Chief Pharma
cist's Mate (effective 2 September 1943) , 
Pharmacist (effective 1 October 1943), and 
Chief Pharmacist, W-1 (temporary War
rant Officer rank effective 1 January 1945) 
retroactively, no retroactive increases in pay 
and allowances were allowed by the govern
ment.105 Furthermore, his temporary Chief 
Pharmacist, W/-1 rank could be voided by 
the Navy at any time.106 

In August, desiring to solidify his future 
in the Navy, Orrh applied for augmentation 
into its Regular component as a permanent, 
commissioned Warrant Officer. The post
war Navy was reducing its force structure 
significantly and opportunities for Navy 
Reservists to transfer into the Regular Navy 

Warrant Officer Orth in 
February 1947 . 

Thomas Orth 

were rare. Still, Orth's service record was spotless and contained perfect ratings 
for proficiency and conduct; he had been officially written to by the President; 
and he had proven himself a courageous warrior by spending over one quarter 
of his active duty service time as a prisoner of war, enduring for years horrible 
conditions on behalf of the Nation. 

The Navy denied his application for augmentation into its Regular forces. 
On 22 November 1946, Vadm. Louis Denfield, Chief ofNaval Personnel, wrote 
to a disappointed Orth, 

"The number of applications from officers who desire to transfer 
to the regular Navy as commissioned warrant or warrant officers has 
been far in excess of the numbers required to meet the needs of the 
Navy .... l regret to inform you that your name was not included in the 
recommendations of the Selection Board for appointment. The decision 
in your case .. . was made only after a careful review of your record .. . as 
compared to other officers who requested transfer to the regular Navy. 
The interest you have shown in pursuing a naval career represents an 

. d f . d . . "1 07 exemplary attltu e o serv1ce an patnousm. 

His planned Navy career was beginning to unravel. 

48 

About Thanksgiving of 1947, Orth, now stationed at the Naval Hospital, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire received a letter from Radm. C. A. Swanson, Chief 
of the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery that brought more bad news to 
his career plans. "Recently enacted budgetary limitations impose a personnel 
reduction on the Navy Department," wrote Rear Admiral Swanson, "and pre
cludes the possibility of your retention on active duty in your temporary officer 
status. "108 In twenty-first-century-speak, the Navy had downsized the former 
POW Orth received orders from the Secretary of the Navy in early Decem
ber 1947 terminating his "temporary appointment as a Chief Pharmacist for 
temporary service" 109 shortly after his attending the 10 December Semi-formal 
Portsmouth Naval Base Christmas Party Dance. 11 0 

On 17 August 1949, the Navy transferred Orth (accompanied by his wife 
and two-year-old son) to the U .S. Naval Air Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
Three months later, he moved to the U.S. Naval Hospital on the base. Orth's 
son, Tom, writing an essay for a St. Josephs' Catholic School (on East Simpson 
Street, Mechanicsburg) assignment when he was a young teenager remembered 
his and his mother's trip to Cuba, "I recall very little of this trip only that we were 
both air sick for most of the journey .. .I was very hot there and I do remember 
having Christmas dinner out doors." 111 On the trip back to the United States 
when Orth's tour of duty was completed, young Tom wrote for his teacher, "We 
came back by ship on the USS Gothels. It was a big ocean liner and I recall the 
good food we had on board. Our destination was Mechanicsburg, Pennsylva

The Orth family in post war Bellows Falls, Vermont. 
At Orth's left is his sister Peg, center his mother, Ednah, 

to the right, sisters Ted & Frances. 
Thomas Orth 
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nia to the Naval Supply 
Depot." 11 2Tom's writing 
effort received a grade 
ofB+. 

In 1948 Congress 
passed the War Claims 
Act (Public Law 80-
896), which created a 
War Claims Commission 
(WCC), later called the 
Foreign Claims Settle
ment Commission, to 
adjudicate claims and 
pay out small lump-sum 
compensation payments 
to military POWs from 
a War Claims Fund. The 



fund consisted of Axis assets seized and liquidated under the Trading with the 
Enemy Act of6 October 1917. Under Section 6 (b) of the War Claims Act, 
payments to prisoners of all theaters of the war that were deprived adequate 
food rations in violation of the Geneva Convention of27 July 1929 were to be 
paid at a rate of $1.00 per day of imprisonment. In 1952 the act was amended 
with a new Section 6 (d) that included an additional payment of $1.50 per day 
if a POW could prove that he was subjected to inhumane treatment or forced 
to perform hard labor in violation of the Geneva Convention. 11 3 Therefore, the 
maximum a POW could receive was $2.50 per day of captivity. 

On 5 April 1950, the WCC acknowledged Orth's application for the $1.00 
inadequate food compensation payment for his 1,298 days' imprisonment and 
assigned him claim number 025149, 11 4 and on 7 September 1952, the WCC 
acknowledged his updated application requesting an additional $1.50 per day of 
captivity for his being subjected to inhumane treatment and forced to perform 
hard labor. 115 He noted on his application, "most labor performed ... was carried 
out in swampy, malarial mosquito infested areas. No protection whatsoever was 
provided against this constant menace ." 116 The WCC subsequently approved 
both ofOrth's requests and awarded him $3,245, the maximum allowed $2.50 
per day for his three and one-half years of torture, abuse, deprivation, and dis
ease. In 2005 dollars, this amount represented over $23,000. 

Orth commanded the Medical Clinic at the U.S. Naval Supply Depot, Me
chanicsburg, Pennsylvania before retiring to private life and civilian employment. 
He left active duty and transferred to the Navy's Fleet Reserve on 20 August 1954, 
and was ordered to "keep yourself in readiness to respond to orders to active 
duty in time of war or national emergency." 11 7 In preparing for a civilian career, 
he obtained real estate sales and life insurance sales licenses for Pennsylvania. 
He joined the Mechanicsburg 
Memorial, Post Number 6704 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
the Enola American Legion, 
and Fleet Reserve Association 
ofWashington, DC. After over 
thirty years' faithful service, 
Orth retired from the Navy as a 
ChiefWarrant Officer, W-2 on 
26 March 1965, a sailor in the 
armed forces of his country for 
well over half his life. He died 
thirteen months later. 
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Orrh's Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania VFW card 
dated 1 October 1954. 

Thomas Orth 
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Scuba divers sanctioned by the Republic of Indonesia found the battered 
hulk of Houston in July 1973, almost thirty-one and one-half years after she 
went to the bottom of the Sunda Straight. They recovered several items from 
the wreck, including a telescope, a ring, a Lewis machine gun, a USS Houston 
book, 118 and laundry identification stamps of Donald G. Stower and Edward 
T. Carlyle, both men lost with the ship in 1942. 119 In a solemn ceremony, the 
Indonesian government presented the raised five-hundred pound ship's bell to 
U.S. Amb. Francis]. Galbraith, who sent it as an honor to her crew's service 
and sacrifice to be exhibited on the retired battleship USS Texas, berthed at the 
San Jacinto Battleground at Houston, Texas. 120 Halfway around the world from 
"The Ghost of the Java Coast," which is still manned by over seven hundred of 
his shipmates, Eugene Orth could no longer enjoy the recognition: Fair winds 
and a following sea, sailor. 

0 Holy Spirit Who didst brood 

Upon the waters dark and rude 

And bid their angry tumult cease 

And give for wild confusion peace 

0 hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea. 

"Navy Hymn," Verse 6 

Eugene Orrh in Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania in the 1960s. 

Thomas Orth 
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Insolvent Debtor Petitions of Cumberland County 
Barbara Bartos 

"P f h . " "S . f " "S . f 1 " "P . ressure o t e times. caroty o money. carcrty o war<.. ersrstence 
of creditors." "Family sickness." "Low wages." "Unemployment." "Bought 
high and had to sell low." Are these familiar phrases heard in the last couple of 
years? Yes. But they are also verbatim phrases found in petitions for insolvency 
to the Cumberland County courts from 1750 - 1860 by debtors who found 
themselves arrested on a judgment for debt. 

Credit 
In addition to being legal documents, insolvent debtor petitions are invalu

able resources for historical research. In the big picture, they collectively reflect 
the role of credit and debt as a key factor that enabled economic growth not 
only in Cumberland County, but also in colonial and early America. Credit still 
remains a central factor for America's economic growth today. 1 

Coupled with the scarcity of hard money and the belief that people were 
basically honest and would pay when they could, credit was used by everyday 
people for day-to-day needs and for investment. Instead of credit cards, one 
would "charge it" at a store and their name and the amount they owed was placed 
in "book accounts." Others signed a promissory note to receive a cash loan. 
Unfortunately, just as in recent times, many people met with misfortunes, were 
sued by creditors, and, from the county's founding in 1750 to the mid-1800s, 
ended up in jail. The amount of debt resulting in a debtor's imprisonment 
ranged from small amounts to considerable sums. In 1809, Mr. John Pollock, 
a miller, was successfully sued and jailed for $1 by Mary Black. 2 Although most 
insolvent debtor suits in Cumberland County were under $200, in 1812, Mr. 
George Connor, a wagon maker, was successfully sued and jailed for $1,0003 

and Jacob Fought, a blacksmith, was sued and jailed for $500 in 1819.4 

Questionable Treatment 
Collectively, the petitions also document a change in attitude by Pennsyl

vanians, as well as all Americans, towards debtors. The change reflects the 
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humanitarian movement of the early 1800s. As in England, Americans began 
to view the system of jailing debtors as unfair, counter-productive for society's 
economic growth, and not the best use of taxes. Questions were raised. 

1. How could debtors work to pay off their debts if they were in jail? And 
their debts would increase unless some generous relative or friend paid their 
room and board and court costs. 

2. How could debtors help the economy grow, if they were in jail and not 
working? 

3. Who would provide for a debtor's family if he was in jail? The taxpayer? 

4. Was it fair for debtors who fell on misfortune, and not through any illegal 
activities, to pay for jail room and board, while convicted prisoners didn't? 
Should they be treated the same? 

Carlisle millwright Alexander P. Grimes conveyed similar concerns in his 
petition in 1819. " .. . not being able to procure bail had to lay in the jail of this 
County altogether deprived of the means of making a living or procuring money 
to pay [the debt] .... "5 Mr. Grimes later became a notorious Cumberland County 
criminal and in 1826 was sent to Eastern State Penitentiary sentenced to seven 
years of hard labor for larceny. 

On July 20, 1842, the Pennsylvania legislature passed an act abolishing im
prisonment for debt. Only fourteen insolvent debtor petitions have been found 
after 1842. The Act also addressed the punishment of fraudulent debtors. 6 

Individuals Stories 
Insolvent debtor petitions tell the financial story of many early residents of 

Cumberland County, and they also provide details about their individual lives . 
Some of these insolvent debtors were prominent members of the community. 
Mr. Archibald Loudon, a Carlisle bookseller and publisher, was the author of 
Loudon's Indian Narratives, published in 1811. His insolvent debtor petition 
listed extensive assets and many creditors.7 Most insolvent debtors were, however, 
not the "movers and shakers" of Cumberland County. In stating the reasons for 
insolvency (worded by their lawyer), their petitions provide details not to be 
found elsewhere. (The text in the following samples reflect the original spelling 
and grammar.) 

Joseph McCandliss (1801 petition) 
" .. . I here state cause of my Inability to SatisfY my Creditors, being consider

ably Involved with ... Persons in a situation that promised no Probable way of 
Paying my debts I had a few Goods on hand. With those I left Shippensburgh, 
for Natchez, hoping to dispose of them for cost return and pay to the amount I 
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had, and use Industry for the Balance. Providence, in its dispensations has ordered 
it. Still worse at Natchez I fell sick continued so for Better than a year. Still, I 
had means to procure some cotton, which I put on Board the ship [Hannah] at 
New Orleans Bound for Alexandria. On our Passage a storm came on (as part 
of my cotton was on deck) and destroyed part. when arrived I sold what I had, 
discharged what debts I had unavoidably contracted, such as freight passage, 
cart I had Borrowed at New Orleans to pay my Board travelling charge .. . which 

bl " 8 leaves me una e to pay any more ... 

Joseph Jones, a Tyrone Township blacksmith (1817 petition) Note: Tyrone 
Township, now part of Perry County, before 1820 was part of Cumberland 
County 

"Your Petitioner states that he has had considerable sickness in his family 
within these two last years and that he has lost one of his children it being killed 
to death by his wagon overturning and at same time his wife got her foot mashed 
and also got her head very much hurt and further that he lost 200 Dollars by 
the death ofWm Moore shopkeeper he having before his death paid the money 
and he the said Wm Moore left the books open and after his death he had to 
pay the money again and further he lost one horse in the year 1814 worth 200 
Dollars and further lost a [ ] horse in the winter of 1815 he being kicked .. .. 
worth 500 Dollars and further lost one other [ ] horse having his tongue bit 
off and further had to pay 50 Dollars for Samuel Jones as bail for him and he 
became insolvent .. . "9 

Martin Wibley, a Carlisle blacksmith (1819 petition) 
"Your petitioner states that he marched under the command of Capt Alex

ander as a volunteer in the Spring of 1814 and served his six months on the 
lines and when he returned he found himself considerably involved in debt for 
the necessary sustenance of his family that he since that time has had frequent 
[sickness ... ] that his children had the small pox last winter and further that his 
wife has been under the Doctors hand for the greatest part of this winter and is 
ye t unable to work These are the reasons why he has become insolvent." 10 

Charles McGowan, an East Pennsborough Township laborer (1819 petition) 
"Your Petitioner states he was sent by his father to Henry [Leymns] as an 

apprentice to learn the milling trade and business and said Henry not keeping 
him at the milling business he ran off from his said master and not having been 
employed for the last two winters he was obliged to run in debt .. . " '' 

Capt. John Roberts (1819 petition) 
" .. .In March 1814 he left his home and friends at the head of a volunteer 

company destined for the Lines . That he was engaged in the Battle of Chippeway 
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and on the 25th July following wast taken prisoner at the Battle of Bridgewater. 
That he remained a Prisoner till the conclusion of the war, exposed to many hard
ships and privations, and did not return to his Family til 7'" April 1815 -that 3 
valuable horses were lost during your Petitioners absence and two cows, and that 
nearly all of his clothing and Bedding was taken by the British at Queenstown 
Heights. That divers other Losses were sustained during his absence ... "12 

David Reisinger (1819 petition) 

"Your Petitioner by occupation is a Brick Maker, and has been pecularly un
fortunate in the prosecution of that business. In the summer of 1817, when in 
Partnership with a Mr. McGraw, in conducting an establishment in the neigh
bourhood of Harrisburg, they sustained a loss of $100 worth of wood carried 
away by a fresh in the river, and also of about [180,000] bricks, prepared for 
the kiln, destroyed during the fresh in Paxton Creek. .. "13 

Francis Brady (1830 petition) 

"Your petitioner is by birth an Irishman and has a wife to support since his 
arrival in America he has meet with many losses in business his occupation, that 
of a brick and stone mason, and through the last winter business of that kind 
not being good ... "14 

John Thomas, "colored" (1832 petition) 
"Your petitioner is poor and is a married man- that he makes use of industry 

to support his family- that his occupation is that of a Laborer, at which busi
ness he is very attentive in the summer season, and during the last Winter he 
opened an Oyster house in Carlisle ... " 15 

George Gable (1832 petition) 

"Your petitioner is by occupation a shoemaker and that he formerly resided 
in York County, PA. and that the principal part of his debts were contracted 
in that County- That he arrived in Carlisle on the 1" of April 1831, with his 
family consisting of his wife and nine children - That since his arrival four of 
his children have died - that among the surviving part of his family is a son 
aged about (not entered) years, who is a cripple ... " 16 

Over 2,500 insolvent debtor petitions dating from 1750 to 1864 have been 
preserved and inventoried. Made possible by a grant from Pennsylvania His
torical and Museum Commission (PHMC) in 2008, they are now available on 
the County's Archival web site with images for viewing. Go to http://ccweb. 
ccpa.net/archivesllistings.aspx and select "Prothonotary". At the bottom of the 
page, under Papers, are the Insolvent Debtor Petitions. Select <Inventory> for 
a listing. Select the camera icon to view an image of a petition. 
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Insolvent Debtor Process 
1. JAIL. A debtor would find himself in jail when he was unable to pay a court 

judgment of debt. 

2. PETITION. A debtor would then petition the civil court for insolvency 
with a written petition drawn up by a lawyer. Some cases were also heard in 
Orphans' Court or Quarter Sessions Court- criminal court. (FYI: Orphans' 
Court, although dealing with matters regarding children who are orphaned, 
is called Orphans' Court because any matter that didn't fit into the civil or 
criminal court would be assigned to Orphans' Court- the matter itself was 

" h ") an orp an . 

3. PETITION REVIEW The petition would be reviewed by the court and, 
if in order, the court would set a hearing date. 

4. CREDITOR NOTIFICATION. The petitioner would be required to no
tify creditors of the hearing. The notification was either to be published in 
a newspaper (specified by town, or a particular newspaper if, for example, 
a debtor had many creditors in another county) or by personal notice; 
sometimes both. A personal notice was a hand delivered notification to the 
creditors by someone the petitioner appointed. The appointed person would 
return a list to the court with the creditor's name, when delivered, where, 
and to whom. Usually notification had to be completed and reported to the 
court before the hearing or the hearing was postponed to a later date. 

5. THE HEARING. A hearing by the court would be held with the petitioner 
and any creditors who wished to attend. For efficiency, the review of petitions 
and the hearings were usually scheduled for the same day and not mixed in 
with other cases. 

6. JUDGMENT. If none of the creditors appeared or could not present reasons 
to keep the debtor in jail (perhaps providing information that the debtor was 
hiding his assets), the debtor would assign whatever assets he had, (over and 
above those he was allowed to keep by law "for the comfort of the poor"), to 
someone to distribute his assets to pay the debts. With this stipulation, the 
debtor would usually be discharged. Among the 2,500 petitions inventoried, 
only a few examples of a petition being denied were found. 

Parts of an Insolvent Debtor Petition 
1. INTRODUCTION. Standard introductory paragraphs addressed the court, 

made a statement to the court that the petitioner had resided in Cumberland 
County for a designated period of time (this was so a debtor from another 
state could not take advantage of Pennsylvania's insolvent debtor laws), that 
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the debtor could not pay his debts, and was willing to assign his assets for 
distribution. 

2. PETITIONER'S CREDITORS. A list of the petitioner's creditors would 
include name and the amount owed. Sometimes what the debt was specifi
cally for (rent, etc.), as well as the residence and occupation of the creditor, 
would also be entered. 

3. PETITIONER'S ASSETS. A list of the petitioner's assets included both 
personal effects and real estate. Some lists were very detailed and ran several 
pages. 

4. REASON FOR INSOLVENCY. Although some explanations are without 
detail ("Pressure of the times."), other defenses included dates, places, people, 
relationships, etc. 

5. THE DEBTOR'S AFFIDAVIT. A statement signed by the debtor who 
attested that the information provided by him was true. 

6. THE NAME OF THE ASSIGNEE. The name of the person chosen to 
distribute the debtor's assets (if the debtor had any) to settle the debts owed 
the creditor who brought the suit and the debts of other creditors. Often 
the assignee was one of the creditors appearing in the creditor list, many 
times with an "X" next to his name. 

7. THE VERSO. The administrative side of the petition with information 
entered regarding the date of petition, date of hearing, how creditors were 
to be informed of the court hearing for insolvency (newspaper or personal 
notice), and the decision of the court (discharged, forfeited, etc.). For over 
2,000 of the petitions, a filing number was also entered. 

8. SUPPORT PAPERS. Other papers could also become part of the peti
tion. Depositions, bail bonds, the assignee's bond, proof of notifications to 
creditors, and past transactions regarding a debt or asset could be among 
them. 

9. SIGNATURES. Various signatures, such as the petitioner's and the assignee's 
names, appear throughout the petition. 
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Capt. John Roberts Insolvent Debtor Petition 1819.0316, Prothonotary Papers, 
Cumberland County Archives, Cumberland County, PA. 
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Fugitive Slave Cases in Cumberland County, PA 
Lindsay Houpt 

This paper was originally presented at the Phi Alpha Theta National H~story 
Honor Society Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico. The paper, slightly 
modified for Cumberland County History, is presented here. 

With the passing of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1793, and its reinforcement 
through the Prigg v. Pennsylvania decision and the Compromise of 1850, inci
dents between southern slave owners and the residents of Pennsylvania became 
more common in the years before the Civil War. In Cumberland County there 
were five slave cases which epitomized the conflict and tensions growing between 
the North and South. 

T he first known slave incident occurred in 1832, when a slave owner from 
Maryland claimed a man living in Carlisle was his slave. He went to the Court 
of Common Pleas at the County Courthouse and was granted ownership of the 
man. 1 The next incident occurred in June of 1847, when three freedom seekers 
were traveling via the Underground Railroad to Carlisle. They were captured a~d 
held illegally in prison, leading to the McClintock Riot. 2 In 1847, the Daniel 
Kaufman Trial was held at the courthouse over Kaufman's aiding of freedom 
seekers on the Underground Railroad. In 1850, the Burns Family Incident is 
recorded in which a slave owner from Maryland captured the eighteen year 
old son of his former slave and took him back to Baltimore to be sold into 
slavery. The slave owner's trial for kidnapping was also held in Cumberland 
County. Finally in the spring of 1859, a slave catcher kidnapped the Butler 
family from their home, and once again the trial was held at the Cumberland 
County Courthouse. These incidents represent the attitudes of society in the 
19'" cen tury and show the increasing tensions between the Northern free states 
and the Southern slave states. 

On 12 February 1793, the Fugitive Slave Law was passed by the Second 
Congress. This law authorized slave owners to cross state lines and arrest or seize 
their servants or fugitives and allowed '"any magistrate of a county, city, or town,' 
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to rule on the matter. "3 However, throughout Pennsylvania this law was not 
strictly enforced by local officials. Pennsylvania even passed an anti-kidnapping 
law in 1826 to inhibit the capture of fugitive slaves.4 This all changed in 1842, 
when the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Edward Prigg in Prigg v. Pennsylva
nia. Prigg was convicted of kidnapping a woman and her child and returning 
them to their Maryland owner. Prigg's lawyers appealed to the Supreme Court, 
and the Court declared that the Pennsylvania anti-kidnapping law of 1826 was 
unconstitutional. The Court also upheld the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793 and 
"affirmed that a slaveholder's right to his property overrode any contrary state 
legislation."5 However, there was a catch. The Court also said that the enforce
ment of the Fugitive Slave Law was a federal responsibility and the states did not 
have to cooperate. This allowed for a series of personal liberty laws to be passed 
between 1842 and 1850, which prohibited state authorities and facilities to be 
used in the recapture of fugitive slaves.6 It would be these personal liberty laws 
that would lead to turmoil in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. 

The grounds on which the "Old" Courthouse now stands, was also the loca
tion of the first Cumberland County Courthouse. On 24 March 1845, that 
courthouse was destroyed by fire. However, the townspeople of Carlisle rushed 
into the burning building and saved many of the documents held there. Be
cause of this there is some information about the 1832 case of "Jim" a fugitive 
slave, which occurred in the original courthouse. In 1832 Thomas Anderson, a 
slave owner from Fredrick, Maryland, requested that the Cumberland County 
Court of Common Pleas grant him custody of a man named Jim. 7 Anderson 
claimed that Jim was a fugitive slave, who had run away in 1829. In the docu
ment "The Case of the Application of Thomas Anderson for a warrant for the 
removal of Jim, a Negro to the State of Maryland," Anderson was able to get 
two neighbors to act as witnesses, John Stevens and Samuel Griffiths. Both men 
signed a statement identifying Jim as Anderson's slave. 8 On the 31" of October 
1832, Associate Judge William Line granted Anderson a certificate, giving him 
the authority to remove Jim from Carlisle and take him back to Maryland, in 
accordance with the 1793 Fugitive Slave Law.9 

On 2 June 1847, the McClintock Slave Riot occurred in Cumberland County, 
on the steps of the courthouse. A few days before the riot, three freedom seekers, 
Lloyd Brown, Hester, and a child, were traveling on the Underground Railroad 
and hid in the home of a Cumberland County family. The two owners of the 
slaves, Mr. James Kennady and Colonel Howard Hollingsworth, tracked them to 
a home in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. They broke into the home and captured 
the three runaways. 10 A writ of habeas corpus forced the three freedom seekers 
before Cumberland County judge, Samuel Hepburn. At the hearing the freedom 
seekers were identified and claimed by Kennady and Hollingsworth. 
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Original Cumberland County Court House and Town Hall, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
site of the 1832 fugitive slave case. The building was destroyed by fire in 1845. 

CCHS Photo Archives 

Following the hearing, the Justice of the Peace arrested the slave owners for 
forcibly entering the home where the runaways were hidden. 11 Before going 
to jail, Kennady and Hollingsworth requested that the Sheriff take custody of 
his slaves. This upset many in the community of Carlisle, and while still in the 
courtroom, Norman, the husband of the freedom seeker Hester, tried to grab 
her by the waist and carry her off. The Deputy Sheriff knocked Norman against 
the wall and declared the next attempt would be met with a pistol. 12 A profes
sor at Dickinson College, Dr. John McClintock was outraged when hearing of 
the imprisonment of the fugitive slaves. McClintock immediately entered the 
courthouse and declared the sheriff's actions to be illegal under the new Law 
of 184 7, which stated that every judge, alderman, justice of the peace or officer 
could not grant a warrant or assist slave owners in the tal(ing of fugitives out 
of Pennsylvania. 13 However, Judge Hepburn disregarded the law and granted 
custody of the slaves to Kennady and Hollingsworth, and allowed them to leave 
the courthouse with Brown, Hester, and the child in their custody. 

In the Life and Letters of Rev. john M'Clintocl? by George Crooks, McClintock 
wrote of the day's events in his diary dated 2 June 1847. 
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This day at five PM, as I was passing the courthouse, Mr. Sand
erson (the postmaster) called me and asked if I wasn't going into the 
court-house. "Why?" "There is a case of fugitive slaves," .... I went in. 
Mr. Thorne told me at the door that there was doubt about the woman 
and child being slaves, but not about the man .... The judge decided on 
the habeas corpus that the sheriff had no right to imprison the blacks, 
and dismissed them from his custody, saying at the same time that the 
masters had certificates from the justice of the peace on which they 
could remove them. This I knew to be contrary due to the late law of 
Pennsylvania . . . 14 

After the hearing, McClintock went to retrieve a copy of the new law. Mr. 
Adair, counsel for the freedom seekers, worked to get a second writ of habeas 
corpus regarding the question of ownership ofHester and child.15 At the same 
time Kennady and Hollingsworth were waiting on the steps of the courthouse 
for a carriage to take the three freedom seekers back to Maryland. One wit
ness writes, "The free blacks, seeing their fellows about to be carried away into 
interminable bondage, made a rush and carried off the woman and child." 16 As 
the crowd rushed off with the woman and child, Kennady followed in order 
to retrieve his slaves. He was tripped by boards lying on the sidewalk and was 
repeatedly struck by the rioters, severely inj~ring him. During the riot the lawyers 
and McClintock stood on the courthouse steps witnessing the ordeal. 17 

By the end of the incident, Lloyd Brown was taken back to Maryland as a 
slave. Hester and the child, who had been carried off by the crowd, made their 
way to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on the Underground Railroad. A few weeks 
after the riot, Mr. Kennady suddenly died from his injuries. After the riot was 
broken up, McClintock was blamed for instigating the disturbance. He was 
falsely accused of cheering the crowd into violence, assuring them he would 
take the risk of all the consequences.18 He was formally charged, along with 
twenty-nine others with instigating a riot on 3 June 1847. A trial date was set 
for 25 August 1847. 

The trial of]ohn McClintock was one that touched on the turmoil of slavery 
in the 1840s. Some witnesses swore that he cheered the blacks on promising to 
tal<e all the consequences.19 Another witness said he yelled that there must not be 
any fighting and if anyone strikes you to come see him for protection. 20 At the 
end of the trial the jury acquitted John McClintock, half the blacks were cleared, 
but thirteen were convicted. Of the thirteen convicted, three were condemned 
to three years' imprisonment in the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, a 
sentence McClintock subsequently fought to overturn and won. 2 1 
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"New" Cumberland County Court House, built in 1845. 
T his photo is one of the earliest known and dates to 1876. It was copied from 
a stereo card made by John Choate. This building is the site of the McClintock 

case as well as all subsequent fugitive slave cases in the County. 
CCHS Photo Archives 

T he next fugitive slave incident to occur was also in 1847, and is known as 
the Daniel Kaufman Trial. Court records from the November court session of 
1847 report that thirteen fugitive slaves arrived at Daniel Kaufman's on the 
18'h of October 1847.22 Shadrack Oliver's wife, Mary Oliver, and her daughters 
from Williamsport, Maryland, inherited the slaves after the death of Shadrack. 
Twelve of the slaves belonged to the daughters and one to the widow. The 
thirteen consisted of two families- two men, two women, two boys, and seven 
girls.23 They were believed to have escaped on the ninth or tenth of October 
1847 . Traveling on the Underground Railroad they reached Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. Once there, they were met by a free black, George Cole. Cole is 
quoted in court testimony saying, "I took them as a friend to help them along 
so that they would not be taken."24 Cole led them north through Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania, to Miller's Furnace at Huntsdale, next to Salome Forge, and finally 
to the Kaufman farm in Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania. 
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Cole arrived at Kaufman's around 12:00 PM and put the freedom seekers in 
the barn. In Cole's testimony he stated that he went to Kaufman's house and 
took him to the barn to show him the freedom seekers. Kaufman explained 
he did not want them there but would allow them to stay until evening and 
would feed them. However, he felt they could be too easily seen or heard in 
the barn, so he decided to have them moved to the stables. 25 Unfortunately, a 
number of people had already witnessed Cole taking the slaves into the barn, 
and by 8:00 or 9:00 that night a group of men arrived at Kaufman's to see if 
the rumors of him harboring fugitive slaves was true. 26 When they arrived they 
saw the fugitives and ~ wagon to carry them to their next destination. Mode 
Griffith testified that "the Negroes were taken away in Kaufman's wagon before 
midnight that evening."27 

Mary Oliver's cousin followed the escaped slaves to Pennsylvania, and when 
he learned of Kaufman's help in their escape, he filed a suit against Kaufman on 
behalf of his cousin Mary. The suit was heard in the Court of Common Pleas 
of Cumberland County beginning on the 7'h ofNovember 1847. Judge Samuel 

Photo of Pennsylvania State Historical Marker erected in 2002 in Boiling Springs 
commemorating the efforts of Daniel Kaufman to aid fugitive slaves. 

CCHS Photo Archives 
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Hepburn favored the Olivers and after a full day at court, and the jury being 
out all night, Kaufman was fined two thousand dollars in damages in favor of 
the plaintiffs. 28 

The next incident was a case of slave catching. A former slave named Betsy 
Burns escaped from Dr. Ridgely of Maryland in approximately 1831, and trav
eled on the Underground Railroad to Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Six months after 
she fled to Pennsylvania, Betsy gave birth to a son named Alexander. 29 In 1850, 
Martin Auld wrote to Dr. Ridgely informing him of Betsy and her son's pres
ence in Carlisle. Ridgely sent his two sons to reclaim his property. When the 
sons arrived they employed Auld and an innkeeper, Mr. Pile, to aid them in the 
capture of Alexander, who was between the ages of seventeen and eighteen.30 

T he abduction was planned for a few days. It was decided that Pile would hire 
Alexander to care for the horses of Ridgely's sons. On several evenings, Alexander 
was enticed to drink brandy laced with laudanum; however, it did not have an 
affect on him. 31 At 11:00 o'clock at night, a few days later, Alexander was told 
to put the horses on a carriage and was offered money to get into the carriage 
to show the two sons the road they needed to tal<:e to get back to Maryland. 
However, after passing the point in which they were to let him off, Alexander 
discovered their intentions and attempted to make noise, which was stopped 
by putting a handkerchief into his mouth. They drove the carriage to Baltimore 
and sold Alexander into slavery. 32 

Auld was charged with kidnapping a free black and selling him into slavery. 
On the 10'h of April1850, a trial was held at the Cumberland County Court
house, in which Auld plead "not guilty" to kidnapping. The verdict determined 
that it could not be argued that Alexander Burns, who was not alive when his 
mother ran away, was a fugitive slave. Alexander was soon released from slavery 
and Auld was found guilty of kidnapping. 33 

The final known incident occurred in the spring of 1859, and was another 
case of kidnapping. Known as the Buder Incident, the Buder family, John and 
his wife and child, were taken from their home in Dickinson Township near 
Spruce Run on the night of 10 June 1859.34 Witnesses during the trial said the 
home looked to be forcibly entered. 

On the same night, between 12 and 2 o'clock, I received information 
which induced me to take a horse and ride over to the Buder's house, 
abo ut three-fourths of a mile from where I lived. I found the house open 
and no person in it. His hat, coat and boots that he had worn the day 
before, were lying around the room ... Then I came to Mummas' stable, 
where a two-horse carriage had been standing. I followed the tracks of 
the carriage down to the turnpike gate.35 
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It was soon learned that Emmanuel Myers, a well-known slave catcher from 
Maryland, had been staying in Cumberland County. Immediately it was assumed 
that the Burns family had been kidnapped and taken to Maryland. Myers was 
found within Pennsylvania, arrested by Sheriff McCartney and lodged in the 
Carlisle Prison. A trial was soon set at the courthouse. However, during the trial 
the capture of the family was not seriously questioned. Instead, the defense argued 
that they had been slaves of Elizabeth Warfield of Fredrick County, Maryland, 
and even though she manumitted them, the family belonged to her creditors, 
due to her estate going bankrupt.36 Despite this, the jury found Myers guilty 
of kidnapping. However, a deal was proposed in which Myers would return 
the Butler family to their home, and the Commonwealth would not press for 
a sentence against Myers. 

Cumberland County was a key component in aiding freedom seekers on the 
Underground Railroad, and the "Old" Courthouse is where many legal chal
lenges occurred berween southern slave owners and slaves seeking their freedom. 
With the passing of the Fugitive Slave Law and its strict reinforcement after the 
Compromise of 1850, incidents of slave catching and runaways forced to return 
to the South increased. These five slave cases are a microcosm of what was going 

Photo of springhouse ruins on the Woods Farm in Dickinson Township. 
The building vvas known to be used as a station on the Underground Railroad. 

CCHS Photo Archives 
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on in the country during the period before the Civil War. As Pennsylvania and 
other northern states passed personal liberty laws, tensions between the rwo 
regions of the country became increasingly stressed. However, these trials also 
show that the prejudice and racism of slavery was not split along the Mason 
Dixon Line bur spread north of that line as well. Jim was legally sent back to 

Maryland as a slave, Daniel Kaufman was found guilty by a jury of his peers 
for aiding fugitive slaves, and Emmanuel Myers was not sentenced by the State, 
even though he was found guilty of kidnapping. These cases demonstrate the 
legal and personal divisions over slavery in Pennsylvania and the increasingly 
contentious issues related to aiding fugitive slaves and the underground railroad's 
role in this struggle as the country moved toward Civil War. 
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The Lost Cemetery: Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Beverly J Bone 

By 1820, Mechanicsburg's founding fathers including John Gosweiler and 
Henry Stouffer among others had laid out a number of town building lots, so 
it was not surprising that by this time there were 30 to 35 houses built in the 
town along with a public square. In 1828 the town's leaders moved to have the 
site incorporated as the Borough of Mechanicsburg in Cumberland County. 
Its original boundaries were Simpson Street to the south; Hoguestown (York) 
Road to the west; Green Street to the north; and Silver Spring (Walnut) Road 
to the east. 

T he most widely known cemeteries in this area were outside those boundar
ies including Silver Spring Presbyterian Cemetery; Trindle Spring Cemetery 
(Lutheran); and Peace Church (now St. Johns) Cemetery (also Lutheran). Al
though these cemeteries were popular, they did not provide appropriate burial 
grounds for other groups, such as Methodists, Mennonites and Brethren who 
lived in the Borough. 

T his lack of a cemetery for other groups was recognized and a group of early 
residents created Cedar Hill Cemetery. It was not within the boundaries of Me
chanicsburg at that time, but it was less than a half mile away in Silver Spring 
Township along Trindle Springs Road. The actual date of the creation of the 
new cemetery remains a mystery, but it is believed that Cedar Hill Cemetery 
continued to be used for new burials at least until 1862. In that year, borough 
leaders developed Chestnut Hill Cemetery in Upper Allen Township. Fourteen 
years later, in 1876, Mechanicsburg Cemetery was developed. Since Cedar Hill 
Cemetery was only on an acre of land, the borough likely realized there would 
be no room for expansion, and thus decided to develop other alternatives. 

T here are many sources that confirm the existence of this early cemetery lo
cated at the corner of today's West Main Street and West Street in the western 
end of the Borough. Among those sources are many deeds that cite the cem
etery wi th the name Cedar Hill. The individuals listed on the deeds come from 
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significant families of the Borough. Some of these early residents include the 
Coover family, in particular, the daughters ofJohn Coover and their husbands. 
These include Susan Coover, wife of Dr. Philip Long; Sarah Coover, wife of 
Ephraim Zug (Sarah would later marry William Oswald); and Elizabeth Coover, 
wife of Levi Kauffman. These early deeds from the 1850's and 1860's included 
a covenant that" ... this lot of ground shall not be used for any purpose but that 
of a cemetery or burying ground for the dead". It was a covenant that continued 
with each change of ownersh.ip. 1 

Although there are many missing details concerning Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
it is possible to develop an historical scenario by weaving the !mown evidence. 
There were a number of individuals memorialized (with names and dates of 
birth and death engraved on stone markers) at Chestnut Hill and Mechanicsburg 
Cemeteries who died many years before either cemetery existed. A list of all 
the names and their associated families is available at the Cumberland County 
Historical Society's Hamilton Library, however, some of particular interest will 
be mentioned below. 

Two of the earliest deaths in 1823 and 1827 were the death dates for Barbara 
Longnecker, two months of age, and Sarah R. Longnecker, ten months of age, 
respectively. Their father, Henry Longnecker died in 1837 and their brother, 
John P. died in 1852. Even though these individuals died ten to forty years before 
the creation of the Chestnut Hill Cemetery, they were all listed on a large stone 
obelisk in Chestnut Hill Cemetery. Other Longnecker relatives, who died after 
Chestnut Hill had opened, were also engraved on this monument including: 
Elizabeth, 1873; Matilda, 1881; Hyman, 1888; Rear Admiral Edwin, 1923; 
and Maude H., 1982.2 

Another death that occurred September 17, 1832, and memorialized at Chest
nut Hill was Maria W Dorsheimer, the daughter of J. and M. Dorsheimer. 3 

When Mr. Dorsheimer died in 1879, Mrs. Dorsheimer purchased a monument 
for his grave in August 1882, from Coble and Arnold, prominent stone cutters 
at the time. Two years later in December 1884, Mrs. Dorsheimer purchased a 
sculpture of a young girl to be placed at Chestnut Hill to commemorate the 
death of her daughter, Maria, in 1832. What is particularly interesting is that 
Coble and Arnold's ledger records that the Dorsheimers had bought the "old" 
stone and credited Mrs. Dorsheimer's account.4 Coble and Arnold's ledger for 
the 1870's, 1880's, and 1890's cite a number of similar transactions involving 
the Chestnut Hill and Mechanicsburg Cemeteries . 

Another prominent resident of Mechanicsburg involved in multiple cemeteries 
was William Cooper Eckels and his family. He and his wife, Sarah Ann Proctor, 
had two children, a son, William Officer Eckels and a daughter, Mary J . Eckels. 
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Both died from scarlet fever within seven 
days of each other in May 1857. William 
was not quite seven years old and Mary 
was only two years old. Even though these 
children died almost twenty years before 
the opening of the Mechanicsburg Cem
etery, they, their parents, a brother and his 
wife, and two maternal aunts' names were 
all engraved on one monument located in 
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. The aunts died in 
1883 and 1887. Both parents died in 1899 
and the brother, Walter Lowrie Eckels, died 

.in 191 P 

Eckels Family Gravestone in 
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 

Photo by author 

An .interesting oddity .in this story .is that 
there .is an old broken gravestone dated 18 57 
with a verse that would only be appropriate 
for a young child. It .is located on Stouffer 
Alley at the end of a private driveway .in 
Mechanicsburg. One wonders if .it was 
the stone for Mary J. Eckels at Cedar Hill 

Cemetery. 
Another family from Mechanicsburg who were memorialized and possibly 

interred .in the Mechanicsburg Cemetery were Henry Kimmel, his wife Cath
erine, and their seven children: Samuel, John, Jacob, Abner, Elizabeth, Sarah 

Broken tombstone located at the 
end of a private driveway in the 

Borough of Mechanicsburg. 
Photo by author 

and Kate. Only Kate survived to adulthood. 
The other six children died between 1827 and 
1842 and each had a brownstone monument 
placed .in Peace Church Cemetery. 6 Their 
father, Henry died .in 1849, but there .is no 
record ofh.is burial or a stone .in Peace Church 
Cemetery. A large monument was purchased 
by Mrs . Catherine Kimmel for Henry and 
the family .in May 1879 from Coble and Ar
nold. The monument has the names of all the 
children .including Kate (married name, Kate 
Bailey) who died .in 1877 and both Henry and 
Catherine. Catherine died .in 1882. According 
to the ledgers of Coble and Arnold, Catherine 
memorialized the whole family together on one 
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stone in the Mechanicsburg Cemetery before her own death.7 It appears that this 
stone memorialized the deaths from the two cemeteries, Cedar Hill and Peace 
Church, since Mechanicsburg Cemetery did not exist until 1876. 

There are many instances that can be documented that family members 
were interred (or at least memorialized) together many years after their deaths . 
One involved the family of Andrew Seifert. By using the records of Coble and 
Arnold as well as the tombstone readings of Jeremiah Zeamer compiled at the 
end of the 19'" century and the beginning of the 20'" century, the history of 
the family can be traced . Andrew and his wife Susan had twins: a girl, Leah J . 
and a boy, Austin M. on May 19, 1869. Sadly, in less than four months both 
children died from cholera. 8 In this instance, the children were buried in Trindle 
Springs Cemetery. Fifteen years later, Andrew purchased a double stone for his 
twins' grave and it was placed in Trindle Springs Cemetery on October 14, 1886 
as documented by Coble and Arnold's ledger. 9 His wife, Susan died in 1892. 
Between 1894- 1895, Jeremiah Zeamer documented the double burial stone 
inscription in Trindle Springs Cemetery. 10 He recorded Austin and Leah but 
not their mother, Susan. In 1893, however, Andrew purchased a family stone 
which was placed in Mechanicsburg Cemetery. Sometime after Zeamer's record 
and before 1911 when Andrew died, the double stone originally purchased for 
the twins was moved to Mechanicsburg Cemetery. It can be recognized by the 
sketch made by Coble and Arnold in their ledger. 11 Also, more recent readings 
ofTrindle Springs Cemetery have not included the double stone Zeamer had 
recorded in 1895. 

The Seifert Family story above illustrates that burials took place in older 
cemeteries and were later moved to newer cemeteries including Mechanicsburg 
and Chestnut Hill. However, less than one percent of the 110 burials recorded 
during this research have been found in any of the older Cumberland County 
cemeteries as documented using the transcriptions of their grave stones. This 
research was conducted using the Church and Cemetery Records at Cumberland 
County Historical Society. Without finding evidence to the contrary, these fam
ily members may have been buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery and later moved (or 
memorialized) to Mechanicsburg and Chestnut Hill Cemeteries. 

Since the majority of these families appeared to have memorialized these 
early deaths on new family or individual stones in the new cemetery, there was 
apparently no mass re-interment of the bodies or movement of the gravestones 
from Cedar Hill Cemetery. Such a process would have required court action 
and evidence of such legal activity has not been found. Therefore, it appears 
that gravestones and/or bodies were slowly moved from Cedar Hill Cemetery 
as subsequent deaths occurred in the family. At that time, the family member(s) 
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that had died earlier, mostly children, joined the family either in the Mechan

icsburg or Chestnut Hill Cemeteries. 
By the late nineteenth century, Cedar Hill Cemetery was becoming only a 

memory. In 1891 the land surrounding the one acre cemetery was annexed by 
the Borough of Mechanicsburg from Silver Spring Township. The cemetery was 
frequently cited in the Borough Council minutes as a landmark or a boundary. 
Most of the time, however, it was cited due to the owner of the property not 

d b. . d 12 maintaining the pavement an cur mg or not removmg snow or wee s. 
After many transfers of ownership, the "old cemetery" was sold to the Honor

able Judge Wilbur F. Sadler in 1884.13 Although he sold it almost immediately 
to Robert H . Sayre, Sadler and two attorneys, John Hays and George Hostler 
were cited in the tax records from 1892 to 1906 as owners and paid the taxes for 
the property. 14 Prior to this time, the cemetery was not listed in the tax records 
because active burial grounds were not taxed. From the 1850's until the 1884 
sale to Sadler, the property surrounding the cemetery was owned by John Nisley. 
Nisley was taxed for his land minus the one acre of cemetery ground.' 5 

. 

In 1907, the estate of Robert H. Sayre was sold and H. H. Mercer, Esquire, 
a well-known attorney in Mechanicsburg, purchased the "old cemetery".' 6 Only 
a few years after Mercer acquired the cemetery grounds, there were discussi~ns 
at Borough Council meetings that resulted in a notice regarding the openmg 
of West Street between West Simpson and West Main Streets.' 7 In 1908, the 
solicitor for the Council was requested to write a legal opinion concerning 
whether the old cemetery property could be considered a nuisance and therefore 
tal(en over by the Borough for a park or a road. The solicitor, George G. Lloyd, 
reported that the Borough could not declare the property a nuisance. a.nd could 
not legally take it and make it into a park. Mr. Lloyd was less definmve about 
making it into a road, since such an action had to be proven as necessary for the 
good of the public. He cautioned the Council that the families with relatives 

h . 18 buried there may protest t e acuon. 
In 1910 extending West Street was again proposed. The proposed new street 

bordered and possibly overlapped the cemetery property. When the Council 
published the notice of the proposed street in the Mechanicsbur~ ]ourn~l, J:I· 
H . Mercer took action to stop the proposal. At the next Council meetmg 111 

December 1910, a letter from Mercer was introduced into the meeting minutes. 
The letter cautioned the "Council against entering, or in any manner trespassing 
upon the premise located between Main and Simpson streets at the Western end 
of the Borough, known as 'Cedar Hill Cemetery' and more commonly known as 
the old cemetery. "19 The written reply was not recorded in the Council minutes. 
According to the records in later meetings, West Street was proclaimed opened. 
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However, in the early 1940's West Street was remembered as a dirt road with 
weeds and tree stumps growing in the middle of it. 20 

H. H. Mercer, and after his death in 1921, his son, Forrest Mercer, were 
listed in the tax records for the property from 1907 until it was sold to Edwin 
E. Nailor in September 1943. 2 1 During those thirty-six years, Mercer was fre
quently cited in Borough Council minutes as the owner and the one responsible 
for maintaining the appearance of the property. 22 

In the 1930's and early 1940's, children on the west end of the Borough 
used the cemetery grounds as a playground. Baseball, kickball, and other games 
were frequently played on the lot regardless of the overgrown weeds. There is 
no memory of tombstones on the property at this time, possibly because the 
stones had been removed by relatives or neighbors. There have been a number 
of stories from senior citizens that gravestones were seen on residents' private 
property in the neighborhood of the cemetery.B 

In 1944, the western part of the one acre cemetery was sold to Ann Schubauer 
who already owned the lot at 615 West Main Street. 24 In March 1946, Edwin 
Nailor sold the remainder of the cemetery grounds, bordering Simpson Street 
on the south, West Street on the east, and West Main Street on the north to Dr. 
C. Richard Brandt. Unlike the earlier deeds, there was no covenant included 
~bout the original purpose of the land. However, there was a covenant prohibit
mg any structure to be built on the first tvventy-four feet of land directly south 
of the West Main Street curb. This covenant was included for both 601 and 
603 West Main Street properties as well. Those twenty-four feet were to remain 
green. Another covenant stated that the land was not to be used for business 
and commercial purposes. 25 

In 1946 through 1947, Dr. Brandt built his home and doctor's office on 
the ground~. It was reported by Dr. Brandt's son that bones were found during 
the excavation for the house. 26 Some of the children who used the property as 
a playground remember finding brass hinges on the property which may have 
been from the coffins. 27 

Although there are a few long time residents of Mechanicsburg that remember 
discussions about the old cemetery, no one appears to know how it was created 
or how it was dismantled. It was common lmowledge among the town coun
~i lmen as late as May 1941, when the cemetery was cited by Burgess Hutter 
111 the Council minutes for needing the weeds to be cut. 28 One wonders why 
a prominent piece of ground on Main Street in the Borough could become so 
mysterious in such a short period of time. 

Obviously, there are still missing pieces to the puzzle regarding Cedar Hill 
Cemetery. In addition to the obvious questions like how was it created and 
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how was it abolished, there are two questions that are particularly mysterious. 
The first is, why did the Mercers continue to own and protect the cemetery 
for thirty-six years. Forrest Mercer, like his father, was a prominent attorney in 
the area. He was the solicitor for the Borough Council during part of this time 
period. The Mercers were not natives of Mechanicsburg, but they apparently 
felt some responsibility for the cemetery until such time as they decided to leave 

the Borough and move to Camp Hill. 
The other intriguing question is, why was land that held the graves of so many 

children from prominent families of Mechanicsburg allowed to be forgotten and 
subsequently two houses permitted to be built on this sacred ground. 

It is doubtful, if we will ever know the complete story of Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
The story and the names of all those buried there will remain a mystery. If the 
surviving relatives did not remain in the area or died prior to the creation of 
Chestnut Hill and Mechanicsburg Cemeteries, there would have been no op
portunity for the removal of those graves from Cedar Hill Cemetery. 

Since it was reported by Dr. Brandt's son that bones were found during the 
excavation for the house, it is highly probable that at least some bodies were 
never removed. In actuality, no documentation was found to show that any 
bodies were removed. The deaths may just have been memorialized on the new 
tombstones or the old stones may have been removed to the new site. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
RECORDS SERIES AT CCHS 

COMMISSIONERS PAPER SERIES 

(as of 30 June 2010) 

An * indicates individual document images available on line. Go to http:/ I 
ccweb.ccpa.net/archives/listings.aspx> Clerk of Courts or Commissioners. Scroll 
to the Paper Series section at the bottom of the page. To view an image, click 
"inventory" and then click the camera icon next to the document to be viewed. 
If there is not a camera icon, the document is missing as of June 2010. 

"TBD" = To be determined. These series have not been inventoried due to the 
size of the series or its complexity. 

Series Title Date Span Quantity 
(#docs)* 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 181 7 .. . 1870 104* 

ASSESSORS' DUTIES 1841-1841 1* 

BOARD OF RELIEF Civil War 1861-1862 36* 

BRIDGE DOCUMENTS 1818 .. . 1961 129 

COLLATERAL INHERITANCE VALUATIONS 1835 ... 1849 18* 

CONTRACTS & AGREEMENTS Miscellaneous 1805 ... 1904 6* 

CORRESPONDENCE Miscellaneous 1822 ... 1941 59* 

COUNTY ESTIMATES (Budget) 1840 ... 1871 39* 

EASTERN STATE PENITENTARY ACCOUNTS 1807 ... 1873 28* 

GERMAN PAMPHLET LAWS 1842 ... 1847 21 * 

MILITARY BOUNTY CORRESPONDENCE Civil War 1862-1862 7* 

MILITARY ENROLLMENT 1870 ... 1874 8* 

MILITARY EXONERATIONS 1846 .. . 1865 32* 

MILITARY FUND 1845 ... 1873 59* 
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Series Title Date Span 

MILITARY PAPERS Miscellaneous 1840 ... 1923 
MILITIA ROLLS 1849 .. . 1861 
ORDERS ca 1750-1940 
PRJSON CALENDARS 1776 ... 1852 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS County Home 1920 ... 1950 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Court House 1766 1834 ... 1843 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Court House 1845 1845 .. . 1948 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Miscellaneous 1801...1942 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Poor House 1809-1810 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Prison 1753 1813 ... 1843 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Prison 1854 1852 ... 1951 
RESOLUTIONS 1846-1861 
SCHOOL RETURNS 1899-1900 
SHERJFF'S ACCOUNTS 1800 ... 1883 
SOLDIERS' BURJAL APPLICATIONS 1894-1906 
STATE TAX STATEMENTS 1900-1902 
TAX COLLECTORS' EXONERATIONS 1841...1897 
TAX RATES 1831-1831 
UNPATENTED LAND APPRAISALS 1835-1859 
VOTER LISTS 1808 ... 1910 
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Quantity 
(#docs)* 

6* 

72* 

TBD 

261 * 

18* 

19* 

35* 
6* 

2* 

6* 

89* 

25* 

2* 

62 

14* 

9* 

I ,433* 

1* 

102* 

169* 

Book Review 
Karl Pass 

Merri Lou Schaumann, Planle Bottom Chairs and Chainnakers: South Central 
Pennsylvania 1800-1880. Carlisle, PA: The Cumberland County Historical 
Society, 2009. Photos, 136 pgs., $29.95. 

In Plank Bottom Chairs and Chainnakers: South Central Pennsylvania 1800-1880, 
Merri Lou Schaumann presents a thorough analysis of this prolific furniture 
form, with an emphasis on the Cumberland Valley. The book's five chapters 
include a history of the chairmaking business, styles and construction of the 
chair form, methods of painting and decoration, design motifs, and a directory 
of known nineteenth-century local makers. 

Building on previous scholarship of a more general nature, Schaumann ac
cesses primary source material to add much local detail to the existing body of 
knowledge. With an array of information in an easily readable format, the book 
should find a broad audience, especially given its subject matter. As outlined 
in the introduction, this highly utilitarian form was prolifically produced for a 
broad clientele in the nineteenth-century and has survived in large numbers. 

Schaumann's examination of chair production in the Cumberland Valley is 
concentrated in four population centers: Carlisle, Shippensburg, Newville, and 
Mechanicsburg. She gives informative details on the business of chairmaking, 
including how craftsmen arranged their shops, advertised and sold their prod
ucts, and often struggled to survive in a competitive marketplace. The chapters 
describing the chairs' various styles, forms, construction methods, and decorative 
elements are profusely illustrated with full-color photographs. These should be 
particularly helpful in attributing unmarked chairs to specific makers. What 
separates different kinds of plank bottom chairs, especially in the marketplace, 
is typically the decoration . The author points out that all too often period 
chairs do not retain their original paint-decorated surface. Over the course of 
generations, through hard use or changing tastes, chairs were often stripped of 
paint and refinished. 
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Chairmakers incorporated many decorative techniques, including stenciling, 
graining, gilding, and freehand painting. Graining was done as an inexpensive 
way to simulate the look of costly woods, such as mahogany or rosewood. It 
is interesting to note, as outlined in the chapter on decoration, that craftsmen 
purchased decorative supplies from such sources as druggists. 

Local styles and tastes were influenced and changed as ideas filtered into 
the backcountry from larger urban centers such as Baltimore, Lancaster and 
Philadelphia. Decorative techniques such as gold-leaf gilding during periods 
of Federal influence were dominant in the first quarter of the century, yet 
gave way to other styles in the latter half. Schaumann illustrates the evolution 
of design from the early neoclassical motifs to the later nature-based designs, 
predominantly stencil-painted fruit, foliage, and birds. The author's period of 
study sticks firmly to the eighty-year span from 1800 to 1880. 

The book's final chapter, comprising more than half irs pages, is a detailed 
directory of chairmal<:ers who worked throughout the Cumberland Valley region 
during this period. The directory offers a wealth of detailed biographical infor
mation on over fifty nineteenth-century local chairmakers and wheelwrights, 
establishing a useful database for reference and study. 

Given the author's thorough treatment of the subject matter, this study should 
appeal to both the local historian and the decorative arts enthusiast. The text, 
along with period photography and derailed contemporary illustrations, brings 
new light to a familiar subject. Schaumann has given this interesting segment 
of the county's material culture the spotlight it richly deserves. 
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Notable Library Acquisitions 
January-September 2010 

John Fralish donated a set of the Dictionary of American Biography. 

C. Edward Owens added to the CASAC manuscript group. These materials 
include information from 1995-2009. 

William E. Spatz donated a collection of deeds dealing with the Web bert family 
of South Middleton Township. These deeds range from 1822-1868. 

Mrs. Paul Greegor donated a copy of "Memories of a Civil War Veteran" by 

SergeantS. B. Franklin. 

Sondra and Benjamin Simmons gave a recent edition of A History of the Nickey 
Family in America llOOA.D. -1940A.D. 

Dickinson College Archives and Special Collections gave a lithograph of Geo. 
Schroeder & Sons Coach Works, Mechanicsburg, Cumberland Co., PA, 

1879. 

John Peschong donated a diary of Margaret Epply during her senior year at 
Carlisle High School in 1909. 

Charles Stone gave some minutes books of the Susquehanna Woolen Company 
from the early twentieth century. 

Paul Barner finished Vol. XXJI Mercersburg and Kasiesville and Vol. XXlll Little 
Cove and Big Cove Tannery of the First Families Series. 

Mark Mullen donated letters written by Chief W P. Winneshiek and J. R. 
Wheelock and sent to Hugh Miller. 

G. David Germeyer donated a copy of the Projectionists' Service Manual that 
was used at the Comerford Theatre. 

Larry Hershman gave materials relating to the Westshoreman Bonnie-Scots. 
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Kate Theimer donated a copy of her book Web 2. 0 Tools and Strategies for Archives 
and Local HistOJ)' Collections. 

The Borough of Mechanicsburg donated three ledgers and their associated loose 
papers. The ledgers are for the Borough dated 1893-1906 and include: 
Records of Births, Records of Marriages, and Records of Deaths. 

Beth Coolidge donated a copy of her book on the Thornwald Mansion, One 
of a Kind. 

Maureen Reed donated a copy of the book john Reed Architecture: works and 
projects 2004-2010. 

Judith Ridner donated a copy of her book A Town in-between: Carlisle, Pennsyl
vania and the ear6t Mid-Atlantic Interior. 

Kevin Wickard gave a copy of Pennsylvania at Salisbtti]i, North Carolina: Cer
emonies at the Dedication of the Memorial erected by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in the National Cemete1y at SalisbUJ]i, North Carolina. 

Joy D. Trayer donated a family genealogy of the Cornman-Shughart Families. 

Merri Lou Schaumann donated the application for Carlisle to become a "Preserve 
American Community." 

Richard K. MacMaster donated a copy of his book Scotch-Irish Merchants in 
Colonial America. 

The Sentinel donated microfilm from May 2009- November 2009. 

Thomas W Kennedy and Audra A. Ahl Dusseau donated genealogy materials 
relating to the Ahl and Webbert families. 

Ellen Clarke Bertrand Library, Bucknell University donated an issue of Un
partheyische Americaner, May 21, 1813. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

THE COUNTY HERITAGE SERIES 

The Bitter Fruits: The Civil War Comes to a SmaLL Town in PennsyLvania, by David G. 
Colwell (1998). Hardcover, $10.00. 

In Pursuit of PLeasure: Leisure in Nineteenth Century Cumberland County, by Clarke Gar
rett (1997). Hardcover, $10.00. 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes, by CCHS Cookbook Committee (1996). $10.00. 

The Indian IndustriaL SchooL, CarLisLe, PennsyLvania 1879-1918, by Linda F. Witmer 
(2000). Paperback, $24.95. 

CLoth and Costume, by Tandy and Charles Hersh . Softcover, $25.00. 

"Drive the Road and Bridge the Ford": Highway Bridges of Nineteenth Centu1y Cumber
Land County, by Paul E. Gill (1992). Hardcover, $24.95. 

Twentieth Centtay Thoughts. CarLisle: The Past Hundred Years, by Ann Kramer Hoffer 
(2001). Paperback, $29.95. 

Recent Publications 

The Carlisle HospitaL: The Most Important Building in Town, by Susan E. Meehan for 
the Carlisle Area Health and Wellness Foundation (2008). Paperback, $15.00. 

Changing Images: The Art & Artists of the Carlisle Indian IndustriaL SchooL, by Linda F. 
Witmer (2008). Hardback, $39.95. 

Here Lyes the Body: The St01y of Meeting House Springs, by Richard L. Tritt (2009). 
Paperback, $22.00. 

WaLking Guide to Historic Carlisle, PA. (2001). Paperback, $5.00. 

Secret War at Home, by John P. Bland (2006). Softcover, $22.00 

First Families of [Old} Cumberland County (maps and surname indexes to 18th century 
land records in Cumberland and Franklin counties), by Hayes Eschenmann and 
Paul Barner. Twenty volumes, spiral bound paperback with map, $15.00 each. 

Recent volumes: 
VoL. XIV- ShermansdaLe and WertzviLLe 
VoL. XV- GreencastLe (FrankLin County) 
VoL. XVI- Mt. HoLLy Springs 
VoL. XVII- South Mountain and BLue Ridge Summit 
VoL. XVIII- Mechanicsburg and White Rocks 
VoL. XIX- WiLLiamson and Mason-Dixon (FrankLin County) 
Vol. XX- The West Shore (Harrisburg West, Lemoyne, SteeLton) 

A complete list of publications available at CCHS, as well as information 
concerning ordering, sales tax, and postage and handling fees, 

is available at www.hisroricalsociety.com. 


