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Robert James Coffey (1839-1910) 
An Unsung Pennsylvania Soldier and Writer 
D1: Dale B. ]. Randall 

Robert James Coffey, a career newspaperman and prolific writer of verse, was born 

on 14 April 1839 in a place, he later remembered, "Where the landscape is wild 
and grand; I In that heaven-blessed state of William Penn, I In the Valley of 
Cumberland." More precisely, he was born in the village of Cleversburg, a little 

southeast of Shippensburg. The son of] ames Coffey and his third wife, Eliza Sav
age Coffey, Robert (he was sometimes called "Rob") learned to work on his father's 
farm and in his sawmill, and as long as he lived he never ceased to remember his 

boyhood as a sort of idyll: "I see in the orchard behind the house I The apples ripe 
and rare, I The glossy plums, the luscious peach, I The golden quince, cherry, and 
pear. " 

At nineteen Coffey became a schoolteacher in Sidetown, Pennsylvania, and the 

following year (1859), already beginning to embrace mobility as a way of life, he 
entered business with a partner in Shippensburg and proceeded to share rhe man
agement of a number of general stores. Only a few months later, however, he was 
composing a "Farewell to Home: On Going West in the Year 1860." He returned 

home in 1861, apparently resumed his business interests, and continued to pursue 
them until the Fall of 1862, at a time when the Confederate army threatened 

invasion. Both Coffey and his partner signed on with Captain David Middlecoff's 
Independent Cavalry Company, which was Shippensburg's contribution to the 

Pennsylvania militia. Formed in response to Governor Curtin's urgent call for fifty 
thousand fighting man, these forty-six "Minute Men of the Border" were orga

nized on 15 September 1862, only to be discharged on 24 September- after Lee's 
advance had been stopped during the bloody Battle of Antietam, about fifty miles 

from Shippensburg. 2 

When Coffey's military commitment was terminated, and despite the mount
ing violence of the time, he headed West again in May, 1863. This tim e he traveled 
through Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, and Minnesota-and 
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did not return to Pennsylvania until August. Thus he happened to be in Minne
sota, far from home, when he heard more bad news: in June and July of 1863, 
Confederate forces invaded Cumberland County twice, occupying Chambersburg 

on 15-1 7 June and then Coffey's home town, Shippensburg, on 23 June. Not until 
the end of June did they withdraw in order to join the concentration of G eneral 
Lee's forces at Gettysburg. As Coffey puts it, 

In the year sixty-three came General Lee 
With his army vast and grand-
Almost one hundred thousand men-

Ta the valley of Cumberland. 

But soon came a sound o'er the mountain top, 

The booming of heavy guns, 
And Gettysburg soil drank up the blood 
Of thirty thousand sons. 

About a year later, on 20 August 1864, in the village ofLessburg in Cumberland 
County, Coffey was himself formally mustered into service. The next morning he 

took a train for Camp Curtin in Harrisburg, and before the week was over he was 
assigned to the 202nd Pennsylvania Volunteers. A more mature and better-informed 
man than many of those with whom he would serve, he quicldy became one of Co. 
G 's four sergeants. 

Much of Coffey's writing that is most interesting today-verse and prose alike

was occasioned by his experiences during the Civil War. 3 One of his earliest and 
longest war poems, "The First March of the 202nd Regiment," is a fact-filled, 

rhyming account of his regiment's movements after departing from Washington: 

'Twas on a Monday morning 
In the year of sixty four 

We took a boat in Washington 
Bound for the Rebel shore. 

The gallant Albright led us, 
All honor to his name; 

His soldiers love to follow 

And share his wreath of fame! 

Under the command of Colonel Charles A Albright4 and traveling on the steam

boat jolm A. Wlamer, 5 Coffey's regiment proceeded to Manassas Junction ("That 
night without our supper, I The regiment went to bed") and then on to Haymarket 

and Throughfare Gap ("Where we cooked a hasty supper" and slept in the rain). 
Soon the first major mission of Co. G became evident: 
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At Broad Run we were halted 
And ordered to encamp 
To protect some railroad workmen 
While they built a water tank. 

General Sheridan had recently opened his Shenandoah Valley campaign, and 
Union supplies had to travel over the Manassas Gap Railroad. Albright was well 
aware that despite the crucial importance of guarding railways-and for Company 
G that would soon include the Orange and Alexandria Railroad-the job promised 
little glory and plenty of danger for his men, primarily because Confederate gueril
las, often wearing Federal uniforms, were constantly ready to inflict sudden dam
age and then disappear in the night. 6 

Coffey mrice produced a "Song of the 202d. " The earlier one, which made much 
of Albright and was said to have been "Sung by all his Boys," has a stanza that 
reads: 

Hurrah, for Gochenauer's pets/ 
Who led the skirmish line, 

Whose boys could make Guerillas "get" 
And never look behind 

There's Degen, PFeiffer, Prowell, too, 
With men as true as steel, 

And Roth's and Lubbach's tiger-cats, 
Close on old Mosby's heel. 

Col. JohnS. Mosby, the Confederate officer mentioned most frequently in Lee's 
dispatches, would later reco rd the aims of his guerillas in his own Reminiscences: 
"To destroy supply trains, to break up the means of conveying the intelligence, ... thus 
isolating an army from its base, as well as its different co rps from each other, [and] 

to confuse their plans by capturing despatches, are the objects of partisan war. "8 

At Salem, Virginia, after a fi ght with Mosby's guerillas and following a night of 
prolonged exposure to the cold in the first week of October, 1864, Coffey fell ill . 
H e was sent to a hospital at White Plains, then forwarded to another in Alexandria, 
and many years later, in a claim submitted to the Pension Office, he went so far as 
to blame this episode for his "disease of back, heart, eyes, and dizziness and short
ness of breath and general debili ty" (5 January 1888) . 

At the time, however, he appeared to regain his characteristic vigor fairly quicldy. 
In fact, one of Coffey's most interesting efforts in verse was composed o n 22 Octo
ber 1864 for Miss Annie Bishop, a young woman who lived on a farm between 
White Plains and Salem, near the post where he was assigned to guard the Manassas 
Gap Railroad. Entitled "Oh! Yankee Soldier, Spare My Home," the poem appears 
to be unique in his work for being written from a woman's point of view. 9 The 
third and fourth stanzas read : 
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For thee and for thy comrades brave 
Who wait to follow thy decree, 

Oh! Yankee Soldier, bid them save 
This dear old home to comfort me. 

My mother in this chamber died 
Upon that low and humble bed. 
Oh! Soldier, stand upon your pride 
And spare mu memories of the dead. 

Elsewhere, in a scrap of prose headed "Courting Virginia Girls," Coffey wrote 
in a less sentimental mode. Here he warns a reader not to suppose "that war or 

discipline can keep the soldiers always in government arms, for they often slip 
away to response in female arms." However attractive Annie's arms may have been, 

Annie herself proved to be a sister of one of Mosby's guerillas. It was fortunate that 
the ever-resourceful Coffey was able to negotiate a private truce whereby Will, 
Annie's brother, agreed that so long as Coffey made sure that no harm came to the 

Bishop farm, his own little eight-by-ten-foot stockade by the railway would remain 
a safe haven. 

Nevertheless, there was a war being fought. Some time after Coffey himself had 

moved on to winter quarters at Fairfax, he heard that the old Bishop place had 
been burned and William Bishop hanged. Two days after writing "Oh! Yankee 
Soldier," in fact, Coffey was moved to write one of his several poems on death. 

William Webb, a private in Co. G, was killed on duty while guarding the Manassas 
Railroad. "William was found by the corporal of the night relief," Coffey writes, 
"torn to pieces by the night train , but how he was so unfortunate none can tell. " 

Another wartime death recorded by Coffey was that of Private Joseph Preece, 
age twenty-five, who was stricken by pneumonia and buried at Fairfax Church 

with a headboard quatrain by Coffey. Still another was that of Private Robert Gracey, 
Sr., who died in the Regimental Hospital at Fairfa.x Station, struck down by ty

phoid fever. Gracey was the oldest member of Company G, an Irish immigrant 
who had sent three sons to the Union army and himself served as Company fifer. 

Though Coffey's writing most often concerns the suffering near at hand, it also 
records that Friday, 14 April 1865, his tv,renty-sixth birthday, proved to be "a dark, 
sad page of our national history," for President Lincoln was shot that night "at 10 1 h 
o'clock." 

All this vvas a far cry from Company G's situation toward the end of May. On 

Friday, 26 May, Coffey was playing euchre in the telegraph car when the click
clickery word came through that his regiment was to leave Fairfax Station the next 
day. At noon on Saturday-with three loud cheers for Dixie-the men set off for 
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Washington, then Baltimore, and then Philadelphia, where Coffey and his fellow 
soldier were gloriously welcomed. A cannon was fired to announce their arrival, 
"Bells were rung, bands played, and the fire companies ran out their engines to 
greer us," Coffey wrote. "Par, pat, pat went our feet upon the stone paved streets, 
until at last we halted in front of the Soldiers Restaurant, where vve were ordered to 
stack arms and unsling knapsacks." Taverns were opened and gentlemen offered to 
treat the soldiers to whisky and ale. 

For Coffey, however, what may have been the worst was yet to come; in early 
June, he found himself assigned to duty at Fort Delaware.10 This was a prison for 
Confederate prisoners of war, an island "hell" in the Delaware River. Some of the 
inmates there were driven to eat rats, and other attempted suicide by drowning. 
Coffey knew at first hand that "The dead had to be taken in rowboats over to the 
New Jersey coast for burial. " He writes, 

some times five or six in one day. This ... was a harder duty for a solider 
to face than any fight upon the field or picket line. To have to jump into 
a boat with five or six men who died of smallpox ... was a bitter pill to 
swallow. 

Nor was disease limited to the prisoners. "Our own company," Coffey writes, 
"has not 20 well men in it. Some must be sent off the island soon or perish. I am 
safe in saying that in the 12 days we have been here each man has lost 12 to 15 
pounds .... " On 1 June he expressed his outrage frustration in a poem called 
"Company G in Hell." Ostensibly it was addressed to "Grear Secretary [of War 
Edwin] Stanton," "kind [Governor of Pennsylvania] Andy Curtin," and Lincoln's 
successor as President, "Andy Johnson": "While all the other troops have left I For 
home I hear them tell, " ha and his entrapped mates were left "On duty here in 
Hell!" 

The miserable circumstances at Fort Delaware, however, were followed in July 
by another quick visit to Philadelphia and a pleasant assignment in Tamaqua, Penn
sylvania. Now Coffey was to be part of a peacekeeping mission-thought not be
tween North and South this time. He puts the case in a poem he composed in 
nearby Girardsville (there were no quarters available for men in Tamaua itself): 
"They say that the miners are raising a muss, I And the Company is going to settle 
the fuss ." 11 It turns out that the angry coal miners, striking for better pay, had no 
grievance against the soldiers, they were able to meet some of the local girls. Coffey 
writes in particular of Miss Sallie Miesse, a local piano teacher he considered "quite 
a Belle." In fact, he wrote a song for her to the popular tune of"All Quiet Along the 
Potomac To-night," and she played and sang it for him: 

All quiet and still by the Schuylkill tonight, 
Except now and then the shrill whistle 
Of the coal-mining brake on the side of the hill. 12 
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All quiet and still by rhe Schuylkill tonight, 

W here the soldiers and miners together 

Are having a gay social time in town 

And pledging their fri endship forever. 

The ladies smile sweetly, the mothers are kind , 

T he husbands and lovers are cheerful. 

But still they will prim in the paper betimes 

T hat the riots in Schuylkill are fearful. 

In short, as C offey's military career drew toward its close, it became clear that 

despite some abysmal lows in his life as a soldier, there also had been time and 

places for pleasure and contentment. In one of his later prose pieces, Coffey writes 

on the ubiquity of card-playing: "Soldiers who [have] never seen or touched a deck 

of cards at home soon learn to play and handle them with skill and trickery in the 

army." But many men whiled away their downtime in o ther ways , too : 

Some amused themselves in cutting finger rings from bones picked up 

about the camp, and many a well-carved ring or ... o ther ornament of bone 

went home to stay as relics and mementoes ... Others put in their idle time 

in singing songs for all to hear- others in reading out aloud or telling sto

ries to their tent mates. Some in playing violins and other instruments, 

while many d anced .... T hen we had the silent readers and the letter 

writers .... Indeed we sometimes think that all our own sins in life ought to 

be forgiven for the many kind favors we have done in the way of writing 

cheerful letters to the fri ends of soldiers comrades who could not write for 

themselves. 

Always an inventive and active fellow himself, Coffey and a good fri end from 

Shippensburg days, Benj amin Goodyear, at one point placed the following adver

tisement in the northern \¥/aver6t Magazine: 

C orrespondence wanted by tvvo ofUncle Sam's boys who are now sta

tioned at the front killing guerillas, but who are very lonesome and will 

certainly die with intellectual inactivity if some kindhea rted young ladies 

of our dear old northland does [sic] not take pi ty upon us and write spicy 

and social letters to Sergea nt Rob and Private Ben, C ompany G, 202d Pa., 

Deveraux Station, Virginia. 

Coffey later claims that for t\vo appearances of this ad (a t a total cost of $2 . 50) 

he and G oodyear received "about five hundred letters from yo ung ladies in every 

northern state." 13 H e was, of co urse, not under oath. 

Fo r sheer immediate youthful delight, probably no thing exceeded that nigh t 

ea rly on when "Sergeant Rob" managed to steer some of his companions to a the-
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ater in Alexandria, Virginia. Though Coffey was "poor as a cat" at the time, the 

young men managed to acquire so me before- theater brandy and then go to see The 
Seven Sisters, an extravaganza composed of many and mostly unrelated dramatic 

segments, and concluding that night with The Jvfanassas Gap RaiLroad Smashup. 
Coffey writes: 

I was well pleased with the closing scene, as I was present at the smashup 

only to weeks before. Part of our Regt. was represented as rescuing the 

quartermaster from the train and guerillas. 

T hese soldiers were the seven sisters in uniform representing our com

pany, as on that day when we arrived just in time to capture one and drive 

the res t of Mosby's men away. 

Miss "Hattie Blanche" played Capt. [Gochenaur] and "Netti May" 2d 

Lieut. [PhilipS. Sheaffer]. As I sa t only a few seats from the stage, and I 

notice the Co. "G" 202d P.V. and wreath on my cap, I flung it to "Hattie," 

who wore it through the play, and returned ... [it at the close with] a grace

ful toss from the [stage]. 14 

Wondrous as all this may have been, the greatest joy of all conveyed in Coffey's 
writing probably was that in his poem "Richmond Is Ours!" ("Richmond is ours, 

at last, at last!") , which was dashed off a Fairfax Station, Virginia, on 3 April1865. 

Mustered out in Harrisburg that Summer-on 3 August-1865-Coffey rejoiced 

to think "our country free and our flag triumphant .... The Union is one, insepa

rable, and forever shall be. " At last, the times felt good again. A short time later, on 

19 August, he was the featured speaker at a "Pic-Nic and Flag Presentation given 

by the Ladies to Co. 'G,' 202nd Reg't, Pa. Vols, near Leesburg." From this occasion 

he managed to receive, save, and preserve an invi tation addressed to a certain Miss 

Nora M. Brown. 

It turns out that something of an amatory theme runs through Coffey's earlier 

papers. At one point he addressed to his friend Goodyear a poem in which he 

claimed "That love never troubles my brain." Nevertheless, he makes it clear in "A 

Woman's Yes, in Love, Is No" that in "the little games of love, I I've learned a thing 

or so." In a decidedly darker frame of mind he goes so far as to admit in a poem 

called "The Libertine" that 

In the busy world of fashion 

I have past in careless way, 

But in paths of human passion 

I have wandered far astray. 

One might argue, of course, that Coffey does not necessarily speak directly for 

himself in his poems ("Oh! Yankee Soldier" would be prime evidence), but the fact 
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is that his direct and simple words seems virtually always to convey the present 
feelings of the writer himself. This being said, his poem called "The Libertine" 
proceeds toward what appears to be one of the most heartfelt utterances to be 
found in his verse: 

I have seen true-hearted women 
On the turf before me kneel 

And in tears declare their passion, 
But I would not, could not, feel. 
There is one, oh! God forgive me 
(But I might have said a score) 

Who has claims, deep claims, upon me, 
By the treacherous oaths I swore. 

Yes, I swore by God and angels, 
By the sun and by the moon, 
By the heavens that hung above me 

And the stars that roll bervveen 
That my vows should ne'er grow cold, 

Till they trusted, loved, believed me 
With the power of women's soul. 

Apparently Coffey's views on women were as complex as most men's, for soon 
after his discharge, on 12 September 1865, he married Nora Mary Brown of Cleve
land.1 5 Nor for nothing had he traveled to Ohio back in 1863, and not for nothing 

had he written lyrically that June of Cleveland's "wild, romantic stream" called the 

Cuyahoga River. He even produced an acrostic for Miss Brown. It begins: 

May flowers all rich and rare and sweet 
In beauty bloom around thy feet, 

Soft stars light up thy heaven above, 
Sweet lips forever breathe thee love. 

Eventually the couple would have four daughters. The first, Fannie Lenore Coffey, 

was born on 16 September 1866 at Cleversburg and died of "Catarrh Fever" on 13 
January 1867. "One little spirit more," Coffey wrote, "Gone from troubled shore." 

Then came Rena (1867-1883), Nona (1870-1902), and Daisy (1872-1892). 
Though eventually he would survive them all, on 1 January 1876 he wrote a few 
happy lines on "My Three Little Daughters"- "But which I value most I cannot 
tell. I I only know I love them all full welt. " The Coffey family at this time was 

living in Lansing, Michigan, where for five or so years Coffey worked as a purchas
ing agent for the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway. 
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Wherever he went and vvhatever else he did , clearly Coffey always had an urge to 

write. Its turns out, moreover, that most of his poems and most of the best ones are 

related somehow to his experiences during the Civil War. Like many Americans of 

the day-from North and South alike-he felt a need to record something about the 

lifeshattering times in which he lived. Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, and John 

GreenleafWhitter come to mind, as do S. Weir Mitchell, Paul Hamilton Hayne, 

Julia Ward Howe, George Henry Boker, and a couple or three score more. Coffey, 

however, would not have presumed to count himself a poet. He had a sharp eye 

and a quick mind and feelings ap lenty to record, and one might even postulate that 

his experiences, thoughts, and feelings grow more interesting as they recede farther 

into the past. Nevertheless, he realized his own lii11itations. "Some may rail upon 

my verse, " he writes, 

Bur here to save the critic's clatter 

I give my own views on the matter, 

And wish the world at large to know it, 

I do not claim to be a poet. 

Viewing his versif)ring with unclouded eyes, Coffey continued over the decades 

to write it, always easily, sometimes attempting lift-off with an effort more writerly 

than usual, sometimes availing himself of conventional Victorian sentimen t, and 

sometimes inviting a smile or a skeptical nod of assent. The least and perhaps also 

the most that may be said of the matter is that over the years and in varying moods 

he wrote verses to celebrate, amuse, mourn, Aatter, and record-and what survives 

of them now is a small patch of history. 

Is should not be surprising that Coffey, a self-starting, dye-in-the-wool kind of 

writer, turned to journalism early in the postwar years and proceeded to spend 

most of his professional life in newspaper work. When his hometown paper, the 

weekly Shippensburg Vaifey Sentinel, ceased publication on 3 November 1866, the 

stockholders turned the edito rship over to Coffey, who was then teaching at a 

school in nearby Sidetown. He revived the Sentinel, resumed its publication on 5 

December 1866, and within the next year expanded it twice, acquired new type, 

and replaced a hand press with a steam-powered press. Always an enterprising 

fellow, he became chief owner of the Sentinel stock before long, and after 4 July 

1869 he was both its editor and sole proprietor. The Sentinel survived two serious 

fires and continued to Aourish under Coffey until 1871, when he sold both the 

newspaper and its good wi ll for $4,372. 16 

Since small newspapers, weak or strong, tend to vanish over time, tracking Coffey's 

career is very diffi.culr. 17 In his own day, however, Coffey was credited not only 

with reviving Shippensburg's Sentinel but also with founding The Shippensbwg 
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Democratic Saftguard (his career in journalism was to have an ongoing democratic 
thrust). He then went on to purchase in Ohio The Medina Democrat (ca. 1875); to 

found The Eagle in Wilson, Kansas (1888) , and then a second Kansas paper called 
The junction City Sentinel (1889); and, finally, to found in Delta, Colorado The 
Delta County Laborer (1890). In large letters on irs first page the latter proclaimed 
irs stand for "Protection to the Farmers, Business Men and Laboring Men-Oppo

sition to All Corrupt Political Combinations, Wherever Found. " 
In such of Caffery's memorabilia as survive, there are not only many handwrit

ten pages but also many undated clippings, some of which help to clarify the na
ture of his latter-day caree r. During his Kansas days, for example, his Eagle was 
1 d d c b . " d "" " d " 1 " . 1 " h' h d 1 "H' au e wr emg soun , neat, an c ear, Wit 1 a n1s mg, go-a ea sty e. IS 

junction City Sentinel was praised by The Ellsworth Democrat as "bright" and "newsy," 

and by The Russell joumal as offering "the neat, orderly appearance of a true sol
dier." The Dicleinson County News found it a "handsome eight column folio, and ... an 

orthodox democratic paper. " That last phrase is telling-and helps to explain the 
qualified praise of The Russell County Gazette: "Mr. Coffey is a fluent writer but his 

politics are badly out of the way." 
From the 1880s and 1890s there also are numerous documents relating to Coffey's 

efforts to obtain a veteran's pension. Witness from various states came forward to 

attest to his failing eyes, weakened back, and problematic heart, and all tended to 
affirm that he could no longer engage in hard work. On the other hand, one clip

ping published when he was about sixty-eight notes that Coffey is "still as sound, 
hearty, and active as a village schoolboy." In some ways, it appears, he remained his 

old, canny self. 
In any case, Coffey repeatedly held positions of public significance. He was 

three rimes a delegate to the D emocratic National Convention, ten times a del

egate to state conventions, chairman (while in Ohio) of the 19th Congressional 
District, and U.S. Revenue Assessor and postmaster in Pennsylvania for three years 

during Andrew Johnson's presidency. Coming late but perhaps all the more valu
able vvas Coffey's appointment in 1907 as Aide-de-Republic, one of the highest 

honors available to a veteran of the Civil War. 18 

And, true to himself, Coffey for one last time struck out on a fresh course in his 

final years in Colorado: he set aside newspaper work and returned to the agricul

tural world of his youth. About a year after he es tablished The Delta Count)' La
borer he turned the newspaper over to his daughter's husband, Charles M. Snider, 

and began to devore himself wholeheartedly to fruit-raising. So hard did he work 
and so impress ive were his achievements that the Stark Brothers Orchard and Nurs

ery in 1902 wrote glowingly of his "good standing with the horticulturists of the 
western slope over the Colo ." One of his clippings, inadequately labeled as usual , 
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puts on record Stark Brothers' praise of him as "a true horticulturist" who "knows 
no such word as fail." 

Wonderful as Colorado and its opportunities may have been, however, Coffey 
never forgot the Pennsylvania of his boyhood years. He visited there with one of 
his daughters in the summer of 1895, and on 21 February 1903, in his middle 
sixties, he read a long poem on the Cumberland Valley to some two hundred mem

bers of The Delta County, Colorado, Society of Native-born Americans. This is 
the work vvith which the present essay began: called "Pen and Ink Pictures of the 
Old Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania," the poem gathers together and links Coffey's 

long-remembered and recently reinforced images of natural beauty, rural ways of 
life, lost friends, and historical moments. In the t\venty-fifth stanza he writes: 

But enough of this-I must leave the farm 

With half of its gifts unnamed, 
For the Cumberland Valley is wide and grand 
And much of its surface is famed. 

It is famed for more than the eye can see 
At a glance from this mountain brow; 

But we learn it by turning to history's page, 
Which makes the forever- now. 

Obviously a bright, independent, enterprising, hard-working, and energetic man, 

a lifelong writer and doer of deeds, Coffey died of carcinoma of the stomach and 
liver on 11 March 1910 in Delta, Colorado, and a few days later he was laid to res t 

there by Post No. 76 of the Grand Army of the Republic and the Sons ofVeterans, 
far from the long-gone Pennsylvania that to the end remained vitally alive in his 
mind. 

Endnotes 

1. This quotation is from the founh sta nza of a long poem called "Pen and Ink Pictures of the 

Old Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania." The latte r is one amo ng many miscellaneous writings 

by Coffey that have been made accessible w me by the L. Tom Perry Special Collecti ons 

division of the Harold division of the Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, where 

it is shelved as MSS.1633 , Box 1 (of 2), Folder 2 (of2). T hanks w BYU, phowcopies of a 

signiflcam number of these documems are now available also in the Rare Book, Manuscript, 

and Special Collections Library of Perkins Library at Duke University. Since most of the quo

tations that follow in this essay are drawn from the unorganized co ntems of either Box 1 o r 

Box 2 of i'v1SS. 1633, it has not seemed helpful w attempt speci~'ing whether a panicu lar 

documem is housed in one box o r the other. Moreover, since Coffey himself presumably 

would have done some need ful tidying before publication, both his verse and his prose have 

been conservatively regular ized here. I am grateful not only w the Lee Library for the counesy 
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of lvlr. Russell Taylor in making these materials available to me, but also to Ms. Jean Coffey 

Row of Delaware, one of Coffey's collateral descendants, who has kindly shared a good many 

of her family papers with me. A significant number of the latter (themselves photocopied from 

a scrapbook loaned to Ms. Row by Ms . Constance L. Harre of Renton, Washington, a grand

daughter of R. ]. Coffey) have been copied for me and are now on deposit in the RBMSC 

Library of Perkins Library at Duke. Still further thanks go to Ms. Elizabeth (Berty) Metzger 

Baker of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, who has given me a large, framed clipping of one of Coffey's 

more in terest ing poems as it was published in the Shippensburg Valley Sentinel (1843). 

The only previous scholarly notice of Coffey of which I am aware is Michael Barton's 

'"The Brave Two Hundred and Second ': A Pennsylvania Sergea nt's Poem on Mosby and the 

Railroads," published in Pennsylvania HistOIJ' 43 (1976), 39-45. 

2. Micldleco ff and his Company (which was Shippensburg's part of the stare militia) are set forth 

helpfully by William H. Burkhart, er al., in Shippemb111g in the Civil War (S hippensburg: The 

News-Chronicle Company, 1964), 17-18, 256-60. 

3. Making a calendar of these and generally tracking his movements has been aided by several 

published works, e.g., Samuel P Bares, HistOIJ' oJPenmylvania Volunteers 1861-5, Vol. 5 (Har

risburg: B. Singerly, Stare Printer, 1871 ); Frederick H . Dyer, A Compendium of the \.\'0r of the 
Rebellion, 2 vols. (Copyright 1908; Dayton, Ohio: Broadfoot Publishing, 1994); and Supple

ment to the Official Rec01ds of the Union and Confedemte Armies, eel. Janet B. H ewett, eta!., Part 

Two, vol. 63, serial no. 75 (Wilmington, N.C.: Broadfoot Publ ish ing, 1998). 

4. Albright was a Pennsylvanian from lvlauch C hunk {later renamed Jim T horpe), in Ca rbon 

County. 

5. This 600-ton vessel was large enough to carry I ,200 men (Charles Dana G ibson and E. Kay 

Gibson , DictionfliJ' oJTmmports and Combatallt Vessels, Steam and Sail, Employed b)' the Union 

Arn1)\ 1861-1868, T he Army's Navy Series [Camden, Maine: Ensign P, 1995], 4 19). 

6. Albright is quoted on the subject in Bates, 560. Still helpful on the whole picture is George 

Richard Turner, Vict01y Rode the Wheels: The Stmtegic Place of the Railroads in the Civil Wltr 
(Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1953). Larer on , as An gus James Johnston , II, observes, the 

situation of the enemies would be reversed: "Grant clevorecl his energies during the last ten 

months of the war to destroying Lee's rai lroads" ( Vilginia Railroads in the Civil Wltr [Chapel 

Hill , N .C.: University ofNorth Ca rolina P, 1961], vi). 

7 . Coffey refers here to Cap tain David Gochenauer of Co. G . A good many years late r (30 

August 1890) Gochenauer wou ld attest in an affidavit that Coffey "was one of my mosr trust

worthy, wi lling, and faithful soldiers" (like Coffey's own verse and prose, rhis affidavit is now 

part of the Coffey collection at BYU). 

8. Mosby's \.\)fir Reminiscences (New York: Mead and Co., 1898), 44. 

9. T hough it sui reel Coffey larer to attribute the poem to Annie, the immediately contemporary 

evidence indicates it really was his own. 

I 0. Built on Pea Patch Island in I 848-59 to help guard Philadelphia from attack via the Delaware 

River, rhis fort soon became whar in more recent times has been called "The Andersonvi lle of 

the North ." It boasted a moat wirh a drawbridge and granite walls some thirty-two feet high , 

and in August of 1863 it was sa id to be holding 12,500 prisoners (Row papers) . Many interest-
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ing derails are given in W. Emerson Wilson, Fort Delaware in the Civil \.\'-'lrr (Delaware: Fo rr 

Delaware Sociery, n.d .), bur rhe mosr complere srudy is Brian Temple's The Union Prison at 

Fort Delaware: A Perfect Hell 011 Earth (Jefferson , N.C. : McFarland & Company, 2003) . 

II. Helpfu l here is John Sruarr Richards, Ear6' CoaL Mining in the Anthracite Region (Charlesron, 

S.C. : Arcadia Publishing, 2002) . 

12. A coal-breaker is a huge machine used ro break up and screen rhe coal. 

13. For a bir of evidence Coffey ser down rhe name of Mary Arnold of Corrage Hall in Derby, 

Connecricur. On I 0 March 1864 Miss Arnold wrore ro Coffey: "Soldier Friend: I come ro yo u 

rhis rime in rhe fading lighr of a beauriful day, ro reply ro your own welcome lerrer which came 

like a sunbeam ro my home yes terday among rhe hills and groves of Derby. My pen fa lrers leasr 

I fai l ro make my lerrer imeresring ro you ... " (Row papers). 

14. For a furrher glimpse of rhe sorr of rhearer Coffey describes here, see O.G. Brockerr and 

Lenyrh Brockerr, "Civil WarThearre: Conremporary Trearmems," CiviH'(-'lrr HistOI)\ I (1955), 

229- 250. 

15. Coffey in his lerrers addressed her as "Miss No ra M. Brown" and "Friend No ra," bur acrually 

her name was Mary Elenora Brown (Row papers). In any case, as Mrs. Roberr James Coffey 

( 184 1- 191 8) she would be married ro her husband for some forry-five years and ourlive him 

by abour eighr yea rs. 

16. T his paragraph is based largely on inform ation in rhe HistO IJ' of Cumberland ant! Adams coun

ties, Penns)'Lvania (Chicago: Warner, Beers & co., 1886), 190. 

17. Incomplere bur nevertheless helpful for consrrucring rhis paragraph is Winifred Grego ry, ed. 

American Newspapers 1821- 1936(New York , H. W. Wilson Co., 1937) . 

18. A demurral may be advisable here: Coffey's posirions and achievemems and rheir dares vary 

so mewhar from documem ro documem in rhe Coffey scrapbooks and folders of rhe B\'U and 

Row collections. Neverrheless, rheir aggregare message is clear: Coffey was an observanr, ac

rive, and involved man rhroughour his adulr life. 
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Introduction ofThompson-McGowan Collection 
Susan Meehan 

Carlisle historian Ruth Hodge, representing the African-American community of 
Carlisle, was actively involved in the discussion about renaming Carlisle High 
School's West Building. She had several individuals in mind who qualified for the 
honor, but when requested to pick just one name, she had no difficulty in narrow
ing the selection to the late Emma Thompson McGowan, a teacher in the Carlisle 
school system for almost thirty years. Mrs. McGowan's fine reputation as an indi
vidual and educator made her name an obvious choice for an educational building; 
furthermore, her teaching had directly inspired some students to become teachers 
themselves. Mrs. Hodge knew this. She is a longtime friend of the McGowan fam
ily, is married to a former McGowan student, and encouraged Emma's granddaugh
ters to donate their collection of McGowan family papers to the Cumberland County 
Historical Society. These granddaughters, Betty Curtis, a retired librarian, and 
Roberta Pennington, a retired teacher, assembled the materials in a series of orderly 
scrapbooks, for presentation to the Society in the spring of 2004. 

This unique and valuable collection consists of Emma McGowan's writings, 
professional memorabilia such as certificates and official correspondence, and many 
Thompson and McGowan family photographs. There are several folders of mate
rial related to the life and activities of Alfred McGowan. In addition, there is a 
substantial collection of material associated with Emma's husband, Osborne Howard 
McGregor McGowan, who was a resident of Carlisle for about five years. This 
material includes photographs, writings, and a collection of letters written over a 
period of ten years, to his young adult daughter, Gladys, who was then residing in 
Carlisle, with her mother. 

The information in the Thompson-McGowan collection would be useful to 
anyone studying African-American history. It documents the success of a group of 
African-Americans, who emigrated north following emancipation and the end of 
the Civil War. The Osborne McGowan material, particularly the letters, provides a 
good source of information about one man's career in the ministry and the details 
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of everyday living for a black American professional during rhe 1930s and 1940s. 
Alben McGowan's documenrs offer a study of a man's long life in small-town 
America during the span of the 20th Century. 

The arricle that follows is based on information from the collection as well as 
interviews with Betty Curtis, Ruth Hodge, and Alfred McGowan. 

It's All What You Make of It 

The public schools are organized to provide an opportunity for individual growth 
and development to the end that each may live a happ)' and productive lift. That 
each may realize in life the most that is possible. To establish the idea of individual 
respomibility in the duties of citizenship. E. T. McGowan 

Over one hundred years ago, in 1889, Emma Thompson McGowan (1876-
1966) moved to Carlisle, Pennsylvania with her parents, Charles Caleb Thompson 

(1848-1936) and Laura White Thompson (1958-1952). She was thirreen years 
old, almost the same age as the studenrs who now attend high school in a building 
that bears her name. Unless you counr ceaseless hard work, there is little in her 

early circumstances that would have predicted Emma's later position as a quiet and 
influential reacher and leader in her community. 

Emma McGowan's parenrs, Laura \XIhire Thompson and Charles (Caleb) Thompso n, former 

slaves who larer became longrime residenrs of Ca rlisle. CCHS Ph oro Archives. 
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The Thompson family came to Carlisle from Winchester, Virginia among a 
large group of African-American immigrants, former slaves, who sought new lives 
away from the war-ravaged economic and physical conditions of the South. In 
writing about the post-Civil War period, which left most former slaves without 
homes, Emma stated, "They were compelled to seek homes and work in Northern 
States. " She explained, "The women were trained in Domestic Service. Work for 
the women who came was somewhat difficult, because on the plantation only one 
duty was assigned. If she cooked, served, nursed, or was chambermaid, dining 
maid- that's what she did. " Bur in the north, domestic servants were required to 

be prepared to do a variety of tasks, which created problems for the untrained 
immigrants. However, the men were well positioned for good work opportunities, 
especially if they had been trained as carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, or other 
trades requiring specific skills. Fortunately, Caleb was a trained carpenter with other 
abilities- including a persuasive way with horses, which was quire an asset at the 
rime. He and his brother built houses for their families on Lincoln Street- number 
116 was the Caleb Thompson home. As with other immigrant families, who ar
rived in their new world with very lirrle except the will to succeed, all Thompson 
family members were focused on rhe same goal and turned to their duties as ex
pected. Laura's household responsibilities were enormous as the family included 
six children in 1889 and ten more, including one set of twins, were born in the next 
nine years. As the oldest of a family of sixteen children, Emma was involved with 
childcare from an early age, as well as assisting with rhe physical challenges of 
doing laundry by hand (including hearing the water over a fire), growing and pre
paring food, and also working outside the home for much-needed cash. Emma 
wrote the following straightforward account of this rime in her life in an article 
about her mother: 

I was nine years old I could wash, iron, sew, cook, bake and make 
bread, cakes, and pies. At rhar age, I was pur our to work as a nursemaid 
for Mrs. John Graybi ll at 50 cents per week. .. From the age of 11 to 13 [I] 
received $1.00 per week. My mother asked more because I could do more 
work. Age 14 to 16 [I] received $1.50 per week. Age 17 to 20 [I] received 
$2.50 per week plus $1.50 per night waiting dinners and parries for Mrs. 
Hartzel. Usually four nights a week .... From 9 years to 21, my mother rook 
every dollar I earned . She rook all the money each of us earned. We were 
rimed when sent on errands, no allowance made should we have to wait. 

When she became twenty-one, in 1897, Emma's parents considered her a full 
adult and expected her to contribute rent if she continued to live at home. She 
secured a reaching position at the "Lincoln School for Colored" on North Pitt 
Street in Carlisle. She was paid $30 a month and she gave her parents $24 of each 
pay allotment. 
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In later years, writing about Moral Courage, Emma expressed the following 
thought, "Who wi ll pay him (any person) for contemplation? And yet that time 

spent in contemplation is the breathing time of the soul. The mind that meditates, 

digests." It is a poignant thought to contemplate a young girl-woman considering 
her lot in life and what might change that and/or the importance of education in 
the process of creating a better person and a better life. Emma must also have 
contemplated the role of fam ily in an individual's life and the various responsibili

ties and obligations of each parent. I believe she was thinking of these issues even 
as a young woman, because such ideas formed the basis for the "core values" she 

stressed in her writings later in her life. She talked the talk, but more importantly, 
she taught the talk as well. 

It is clear that family was an essential concept for Emma. Even with the com

paratively harsh circumstances of her shorr childhood, Emma developed an abid

ing respect for her parents and a lifelong closeness with her siblings. Family members 
helped each other whenever possible. For example, Emma was able, early on, to 

give financial ass istance to her sister Sara h when she pursued nursing training at 

Mercy Douglas Hospital, in Philadelphia, the closest school of nursing that ac

cepted black students . 1 In later years, Sa rah returned the favor when Emma needed 
funds to complete her teacher training. M utual assistance was a family pattern. 

Emma's brother, George Augustus Thompson (1892-1943), served with the 
U.S. Army's Tenth Cavalry Regiment of African American soldiers, later nick

named the "Buffalo Soldiers." In 1913, the unit was stationed at Fort Ethan Allen 

in Vermont, and when the unit moved to Ft. Meyer, Virginia, for special training 
at the Cavalry Corps of Instruction, it traveled through Harrisburg in a mounted 

parade. In a "local soldier" interview for the Carlisle Sentinel, George cited the 
family motto: "It's all what you make of it," as his driving philosophy, learned at 

home, that you did the best you could vvith what you had and respected everyone 

else. 2 This motto, and the Thompson fami ly, provided the base for the strength of 
character Emma developed, allowing her to surmount private difficulties whi le 

promoting the welfare of others . In an undated writing, Emma stated: "We need 

to teach our chi ldren that true employment is not to be found in continually 
attending places of amusement, but rather in living a quiet, wholesom [sic] life, 

doing one's duty from day to day, reading the Bible, other useful and inspiring 
books, doing one's daily work, striving to do duty for Christ on any and all occa

sions ... A man rises, not by the color of his skin, but by intelligence, industry and 
integrity." 

In 1898, Emma was living at home wh ile in her second year of teaching at the 

Lincoln School. Her father was involved with a gro up of worshipers who gathered 
to form Carlisle's Third Presbyterian Church, "an effort to extent the Presbyterian 

creed among the Black population of the comm unity. "·l Th is mission church called 
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a recent graduate of Lincoln Seminary, the young Rev. Mr. Osborne Howard 
McGregor McGowan (1861-1944) ro serve as its organizer and firsr pasror. Dur
ing the first years, the congregation worshiped in Jordan's Hall at 142 West North 
Street; in short order, they purchased the church building at the corner of South 

Bedford and East Pomfret from the Second German Evangelical Lutheran congre
gation. Third Presbyterian was viable through 1926 and the Thompson family 
members were regular participants in various church activities. Miss Emma Th
ompson, who dated her strong faith ro a conversion experience at the age of nine, 

taught Sunday School and in 1899, served as Treasurer of the Thought and Action 
Circle. Young and attractive, she thought of marriage and, according ro her grand
daughter, felt she had found the love of her life. Her father had a different plan. He 

seems ro have been charmed by the personality of the energetic Osborne McGowan, 
the church's West Indian pasror, who at age forty-one, was fifteen years older than 
Emma. 

McGowan, the son of a Scotsman and a black West Indian woman, was intelli

gent and educated, with a bright outlook for success. (He was immensely proud ro 
be a British subject and never became an American citizen . He defined himself as 

"a British subject of Scottish parentage.") He had taught school for several years in 
Sr. Vincent before enrolling at the Reformed Presbyterian College (now Geneva) 
in Beaver Falls, New York. He then went ro seminary at Lincoln University near 

Oxford, Pennsylvania. 4 It appears that with all his intellectual gifts and personal 
charms, the Rev. McGowan also had "attitude," which may have caused an un
documented "problem" which occurred betvveen him and either the Third Presby

terian congregation or the Carlisle community. In a letter ro his daughter, years 

later, Osborne attributed the problem ro jealousy, but it did result in legal charges 

Osborne Howard lvlcGregor McGowan wirh his wife Emma and son AJberr. Picwre raken in 
Buffalo, New York. 1905. CCHS Pharo Archives. 
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against him and possibly a brief period in jaiJ.5 Caleb Thompson's solution ro rhe 
problem was arranging the hasty marriage of Osborne and Emma, which rook 
place on Friday, August 29, 1902, in rhe manse of the Rev. Dr. Norcross, pastor of 
Second Presbyterian Church. 

The young couple quickly moved on and set up housekeeping in Buffalo, New 
York. Their first child, Osborne Lloyd, was born there in May of 1903. Lloyd died 
of asthma a year later, and then a second son, Albert Edward, was born in 1905. 
There is sketchy evidence of Emma's life during rhe first years of her marriage. She 
was apparently involved with evangelistic work among the black community in 
Buffalo, where she called on women as part of rhe mission work of a women's 
church group. 

The fam ily moved to Windsor, Ontario, when Osborne was called to the B.M. 
E. Church. While living in Canada, two McGowan daughters were born; Ruth 
Victoria (b.1 907) and Edith McGregor (b.1908). The McGowans left the Windsor 
church under a cloud, after a period of upheaval stemming from Osborne's failure 
to leave rhe congregation when a new pastor was appointed by the Bishop. There 
was a lockout and protests by the parishioners on behalf of Rev. McGowan, but by 
1910, the family had moved across Lake Michigan to Detroit. The evidence at 
hand suggests that Osborne had ro find non-ministerial work to meet the expense 
of a growing family, because his letters indicate he worked as a doorman at the 
Detroit Club and later at the Penobscot Building. His record at Windsor may have 
made him ineligible for further appointments within the B.M.E., and he moved to 
Detroit in hopes of association with the A.M .E., which he ultimately achieved. 

Osborne was one of eleven children, and as Emma was one of sixteen, it is no 
wonder that members of their extended family were a presence in their life. Several 
of Osborne's sisters had lengthy visits with them in Canada, and Osborne paid the 
fare for his favorite sister when she moved to the United States to be near him. 
Jointly, the McGowans spread the word to others about the avai lability of jobs in 
Detroit, and one by one, Emma's brothers moved west. These moves may have 
been partially motivated by the family's knowledge that Emma needed support ar 
hand because of unspecified abuse from Osborne. The couple's fourth child, daughter 
Mary, was born in Detroit in December 1910, and soon after, Emma was pregnant 
once again, with the couple's sixth and last child, Gladys. She was born on Decem
ber 30, 1911, and her birth precipitated the final rift in the marriage. 

In a letter written to a doctor in Detroit, recalling the time of Gladys' birth and 
attempting to establish the distinguishing circumstances, Emma states, "At the 
time of her birth Mr. McGowan was very angry because she was a girl and not a 
boy. " Albert, who was almost seven at the time, says that his father "turned sour" 
and became physically abus ive. From that point on, Emma considered the mar
riage over, and Osborne did not see G ladys until she was twenty-one. T he children 
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were forbidden to have contact with him; nor did they seek it, except for Gladys, 

who began corresponding with her father during her late teens. Emma took the 

drastic and very unconventional step of filing for a divorce. Her brothers, Charles, 

George, Sandie, and Alfred, rose to the occasion and formed a family shield around 

Emma and her children, who were quite fearful of Osborne and possible repercus

sions.6 Mary died at age nvo, leaving Emma with three daughters and a son to 

raise. At this time, waiting for her divorce to be final so she could literally move on, 

she took in laundry and mending, worked as a waitress, and eventually found 

employment in the dietary department of Harper Hospital. (Harper was one of the 

oldest and best known hospitals in the Detroit and was the home of one of the 

nation's leading schools of nursing at that time.) Once again, the Thompson sib

lings pooled family resources and made the best of what they had. The divorce was 

granted on April 30,1917, on the grounds of 
" I d " extreme crue ty an non-support. 

Detroit was an interesting city during 

this pre-war period. Emma observed 

firsthand the tensions caused by 

competition for jobs "between im

migrants from Europe and Blacks, 

who were escaping the prejudice 

and poverty of the American 

Sourh."7 Meatpacking, railroad 

and automotive industries pro

vided employment; the best 

qualified got the jobs. Emma 

had much to contemplate, and 

her grand daughter Betty Curtis 

writes that Emma learned "from 

experience that the elementary 

school students that she [later] 

taught had to compete in a rap

idly changing world, had to have 

a strong foundation in math

ematics, language, writing, and 

a strong respect for education 

that would follow them through

out their lives after they received 

their high school diplomas." 8 

Emma Thompson McGowan wirh rhree of her six 
children. Rurh srands ar rhe lefr, Alben on rhe righr and 
baby Edirh is on Emma's lap. 1908 or 1909. CCHS 
Phoro Archives. 
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When the United States entered World War I, life changed for most Americans 

to some degree. The change for Emma's household coincided with her altered marital 

status; when the divorce was final, and Gladys was about to begin school, the 

Emma McGowan family headed home to Carlisle. They found a place on Lincoln 

Street, and even though it was cheaper and safer to live in Carlisle than Detroit, the 

family experienced a rough time financially. Following a pattern learned by Emma 

at the same age, Albert, 13, and Ruth, 11 , found work at Dickinson College, serv

ing meals in the dining hall; they also worked at the Carlisle Indian School and in 

private homes. Based on her previous teaching record and the school superintendent's 

reco mmendation, Emma was able to secure a provisional teaching certificate and 

began teaching again at the Lincoln School. Even though Emma taught at Lincoln 

for many years, and many students sat in her classroom (and other classrooms as 

well), records available today indicate that this school was not a reality! Official 

statistics in the Penns)tfvania Report of the Superintendent of PubLic Instruction , show 

that in 1918, Cumberland County had "70 colored pupils, " "0 colored teachers, " 

and "0 separate schools for colored." 

In 191 7, Emma re-entered the classroom with a broadened understanding of 

the world. Her opportunity to live in the major cities of Buffalo and Detroit, and 

her exposure to all types of people, made her uniquely qualified to teach others 

about life. She was black and a single mother of four. She was also well-traveled 

and experienced in life; she was roughened, but not hardened, and well-equipped 

to train children. However, she needed to obtain a permanent teaching certificate, 

and to do that she enrolled in college classes at Cumberland Valley Normal School. 

She walked to the train station and rode the Cumberland Valley Railroad train to 

Shippensburg each Saturday, to attend the necessary classes. During the summers 

of 1921 and 1922, she attended a full set of education classes, earning her full 

certification in 1922. 

"Teacher McGowan's" practical and classroom educations were enhanced and 

deepened by her religious faith and belief in the "holy" mission of family life. In 

the writings that exist among her papers, she repeatedly points to the all-important 

role of parents, particularly mothers; she emphasizes a home life that has a religious 

foundation. These were all-important in her own life, and she knew from experi

ence and observation that good parenting provided a basis for successful lives. Good 

parenting, combined with good teaching would fit a child for any challenge in life. 

In an undated writing on "The Requisites of Education," Emma states: "The foun

dation of man's education is laid mainly in the home of his childhood, and before 

he has reached the proper school age. Faithful home training is, therefore, of the 

utmost imporrance .. .. To be well-educated does not consist of the mental training 

only, but the heart and hand should be trained as well." 
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Emma and her en
tire, large family had all 

worked very hard at 
whatever job was at 
hand. She believed that 

willingness to work 
was an essential com

ponent for a happy life. 
In the same piece 

quoted above, Emma 
continues, "It is not 

work that is injuring 
our boys and girls to

The McGowan home, 1137 Franklin Srreet, Carlisle. C.l935 . 

CCHS Photo Archives . 

day, but dissipation. Notice for instance many of our foreparents, who are living 

today after years of hard toil and exposure during slavery, and many of them are 
active, strong, and healthy .... Children should be taught to aim high, but at the 
same time, to honor all labor from which an honest dollar can be earned." 

Aerial view of the Franklin Street homestead, with Carlisle 

in the background. CCHS Photo Archives. 

After her return to Carlisle, 
Emma and her children were 
active members of the Bethel 

A.M.E. congregation. In 

1920, Emma purchased the 
property at 1137 Franklin 
Street from her brother 

Alfred . This joined the prop

erty owned by her parents, 
and the close proximity en

couraged family interaction 
and mutual support. All three 

of Emma's daughters married and lived in Harrisburg, while her son Albert re

mained single, living with his mother, contributing to her support and caring for 
her until she died. The house and land on Franldin Street were a great joy to her. 
The children contributed to its upkeep, including some additions, and Albert lived 

there alone following Emma's death. She enjoyed vvorking in her garden, reading 
the Bible, and visiting with family, friends, and former students. Her health gradu

ally deteriorated, and she passed away in Carlisle Hospital in October, 1966. 
Betty Curtis writes "Emma was a stern teacher. She was serious about preparing 

her students for the future ." It is a good thing that she was intent on her mission, 

because many students passed impressionable hours in her elementary classroom. 
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Emma McGowan photographed by her son 

Alben , sometime following her retiremem 

from teaching. CCHS Phow Archives. 

From 1896 to 1901, and then from 191 7 
until she retired in 1943, Emma provided 
a strict and structured learning environ

ment for the majority of the black chil
dren of Carlisle. As a person of faith, 
Emma considered her students' lives out
side the classroom and sought to influ

ence parents whenever possible, and to 

act as a personal force for improvement 

in the community. A written copy of a 
public address of Emma's provides a ques
tion addressed to parents, "Have you so 

lived and conducted yourself that you are 
an example to your children? Have you 

failed them in giving honest guidance, 
love and sympathy? Have you maintained 
the same standards of conduct for each 

member of your family? " She quietly in
spired others, inside and outside the class

room. Apparently, having Mrs. McGowan 
as a teacher was partial motivation for nu

merous students who proceeded to become successful teachers themselves. They 
had an excellent model. 

Emma's life could have been so very different if she had allowed herself to be

come a victim of circumstances . Because of her own early training, faith, and her 

innate courage, she was able to turn around some significant negative experiences 
and live a very productive life. In "Moral Courage" she wrote words that resonated 

for her and have meaning to the modern reader as well: 

Courage is a grand thing to possess, but moral, not physical. Bravery 

is the mark of a high type of manhood . This nobility of character has 
nothing to do with nobility of birth, but is as much the inheritance of the 

peasant as that of peer. It dwells alike in the palace and the hovel .... The 
possessor sees in the past, experience, in the present, an end, and in the 
future, an aim. 

E.T. McGowAN 
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Endnotes 
1. Sarah was most li kely a nursing student at the Frederick Douglas !vlemorial Hospital, founded 

in 1854 for trearmem of African-American patients. This hospital combined with Mercy Hos

pital in 1945 to become Ivlercy-Douglas, now a residemial/nursing home. 

2. Carlisle Sentinel , July 12, 191 3, p. 6. Geo rge served with the U.S . 1Oth Cavalry Regiment 

from 1911 through February 191 4, when he was honorably discharged. He re-enlisted in the 

U.S. Army the next month (Ivlarch 191 4), se rving with the 24th Infantry. T his latter unit was 

part of the American forces who entered Mexico in April of 1916 in search of Pancho Villa. 

3 . Charles Thompson, HistOI)' of the Churches i11 Carlisle, p. 104. 

4. Lincoln University is one of rhe premier African-American colleges in rhe United Stares. Ir was 

founded in 1854. 

5. For the full tex t, excerpted from a letter written to Gladys on March 3, 1932, see appended 

material. 

6. Only one of the brothers, Sandi, stayed on in Den·oir after Emma returned to Carlisle. George 

and Charles both entered military service, and Alfred had preceded Emma to Carlisle. Charles 

served with the 372nd Infantry Regiment of the ! 57th Red Hand Division of the U.S. Army's 

!86th Infantry Brigade. After his discharge from the military, he returned to Den·oir bur never 

recovered from the effects of gas inhalation. 

7. Curtis, Berty. A short biography of Emma Thompson McGowan, p. 2. 

8. Ibid . p. 2-3 . 

Appended Matter 

Excerpts from a letter written by O .H. McGowan to his daughter. 3 March 1932 

"My greatest work, however, and the enduring monument is in your home town. 

[Carlisle] In 1898, one year before graduating from Lincoln U[niversity] . I was 

sent to your City to start a Presbyterian Mission. There was but one girl who went 
to the White Presbyterian S[unday] S[chool] and with her as a neucleus [sic]- grew 

in two years, a Presbyterian Church owning its own property. And whenever you 
pass by that Church please remember that your father left his monument there. It 
was also in that city understandings and misunderstandings are recorded. It is all in 

a lifetime. I have always carried a prosperous air. And when I paid the first money 

on that church property out of my own pocket; and, when inroads were made in 
the other churches- because I was intellectually the superior of any Negro [preacher] 

then in the city- jealousy arose- a plot was hatched to get $500.00 from me for a 
charge of which I was innocent- I refused & paid the sacrifice. The early disciples 
paid a similar price. I do not know that nay other minister that ever went to that 

church was able to equal my record of accomplishment- although I left him a fine 
plant without debt. 
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From yo ur C ity I went to Buffalo, New York, where I met some members wor
shipping in a Hall and in one year- incorporated a new denomination & bought 
a house, which was remodeled into a church. But, again, I was too advanced. The 

folks were not ready for such independence and, like the children of Israel , went 
back to the 'flesh pots of Egypt."' 

27 



Select Brotherhoods: The Shippensburg Black and White 
Freemasons, 1858-1919 
john P Bland 

"The decisive measure of the man is how he acts in public. " 1 

Snow was falling on the square at King and Railroad Streets, the center of 

Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, on Saturday, 20 February 1858. The economic focus 
of town had gradually moved four blocks west from King and Queen Streets since 

the railroad had brought passenger service in 1837 .2 A winter storm that hadar
rived the previous day promised several inches of snow before day's end. 3 The most 
important national story in that day's Shippembwg News, a four-page weeldy news

paper with a subscription of 1 ,500, published by Edward W Curriden, was the 
ongoing Utah War between the Mormons and the U.S. Army. Abutting advertise
ments for H embold's Genuine Patent Medicines, cabinetmakers, gravediggers, 

portraits on glass, and tinware stoves was the "Local and Variety Train" column, 
which was devoted to stories of local interes t. 

This day it ran a short piece about Mr. T homas E. Fuller of Southampton Town

ship, whose team of four horses pulled a wagon full of ice weighing almost eleven 
thousand pounds a distance of over three miles. The column also contained the 
brief announcement, "On Thursday evening a large number of Freemasons from a 

distance were attracted to Shippensburg to witness and assist in organizing a Lodge 
in this place"4 The previous week had seen Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, 

for C hristians a forty-day seaso n of fasting and penitence leading to Easter; the 
following Monday was the birthday of the nation's first pres ident, George Wash

ington , also a Freemason. 5 C umberland Valley Lodge No. 315, Free and Accepted 
Masons of Pennsylvania thus began in the Shippensburg community sandwiched 
between two important religious and secular dates. This white-only Order would 

see a black-only counterpart es tablished ten yea rs later. 
During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Americans had be

come joiners of organizations, and in the two decades between 1880 and 1900, 
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almost five hundred women's clubs, professional societies, civic groups, reform as

sociations, and fraternal orders engulfed the country. Interested people established 
groups for natives and immigrants, men and women, adults and children, Catho
lics and Protestants, and blacks and whites. The historian Lynn Deumenil argued 
that of these groups, "the archetypal secret fraternal order, as well as the most popu

lar and prestigious, was the Free and Accepted Order ofMasons. "6 Freemasonry in 
the United States claimed over one-half million members in 1880, and would grow 
to over four times that number in the succeeding four decades to comprise 10 
percent of the native-born, Protestant, white, adult male population of America 

(Figure 1) . Although its membership growth slowed with the coming of the Great 
Depression, Freemasonry was arguably America's most preeminent secret organi
zation.8To understand how Freemasonry came to a small, south central Pennsylva

nia agricultural community, it was necessary to examine th e origins of the 
Brotherhood. 

Decade Number of Masons Percent of Eligible Men 

1850 66,000 N/A 
1860 221,000 N/A 
1870 446,000 7.3 
1880 537,000 6.2 
1890 609,000 5.3 
1900 854,000 5.9 
1910 1,31 7,000 7.2 
1920 2,238,000 10.1 

Figure 1. Masonic Members in rhe Unired Srares, 1850- 19207 

The order of symbolic Masons grew out of an organization of worlcing masons 
in medieval England. Employers in the Middle Ages hired masons in large working 

groups to construct cathedrals, castles, monasteries, and public buildings. The 
workers moved over the countryside together from job site to job site as they com

pleted work on one building project and began work on another. These factors, in 
context of craft guilds, made working masons a tightly knit society. Sometimes 
before the early eighteenth century, they organized themselves into "lodges" and 

operated under a code called the Old Charges, guild rules that not only governed 

the work but also defined the "moral obligations regarding honesty, sobriety, piety, 
and loyalty to the king, all of which masons were bound to observe for the sake of 
their collective reputation. "9 

At some point, working masons bagan to allow honorary members into their 
associations. Why masons began this practice was not clear, but by the early eigh

teenth century, lodges contained many men who did not work in the building 

29 



trades. In this Age of Enlightenment, these "accepted" members reformed the guild 

into a fraternal brotherhood whose members sought understanding of the myster
ies oflife. Modern Freemasonry began on 24 June 17 17, when four local lodges in 
London , England banded together to form the first Grand Lodge. Of the four 

lodges, only Lodge No. 1 was composed of men involved in actual masonry work. 
Lodge No. 4 was clearly aristocratic. Of its seventy-one members in 1724, nine
teen men were tided noblemen, baronets, or general officers; most of the rest were 
esquires, clerics, and intellectuals. At its formal beginnings, therefore, accepted and 
honorary masons, rather than working ones, built Freemasonry, and the Order 

took on an elitist distinction. 1° For most of its English history, the Grand Master, 
the head of the Order, was a member of the royal family.'' 

In keeping with the Enlightened Age, English Freemasonry preached intellec
tual inquiry and religious tolerance. 12 Assessing that Freemasonry strove to appeal 

to a wide range of doctrines in requiring its members simply to believe in God, the 
historian William A. Muraskin observed, " [E]ven watered-down Deism fulfilled 

this requirement. "13 Albert Pike, "one of the most noted historians in Masonry," 14 

praised Freemasonry as a religion; however, Masons referred to God generically as 
"The Great Architect of the Universe" 15 allowing individual Masons to perceive 

Him however they wished. In an 1888 speech at the laying of the cornerstone of 
the Masonic Cathedral in Washington, D.C. , Pike compared Christianity, 
"Hebranism," Mohammadism," and "Parsecism" with Freemasonry and concluded, 

"surely Freemasonry ... is likewise a religion." 16 Religion or not, the Order found 

popularity across the Atlantic Ocean. 
The white Freemasons who immigrated to the American colonies brought the 

Fraternity with them in their cultural baggage and, in Philadelphia in 1731 , they 
established the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons ofPennsylvania. 17 From 

Philadelphia, Freemasonry spread throughout the Commonwealth. Brothers formed 
Maso nic Lodges in the Cumberland Valley as early as the late eighteenth century. 

Brotherhoods sprang up in Carlisle (No. 19 in 1779, No. 26 in 1780, No. 56 in 
1792, and No. 58 in 1793), Concord (No. 74 in 1797) , Newville (No 76 in 1798), 

Chambersburg (No. 79 in 1799), and Shippensburg where Silensia Lodge No. 198 
was constituted in 1825 with William A. Finley as Senior Warden. 18 Lodges did 
not continue to grow unabated, however. 

As an anti-Masonic furor arose in the 1830s, 19 many Lodges met in a clandes

tine fashion at locations other than their well-known Masonic Lodges or ceased to 
meet. Founded in 1825, and the oldest existing Masonic Lodge in Carlisle, 

Cumberland Star Lodge No. 197 did not formally meet from 1837-43 .20 Both 
Shippensburg and Chambersburg Lodges' charters were "vacated for delinquency, " 
a term indicating nonpayment of dues to the national organization as vvere Lodges 
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in Harrisburg, York, Mercersburg, Gettysburg, and Hanover along with fifty-four 
others in south central Pennsylvania. Such delinquency may have been due to the 
loss of membership from the effects of the anti-Masonic movement throughout 

the country. Freemasonry had been dealt a serious blow. 21 George Washington 
Lodge No. 143 in Chambersburg reestablished itself in 1845. 22 While Shippensburg's 
Silensia Lodge No. 198 disappeared in 1837, a second lodge would be chartered 
t\:VO decades later. 

On 14 November 1857, several Freemasons met in the Shippensburg office of 
John Wunderlich23 on South Railroad Street across Orange Street from the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad Depot. On the agenda that evening was the reestab

lishment of a Masonic Lodge in Shippensburg. The minutes of this meeting told 
that the Masons who gathered were there "to consult and rake some measures in 

regards to restoring Silensia Lodge No. 198 or to making application for a new 
Warrant to establish a Masonic Lodge. "24 The reasons for choosing to petition for 
a new lodge were not recorded, but the outcome was the beginning of Cumberland 

Valley Lodge No. 315. Among the men who met that evening was Henry Ruby, 
Sr. , who had been active in the beginnings of at least t\:vo other lodges. 

Installed as a Brother in George Washington Lodge No. 143 in 1825 and later 
irs Secretary, Ruby had a distinguished and active Masonic life as well as a varied 
work history. Born on 8 April 1804, he apprenticed at thirteen to his uncle, F. W. 

Scoephflin, a Charter Member in George Washington Lodge No. 143,25 who pub
lished a German language newspaper in Chambersburg. When his uncle died in 

1826, Ruby took charge of the paper and for four years continued as irs publisher. 
In 1831, Ruby started an English language newspaper, the Fran/din Telegraph, and 
ran it for four years. He served as the treasurer of the Franldin County Poorhouse, 

the superintendent of the German Reformed Messenger printing service, and the 
operator of a limekiln. In 1839, Pennsylvania Governor David R. Porter appointed 

him Register and Recorder of Deeds for Franklin County. The citizens reelected 
him to the post once, and in 1849, Governor William F. Johnston appointed him 

Associated Judge of Franldin County, which title he used for the rest of his life, 
though he resigned his position in 1851. At that time, ruby moved to Orrstown 
where he ran a store, manufactured brick, and became the town's postmaster. In 

1852, he became a Charter Member of the Orrstown Lodge No. 262 along with 

John Wunderlich, John Orr, James B. Orr, William F. Breckenridge, Joseph Johnson 
(all members of George Washington Lodge No. 143) and Jacob Heck (former 
member of Silensia Lodge No. 198) . 

Seeing opportunity in Cumberland County, Ruby moved to Shippensburg in 
1856, establishing a grain and freight forwarding business with Wunderlich as his 

partner26 and purchasing property on South Railroad Street, just south of the rail-
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Figure 2. Righr, Reddig Building; cenrer, Shippensburg Posr Office, 1907. Courresy of 
Cumberland Hisrorical Sociery. ·ll 

road depot and next to the steam-powered planning mill owned by Wunderlich 
and William Mell (later initiated as a Freemason in 1859). In March 1858, Ruby 

was elected to serve on the Shippensburg Borough Town Council. 27 Ruby later also 
became president of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, of which Wunderlich had 

been president until his death on 29 March 1869. 28 

There were seven Charter Members of Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315: from 

Orrstown Lodge No. 262, were Henry Ruby, Sr., John Wunderlich, Jacob Heck, 
Robert]. Lawton, and JohnS. Blair, all merchants, and Rev. F. A. Rupley, minister 

of the Gospel. From Harrisburg Lodge No. 21, was Rev. James Calder, minister of 
the Gospel. 29 Ruby was installed as Worshipful Master, Calder as Senior Warden, 
Rupley as Junior Warden, Wunderlich as Secretary, and Heck as Treasurer. ·'~0 The 

group met initially in the Odd Fellows Hall, which encompassed the top floor of 

the Reddig Building (Figure 2) on the northeast corner of the square and on which 
they secured a five-year lease for thirty-five dollars per year, with furniture in
cluded. The Lodge's first initiate, John A. Kunkel, was "made" on 25 March 1858, 

and by year's end, Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 claimed seventeen members. 
The Lodge stip ulated a fee of rwenry dollars for initiation and membership and set 

annual dues at four dollars, both sums being extravagant to most men in the mid
nineteenth centuryY These dollar amounts alone defined the Order's attempt at 

making itself exclusive. In 1865 , the Lodge moved to the second floor of Ruby 
Hall located at south Railroad and Orange Streets. Five years later, the Order moved 
again and rented for seventy-five dollars per year the third floor of the First Na

tional Bank of Shippensburg at the northwest corner of the square (Figure 3). This 
location remained the Lodge's home for the next 110 years .33 
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Figure 3. First National Bank, 1920. Courtesy of Cumberland Historical Society. .I·! 

The Masonic connections in these various lodge si tes were worth noting. The 

owners of the Reddig Building, J. Burr and James Burr Reddig, became Freema

sons in 1859 and 1900 respectively. The aforementioned Henry Ruby, Cumberland 
Valley Lodge No. 315's Worshipful Master from 1858-60 and 1862-65, owned 
Ruby Hall , Shippensburg's equivalent of a town community center. The first presi

dent of the First National Bank, established in 1866, vvas Dr. Alexander Stewart, 
who joined the Shippensburg Masons in 1865.-15 

The Freemasons of Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 3 15 were white men who 
were deeply involved in all aspects of the community's life. Among them were 

doctors, lawyers, druggists, educators , ministers , merchants, bank presidents and 
officials, publishers and newspapermen, real estate owners and developers, politi
cians, trustees, civic leaders, and farmers. Some of the members of Cumberland 

Valley Lodge No. 315 during the period 1858-1919 were: 

John C. AJrick 

William M. Baughman 

0. M. Blair 

Marrin L. Beisrle 

Joab Marrin 

PererA. Al1l 

Samuel C. \\lagner 

George Clever 

Samuel M. Wherry 

Druggist, Burgess 

Grain Dealer, Assistant Burgess, and Chief Burgess 

Sold farm implements, insurance agent, plumber 

Founded paper novel ty company 

Grain, coal, fertilizer dealer 

Druggist, iron works owner, land, and railroad owner 

State Senator, grain sa les, and flour dea ler 

Farmer, found ed Cleversburg, PA Jury Comm iss ioner 

Farmer, benefactor of Princeto n Uni versity 
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\XIilliam M. Witherspoon Doctor 
John J. Koser Docwr 
David N. Rankin Docwr 
David D. Hayes Doctor 
Daniel A. Laverty Minister, founder of Shippensburg Academy 
Oscar M. Hykes Killed in action, \X!\X!I American Legion Post namesake36 

In 1872, 33 percent of Shippensburg Borough officers and 25 percent of the 

Trustees of the Cumberland Valley State Normal School were Masons in Cumberland 

Valley Lodge No. 315 Y 

During this sixty-one year period, Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 showed 

gains in membership, similar to those of the national Fraternity, although at a 

lesser rate (Figure 4). The Lodge vvent from seven members at its beginning in 

February 1858, to seventeen at year's end, and to twenty-one at the end of the 

decade. During the 1870s to the 191 Os, except for the decade of the 1890s, 

Shippensburg's percent increase in membership was less by almost half of the na
tional rate. 

Numbers of Members and Percent Change, 1850-191038 

Year U.S. Masons Percent Change Shippensburg Percent Change 
1850 66,000 N/A 21 N/A 
1860 221,000 235 106 405 
1870 446,000 102 118 11 
1880 537,000 20 124 5 
1890 609,000 13 159 28 
1900 854,000 45 201 26 
1910 1,3 17,000 54 261 30 

Figure 4. Masonic members in rhe Unired Srares and Shippensburg. 

Locally, as nationally, numbers of initiates seemed to peak around times of war. 

For instance, 1864-65 brought thirty-six new men to Freemasonry in Shippensburg, 

very nearly doubling the membership in a rvvo-year period. A spike in new mem

bers occurred in 1899 after the Spanish-American War when the Lodge inducted 

twelve new members. This followed a period beginning in 187 1 that saw an aver

age of only one member joining each year for a twenty-eight year period (see Figure 

5). As was stated previously, Americans became eager joiners of organizations in 

the 1880-1900 time period. Why Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 would ini

tiate so few new members into the Order during the same period was not known. 

The greatest jump in membership during the period under study occurred prior to 
the First World War; tvv'enty-two men joined in 1916 alone. The reasons for this 

cyclical appeal of Freemasonry were not evident, bur it could be speculated that the 

camaraderie service members had experienced in wartime and the health and life 

insurance protection offered to families by the Order were factors. 
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Figure 5. Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 Initiates, 1858-1919 

25.--------------------------------------------------. 
(/) 

2 20+-------------------------------------------------~r-~ 
C1l 

:;:::; ·c 15~~--~r-----------------------------------------~+-~ 
.... 
~ 10+-~--~~~------------------------~----------*--++-~ 
Q) 
.c 
E 5 
:I 

Z o~~TT.Ln~'-"~~rn~~~~~IT~~~n".~<-n~~~~~~ 

Figure 5. 

<D 
co 

co co Ol Ol Ol 
co co co co co 

Years 

While men joined Freemasonry for various reasons, it was clear that in lodges in 

the late eighteenth through the early twentieth centuries, the Masonic ideal of 
universal brotherhood of men meant white men. There were no black members in 
Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315. A barrier existed between races, and one result 

was the founding of African-American Freemason Lodges. 

The announcement in the Shippensbzt~g News on 11 July 1868 on the founding 
of the Mrican-American Lincoln Lodge No. 38 was short, according to the paper's 
style: "The colored citizens of this Borough organized a Lodge of Freemasons, one 

evening this week. There are many respectable colored men in this community, 
who are in every way qualified to conduct an organization of this kind. What this 

organization sustains to A[ncient] Y[ork] Masons, vve know not, but presume their 
objective is the same- charity, benevolence and mutual forbearance. "39 The fact 

that the paper had a long-standing association with Freemasonry through its previ
ous editor and publisher, Edward W. Curriden, a Shippensburg Mason since 13 
May 1858, three months after the Lodge's constitution, may have been signifi

cant.40 That the current editor and publisher of the newspaper, Republican41 David 

K. Wagner, was initiated a Mason in Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 on 27 
May 1868,42 two months before he wrote this article , may have had some bearing 
on its inclusion in the week's newspaper. 

In the postbellum period, the Republican Party had espoused equality for Afri
can Americans by proposing the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

that provided voting rights for African-American males. Editor Wagner clearly 
identified his newspaper with the Republican Party in the fight for ratification of 
the Fifteenth Amendment when the ShippensbUJg News ran an article that " [i] n 

our own State of Pennsylvania [passage of] the amendment would give our ticket 
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twenty thousand colored votes. "4
' At the time of the founding of Lincoln Lodge 

No. 38, white Mason and Republican D. K. Wagner supported the black men's 

right to vote and wrote positively of the African-Americans' qualifications to orga
nize a black Masonic Lodge. 

The African-American counterpart to white Freemasonry had been founded in 

Boston over eighty years earlier as Prince Hall Freemasonry. Prince Hall was a free 
West Indian mulatto, the son of an English white man and a mulatto woman; he 
was a minister of the Gospel44 and an activist for equal rights for black men. Before 
the Revolutionary War, a lodge within the British Army's 38th Foot Regiment, and 

Irish unit anchored in Boston harbor, welcomed Hall and fourteen others into 
membership. On 6 March 1775, the Irish Freemasons initiated the fifteen into 

Military Lodge No. 441, which was a subordinate lodge to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland. This event was the seed of black Freemasonry in America. 45 

The British Army had been a catalyst for black American men, not only regard
ing Freemasonry, but also in the matter of freedom for those enslaved. The British 
authorities offered freedom at the war's end to blacks who enlisted in the British 
forces. The historian Hames E. Blackwell noted that, "It was only after the British 

forces were using blacks as troops that the Continental Army saw fit to change its 

adamant refusal to officially endorse blacks as soldiers. "46 In 1784, the Grand Lodge 
of England supported the Irish regiment's earlier actions and granted Hall a char

ter and in 1787, African Lodge No. 459 was constituted with Hall as Worshipful 
Master, Boston Smith as Senior Warden, and Thomas Sanderson as Junior War
den Y Thus began the Prince Hall Freemasons who traced their roots to the same 

line ofEnglish Freemasons as their ·white counterparts. Despite that common claim 
of origin, however, their lodges ran on parallel tracks. 

Little was !mown of Lincoln Lodge No. 38 except for its beginning. The five 

Charter Members were identified as Henry Johnston, Worshipful Master; George 
A Barnes, Sr., Senior Warden; Edward Arthur, Junior Warden; William A Barnett, 
Secretary; and Thomas Miller, Treasurer. 48 Johnston and Miller (and possible Arthur) 
were born in Virginia and were illiterate. 49 As children in Virginia, they were most 

likely enslaved. Even if they had been free men, after 1831 it was illegal in Virginia 
for free blacks to attend schoof.5° 

Johnston was twenty-five years old when he was made a Freemason, and chosen 

as Worshipful Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 38. Born in 1843, his name was miss
ing from the Eighth Census of 1860, but in the next census in 1870, Johnston's 

occupation was noted as that of a farmer, and he reported that he was married to a 
twenty-one-year-old, Virginia-born black woman (whose name was illegible in the 
census records) who worked as a domestic servant. He had no personal property 

and no real estate listed. 51 No information has been found to indicate how and 
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why Johnston became interested in Freemasonry, or why the other C harter Mem
bers would have chosen him as their Worshipful Master. According to C umberland 

County records, when Johnston died on 8 May 1918, he left no estate. H e was 
buried in Shippensburg's Locust Grove Cemetery on North Queen Street. 52 

Of George A. Barnes, Sr., more information was available. Born in Pennsylvania 
in 1830, he was the oldest of the Charter Members. Barnes was married to Ellen R. 
Davis Barnes, a mulatto whose mother was white, and they had one sone, George 

Jr. born in 1853 and delivered by Dr. William Rankin , a future Brother in 
Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315. 53 In 1860, the census noted that Barnes was a 
barber and not only did Ellen Barnes' mother, Margaret Davis, live with them, but 

also Ellen's ten-year-old brother, C harles Davis, and Hezekiah Addison, a nine
teen-year-old mulatto. 54 

T hat Barnes would take in boarders was not unusual; the census consisten tly 
listed people of different names living at one location. What was worth noting was 
that he seemed to have had an apprentice, as the census listed Addison as a barber. 

The 1870 census listed three barbers , two mulatto and one black, names James 
williams, Cornelius Stanton, and Amos Wil-[the rest is illegible] who resided in 

Barnes' household. 55 Taking in apprentices as boarders seemed in character for Barnes 
because in the 1880 census, Barnes had black barbers William Lee, a character for 

Barnes because in the 1880 census, Barnes had black barbers William Lee, a nephew, 
and C harles E. Arter and black hairdresser Helen Anderson living in his house. In 

addition, Barnes reported the occupation of his sone, George, Jr. , as a barber. 56 

Industrious black artisans throughout the North increasingly developed this skill 
during the late nineteenth century. In barbering, in particular, "blacks had a mo

nopoly on the market. "57 

Apparently, black men dominated the barber profession in Shippensburg during 
these years, because records made no mention of a white barber until later. Randall's 
Business Directory of 1892-93 listed one white barber, George E. Beidel at 2 North 

Railroad Street, in Shippensburg in 1892. 58 It was probable that these young bar
bers in Barners' house worked at his barbership at 9 South Earl Street, between the 
Sherman Hotel and the C umberland Valley Railroad Depot. 59 In the 1870s, Barnes' 

barbershop was in the C riswell Building on the southeast corner of the square. On 

1 August 1877, the Criswell Building suffered fire damage to its first floor, and in 
its report of the fire, the Shippensburg News indicated that George Barnes' Barber 

Shop had occupied a portion of the building.60 

It may be supposed that Barnes subscribed to Masonry at least in part because he 
saw the opportunities it offered him as a middle-class black man in fulfillin g the 

American dream of bettering one's self. If he took on apprentice barbers, it seemed 
likely that he desired to pass on his understanding of self-improvement to another 
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generation of black men. He exemplified the historian James Oakes' liberalism 
rhar "stresses individualism, social mobility, and economic fluidity within a society 

which promotes equal opportunity. "61 In the decade of 1860-70, Barnes' personal 
property and real estate valuations as listed in the census records increased almost 
nine rimes. 62 Some might conclude that he found pride, hope, and self-respect in 

Masonry, although it was equally plausible that he brought these qualities to the 
Fraternity. He would have passed on these characteristics to his son and to other 
yo ung black apprentices and coworkers, as some of them also became Masons. An 
aspect black Freemasons sought to demonstrate "to themselves and to their clients 
and neighbors, [was] their fitness as equal social beings." 63 While Barnes and other 

black Freemasons may have hoped that the Fraternity would offer an integration of 
the races in a common secret brotherhood, this was nor to be, even though their 

membership in Lincoln Lodge No. 38 implied connection with a societal institu

tion that already existed and was valued by the larger society. 
There were other black Freemason barbers in Shippensburg. Civil War veteran 

John A. ("Hoss") Barnet (also spelled Barnett), born 20 May 1825, lived on Neff 
Alley in Wrightsville (South Penn Street extended) and was a member of the Or

ange Street African Methodist Episcopal Church. 64 After arriving in town from 
West Virginia at age sixteen, Freemason Samuel Nelson Arter learned the trade and 

cut hair for forty years. His shop was located at 3 South Earl Street, and he and his 
wife Nannie lived at 144 West Orange Street near George Barnes, Sr.'s house. at 

Orange and Fayette Streers.65 Shippensburger David H. Baker was born in town 
on 20 February 1866. He learned barbering from his father at age twenty-one and 
practiced his profession for fifty years. He worked with fellow barbers Samuel Nelson 

Arter, George Barnes, and Ben Washington and later had h is own shop in partner
ship with C harles E. Shepherd at 4 North Earl Street, behind the U.S. Post Office 

on the square. He resided at 103 South Fayette Streer.66 George Barnes Shepherd, 
who was probably named in tribute to his fellow Freemason and black patriarch, 

ran his father's barbership on East King Street after the older gentleman died. Shep
herd was only twenty-two when he himself died. H e was a member of the gradua
tion class of 1925 of the High School Department of the Cumberland Valley State 

Normal School (now Shippensburg Universi ty) _G? 
Another Lodge member, Reverend Robert Joseph Robinson, also known as "Dea

con Joe" or "Alabama," died at age ninety-seven on 6 February 1963. Of slave 

parents separated by the sale of his pregnant mother, he was born 12 Jan uary 1866 
in Mobile, Alabama where her new owner had taken his mother. In the postbellum 

period, his parents had been reunited and the family moved north to C hambersburg. 

Deacon Joe was a laborer and helped build the First C hurch of God, the United 
C hurch of Christ, and Mount Zion Baptist Church on West Orange Street and he 

became a minister in the Baptist Church.68 
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It was not known where Lincoln Lodge No. 38 met from its beginning in 1858 
until 1870. The white Brothers of Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 had been 
meeting on the second floor of Ruby Hall until February 1870, when, because of 
the "noisy festivities in the hall below, inconvenience of access and badly con
structed sidewall,"69 the membership voted to move to the third floor of the First 

National Bank on the northwest corner of the square. In addition, they agreed to 
sublet their old lodge room in Ruby Hall to the black Brothers Lincoln Lodge No. 
38. This action led to "crises and repercussions [within the white Brotherhood], 
which threatened to mar the harmony and good order"70 of Cumberland Valley 

Lodge No. 315 and caused the membership resignation of Henry Ruby, Sr., a 
Charter Member and t\vice Past Master of the Lodge and the builder and owner of 

Ruby Hall. 
Hard feelings had occurred between Ruby and his Freemason Brothers. At the 

time of the altercation, the Fifteenth Amendment had just been ratified following 

a hard-fought Republican victory, and black males had won the right to vote. The 
newspaper referred to the losing side as "our inconsolable Democratic friends." 71 

may have objected to his Brothers' subleasing the lodge room in his building to the 
black Order. On the other hand, his antagonism may have been precipitated by the 

apparent insult to Ruby's upkeep and management of the property. The record was 
not explicit, but Ruby left the Shippensburg Brotherhood for a decade before re
turning in 1880.73 When he came back, the Brotherhood welcomed him as "Fa

ther, [and held] a reception and appropriate ceremonies."74 

It was unclear whether in this period, five years after emancipation, there was an 

active undercurrent of prejudice by white Masons against black Masons. There 
were members of both political parries in the lodge, and the ratification of the 

Fifteenth Amendment was clearly a politically charged issue. Over forty years later, 
there must have been a problem between black and white Masons nationally, be

cause in his monograph of 1914, George W Crawford, Chairman on J urispru
dence for the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, felt it necessary to make "the case for 
the legitimacy for Negro Masonry, from the viewpoint of the Negro Mason him
self."75 In his work, Crawford quoted an 1875 letter from the previously men

tioned Albert Pike, "a rabid 'Negrophobe"'76 and a prominent Scottish Rite Mason. 

Pike expressed his opinion about black Masons' equality within the Order when he 
wrote, "I took my obligation to white men, not to Negroes. When I have to accept 

Negroes as brothers or leave Masonry, I shall leave it. "77 Could this same attitude 
toward black Masons have existed in Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 in 1870? 

These Brothers in Lincoln Lodge No. 38 who swore the solemn oaths of Ma
sonry joined their counterparts in Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 in the credo 
to make good men better and the belief in equality for all. Caution must be in

voked in speculating over reasons these men would have been attracted to Ma-
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sonry. Obviously, each man who joined Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 and 
Lincoln Lodge No. 38 had an individual motive, but an examination of the Order's 
structure and activities would reveal the fraternity's offering of prestige, financial 
aid, ritual, business connections, and sociability as paramount. These aspects of 
Freemasonry would have appealed to all of these men. 

Secret societies provided men with an avenue for achieving distinction through 
holding office. The general custom was that a Mason who sought leadership would 
"pass through the chairs" of Steward, Junior Deacon, Senior Deacon, Junior War
den, Sen ior Warder, and finally Worshipful Master. The process was lengthy and 
few men succeeding in becoming Worshipful Master, the man who was the su
preme authority in the lodge and who presided over meetings, regulated admission 
of visitors, settled disputes, and determined questions of law. 78 

In addition to giving and receiving prestige, Freemasons committed themselves 
to helping fellow Freemasons. For example, on 10 November 1864, Cumberland 
Valley Lodge No. 315 sent fifty dollars to George Washington Lodge No. 143 in 
Chambersburg to aid the Brothers there after the Confederate burning of the town. 79 

Many may have come to Masonry because of the belief that membership would 
bring material benefits, whether through the practice of learned Masonic prin
ciples in the business world or through financial help in times of trouble. Those of 
the Order in need of temporary financial help looked to the lodge for aid . The 
requests were handled discretely, and Masons looked with pride at how silent but 
effective they were with their relief. 80 

While Masons pledged not to be influenced by desire for personal gain, it would 
not be surprising if black Masons expected to be treated as equals to white Masons 
in these regards. Freemasonry presented the image of a "guild of businessmen ." 
Although they aimed to provide mutual aid and proper dealings, and perhaps even 
patronage and preferential treatment, 8 1 there was clear evidence that business in
teractions benveen black and white Masons in Shippensburg were nothing more 
than normal commerce. Business dealings sometimes included offering credit and 
receiving goods and services as payment. For instance, in 1876, black Mason George 
Barnes was given a thirty-day credit to pay his $12.50 bill for coal from white 
Mason Joab Martin's Coal, Grain, and Building Supply business, while five years 
earlier, black non-Mason John Armstrong clipped Martin's sheep to pay for $1.36 
worth of beef that he had purchased from the business. Additionally in 1887, 
Martin's Freemason Brother John C. Altick bartered corn to the store to satisfy his 
account balance of $13 .70, and white non-Mason Samuel Myers partially paid off 
his 1870 debt to Martin's business with $100.00 worth of brick. 82 The indications 
were that there was no preferential treatment given Masons of either race by other 
Masons. 
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In the late nineteenth century, rituals were important in Ameri can society, and 
funerals, cornerstone ceremon ies, and initiations were major activities for Maso ns. 
The laying of the cornerstone for Old Main, the first building on campus of the 

C umberland Valley State Normal School, on 3 1 May 187 1 was one such example. 
Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 Freemason John C. Alrick wrote in his diary 
on that dare, " [A]cred as C hi ef Marshal at the laying of Co rn erstone of Normal 
School building. Masons, Odd Fel lows, Red Men & Military all in procession & 
Town full of people. Quite a large procession ... Cornerstone laid by Masonic Grand 
Lodge of Penn. "83 While C umberland Valley Lodge No. 3 15 assisted the Grand 
Master of Pennsylvania with th e ritual at which he laid Old Main's cornerstone, 

there was no indication that the three-year-old Lincoln No. 38 or any of irs Order 

participated. 
One hi storian ca lled rh e eve nt "one of th e four bigges t observances in 

Sh ippensburg in the 1870s. "84 and the ShippensbUJg News reported , "Not since the 

rime that [Confederate G eneral] Jubal Ea rly, with his thirty thousand followers, 
passed through this place, eight years ago ... has Shippensburg presented such an 
animated appearance as on Wednesday last. "85 The 225-by-170-foor bui lding was 

Second Empire in architectural style, with a Mansard roof and three stories (Figu re 
6). T he cost was $ 125,000 for the building alone, with another $25,000 for the 

furni shings. 86 This sole event must have had repercussions in the pride of member

ship of both the Shippensburg Brotherhoods. 
Lodge social activities provided a means of less formal comradeship and a mea

sure of the exclusivi ty of the Order. C umberland Valley Lodge No. 315 had lavish 

annual December banquets in the 1910s as reported by the Chronicle. 88 After one 

Figure G. O ld /vlain , Cumberl and Va lley Sra re No rmal School's flrsr bui lding, 1879. Permiss ion 
of and copyrighr by© Kennerh \XIo lfrom .s-
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such affa ir, in accord with the manner in which this fraternity does things." 89 At 
the fiftieth anniversary of the Lodge in 1908, the seven-course dinner menu in

cluded two kinds of oyster dishes along with turkey, ham, and cold tongue.90 No 
record has been found to indicate whether the black Freemasons, who were not in 
evidence at these feas ts, had occasions recognized by the community. 

During this period, these Brothers, both black and white, were characteristically 

members of the middle class, a striking feature of which was "getting ahead [with] 
the traditional bulwarks of organized middle-class life ... the church and the lodge. "91 

Attemptin g a common defin ition of white and black middle classes in America, 

especially in the late nineteenth to early nventieth centuries, was not possible be
cause the frames of reference were too dissimilar to be objective. Attempting to 

measure the middle class in Shippensburg by financial status, holding, or type of 
occupation failed, especially if one were to compare white and black citizens there. 
For the historian William A. Muraskin, black class structure was identified by be

havioral, moral , and value differences to mark class divisions. In his terms, it was 
difficult to obtain information on classes built on nonobjective characteristics. 
Muraskin argued that, "A janitor, for instance, can be termed lower class, stable 

working class, middle class, or upper class depending on his behavior, reputation, 
or associations. "92 

Membership in fraternal organizations was important to black men and the 
characte r and reputation of the organization to which a man belonged provided a 

major basis for community status and prestige. 93 Mfiliation with a secret society 
established one as a selected individual, sharing in secrets of great import. In social 

situations, black men chose to demonstrate their equality in society by joining 
fraternal organizations, with the most popular one being Freemasonry.94 

The C umberland Valley Lodge No. 3 15 and Lincoln Lodge No. 38, while hav
ing a common origin point in the Grand Lodge of England, developed as t\Vo 

separate Brotherhoods, segregated, traveling on parallel paths. T here was no evi
dence of their interacting socially or fraternally. The sole connection found be
nveen the Shippensburg Lodges was a business deal which involved the subleasing 

of a lodge room and which caused strife within the white brotherhood. Their mem
bers were primarily middle-class men of promise in their respective communities 

but without a bridge between them. While men joined the lodge for individual 
reasons including pres tige, leadership opportunities, ritual, camaraderie, family 

support, and business advancement, they also seemed to subscribe to the shared 
<Lxiom that Masonry mad good men better. The men had similar aims and reasons 

for joining Freemasonry and the Lodges had the same beginnings and Masonic 
goals, but their races kept the men from bridging the gap bet\\'een the Brother
hoods. 
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On 20 February 1918, the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of 
Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 and almost fifty years after Lincoln Lodge No. 

38 began, the ShippensbttJg News was still in business and had doubled its size to 

eight pages. The newspaper reported that the District No. 2 Draft Board had listed 
men who were eligible for conscription and service in the First World War, one of 

whom was Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315 Brother Carl H. Clippinger. In that 
same issue, the U.S. Army recruited skilled men for a County Aviation Unit that 

would support the "Air Fighters" by "keep[ing] each airplane ready for instant and 
constant service." In addition to men with mechanical abilities, the Army was in 
need of barbers for this outfit. White Mason J. Frank "Pat" Lehman advertised that 

day that he sold Vinol, a patent medicine that "makes good blood," at his drug 
store on East King Street. No news about either Freemason Order was mentioned 
and the t\.YO select societies labored on in silence. 95 
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Reconstructing the Demographics of Cumberland 
County: 1750-1800 
Paul Jvfarr 

In the absence of systematically collected enumeration data (such as those col
leered for a census), researchers interes ted in reconstructing regional demographic 

histories 1 are left with few choices. This is especially true for those wishing to ex
amine demographic trends before the first federal census of 1790. One could spend 

months, or longer, pouring over the extant documents compiling a demographic 
profile, or one could rely on secondary sources and hope that the earlier research 

" f'-· 1 

was representative. In most cases it is a feast or 
famine situation: the available data is either too 
derailed and overwhelming, or at such a course 

level as to be of little use. The early federal cen
sus' suffer from both- individual enumeration 

(too detailed) collected for territorially large 
townships or counties (too coarse). The ques

tion becomes, what data are available to research
ers which have enough derail as to be meaning

ful while also being coarse enough to make more 
general trends apparent? The answer comes from 

a somewhat surprising place: graveyards and 
cemeteries. Burying grounds have several impor
tant characteristics which make them quite use

ful in reconstructing demographic histories: they 

are sp read across the landscape, occur in suffi
cient quantity to allow for rather derailed infor
mation to be gleaned while allowing trends to 

Tombsrone of Janer Thomson , wife of Rev. Samuel Thomson, pasror of Firsr Presbyrerian 

C hurch, who died Sepr. 29, 1744, ar age 33. This is rhe oldesr known rombsrone in C umberland 

Counry. Phoro raken by Hackman in 1903 . CC HS Phoro Archives . 
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Figure 1: Burial monument of Sarah Smith, 
cl 748-1802. God's Acre Cemetery, 
Shippensburg. 

be discerned, there is typically not an 
issue with "double counting" (in as 

much as people only die and are bur
ied once), they are rather permanent2

, 

and are at a fixed point on the surface. 
This last characteristic is important 
because it remains constant while arti

ficial boundaries (such as township or 
county boundaries) change. There is 
one final burying ground characteris
tic which is of the utmost importance 

in their usefulness-people have been 

reading, compiling, and publishing the 
monument inscriptions for almost 100 

years (Figure 1). From Jeremiah 
Zeamer in the early 1900s to today's 

genealogical societies and interested 
individuals, cemetery inscription re

cording has provided researchers with 
an invaluable source of demographic 

information. 
This paper presents an attempt to reconstruct some of the basic demographic 

characteristics of Cumberland county between 17 40 and 1800 using grave marker 

inscriptions as the primary data source. Inscriptions from 70 cemeteries and grave

yards covering 26 townships and boroughs in Cumberland county were compiled 
from published sources3. Only the inscription information for people born before 
1799 were used in this research, resulting in a data set of just over 2000 individu

als. The inscription data used for this study was reformatted so that names (sur
name and given name), date of birth, and date of death were geographically 
associated4 with the burying ground in which the person was interred (Figure 2). 

Gender was implied from the given names, and in most cases this was readily 
apparent. In those cases where gender was unclear, or where the birth or death date 

was in question, the individual was removed from the analysis . There was an at

tempt made to compile inscriptions from every township in the county; however, 
inscription data for a few townships were unavailable. Nonetheless, the geographic 
distribution of the burying grounds used in this study is sufficient to be able to 

shed light on some locational aspects of the population. 
There are several assumptions which have been made in developing these demo

graphic characteristics. It is assumed that the majority of people were buried close 
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Figure 2: Locarions of cemereries and graveya rds used in rhe srud y. 

to their primary place of residence, in other words there were not large numbers of 
people who lived outside of Cumberland county who chose to be buried here. It is 

also assumed that demographics played no part in the frequ ency with vvhich people 
were buried with stone markers5. Although the size, ornateness, and material is 
likely associated with wealth, most people were buried with some form of stone 

marker, and only the very poorest individuals would have been buried with wooden 
markers6

. Finally, it is assumed that the people who were born prior to 1799 and 

buried in Cumberland county's cemeteries and graveyards are representative of the 
regional population at that time7. These assumptions are not unreasonable and it is 

felt that, on the whole, these data offer a good representation of the population 
that lived in Cumberland county during the last half of the 18th century. There 

has been little demographic research for Pennsylvania prior to the first federa l cen
sus8, and it is hoped that this research will lead to a more complete understanding 

of the population shifts taking place as Cumberland county evolved from its fron
tier backcountry origins. 

Basic Demographic Characteristics 

Total Population 
Population estimates were determined based on the association of burials in 

1790 to the population of Cumberland county as enumerated in the 1790 federal 

census9
. The federa l census enumeration data was compared to the number of 

people alive in the sample data set in 1790. These numbers corresponded closely 
and a correction factor was developed which allowed for the estimation of total 

population and census enumeration subsets (free white males > 16 yrs, free white 
males< 16 yrs, and free white females) 10• From these estimates it is apparent that 
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Figure 3 : Population change, 1750-1 790. 

Nationality Total Percent 
English 421 39.2 

German 334 31.1 
Scottish 298 27.7 

Irish 11 1.0 
French 10 1.0 

Total 1074 100 

Table I: Sample size and average age at death 

1750-1790, Cumberland counry. 

the population of Cumberland county 

increased quire rapidly bet\;veen 1750 

and 1790 (Figure 3). Men accounted 

for approximately 55 percent of the 

total sample, while women accounted 

for approximately 45 percent (Table 

1). When examined by decade it be

comes apparent that rhe average fig

ure is somewhat misleading. Prior to 

1750 males accounted for just over 60 

percent of the burials while females ac

counted for just under 40 percent 

(Figure 4). This difference increased 

slightly during the 17 50s, most likely 

due to the French and Indian war. Af

ter the 1760s the percent difference 

between male and female burials de

clined steadily until the 1790s, when 

parity was reached. This trend is not 

surprising in that on the frontier-that 

part of a country which lies next to un

explored territory-the first Europeans 

tended to be males. As the frontier became more developed the strict gender roles 

often found in the more established communities to the east were relaxed 11
. Women 

on the frontier were more often equal partners with their husbands and began to 

take a more active role in the development of the frontier, especially in the mid

Atlantic region, so it is to be expected that 

women would be well represented in the 

sample. 

Some comments should also be made as 

to the relative flux or movement of the 

population over the study period. Although 

as we can see from Figure 3 the population 

Cumberland county increased rapidly be

t\;veen 1750 and 1790, there were large

scale, short term changes that are not 

captured by analysis of ten-year time blocks. 

Since memorial inscriptions are usually very 

specific concerning death date, we can ex

amine shorter term changes in population 
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based on the frequency burials for short 
periods of time. After the initial influx of 

people into Cumberland county during the 
1730-40s there was a decline in burials 
throughout the 1750s (Figure 5). This may 
be related to the panic that swept across 
the frontier during the French and Indian 
War, whose hostilities lasted from about 

1754 through 1760 12
. Beginning in about 

1760 the number of burials increased 
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sharply, signaling an end to the hostilities, Year 

or at least people's perception of them. It Figure 5: Popularion change in 5-year 

can be inferred from this that population incremems, 1740-1800. 

followed similar trends , declining some-

what during the 1750s and increasing rapidly from then on. 
When the total number of burials were mapped by location a distinct north

ward trend became apparent (Figure 6). Although the population data were com
bined for the entire study period, this trend suggest that fairly early in the settlement 

time frame of the country the northeastern section was becoming more developed 
than the southwestern section-a pattern that holds true today. These findings fit 

well with the present understanding of when and how people moved into and 
through the Cumberland valley13

. The main route into the valley prior to the 1760s 
marks the first true settlement in the valley, with the 1750s and founding of Carlisle 

the settlement density closer to the Susquehanna River increased markedly. 

-77.6 -77.5 -77.4 -77.3 -77.2 -77.1 -77 -76.9 

Figure 6: Popularion disrribmion rrend based on burial frequency. The lines represem rhe wral 
frequency of burials. 
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Life Expectancy 
Researchers have noted that occu

pation and location during the late 
18th century were closely associated 

with life expectancl 4
. In particular it 

was found that farmers live the longest 
of all occupational groups examined, 
while residents of town and cities 
tended to have shorter life expectan

cies. The reasons for this are not com-
0 ~~~~LULULU~~~~~ 

o 20 40 60 80 100 120 pletely understood, but may well be 

Age 

Figure 7: Age at death . 

related to the efficiency with which dis

eases move through crowded urban 

locations 15 as opposed to diffuse rural 
environments. Cumberland County during the study period was overwhelmingly 
rural and farming, so it was expected that the life expectancy here would be higher 
than for places such as Philadelphia. One of the more interesting observations to 

come to light during this research was the very low representation of people under 
the age of five years. Of the more than 2000 individuals in the data set, only five 

were younger than five years old at the time of death (Figure 7). Given that infant 
mortality during the study period was in all likelihood quite high, it is surprising 
that so few memorial inscriptions for infants were recorded . A cursory look at the 

inscription and infant mortality data for the latter part of the 19th century re
vealed that infants were represented on monuments at approximately the same 

level as the actual mortality rates. Why infants and young children are nearly ab-

75 sent from inscriptions in Cumberland 
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Figure 8: Life expectancy for adults over 20 years 
old, I 7 40-1 790. 
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county dating of the late eighteenth

century is quite curious. It may well 
be that their memorials simply have 
not survived or that the memorials for 

infants did not include dates. An ex
ample of the frequency of childhood 

deaths during eighteenth-century can 
be found at the Bethel Moravian 
Church cemetery in Swatara Town

ship, Lebanon county. Of the 115 
people born in the 1700s that are bur

ied here, 36 were under the age of five 
years, or approximately 31 percent of 



the burials. In Philadelphia bervveen the years 1751 and 1775 infant death esti

mates ranged from a high of 330 per 1000 to a low of 98 per 1000 (33 to 9.8 

percent) 16
• 

Perhaps a more appropriate measure of life expectancy is the average age at 

death of adults, recognizing that infant and childhood mortality rates were some

where in the neighborhood of 20 to 30 percent 17
• The average age at death for the 

county over the entire study period for all individuals over the age of20 was 67 .6 

years, and was not substantially different for males and females (Table 1). When 

examined by decade it appears that life expectancy declined, although there was 

some variation in that decline (Figure 8). This is consistent with what other re

searchers studying the demographics of southern Pennsylvania have found 18-as 

regions become more developed while still lacking basic public infrastructure (wa

ter and sewage) and access to medical care, life expectancies decline. Life expectan

cies for males and females differed depending on the decade. During the 175 0s the 

life expectancy for females dropped significantly, and may relate to more general 

population trends brought on by the war. After 1760 female life expectancies in

creased sharply, while male life expectancy declined. The relationship between male 

and female life expectancy reached parity toward the turn of the century, with both 

female and male life expectancy decreasing at approximately the same rate. 

When the combined life expectancy for the entire study period was mapped a 

distinct trend became apparent. Life expectancy was shorter in the east and in

creased toward the west (Figure 9). This trend mirrors the distinction ben.Yeen the 

predominantly agricultural region in the west and the nascent urban region of 

eastern Cumberland county. What was perhaps most surprising was the magni

tude of the difference in life expectancy from west to east. An average difference in 

-77.6 -77.5 -77.4 -77.3 -77.2 -77.1 -77 -76 .9 

Figure 9: Life expecrancy rrend based on average age ar dearh per cemerery or g raveyard. 
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life expectancy of 5 years is quite large, and this is even more compelling consider
ing that these figure are for people who were over 20 years old. 

Ethnicity 

Ethnic background was determined based on a surname analysis of a sample 

(n= 107 4) of the names found on the grave monument inscriptions. Surnames of 
English origin were most common and accounted for 39 .2 percent of the sample 
(Table 2). Surnames of German and Scottish origin accounted for 31.1 and 27.7 

Nationality Total 
English 421 

German 334 
Scottish 298 

Irish 11 
French 10 

Total 1074 

Percent 
39.2 
31.1 
27.7 
1.0 
1.0 
100 

percent of the sample respectively. 
French and Irish surnames each ac

counted for approximately 1 percent 
of the sample. Based on these estimates 

it is evident that the population of 
Cumberland county during the study 

Table 2: Narionally based on surname. period was comprised overwhelmingly 

of people of western European descent, primarily of English, Scottish 19, or Ger
man background. These numbers remained fairly consistent over time, with a few 

exceptions. Prior to 1750 the most common nationalities were either English or 
Scottish, accounting for 78 percent of the sample population, with German sur

names accounting for just over 20 percent (Table 3) . English surnames remained 
fairly consistent from the 1750s through the 1790s, although there was a decline 

in the 1760s. German surnames increased rapidly during the 1750s, and then 
leveled off throughout the rest of the study period. Scottish surnames were quite 

well represented early in the study period, and then began to decline after the 
1760s. 

Decade En!!lish Ge•·man Scottish Irish French Total 
1740 50 27 49 1 0 127 
1750 27 19 17 2 0 65 
1760 36 38 38 1 3 116 
1770 64 52 44 2 l 163 
1780 115 88 65 3 0 271 
1790 129 110 85 2 6 332 

Table 3: Erhnici ry by decade, 1740-1 790. 

When ethnicity was mapped by burying ground several patterns emerged (Fig
ure 10). The most obvious is that people with Scottish surnames tended to cluster 
in the towns, especially Shippensburg, Newville, and Carlisle, with lesser numbers 

in present-day Camp Hill. German surnames, on the other hand, were found pre
dominantly in the rural areas. Most German surnames were found in the northern 
portions of the county, with a large cluster near Mechanicsburg and Camp Hill. 

English surnames were distributed evenly throughout the county, showing no pref
erence to either rural or urban locations. 
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Figure l 0: Ethnicity trend based on predominant ethnic group per cemetery or graveyard. 
£=English, G=German, S=Scorrish, !=Irish, F=French. Large letters denote predominant ethnic 
groups, smalllerrers denote other important ethnic groups. 

Summary 

The demographic characteristics noted above fit well within our current under

standing of the east-west migration of Europeans across Pennsylvania20
. English 

Quakers settling on the eastern side of the Susquehanna River in the 1720s and 

1730s made a concerted effort to keep German and Scotch-Irish squatters off of 
their lands21

, pushing them west\vard into the Cumberland valley. Because of this 

the ethnic background in the county was overwhelmingly English, German, and 
Scottish. As the new settlers filtered into the valley the population of what was to 
become Cumberland 

county increased rap-
idly22 . A few short 

term population de
clines were evident, 
the most notable oc-

curring in the 1750s, 
coinciding with the 
hostilities of the 

French and Indian 
war. There was a fairly 

su bstantia1 difference 
in the number of 
males and females be

fore 1760 , although 

Tombstones in the Line Cemetery, Dickinson Township, on the 
Alexander Spring Road three miles west of Carlisle. Many of these 
ea rly pioneers were Swiss immigrants. Phoro by A.A. Line, c. 1915. 

58 



this gap closed at a steady pace through the turn of the century as the frontier 
pushed westward. Although life on the frontier was difficult, mortality rates were 
lower and life expectancy rates higher than were found in the more urbanized coastal 

settlements. The average age at death for both males and females was approxi
mately 67 years, with the highest life expectancies found in the agricultural western 
section and the lowest in the developed eastern section of the county. Develop
ment proceeded most rapidly between Carlisle and the Susquehanna River, and it 

was here that the highest population densities were seen. The smaller settlements 
of Shippensburg and Newville at the western end of the county grew more slovv!y. 

While people of English background showed no locational preference, Germans 
spread out across the county to rake advantage of the agricultural opportunities, 
and Scots gravitated towards the emerging towns. 
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The Topless Bathing Suit Revisited 
DanieL J Heisey 

In April 1968, syndicated columnist James J. Kilpatrick delivered the Detroit His
torical Society's annual Lewis Cass Lecture. 1 The lectureship was then twenty 

years old, and Kilpatrick followed such distinguished historians as Bruce Carron 
and Sylvester K. Stevens. Unlike his predecessors, Kilpatrick was a journalist, and 
so he took his inspiration from Thomas Carlyle's belief that "Histories are a kind of 

distilled newspapers."2 Kilpatrick's thesis was that while historians must of course 
rake notice of the great political and military events, the seismic activities of eco

nomic forces and the tragedies of natural disasters, historians must also include in 
their accounts the derails of everyday life. 

"It is rhus possible," he lamented, "to read whole volumes of Elizabethan history 

and have no striking impression of how the streets of London smelled. "3 For the 
residents of the Motor City who had never known streets full of unwashed horses 

and humans and various natural deposits, he added, "I suspect they stank some
thing awful."4 Kilpatrick, resident of rural Virginia, spoke with authority. To 

bring his point closer to home, he observed that 1964 would be remembered for 
rhe defeat in the presidential election of his friend Senator Barry Goldwater. Yet, 

Kilpatrick reminded his audience, it was also the year in which began the fad of the 
topless bathing suit, soon followed by the topless waitress and others. Kilpatrick 
was concerned that historians would write only about Barry Goldwater and Lyndon 

Johnson and nor Rudi Gernreich's bathing suit. 
Kilpatrick listed various everyday items, some whimsical, others more practical, 

that he deemed worthy of historical note. He worried that the origins of paper 

towels and instant coffee, disposable diapers and the go-cart would slip into oblivion . 
Most relevant to readers of Cumberland County Hist01y is Kilpatrick's rhetorical 
question, "Who invented the Christmas Savings Club?"5 Herewith, nearly forty 

years late, is an answer for Mr. Kilpatrick. 
In 1909, Merkel Landis (1875-1960), treasurer of Carlisle Trust Company, cre

ated the first Christmas Savings Club. He came from an old family in Carlisle, 
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ancestrally from Switzerland, and his bank was one of three in Carlisle. In time it 

became part of Dauphin Deposit Bank, now defunct. Landis had come to bank
ing through law; an alumnus of Dickinson College and the Dickinson School of 
Law, he had for two years practiced law with his father. Merkel Landis's father, 

John B. Landis, had served as a captain in the Union Army during the American 
Civil War, then for a year worked in a bank before studying law.6 

A quarter century after starting the first Christmas Savings Club, Merkel Landis 
wrote his recollections of the event. This memoir first appeared in his fraternity's 
journal, The Jvfagazine of Sigma Chi; it was then reprinted in The Dicleinson Alum
nus. "Well do I remember, " he wrote, "that snowy Saturday evening in December 

of 1909 ,"when three men who worked at a local shoe factory came into his office. 7 

The men wanted to open a joint accoum in their names, and into that account 
they would deposit money collected each week from their fellow employees of the 

shoe company. The three men proposed to begin with each depositing, say, one 
cent a week, increasing the deposit by that same amount each week for fifty weeks. 
Then, just before Christmas, the money, having drawn interest, would go to the 

various depositors . 
Landis "listened attentively, " formulating as the three shoemakers spoke a larger 

idea than they were outlining. Landis saw the potential of other customers of the 

bank opening such annual savings accounts. Landis lost no time putting the plan 
into practice. Booklets of fifty coupons were printed, an advertisement appeared 

in the local newspaper, and the public with pennies to spare beat a path to Landis's 
door. 

The advertisement appeared in the 18 December 1909, edition of The Evening 
Sentinel. ''At the request of a number of our savings depositors ," it began, "we have 

formed a savings club which makes saving money easy and sure."8 The advertise
ment continued by saying that money from the account would be available to 
members of the club "the week before Christmas, just when a little cash is most 

welcome." The bank offered three percent interest on the account. By vvay of 
explaining the workings of the account, examples were given using pennies. So, 

for instance, a depositor beginning with one cent the first week would by the end 

of fifty weeks have $ 12.75, plus interest. Depositors could enroll in the club by 8 

January 1910. 
The value of this scheme becomes clear when one looks at advertisements else

where in the paper. In 1909, twelve dollars could buy quite a lot. A set of six 
Christmas cards cost five cents; admission to a vaudeville show at Carlisle's Orpheum 
Theatre cost ten cents. A deluxe box of Belle Mead candy cost one dollar, and 

slippers ranged from fifty cems to $3. 50. Twelve dollars also covered most of the 
cos t of a Kodak Brownie camera, advertised by Eckels' drug store on South Hanover 
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Street, Carlisle, for twenty dollars. Thus, the money saved by factory workers such 

as the ones who met with Merkel Landis could buy several Christmas gifts or help 
buy one more expensive present. 

As a lawyer as well as a banker, Landis knew the idea he developed from his three 
customers "could not be protected by either patent or copyright."9 So, neither the 

customers nor Landis-nor, for that matter, the Carlisle Trust Company-could 
own the concept. Besides, the use of membership to sell a product was by no 
means new; since 1888, one need have looked no farther than membership in The 

National Geographic Society equating with subscription to a magazine. The Christ
mas Savings Club's usefulness and popularity made it an American institution, 
although fifty-odd years after its origins by Landis in Carlisle, even intrepid jour

nalists such as James Kilpatrick thought it an anonymous fixture of the financial 
landscape. 

That such a fixture first emerged in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, indicates the hidden 

talents of a small town. Carlisle in Landis's day was a sleepy little town, the delight 
of the poet Stephen Vincent Benet (1898-1943), whose mother's family lived there. 

That family, the Roses, had a large home on North Hanover Street, at the bend 
where until recent years a Hardee's fast food restaurant stood. When the Rose 

house graced the site, and when the Benets would visit, life seemed less paved and 
smoothed over and accelerated. 

Carlisle "is funny and small and quaint," Benet wrote to a friend, "and hasn't 

really changed in the nice parts since the Civil War." 10 He preferred not to think of 
the shoe factories and rail yards on the edges of town. Polite people had limits to 

their conversation and their promenades. For Benet, Carlisle was a place of "old 
families who are decaying like gentlemen and gentlewomen in red-brick houses 

with scrubbed doorsteps and little white houses covered with vines," the sort of 
place where "nobody ever seemed to be particularly rich or poor there or ever in a 

hurry." 11 Of course, the town was home to the Sadlers, one of the wealthier powers 
then in the Republican Party in Pennsylvania, bm for the poet, it was "a deep 

winter snowdrift place where you could imagine coming back to crumpets for tea 
and thin hot mulled wine."12 And in that idyllic place a quiet man sat at his desk 

in a bank and thought of pennies and Christmas. 
Landis joined a long roll call of important bankers from Pennsylvania. The 

Commonwealth had been home to such bankers as Robert Morris, Stephen Girard, 
and Andrew W Mellon. Landis's small but significant contribution to his profes

sion advanced the efforts of average wage earners to save money. In 1909, when 
the three shoe makers discussed with Landis a joint savings account, the United 
States was recovering from 1907's financial "panic," a vivid and accurate term for a 

crisis in banking and investing. 
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In October and November of 1907 cash reserves ran low in several New York 
trust companies. Their failure would have in turn weakened or destroyed other 

financial institutions across the country. ]. P. Morgan (1837-1913), just returned 
to his famous library from a triennial conference of the Episcopal Church, sized up 
the precarious and nervous condition of Wall Street and took it upon himself to 

resolve the emerging disaster. He summoned his fellow financiers to his library, 
where they found brooding before them "the massive and formidable old man, 
hunched over his game of solitaire" in a private study "gleaming with the treasures 
of the Renaissance. " 13 As Morgan dealt himself cards, he listened late into the 

night while his lesser peers made offers in a game of higher stakes. 
The federal government, alarmed by the solution based on the force of will of 

one elderly millionaire, held hearings in Congress and set about creating the Fed
eral Reserve System. 14 "The motives which induce people to save," observed Swiss 

economist Wilhelm Ropke, "are not nearly as dependable as those which cause 
them to produce, invest, and consume." 15 Among those inducements, Ropke wrote, 
were uncertainty about the future and commitment to one's family. Landis under

stood that saving and consuming were not mutually exclusive. He saw that people 
would save money for a good reason, in this case making a sacrifice for family and 
friends. 

Kilpatrick's concern over oblivion engulfing the genius behind what we take for 

granted touches upon the tension faced by every historian. Thomas Carlyle was 
said to have had an "almost excessive love of detail" and a "lively taste for facts," 
which he would "worry out for himself from that great dust-heap called 'history'." 16 

Like an archaeologist, the historian must sift sand from fragments, then decide 

which of the fragments is worth displaying. The danger is to get caught in a sand 
trap of trivia. The archaeologist finds a lamp or a doll; the lamp was once impor

tant for lighting a room for a family or a Senate, the doll was once the center of a 
child's imaginary world. Yet, to the archaeologist, the lamp and the doll may be 
like dozens of others found in that and other excavations, and so their importance 

is for telling something about art or for determining the date of a stratum. 
For the historian, perhaps especially the local historian, poring over reels of mi

crofilm of old newspapers can be absorbing and disorienting. After a while, news 

of murders and mortgages, presidents and peach crops tends to blur. Headlines 
and advertisements of decades or centuries past can loom large-as they once did

but they must be kept in perspective. Perhaps with that word we sum up Kilpatrick's 
lecture. Perspective requires distance as well as a sense of proportion. For example, 
on the front page of the same newspaper carrying Landis' advertisement for the 
Christmas Savings Club was the headline, "May Fight for Belgian Throne." The 

story was about the disputed succession following the death of Belgium's King 
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Leopold II. Next to this story was the domestic news that Standard Oil had filed an 
appeal of its dissolution by the federal government. What was once worthy of the 
front page above the fold may have fizzled, while a small item inside, such as a notice 

about a new kind of savings account, may have achieved lasting importance. 
To return to our focus of the C hristmas Savings Club, the historian of banking 

will be more interested in the general trend of installment payments or compound 
interest. Yet, the historian would do well to keep in mind the anticipation in
volved, as well as the discipline of deferred gratification. There is a larger connec

tion between an advertisement in the local newspaper for a bank's C hristmas Savings 
Club and a society training itself to think of saving for the future . In the eigh
teenth century Benjamin Franldin could tell us that "A penny saved is a penny 

earned," but in the twentieth Merkel Landis told us that saved pennies earned a 
C hristmas gift for someo ne else. 

The journalist, as David Brinldey once remarked, "deals with events he knows 

absolutely will have no significance beyond the next edition or next broadcast. " 17 

Events such as, he said, "when a every week or so a truck piles up on some highway 

and commuter traffic is delayed by tons of molasses or cantaloupes strewn on the 
road." 18 Such daily details, even the details of highways and commuters, of mil
lions of trucks and cars and tons of molasses and cantaloupes, must be in the 
historian's mind. 

Unlike the journalist, the historian has the contemplative luxury to "pick and 

choose from th is mass of information and reduce it, or expand it, into a coherent 
and informative and, we hope," says Brinldey, "graceful recounting of what hap

pened, why, and with what res ult. " 19 If the historian cannot select and explain, 
hopefully with grace, his collection of information will likely be as captivating as 

an actuarial table or an amortiza tion schedule. 
Merkel Landis !mew the stark world of facts and figures, yet he knew as well the 

world of the storyteller. Twice he addressed the Hamilton Library, once on his 
hometown during the C ivil War, again on the eighteenth-century and Anglican 
origins of Saint John's Episcopal C hurch, of which he was a vestryman. 20 Student 

of law and student of history, Merkel Landis had the enterprising insight to turn a 
pooling of weeldy earnings in to a new approach to savings, all the while binding it 

to the most sentimental of Christian holidays. Perhaps a cynic would say it was a 
stolen idea used as a gimmick to play on emotions and exploit a religion. Another 

perspective would point to Landis's Swiss ancestry and his devotion to a denomi
nation that in his day could have been called "the Republican Party at prayer. " 

Human motives are braided , one strand needing the other. Taken by themselves, 
they are simply t\¥isted; together, they form a whole . Proof comes at once when 

faced with the delicate task of buying a Christmas gift; admiration and apprehen-
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sion, love and fear form an intricate filigree. Both cynic and romantic unravel it at 
their peril. 

Russell Kirk, whose histories of ideas and biographies of thinkers make philoso
phy interesting, said that, "the truths of history ... are to be discovered in what 
history can teach us . .. about the significance of human existence." 21 What is sig
nificant is that across a continent millions of people have chosen, and choose, to 

live in small towns like Carlisle, with "brick paths and wide streets with big shady 
trees all along them,"22 as Stephen Vincent Benet described Carlisle. "Like the 
poet," said Kirk, "the historian must understand that devotion to truth is not iden
tical with the cult of facts. "23 There is much truth is Benet capturing the essence of 

old Carlisle, more than could be conveyed by the facts of a census or telephone 
directory. The Carlisle of Benet and Landis had "a market in the middle of the 

town where the country people bring everything from fresh scrapple to big yellow 
pumpkins,"24 and it had residents who bought scrapple and pumpkins and had the 

faith and courage to save for a winter day. 
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Book Review 
Clark DeLeon, Pennsylvania Curiosities: Quirley Characters, Roadside Oddi

ties & Other Offbeat Stuff, Second Edition. The Globe Pequot Press, 
2004. Photographs, index, 242 pages, paperback $13.95 (ISBN 1548-
2987; 0-7627-3039-0). 

The writer is billed as a "popular humor columnist" and a long-rime contributor to 
two Philadelphia newspapers. The book is a collection of short pieces about Penn
sylvania, and it may indeed be a gathering together of some of his columns. 

With such a background we might have expected much about Philadelphia in 
this book. In fact, there is little about the brotherly love town and much more 
about the rest of the state. After a somewhat painful introduction in which Mr. 
DeLeon makes light of the way Pennsylvanians "rawk funny," he divides the state 
into five sections, southeast, southwest, northeast, north central, and northwest, 
and then proceeds to recount the humorous, the quixotic, the bizarre, and the 
unusual in each area, some of it trivial, silly and unimportant, bur not all of it. 

We may not care a lot about the woman in Darby who walked around all day 
with a knife in her neck, but we should care about Milton Hershey, his chocolate 
bars and his creation of one of America's great, but always controversial, charitable 
uses. I did not need to know that The Blob was filmed in Chester County, or that 
there is a Zippo Lighter Museum in Bradford, but the brief look at Albert Barnes 
and his even more controversial Barnes Foundation is well done, as is the story of 
the Horseshoe Curve and how that engineering marvel of 1850 made possible 
train travel to the west without canal boat detours. 

We are reminded again that York was, ever so briefly, the capital of the thirteen 
colonies struggling to become a nation when the Continental Congress, in flight 
from imperial pursuit, convened there and adopted the Articles of Confederation. 
We learn again that if Louis VXI and Marie Antoinette had been able to find faster 
horses they might have made it to French Azilum, in Bradford County, in 1793, 
instead of taking their one-way trip to the guillotine. 
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And what of Cumberland County? Sad as it may be to note, there is nothing in 
this book about the mother of the twenty-two counties, the fairest valley of them 
all, except a piece about Jim Thorpe, and a reference to his Carlisle Indian School 
days. Mauch Chunk changed its name to get him at last, but we cherish the memory 

of the man who ended Dwight David Eisenhower's football career (and changed 
the course of history?) with a too-vigorous taclde. Older Carlisleans might prefer 
to remember the lawyer Hyman Goldstein's account oflining up against Jim Thorpe: 

you couldn't stop him, so you just got out of the way! 

Charles H. Stone 
New Cumberland, PA 
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Book Review 
David Valuska and Christian B. Keller, Damn Dutch: Pennsylvania Germans 

at Gettysburg. Stackploe Books, 2004. photographs, endnotes, index, 
236 pages, hardcover $26.95. 

"The Damned Dutchmen are running again!!!" That shout went up on the after
noon of the 1st of July 1863 at Gettysburg when units of the Federal XI corps were 
driven from their positions north of town by elements of the II corps of the Con
federate Army of Northern Virginia. This book examines just who those "Dutch
men" were, their background and their performance at Gettysburg to shed a bit 
more light on them and their culture. 

The work begins with an overview of the two largest identifiable German immi
grant groups in the Federal Army and helps to show how they were indeed two 
separate groups with differing attitudes even though they had similar culture back
grounds. The first group the authors identify are the "Pennsylvania Dutch" who, 
unfortunately, any number of folks today identify as being our Old Order Menno
nite and Amish neighbors here in Cumberland County. 

This is not the case however, since the name was applied originally to the Ger
man speaking immigrants who had arrived largely in the years covering the late 
17th Century through the very early 19th century and who had settled in commu
nities in a broad arc formed largely by Franldin, Cumberland, Perry, Juniata and 
Snyder counties on the west and Lancaster, Berks, Lehigh and Northampton on 
the east. These German speaking immigrants (The term is used since there was no 
"Germany" as such until the unification in the 1870s under Bismarck) tended to 
settle in rural communities and through the years evolved a sort of amalgam of 
English and German in daily speech, yet used High German in their churches 
which were mostly Lutheran and German Reformed. A recent article in the local 
paper covered how a new church was formed when members of the congregation 
of the Evangelical German Church of Carlisle broke away and formed the new 
Second German Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1854 in order to continue ser-

71 



vices in the High German that the original congregation had abandoned for En
glish, illustrating the forces acting on those communities. 

These were the original "Pennsylvania Dutch" so called due to their reference to 
themselves as "Pennsylvanisch Deitch" who had been here in the United States for 

some time when the newcomers arrived after the abortive revolution in the late 
1840s. 

The "Forty-eighters", as they called in some instances, were of a more urban 

background and largely settled in the cities forming German speaking sections 
where they gathered. These people had brought with them some of their societies 
from their homeland and the authors allude to one such, the "Turnverein", but 

unfortunately do not tell us that this was a patriotic society of gymnastic origin 
formed during the Napoleanic era when the German states were under French 
influence. These "Turnverein" were disbanded after Napoleon's empire was crushed 

when authorities felt that bodies of disciplined men posed a threat to state govern
ments. The fact that this society had transplanted to the U.S. and influenced the 

influx of late German speaking immigrants into the Union Army could have been 
more completely covered instead of a single reference to the existence of the groups. 

With the differing backgrounds of the two largest groups of German speaking 
immigrants covered, the authors then go into how their attitudes were affected as 

to service in the military on the outbreak of war in 1861. 
The efforts to enlist the various German speakers and the political implications 

merit a long chapter and will enlighten the reader as to the political (What??? 

Politics involved in prosecuting a war?) reasons for promoting prominent German
American immigrant men as officers to encourage enlistments in their erstwhile 

countrymen. Covered also here is the raising of regiments that spoke only German 
which to this old military officer shouts a warning of troubles to come in the 

integration into an army of mostly English speakers but that's the way it was. The 

middle of the book is a 38 page chapter on the Gettysburg Campaign written 
expressly for this volume by noted Gettysburg historian Scott Hartwig who is chief 
of the ranger historians at the National Military Park and it is of value to the reader 

who may not be as familiar with the subject as those of us who interpret it on a 
daily basis. 

The last portion of the book deals with the experience at Gettysburg of the 
various Pennsylvania units of the Federal army at Gettysburg who were largely of 

Germanic origin . 
Here is the portion of the book containing the most historical flaws since some 

of the complexities of the battle are not well handled. In describing actions of the 

17th PA Cavalry which was a unit containing many troopers of Germanic origin, 
General Buford's cavalrymen are described as holding the Confederate advance "at 
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bay" on the morning of the 1st of]uly. This mischaracterizes the action since what 
the cavalrymen did was slowly withdraw in front of the Confederate advance sim
ply slowing it down by trading space for time. In this the authors fall into the same 
pic that many historians not familiar with the tactics of the 19th century have 

through the years and do not properly characterize what would be termed a "cov
ering force action" today. 

The largest number of regiments containing men of Germanic origin were in 
the Federal XI corps who had been outflanked at the preceding battle of 

Chancellorsville and had acquired a reputation for not holding their ground well. 
As at Chancellorsville the XI corps defensive line and were able to break it with 
attendent confusion in its retreat. The actions of several of these individual units 

are covered and while the basics are largely correct the reader wishing to know 
more of the battle should obtain one of the better recent histories of the first day's 

actions instead of depending on this volume. 
The same criticism can be levied on the portions covering the next two day's 

actions. While accounts of individual men and units serve to "flesh out" the expe

rience of German-American soldiers at Gettysburg the ebb and flow of the battle is 

not as well handled as in specific histories of the battle and some impressions can 
be gotten that are not correct. The final chapter covers the post Gettysburg and 
later post war actions of the Germanic origin soldiers and communities of the 

Pennsylvania and explains attitudes which affect voting trends in the 1864 presi
dential election and more complete integration of the German speaking commu
nities into the fabric of the county. 

Taken as a whole the book provides a useful look at the subject of Pennsylva

nians of Germanic origin and their service in the Civil War. While there are some 
minor difficulties in the section dealing specifically with specific actions in the 

battle of Gettysburg they should not detract from the usefulness of this volume for 
the average reader wishing to now more about the "Damn Dutch". 

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Wayne Wachsmuth 

Stoughstown, PA 
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Book Review 
Vincent P. Caracci, A Capitol journey: Reflections on the Press, Politics and the 

maleingofPublic Policy in Pennsylvania. Penn State University Press, 2005. 
Photographs, index, 298 pages, hardcover $39.95. 

Politcalloyalty is a major theme that runs through a new book taking an insider's 

view of doing at the state Capitol over the past forty years. 
In this case, author Vincent P. Caracci was, and still is loyal to the late Gov. 

Robert P. Casey. Caracci, a Camp Hill resident, served as Casey's press secretary 

from 1989 to 1995. 
Caracci leaves no doubts about his continuing loyalty when offering an answer 

to a rhetorical, but very important, question that Casey frequently posed at public 
appearances: "\'{!hat did you do when you had the power?" 

Caracci responds: "My answer, in his case, would be a lot of good in a lot of 

ways! " In his "A Capitol Journey: Reflections on the Press, Politics and the Making 
ofPublic Policy in Pennsylvania" (The Pennsylvania State University Press), Caracci 

intersperses his telling of the major events which shaped public life in Pennsylvania 
since the early 1960s with personal reminiscences and anecdotal stories. 

A Scranton native, Caracci 's career started in the Capitol newsroom with stints 

reporting for the Associated Press and The Philadelphia Inquire. Caracci held sev
eral positions, including official spokesman, with the Senate Democratic caucus 

during the 1970s, a period when his bonds of loyalty were tested as he sometimes 
found himself on the payroll of one Senate leader while actually working for other 

senators. He worked as legislative liaison for the State System of Higher Education 
as it was getting established. Caracci's six-year tenure as Casey's press secretary 

includes the dramatic episode when the governor relinquished his powers for six 
months to undergo a successful, but rarely done, heart-liver transplant to counter 

the debilitating effects of the hereditary disease amyloidosis. 
So Caracci is in a good position to shed light on how Pennsylvania state govern

ment really works, a topic that the generations of Cumberland County residents 

74 



who have worked for the executive, legislative or judicial branches of government 
are well versed in. 

Make no mistake, Caracci accepts the basic precepts of the political system as 
practiced by both political parties at the Capitol. He is an insider after all. He notes 
the hardball nature of Pennsylvania politics as an unchanging fact of life. 

But Caracci does draw distinctions throughout the book between what he con
siders good and bad political behavior. For example, he says the Senate Democrats 
are in the minority today due to a series of transgressions when they last held the 

majority for a sustained period during the '70s. Some may question if this direct 
cause-and-effect still applies a quarter-century later, however the transgressions that 
Caracci writes about were serious ones involving payroll fraud, taxpayer-funded 

junkers and criminal prosecutions of individual senators. 
"When one crosses the line of acceptable conduct in most professions, there is 

usually a price to pay," he observes. "This is particularly true (as it should be) in 

politics and public service where the public trust is so critical to and the public 
interest so inherent in the public policymaking process." 

The book's more revealing passages tell of the pressures exerted on staffers to be 
team players and the fallout that occurs when ambitious politicians with Type A 
personalities tangle with each other. 

Caracci writes about a break-the-ice lunch he had in the late 1970s with Pitts
burgh area Democrat Tom Nolan, a newly installed Senate Majority Leader, and 

his loyal assistants. The lunchtime conversation turned to arranging a junket to 
San Francisco - something Caracci wanted no part of and he kept his distance 
from the clique. 

Caracci's anecdotes about events like the Nolan lunch highlight an important 

thing about the culture of the Capitol. This is a building where people have chosen 
up sides - be it for a governor, a Republican House member or a Democratic 
senator. The staffers are expected to be loyal to the top dog, and if they are lucky, 

loyal()' will triclde down to them in return. The shared loyalty can take both the 
politician and aide to great heights, but it can also lead to a painful downfall if it 
abets schemes for wrongdoing. 

Lastly, Caracci doesn't leave the press off the hook. He writes of the accommo

dations and elbowing for news tidbits by reporters of the pre-Watergate era and the 
modern absorption with all the news that can be fit in a sound bite. He was in the 
eye of the storm many times, certainly no more so in the weeks following Casey's 

recuperation from the transplant surgery. 

Robert Swift 
Grantham, PA 

Robert Swift of Grantham is Statehouse reporter/or Ottaway News Service 
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Book Review 
Brian Lockman, World Vvar II in Their Own Wo1ds. Stackpole Books, 2005. 

Photographs, timeline, maps, bibliography, index, 25 1 pages, paper
back $19.95. 

To paraphrase Mark Twai n, oral histo ry is so mething everyo ne talks about, but no 

one does anything about. Only after a participant or an eyewitness of what is later 
considered history passes beyond deposition does everyone say, "Someone really 
should have written his (or her) stories down. " Rarely are there exceptions to this 

Barn Door rule of historiography. The Pennsylvania Cable Nen.vork, led by pro
ducer Jolene Risser and president Brian Lockman, is one of the sterling exceptions. 

Beginning in 2001 PCN began assembling a television series of oral histories of 
Pennsylvania World War II veterans. The series, originally envisioned a modest 
effort of sampling veterans' stories, grew into twenty-four hours of interviews, then 

three later installments, and is continuing at the present hour. It has become an 
inspirational model for other public broadcasting and state cable networks. Over 

150 veterans have been interviewed on film. This book is a transcription with 
additional context of thirty-three of those interviews. Harrisburg-based historian 

Dan C upper has added pithy and helpful sidebars of period biography, tactics, and 
other detail that ground the stories in their era. The only apparatus of the book 
that is weak is the bibliography, which is shallow, and the web-resources, which are 

shallower as well as naive in a work of historical value. 
Every interview is of interes t, full of compelling derail and moving personal 

testimony, but of particular relevance to C umberland Co un ty are the interviews of 
H enry Heim (New C umberland) , Edward Kyler (Camp Hill), and Anna Marie 

Camni (Camp Hill). H enry H eim, indeed, launches the book with a harrowing 
account of being caught in Pearl Harbor on December 7 th , 194 1. H e quicldy 
moves onto his European Theater service, where he was one of earliest fifty-mis

sion veterans, a rarity almost miraculous. Edward Kyler was a paratrooper who was 
surrounded at Bastogne in the Battle of the Bulge. Anna Marie Cattuti was an 

Army Nurse who served in Europe. "Relevance," of course, lies not in geography 
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or event but sometimes in the world of origin (where did these people come from ?) 

and, more importantly, in the world of consequence (how did they help shape our 

present and future?). C umberland Co unty in its people has always had regional , 

national, and international history walking its streets, farming its fields, or greeting 

the next customer walking in the door. This excellent and well-wrought project is 

a honorable tribute to the veterans and to the value of oral history. One can only 

hope that it is the first of several volumes. 

JeffreyS. Wood 
Carlisle, PA 
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Book Review 
Hermann Wellenreuther and Carola Wessel, editors, The Moravian Mission 

Diaries ofDavidZeisberger 1772-1781. Penn State University Press, 2005. 
Maps, appendix, register of persons, index of place and river names and 
other geographical terms, bibliography, and index, 666 pages, hardcover 
$65 .00. 

Primary sources are often given a bad rap. They are dimly remembered as recalci

trant beasts from secondary school or college, dry and confusing and often in stor
age. They resist the easy gratification of false authority; indeed, radically, they re
quire the reader to think, to do more research beyond and behind and around 

them, and to think some more. They are work. Primary sources, however (and this 

is kept as a secret by the cognoscenti), are also fun. Properly approached, they are 
exciting, provocative, and astonishingly vivid in their expression of a particular 
time, place, and character. Penn State University Press has given a tremendous gift 

to the history of the state by publishing David Zeisberger's diaries, one of the most 

valuable primary so urce publications in the eighteenth century field. 
Who was David Zeisberger, and why should Cumberland County, home of the 

fierce and touchy Scots-Irish, care about his missions among the Indians? David 
Zeisberger was born in 172 1 in the Carpathian Mountains of central Europe. When 

he was a boy, he immigrated to the American colonies, which were in their century 
of involvement in European wars. This was a difficult place and time for the 

Moravians, a pre-Lutheran Protestant sect that was mercilessly persecuted in Eu
rope and that had naturally developed pacifistic tendencies. The Moravians were 

and are (they are still a vital faith) worthy of much study. In 1740 David and his 
parents made their way to Pennsylvania to help found the new Moravian town of 

Bethlehem. In 1745, having undergone missionary training, David began his life
long journeys into Indian country. He died in 1808. Being Moravian, which meant 
he was a profound believer in the written word and the efficacy thereof, he left 

many journals of his travels and adventures. 
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A scholarly edition of the journals, which are in the Moravian Archives in 
Bethlehem, was published in Germany in 1995. Penn State University Press, in 

cooperation with the Max Kade German-American Research Institute, has pub
lished in this volume the first English translation of diaries ever. Cliches aside, it is 
a landmark of tremendous importance for early American studies. 

David Zeisberger knew everyone, especially Iroquois (he was adopted into the 
Oneida community) and all other Indian groups of the Eastern Woodland cultural 
group. He spoke their languages. He observed everything carefully. He knew north
ern and western Pennsylvania and the Ohio country like the back of his hand. He 

was courageous, considerate, loving, respectful, and determined. He had a sly, ironic 
sense of humor. His day-to-day, season-to-season, year-to-year entries give a pas
sionate immediacy to early American wilderness existence that is unlike almost any 

other acco unt. Thousand of quotidian derails , from the weather to the food to 
casual conversation with all sorts of Indians to his simple grief over the death of a 
little girl in his flock, weave a wonderful three-dimensional picture of the frontier. 

Sometimes here in Cumberland County it is too easy to get caught up in the 
battles and the massacres and the political feuds. The diaries of David Zeisberger 

testify to the wider, more complex world all around our embattled valley. 
The scholarly apparatus of the book is unsurprisingly thorough and meticulous. 

The register of persons is something every book of Pennsylvania history should 

have. The entire volume is beautifully produced from the map endpapers to the 
informative footnotes. Every library worth irs Pennsylvania salt ought to own this 
book. 

JeffreyS. Wood 
Carlisle, PA 
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Book Review 
Kevin Patrick, Pennsylvania Caves & Other Rocl?y Roadside Wonders. Stackpole 

Books, 2004. Photographs, maps, diagrams, visitor information, bibli
ography, index, 248 pages, paperback $19.9 5. 

Who could ever forget a cave tour that began in a souvenir store where admission 

was paid and assurance was given by the clerk that the guide would join the couple 

at the cave entrance, and then the couple was met by the same clerk sporting a 

jacket and introducing himself as their guide for the tour? He confidently and 

professionally ignored the possibility that the couple had met him only moments 

before in another incarnation. That was only the beginning of the special charm of 

Woodward Cave at the eastern end of Penns Valley in the center of Pennsylvania. 

The great appeal of visiting caves in the state is that not only can you be awestruck 

by geology, but also you can be entertained by the Americana of their operators. 

This guide by a professor of geography at Indiana University of Pennsylvania per

fectly captures such a dual appeal. 

Every operating show cave of Pennsylvania is covered in well-written detail with 

full advice on visiting, and seven more caves that were once open for tours are 

described as well. The geologic stories are comprehensive and interesting, as are the 

human stories of the people who found, exploited, and cared for the caves over the 

years. The author also includes as part of his "rocky roadside wonders" balanced 

rocks, ice mines, open coal mines for touring, and other educational opportuni

ties . Small, undeveloped caves such as Carlisle's Cave Hill are not included, no 

matter the hoary accumulation of legends surrounding it, but it was surprising to 

read of a former cave complex in nearby Franklin County, Baker Caverns, discov

ered in 1830 and run as a tourist attraction from 1932 to 1954. Every chapter in 

the book, including the appendices, is loaded with fascinating adventures, science, 

and local historical twists and turns as engaging and mysterious as any subterra

nean trail. Period photographs and postcards help tell the stories in our brief hu

man span, while dozens of maps and diagrams tell the stories in million-year stretches 
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of geologic time. The bibliography is a model to behold: thorough, relevant, and 
suggestive of future independent research. 

Geography is destiny not only in Cumberland Valley, but in all of rhe stare. Ir 
behooves every Pennsylvanian to know ir well, from below the ground up and 
from rhe timeless past ro the hectic present. This the very best book on the subject. 

JeffreyS. Wood 
Carlisle, PA 
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Recent Acquisitions 

Original ledgers of the 'john Lefiver Dim)!," 2 volumes, given by David and Ann 
Smith. A transcription of this diary which covers the years 181 7-1864 had 

been given previously. 
"Day Book" for Isaac Haas, a tailor from Centerville, Penn Township, given by 

David and Ann Smith. The Day Book includes the years 1840-1848. 

"Select Brotherhoods: The Shippensburg Blade and White Freemasons, 1858-1919," 
by John Bland, given by the author. 

"MechanicsbUJg CemeteJ)\ "a tombstone listing of this cemetery completed and given 

by the West ShoreY Genealogy Club. 
The Carlisle Traveler's Club officially transferred their records to the Society. 

The McGown /Thompson collection, (records ofEmma McGowan for whom the 
new high school is named) have been received by the Library. 

Betty Landis Carson submitted her latest cemetery records reading. The new col
lection includes up-to-date readings of 41 cemeteries . 

The sisters of Norma Sedgwick, one of the girls murdered in the "Babes in the 

Woods" events in 1934, submitted an official copy of "The journal of Norma 
Sedgwicl?, "the story of their sister's life and tragic death. 

Photocopies of items related to the "Seven Lively Artists" given by Earl Blust. 
"Pioneer Church," and "FanC)' That," illustrated by Megan Lloyd, donated by the 

illustrator. 

Archival items related to the Kruger family and the Kruger Dairy given by Charles 

and Marlene Kruger. 
"Selected Cemeteries ofLowerAI!en Township," given by the West ShoreY Genealogy 

Club. 
The Society purchased the business ledgers of David Myers, 183 7-1887, West 

Pennsboro Township. He engaged in a variety of business ventures including 

being a cooper (barrel maker). 
Ray and Joan Bobb donated archival documents relating to the life of Florence 

Mae Wardecker. 
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Thomas Wolf donated two volumes he has written regarding the life ofEiiab Negley. 
Keith Nonemaker donated research he has completed regarding the Smarsh family. 
Marc Thompson donated research he has completed regarding the Stewart, Shover, 

and Shannon families. 
"Diplomatic Diaries ofVance McCormicl<," given by Sue Meehan. 
"Post Cards of East Pennsboro," pub! ished by the East Pennsboro Historical Society, 

given by Herb Kruger. 
Photocopy of "Reminiscences of Nettie jane Blai1; "a series of essays written by Blair 

in 1934 of her memories of life in the Cumberland Valley in the mid to late 
19th century given by Ellen B. Moore. 

Collection of archival materials relating to activities of the "Citizens for Respon
sible Government" a community activist group during the 1970s and 1980s, 
given by Diane Reed. 

Airmail Envelope- Carlisle Airport, 1941, given by Newton Robbins. 
1960s Civil Defense Collection, North Middleton Township, given by William 

Weaver. 
Bloserville High School archival items, 1911-1924, given by Atha Mae Dayton. 
Co llection of archival items from Lemoyne, particularly items regarding John B. 

Myers and Eunice Ingham Myers given by Jane Seller. 
National Guard Company Record Book Eighth Regimental Band, Carlisle, 1903-

1914 given by the Eagles Home, Carlisle. 

David Smith 
Librarian 
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Publications In Print 
THE COUNTY HERITAGE SERIES 

The Bitter Fruits: The Civil war Comes to a Small Town in Pennsylvania (1998). 
David G. Colwell $39.95 

In Pursuit of Pleasure: Leisure in Nineteenth Century Cumberland County (1997). 
Clarke Garrett $37.50 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes ( 1996). 
Members and Friends of the Cumberland County Historical Society. $35 .00 

The Indian Industrial School, 1879-1918 (1993, paperback 2000) . 
Linda F. Witmer $24.95 

" ... Drive the Road and Bridge the Ford .. . ": Highway Bridges of Nineteenth Century 
Cumberland County (1992). Paul E. Gill $24.95 

Twentieth Century Thoughts. Carlisle: The Past Hundred Years (2001). 
Ann Kramer Hoffer $29.95 

Carlisle History and Lore: Its People, Places, and Stories (2003). 
Paul D. Hoch $14.1 5 

The New way: Greeks Come to Carlisle, Pennsylvania (2003). 
Susan Eyster Meehan $22.95 

Other Books 

Atlas ofCumberland County (1858, reprint 1987). 
H.F. Bridgens $30.00 

Add Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of6% and $4 for postage and handling. 

Booklets and Pamphlets 

Three Cumberland County Woodcarvers. Milton E. Flower (1986) 

Made in Cumberland County: The First One Hundred Years. 
Cumberland County Historical Society ( 1991) 

Cumberland County History. Single issues, as available 

walking Guide to Historic Carlisle, PA (2001) 

Cemeteries of Cumberland County. Bob Davidson (2003) 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$15 .00 

History of Pine Grove Furnace. Lenore Embick Flower (revised reprint 2003) 
$7.00 

Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $2 for postage and handling. 
A complete list of Society publications in print is available on request. 


