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Jacob Fought, Carlisle Tavern Keeper, 1815-19 
Stephen B. Hatton 

The life of Jacob Fought, Carlisle tavern keeper and blacksmith, during the five 
years following the end of the War of 1812, serves as a microcosm of that period. It 

was a time of economic expansion followed by depression, of rising then plummet
ing cotton prices, and of a land boom that accompanied American westward mi
gration followed by rapidly dropping real estate values. The Second Bank failed to 

live up to its hope, and left a tangled, circular, and ill-founded credit system that 
threatened tradesmen, farmers , investors, and professionals. It was also a time of 
increasing public entertainment, and of intersecting public and private life at 

vendues, and in schools, churches, markets, organizations, and taverns. 

View of the second block of E. High Street, c. 1895. Jacob Fought's tavern was located in the 
middle of the south side on lot # 268. Photo by A. A. Line, CCHS Photo Archives. 
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As a business proprietor, Jacob Fought was a receiver and grantor of credit, suf
fered greatly from the spiraling economy and devaluation of real and personal prop
erty, was involved in a case of horse stealing, and was a host of public entertainment. 
As an innkeeper, he was a witness to and participant in the kinds of everyday events 
that were rypical of the time and helped shape the fabric of American sociery. 1 

Jacob Fought first appeared in Cumberland County in 1798, settling in 
Middleton, now North Middleton, Township, about three miles northwest of 
Carlisle.2 Mter moving several times to various rural locations in Cumberland 
County, he moved to Carlisle in 1806 and began a long tenure as proprietor of the 
tavern, Sign of the Plough and Harrow, in 1811.3 He was adversely affected by the 
economic collapse during the War of 1812.4 The most serious sign of financial 
problems began in a lawsuit brought by John Peters, former proprietor and owner 
of the Sign of the Plough and Harrow. 5 Fought had purchased the inn, constructed 
oflogs and stone, probably in 1811, for $1000, paying $100 in cash and subject to 
a $900 lien held by John Peters. 

1815: A Case of Horse Stealing 

In April 1814, Christopher Hocker, who lived on Licking Creek in Falls Town
ship, Muskingum Counry, Ohio, bought a sorrel horse from Martin Varner for 
$85. 6 The horse, sixteen hands high and six years old, had a round white star on its 
forehead the size of a dollar coin, and a small saddle marl<. Hocker also bought a 
light dun horse from Jacob Morris of Licking Township, Muskingum Counry, 
Ohio, also for $85, on 10 January 1815. This horse, the same size and age as the 
sorrel, had a bald face, white feet and hams, and black streaks on the forelegs above 
the knees and on its back to the tail. 

Hocker hired a young man, Asher Nichols, to help take the horses to Philadel
phia. Hocker agreed to pay Nichols $15 plus all expenses during the trip. They set 
out on the long winter trip on the same day Hocker purchased the dun, January 
10. Nichols had his own horse, a sorrel, slightly smaller thar, Hocker's horses and 
perhaps a little older. Nichols's horse had a bald face and spavined hind legs. It had 
a lofry bearing and carried its head and tail high. 

Josiah Simpson accompanied them as far as Wheeling, Virginia. Their eastward 
trip passed through Carlisle, Pennsylvania where they arrived on the sixth or sev
enth of February 1815. In Carlisle, they stayed at Jacob Fought's inn, Sign of the 
Plough and Harrow, located only two blocks from the town center where the court
house, market, and two established churches were. Fought's inn had a stable for 
horses and a blacksmith shop where iron parts of saddles could be repaired or 
manufactured, and horse shoes could be made and fitted. 7 

On 9 February 1815, Nichols left the inn and stable alone with Hocker's two 
horses, and without Hocker's permission. He arrived at Hummelstown, prob-
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ably the town by that name near Harrisburg. Nichols was found and brought 
back to Carlisle to stand trial for horse stealing. A great effort was made to seek 
evidence for this serious accusation. This included sending prosecution and de
fense interrogatories to the Muskingum County court, which deposed four key 
Ohio witnesses. 

Asher Nichols was indicted on a charge oflarceny, for horse stealing, on oath of 
Christopher Hocker, in the summer of 1815. The trial occurred in August 1815, 
and Jacob Fought was one of the witnesses. Asher Nichols was found guilty and 
sentenced to hard labor. 8 The bills or taxes for witnesses and the docket session 
findings do not state the term of the sentence. 

Almost concurrently, Jacob Fought served as surety tent, that is, assured court 
appearance, in another larceny case. Stephen Williams was accused of stealing money 
and a knapsack of clothes from John Husman. 9 The crime allegedly occurred in 
April1815, place unknown, but possibly in Fought's tavern. Stephen Williams was 
indicted, found guilty in August sessions, and sentenced to two years hard labor. 10 

Somewhat ironically, Jacob Fought was chosen as a traverse juror for April ses
sions 1815. 11 There is no evidence that he served on a jury in 1815, probably 
because of the potential conflict of interest with his involvement in the Nichols 
and Williams cases as well as two other cases before the courts that year. 

Though 1815 offered some respite from financial troubles, the case brought 
against Jacob Fought by his lien holder, John Peters, in 1813, remained in the 
court in 1815. This included a fieri facias (judicial writ directing the sheriff to 

satisfy a judgement from the debtor's property) in January, an inquisition on 6 
February, a summons for Fought on 8 April, a bond for his appearance on 6 May, 
a court date of 7 August, and the assignment of the bond to John Peters on 30 
September. In December, the first arbitration meetings took place. 12 In addition, 
Fought was named as a minor creditor of John Conner, who filed an insolvency 
petition on 16 July 1815. 13 

1816: Fun and Legal Problems 

In spite of more financial problems and the continuing case of john Peters v. 
jacob Fought, Fought remained as proprietor of the Sign of the Plough and Har
row. There were two happy events in 1816. He served as witness to a wedding and 
as host to an entertainment. 

Jacob Fought and George Pattison witnessed the marriage of Robert Elliot and 
Margaret Boyd on 22 July 1816. 14 The couple wedded in the Silver Spring Presby
terian Church north of Mechanicsburg, where one of Fought's brothers lived. 
Though the church record only lists him as "J Fought", and this raises the possibil
ity that this was John Fought, Jacob's brother, the fact that George Pattison was a 
next-door neighbor of]acob in Carlisle makes it likely that this was Jacob. 
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In March, Jacob Fought hosted the first documented show in Cumberland 

County of wild animals. 15 This menagerie, the precursor of the modern circus, was 

held at his inn. Seven living and two preserved animals were displayed, announced 

in a hyperbolic newspaper advertisement. 16 The living animals included an elk, a 
five-footed pig, a ram with four horns, a lamb with five legs one of which was 

longer than the others and grew out of its breast, a pelican with a seven-foot wing

span, the only royal eagle from the West Indies in the United States, and an ape. In 

addition, a sea tiger and an alligator were exhibited along with other curiosities. 

The animals could be viewed from 8 am until 9 pm for an admission of 25 cents 
for adults, half-price for children. 

Jacob Fought may also have enjoyed participating in the vendue of Ross 
Mitchell. 17 There he bought a wagon whip. His brother, Peter, attended, as did 

other acquaintances . 

Similar to the John Conner situation of 1815, Jacob Fought was named as a 
minor creditor by William Beatty, who filed an insolvency petition on 7 February 

1816. 18 

The financial storm darkened further in 1816. Again, the John Peters case pro

gressed in the courts. The arbitrators ruled in favor of Peters, and Fought appealed. 19 

A new bond was signed by Fought and assigned to Peters. 

In November, Jacob Fought and James Bredin sued James Gorman for $166.37 

plus interest owed to Gorman by Michael Longsdorff. 20 Also, Andrew Boden, Esq. 

was owed money due to Gorman arising from a judgement on Boden's docket on 

an action of replevin pending in the Court of Common Pleas in August 1813, in 

which Gorman was plaintiff and Frederick Switzer was defendant. The latter judge

ment was for $329. Foreign attachments (legal process of seizing a non-resident's 

property to satisfy a judgement) were dated 16 August and 25 October 1816, with 

an alias foreign attachment dated 9 November. This was complicated by a judge

ment against Fought on 18 September 1816 before a justice of the peace. 21 This 

claim, brought by Longsdorff, led to Michael Longsdorff v. jacob Fought. 
With the complex intertwining of interpersonal credit and mounting pressure 

on Fought, he sued John Bier master for a debt of $18 .75 .22 Judgement for Fought 

was rendered 19 June. 

In the meantime, Joseph Hays filed suit against Fought for $64.50. The sum

mons demand was dated 31 December, a trying end to a busy year. 23 

1817: The Gathering Financial Storm Forces a Move 
joseph Hays v. jacob FQughtcontinued to January sessions 1817. A judgement for 

the plaintiff for $64.50 plus court costs of 99 1/z cents was found 8 January. It was 

certified and filed 14 January. Thus the year got off to a bad start. 
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Michael Longsdor./fv. jacob Fought also continued to 1817. A debt levy of$75.75 
plus court costs of$2.75 was made on Fought on 19 February 1817. The certiorari 
(writ requesting a certified record) was dated 1 March. 

The case of john Peters v. jacob Fought, begun in 1813, and the most serious civil 
case in Fought's career, took a sudden and unexpected turn in 1817. Fought counter
sued John Peters for violating a contract. 24 He argued that Peters failed to assign 
him the title as agreed. This prevented Fought from selling the house/tavern to 
John Moreland who offered Fought $6500 for it. The case went to arbitration, and 
three arbitrators were chosen on 25 August. jacob Fought v. john Peters documents 
a cat and mouse game of scheduled and deferred attempts at arbitration. No fewer 
than five arbitration dates were set, then rescheduled, because one of the parties 
was absent. Finally, the arbitration meeting was held at the home of George Hendel 
on 26 November. The arbitrators found in favor of Fought and awarded damages 
of $400. On 15 December, Peters appealed, and the Peters-Fought case dragged on 
yet again. 

The financial pressure on Fought mounted. In what was probably a move of 
desperation, he moved to Mechanicsburg where for one year he operated a tavern 
the name of which is unknown. He filed a petition for a tavern license in April 
1817.25 This was a new tavern but an "old tavern keeper." The tavern was located 
in Mechanicsburg in East Pennsborough Township. Fought obtained ten signa
tures vouching for his character as well as the suitability of the tavern as a place for 
public entertainment. 

At the same time, George Crocker applied for a tavern license to operate the 
Sign of the Plough and Harrow in April 1817.26 During Crocker's tenure, Leonard 
Wolff accused John Rice of stealing money from his buckskin pocket while they 
were in Crocker's tavern Y This occurred on 12 August. The money consisted of 
orders and notes from various merchants and a bank. 

During this time, Jacob Fought attended three vendues, an unusually high num
ber in a short period of time, explained by his dire economic situation and by his 
move to Mechanicsburg. 28 At the vendue of Jacob Hauser, held 24 June and 23 
August 1817, Fought bought a boar, two pigs, and three halter chains, one for each 
animal. 29 He attended the vendue of Nicholas Bobbin East Pennsborough Town
ship with his brother John. 30 It was held on 15 August and 7 November. He bought 
some weavers' gears. 

Finally, Fought attended the vendue of Christian Sweiler, also of East 
Pennsborough. 31 This was held 22 August. He bought a three-foot bridle and a bag 
with 2 1

/ 2 bushels of wheat. 
1818: Sheriff Sale 

1818 was a turning point in Jacob Fought's life, though not many events are 
recorded as occurring that year. In desperation to keep his economic head above 
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the water, he sued a neighbor, George Pattison, with whom he had witnessed the 
marriage mentioned earlier. 32 He and George, a saddler, had cooperated for anum
ber of years in repair of their respective customer's jobs. George did the leather 
work and Jacob the ironwork on saddles. jacob Fought v. Ge01ge Pattison docu
ments the work Fought performed for George but had not been paid for. This was 
for work between 1806 and 1810, so the capias debt dated 11 April 1818 was a 
final attempt to get enough money to avoid the loss of his house. With the nation's 
economy spiraling out of control, George submitted a counter-claim and eventu
ally lost his own house and place of business . 33 

Fought moved back to run the Sign of the Plough and Harrow, but under obvi
ously dire circumstances.34 On 8 June, Henry Hoerner filed for insolvency.35 He 
owed Fought $8.28. 

As the culmination of the six-year battle of john Peters v. jacob Fought, and a fieri 
focias, Fought's house-tavern was sold at a sheriff sale.36 Technically, the sale was 
forced at the suit of Conrad Eckert for use of George Bollinger and John Reitzel 
and now John Immel and John Reitzel. The Eckert suit was based on a bond for 
$9 17.50 signed on 19 November 1814, and another for $ 1100 signed on 9 March 
1815, likely borrowed by Fought to pay the lien to John PetersY The sheriff sale 
took place on 6 November 1819, and the deed poll (deed made by one party) is 
dated 8 January 1819.38 The sale was for $100. This house, it may be recalled, was 
valued at $ 1000 in 1811 and valued at $6500 by Moreland during the real estate 
boom. 
1819: Insolvency 

On 13 January, Samuel Blake filed a petition of insolvency.39 He owed Jacob 
Fought just one dollar, but it was one more sign of the impending disaster. 

Finally, on 20 February 1819, Fought filed a petition as an insolvent debtor. 40 

The petition was accepted on 10 April. His signature on the assignment of all real, 
personal, and mixed property, is smudged, shaky, hesitant, and full of anxiety. At 
the time of this original application on 20 February, he was in debtor's prison as a 
result of the suit of John Peters for the sum of $500 (the $900 lien less the $400 
damage awarded to Fought referred to earlier). His signature on the application, 
subscribed out of necessity, was made in the very jail some hardware of which he as 
blacksmith had repaired years earlier. 41 

Many people owed him money, including some substantial amounts by some 
who had earlier died or left the county. These included $100 by James Morrison, 
$ 100 by Thomas Mitchell, $100 by Samuel Jackson, Jr. , $90 by James Mullin, and 
$80 by Andrew Armstrong, and the $400 by John Peters which was still under 
appeal, subtotaling $870 owed Fought. In addition, 93 other people owed Fought 
money subtotaling $879.52. The total credits due him were thus $1749.52, easily 
enough to pay off the lien on his house and tavern and all associated court costs. 
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Fought owed debts to 42 people, businesses, or the government. The debts to
taled $3087, including the $900 owed to John Peters, $900 owed to Conrad Eckert, 
and $600 owed to his brother-in-law, Benjamin Crane. One of the debts was $5 
owed to George Crocker, who ran his tavern for one year beginning in the spring 
of 181 7. Several debts represented money forfeited when the person for whom 
Jacob provided bail or tent for court appearance failed to appear in court. 

The reasons Fought gave for his insolvency provides a glimpse into society at the 
time. As mentioned, many people owed him money but were unable to pay him 
because of the economic hard times. John Sponsler owed him $ 100, bur Sponsler 
filed for insolvency. Samuel Jackson, Jr., who owed Fought $ 100 as mentioned 
above, absconded from the county so his debt could not be collected. Jacob Lands 
owed Fought $50, left the county, and ended up in a Washington jail where he 
diedY 

The War of 1812 took its financial roll on Fought. Robert Dougherty, who 
owed him $40, left to fight in the War and died. Andrew Armstrong also died after 

marching to the front in the spring of 1814, and he had left unsettled a $90 debt to 
Fought. James Mullin, listed as a debtor above, left to fight in the War of 1812 and 
never returned. 43 

Some of Fought's personal property was forcibly sold in 1816 for less than its 
worth to satisfY creditors .44 Fought nevertheless continued to operate the Sign of 
the Plough and Harrow. 

Later in the year, other legal and financial matters continued to plague Jacob 

Fought. In November, Jacob Stouffer signed a note for $15 to Fought. 45 Dated 19 
November, it was due in three months. Because Fought was indebted to Robert 
McC!an, he reassigned the note to McC!an on 29 December. The following year, 
judgement was for Fought, but the case continued in court until at least 1824 
when a capias ad satisfociendum (writ of execution commanding the sheriff to keep 

the person named safe and have him before the court on a designated date) , an 
alias scire facias (writ requiring a person to show cause why the record should not 
be vacated), and a fieri facias were executed. 

Also in November, John Eckert, named as a debtor in Fought's insolvency, and 

a former tavern keeper himself, sued Fought for $16.46 This was for non-payment 
of debt for a saddle Eckert claimed to have delivered to Fought's hostler at Fought's 

request. After three arbitration meetings, the plaintiff won the claimed judgement 
plus costs . 

George Pattison was deposed at the beginning of the year in connection with 
the April1818 capias over accrued debt from 1806-1810.47 In his disposition, he 
made financial claims against Fought. In December 1819, Pattison's property was 

made available at a sheriff sale. 48 
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Conclusion 

The character of America was founded on risk-taking, initiative, and ambition. 
The classless society encouraged egalitarian sociability, and was characterized by 
democratization based on hard work, education, and equal accesss to printed pub
lications, and a merging of public and private life in the market place, churches, 
organizations, and taverns. 

These characteristics were part of the cotton, land, and trade boom that fol
lowed the War of 1812. But because of readily available credit, an economy based 
on paper, land, and oral promises, the bubble burst with a dramatic fall in prices, a 
rapid fall in real property value, and a fracturing of the common credit system 

erected in the populace between merchant and shopper, neighbor and neighbor, 
friend and friend, and among family members. At the bottom of the economic 
ladder, people suffered. All this can be seen in increased insolvency petitions, crowd
ing of debtor's prisons, sheriff sales, and an inability of tradesmen and farmers to 

pay bills. 
Risk-taking and initiative had their downside, and Jacob Fought found himself 

squeezed as creditor and debtor, caught by land value depression, and fighting for 
his economic well-being. As a tavern keeper near the center of Carlisle, he was in a 
position to profit and suffer from the economic turmoil during this period. He also 

was a participant in and witness to the blurring between public and private life in 
his tavern, which at times became almost an annex to the courtroom, became a 

stage for wild animal entertainment, and the scene of a horse stealing. 
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39 . Samuel Blake Insolvency Petition #28 1, CCP 
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41 . See Hatton, "Jacob Fought's Early Years. " 

42. Jacob Fought Insolvency Petition. 
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43 . Jacob Foughr Insolvency Peririon; see also Harron, "The Trials of a Tavern Keeper." 
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The Works of Henry Ganss 
Daniel J Heisey 

For twenty years, from 1890 to 1910, Father Henry Ganss served as pastor of Saint 
Patrick's Catholic Church in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. During that time he produced 

historical and musical works achieving international appreciation. He has merited 
entries in two prominent works of reference- The Dictional')' of American Biogra
phy and The New Catholic Encyclopedia-rare for one whose activities one would 

assume deserved only parochial notice. 1 He had, one newspaper records, "a charm 
that made the circle of his friends far outrun professional or church lines. "2 The 
paper expanded this remark by naming among those friends a renowned musician, 

John Philip Sousa, and a famous music critic, James Gibbons Huneker, the latter a 
lapsed Catholic, the former an Episcopalian and 

Freemason. A rival newspaper confirms the pic
ture, recalling Ganss as "a man of command

ing presence, pleasing address, and winning 
disposition," adding, "church lines were for

gotten in dealing with" Ganss. 3 

Ganss's historical writings fall into two 

groups, local and European. His History ofSaint 
Patricl/s Church, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, (1895) 
is still useful, and alone amongst local histori

ans of his day, Ganss cites the learned mono

graphs and public records he quotes. 4 Such a 
practice one may trace to his education by the 
German Benedictines of Saint Vincent Abbey 

(now Archabbey) near Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 
Ganss, born on 22 February, 1855, to Hessian 

immigrants settled in the city of Lancaster, was 
at age thirteen sent to Saint Vincent; his par- The Reverend H. G. Ganss. Undated 

ents wanted him to get a classical education portrait courtesy of the St. Patrick's 
Church Archives. 
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from the Church. Ganss discerned a call to the priesthood-but not monastic 
life-and in 1878 was ordained for the diocese of Harrisburg. 

During his ten years at Saint Vincent, Ganss was taught by priests who had 
studied in Bavaria. Boniface Wimmer, founder abbot, had studied at Munich's 
Ludwig Maximilian University under Joseph von Gorres, historian of mediaeval 
mysticism, and Father Alphonse Heimler, college president in Ganss's day, had 
studied there as we!P Ganss regarded Wimmer as a saint, and of Heimler he re
called, "Educator he was to a superlative degree, but to this he added the attribute 
of a most sagacious and successful administrator. "6 While Heimler's "ungovernable 
temper" made his regime "more Spartan than maternal, " his students could speak 
fluent Latin and German as well as English. 7 Also looming large in Ganss's educa
tion was Joseph Maurice Schwab, a layman originally from Munich. Schwab taught 
music, Ganss's passion since childhood, and Ganss admired Schwab's strict disci
pline, although Schwab did not appreciate Ganss's fondness for such modern com
posers as Richard Wagner. 8 

As for the reverence Ganss had for Abbot Boniface Wimmer, one scene will 
suffice.9 After the ordination Mass, with "[t]he holy unction of my ordination still 
moist on my hands, " Ganss encountered Wimmer "in the monastery corridor. " 
Wimmer hastened towards Ganss and addressed him "affectionately by my Chris
tian name;" he wished Ganss "the fullest measure of God's grace in the holy priest
hood" and then "dropt [sic] on his lmees and asked for my blessing. " Ganss said 
later, "I felt the way poor St. Peter felt at the feerwashing on Holy Thursday." 

Ganss himself once said of the Germanic method of historiography, "It begins 
with original research and penetrates the very fountainhead." 10 He further claimed, 
"It lifts history from the humble sphere of a profession to that of an authoritative 
science." 11 He was too good a musician, though, to declare history only a science; 
he saw its artistic aspect and appreciated that the first recorded story-tellers were 
poets. While he praises Leopold von Ranke of Germany, foremost of the scientific 
historians of the nineteenth century, Ganss also has good words for Thomas 
Babington Macaulay, a Scot whose lyrical English prose sometimes outshines his 
research. Ganss was confident that patient archival study would triumph over hack
work; he concluded, "the Catholic Church has nothing to fear, all to hope and 
gain by the new scientific school of history."12 These sentiments were in the wake 
of Pope Leo XIII opening the Vatican Archives to secular scholars, saying that the 
Church had nothing to fear from the truth. 13 

The ethos of Saint Vincent was miss ionary, founded in 1846 to minister to 
German Catholic immigrants and to bring Protestants back across the Tiber. Ganss's 
second book, Mariolatry: New Phases of an Old Fallacy, (1897) was apologetic, 
defending Marian devotion; his polemic answered a sermon preached on 29 Sep
tember, 1895, at Dickinson College by one of its alumni, William M. Frysinger, 
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pastor of Carlisle's Allison Methodist Episcopal Church. Frysinger had advenised 
and then published his sermon, to Ganss a clear challenge to a literary duel. 

Pan of Ganss's attempt at historical objectivity included printing as the first 
section of this book the full text of Frysinger's sermon. While Ganss was eager to 

demolish what he called "a tissue of misrepresentation from beginning to end," 14 

he wanted to make clear his efforts were not "aimed at Methodism or its minis
try."1 5 As a priest-first in Milton, then in Carlisle-Ganss had "constant contact 

with clerical and lay members of the Methodist Church," and he had been im
pressed by "the zeal, self-denial, and pervasive charity revealed in many of their 
lives." 16 Still, with Frysinger's sermon he was meticulous and merciless, citing Scrip

ture, the Fathers of the Church, and Protes tant authors, from Manin Luther to 

John Ruskin, from John Calvin to Rudyard Kipling. One reader described the 
book having "a great deal of useful erudition, enforced by carefully authenticated 
texts, all combined in a pleasant sryle of diction ." 17 

Ganss's other historical works focused on the Protestant Reformation, and his 

standing may be gauged by his lengthy entry on Martin Luther in The CathoLic 
EncycLopedia (191 0). From boyhood Ganss had a command of German, giving 

Farher Ganss playing rhe piano in his srudy in Sr. Parrick's Recrory, c. 1905. Unforrunarely rhe 

original glass negarive is broken. Pharo by A. A. Line, CCHS Pharo Archives. 
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him fluency with Luther's own vvritings as well as those of German scholars of 
Luther. Ganss's personal library held some 5,000 volumes, 800 on Luther. 18 To 
Ganss, Luther was one of the pivotal figures of history, yet one whose biogra

phers seemed wholly panisan. Like a missionary defacing pagan idols, Ganss 
never veered from controversy, and his otherwise impeccable scholarship is some
times marred by a pugilistic force found also in the eloquently pummeling histo
ries of Ganss's younger contemporary, Hilaire Belloc. "Dr. Ganss," a local 
newspaper sa id, "was a most formidable controversialist and exhausted every sub
ject he undertook to discuss. " 19 

C loser to home Ganss again used history to defend the faith. Three articles in 
the Jesuits' journal The !Vfessenger were also printed between separate covers-the 

resulting booklet being now nearly a lost work-and they address the anti-Catho
lic bias Ganss perceived in Violet Oaldey's murals in the Capitol in Harrisburg. 20 

Begun in 1902 and installed at Thanksgiving, 1906, the murals decorated the 
governor's reception room in the new Capitol. Governor Sam uel W Pennypacker 
called the room "beautiful. "2 1 Oaldey, influenced by Howard Pyle, depicted in 

vivid co lors and romantic poses scenes from European history she believed illus
trated the development of religious libertyY 

In 1905 the paintings were exhibited ar Philadelphia's Pennsylvania Academy of 

Fine Arts, where presumably Ganss saw them. He later wrote rhar the paintings 
"nor only sin against good taste and propriety, but are indirect violations of histori
cal truth. "23 Worse, "they will kindle the very religious animosity whose evils they 

pretend to portray. "24 Most offensive to Ganss was the evident approval by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. H e denounced this "official sanct ion of mon
strous fa lsehood. "25 Ganss in his articles discussed rhe breaches of liberty, civi l and 

religious, made by Protestant governments, whether in England under Henry VIII 
or in Geneva under John Calvin. Ganss's crit icism of Oaldey's murals became na

tional news, the New Yorl< Times calling Ganss "one of the besr-lmown scholars in 
the American Cathol ic priesthood. "26 

One article by Ganss, printed in three parts, defies our two categories. In 1902 
James Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore appointed Ganss financial agent for Catho
lic Indian Missions, 27 and in that role Ganss wrote a three-part article, "The Present 

Status of the Catholic Indian Problem," published during the second half of 1907 
in The Messenger. Ganss's pastorate in Carl isle included ministering to the sizeable 

Catholic population of students at the Indian Industrial School, and in April , 1907, 

The Messenger published his account of the school. 
The superintendent of the School, General Richard Henry Pratt, insisted all 

students attend Protestant chapel , a requirement creating for Ganss a contentious 

minisrry. 28 Sparring with Pratt brought Ganss into association with Mother M. 
Katharine Drexel , whose "royal munificence" Ganss praised. 29 Drexel sent her nuns 
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and her money to help educate the Catholic Indians in Carlisle; the church's cur
rent rectory was originally a school built by Drexel. 

Outside his religious devotions (one may with charity assume), Ganss's first love 

was music. From Saint Vincent College (from the first enjoying a universal char
ter) Ganss had in 1876 earned a doctorate of music, and he was a gifted pianist. 
Yet, speaking of himself in the third perso n, Ganss claimed, "[i]n his studies he 
never cut a wide swath," but after being ordained priest, "he set tled down to hard 

practice on the piano and in composition."30 Ganss's music is in the style of Haydn 
and Mozart, perhaps not surprising given his education, and something of a flam

boyant style of playing the piano may be guessed from his masterful essay on Franz 
Liszt for The Catholic Encyclopedia. Ganss cultivated a flowing mane of hair, combed 
straight back, and so even in personal grooming one can see the influence ofLiszt, 
a Franciscan tertiary never lacking in self-confidence. 

When in 1892 Ganss built for Saint Patrick's parish a new church on East Pomfret 
Street, he made sure that, among the Four Evangelists and the Good Shepherd, 
one of the stained glass windows depicted Saint Cecilia, patron saint of musicians . 

Under his supervision, also, came the church's new Kimball organY Older resi
dents of Carlisle recall being told that on summer evenings Ganss would open the 

windows of his book-lined study, where stood his Steinway grand piano, and play 
classical music. Neighbors of the rectory sa t on their porches and enjoyed the free 

concert. Ganss also taught music, one of his students, Joseph Byron Kling, per
forming at the rectory in the winter of 1906; the newspaper noted that the young 
man's recital featured one work by Bach and three by Liszt, "all of which was ren
dered without musical score."32 Clearly, Ganss was an exacting teacher. 

Until the liturgical reforms of Pope Pius X (1903), Saint Vincent was known for 
orchestral Masses, and the abbey's first abbot, Wimmer, delighted in the lilt of 
flutes and the reverberation of kettle drums. 33 "And when saints like he [sic]," Ganss 

asked, "came to such conclusions, what could be expected from the rank and file? "34 

Among Ganss's four Masses is a requiem for Wimmer, described as "a simple four

part Mass, ... new and novel, melodious within limited lines of difficulty, and eccle
siastical in tone."35 In 1889 Ganss's march, "The Banner of the Sea," won first 

prize in a competition held by the United States Navy. Ganss competed with 145 
musicians "from this country and abroad," namely England and Wales, for the 

honor of composing an anthem to honor the heroism of American sailors rescuing 
victims of an earthquake in Samoa.36 Ganss also wrote waltzes, and his hymn, 
"Long Live the Pope," was published in t\venry-five languages and sung by choirs

including that of the Sistine Chapel-until the liturgical reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-1965). 

In 1910 Harrisburg's Catholic bishop, John Shanahan, transferred an ailing Ganss 
to Saint Mary's Church in Lancaster. Ganss had for several years been suffering 
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from fatigue so unique as to send him to a medical specialist at Saint Agnes Hospi
tal in Philadelphia. In January, 1909, he drew up his last will and testament. Around 
1910 Ganss began to type a memoir of his school days, doing so in part "to while 
away the tedium.of a prolonged confinement in an invalid's room."37 In that mem
oir he says he is now "forging heavy historical ammunition for the Catholic Encyclo
pedia,"38 but aside from his entry on Luther, none of the others required the work 
of his earlier historical articles . Throughout his life, his writing and composing 
came amidst the busy rounds of a parish priest. 

While his own writing lagged, Ganss encouraged Jeremiah Zeamer, a local his
torian in Carlisle, to pursue his research disproving the folklore surrounding Molly 
Pitcher, celebrated for reputed exploits during the Battle of Monmouth. At the end 
of one letter to Zeamer, though, Ganss added, "Pardon my wretched scrawl; I am 
still in the hands of the doctor."39 Ganss could not attend the diocesan synod of 
1911, and doctors diagnosed "hardening of the arteries. "40 In the course of time, 
Ganss's disease caused him to lose stamina and several toes. Ganss continued to 
decline in health, and on 24 December, 1912, he wrote to Katharine Drexel to 
thank her for "the pretty Madonna," arriving in Lancaster while he was in Philadel
phia undergoing treatment, adding, "[m]y condition still leaves much to improve; 
I don't look for a restoration to health. "41 Next day, while enjoying a vast and 
Teutonic Christmas dinner with his four siblings in Lancaster, Henry Ganss re
moved his eyeglasses to clean them but fainted, never regaining consciousness. He 
died that night, the cause being called a cerebral hemorrhage. He was buried be
neath a massive granite monument in Saint Mary's Cemetery, LancasterY 

Appendix: Bibliography of Historical and Musical Works 
Historical 

Manuscript: 
"Fugitive Recollections, Musical and Unmusical, 1868-1878, by an Old Alum
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"The Crisis in the Church of England," The Catholic World 70 (January, 1900) 

437-447. 

18 
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"Sir Thomas More and the Persecution of Heretics: An Historical Inquiry," Ameri
can Catholic Quarter6t Review 25 (July, 1900) 531-548. 
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"The Jesuits and Tyrannicide: Did the Jesuits Teach the Doctrine of Assassinating 
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"Luther's Latest Biographer," The Messenger 38 (November, 1902) 3-28. 
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"The English Bible in Pre-Reformation Times," The Messenger 44 (December, 1905) 

545-566. 
"Luther's 'Table Talk'," American EcclesiasticaL Review 33 (December, 1905) 643-

644. 
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"Luther in Protestant Pictorial and Biographical Portraiture," American Ecclesiasti
caL Review 43 (September, 1910) 300-310. 

"Franz Liszt," The Catholic Enqclopedia 9 (New York: Robert Appleton Co., 191 0) 
285-286. 

"Martin Luther," The Catholic Enqclopedia 9 (New York: Robert Appleton Co., 
1910) 438-458. 

"Johann Tetzel," The Catholic Enqclopedia 14 (New York: Robert Appleton Co., 
1912) 539-541. 

Musical 
"Amaranth Waltzes," Philadelphia: Mirsalis & Hamel, 1875. 
"The Banner of the Sea," Philadelphia: Lee & Walker, n. d. 
"Second Mass in D Major," Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co., 1889. 
"First Mass in D," Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co., 1891. 
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Endnotes 
I. G[eorge] I. C[hadwick], "Henry George Ganss, " in Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone, eds., 

The Dictionmy ofAmericrl!l Biogmph)' 7 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1931) 128-129; 

H. E. Meyers, "Henry George Ganss, " The New Catholic Enqclopedia 6 (Washington, D. C. : 

The Catholic University of America Press, 1967) 280-281. See also L.A. D., "The Reverend 

Henry G . Ganss, !vlus.D .," Records of the American Catholic Historical SocieiJ' 25 (1914) 179-

182, The Catholic Enqclopedia and Its Makers (New York: The Encyclopedia Press, 191 7) 62, 

and Georgina Pel! Curris, ed., The American Catholic \Yihos Who (Sainr Louis: B. Herder, 1911) 

230. 

2. "Funeral of Rev. Dr. Henry G . Ganss on Tuesday," The Evening Sentinel (27 December, 1912) 

4. 
3. "The Rev. H. G. Ganss D ies ar Lancaster While Earing Dinner," Carlisle Evening Hemic! (26 

December, 1912) 1. 

4. This book first appeared in rwo parrs in rhe Philadelphia journal, Rec01ds of the American 
Catholic Historical Socie1J'6 (1895) 266-350; 353-422. 

5. Jerome Oergen , !11ission to America: A HistOI)' of Saint Vincent Archabbe)\ the First Benedictine 
/V!onaste/y in the United States (Washington, D. C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 

2000) 147; Jerome Oergen, An American Abbot: Boniface Winmw; 0. S. B., 1809-1887 (Wash

ington, D. C.: The Carbolic Universiry of America Press, 1997) 10. 

6. [Henry Ganss], "Fugirive Recollections, Musical and Unmusical, 1868-1878, by an Old Alum

nus," 33. Typescript, Arch ives of Sainr Vincenr Archabbey. 

7. Ibid. , 33-34. 

8. See [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections," 8, 11-12. 

20 



9. What follows comes from [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections, " 50. 

10. H. G. Ganss, "The Fate of Historical Falsification," American Catholic Quarter(y Review 75 

(January, 1900) 74. 

11. Ibid., 76. 

12. Ibid., 88. 

13. Owen Chadwick, Catholicism and Histo1y: The Opening of the Vatican Archives (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1978) 102. 

14. Henry G . Ganss, A1ariolatJy: New Phases of an Old Fallacy (Notre Dame: The Ave Maria, 

1897) 14. 

15. Ibid., 15 . 

16. Ibid., 15-16. 

17. Anonymous review, American Ecclesiastical Review 18 (May, 1898) 547. 

18. "Rev. Father Henry G. Ganss Dies at Lancaster," The Evening Sentinel (26 December, 1912) 2. 

Ganss bequeathed his books on Luther to the Benedictines of Belmonr, North Carolina: 

Lancaster County Will Book V-2, pages 236-237. Ganss knew the abbot, Leo Haid, formerly 

of Saint Vincent, and on 11 Apri l, 1894, had played the organ at the dedication of Belmont's 

abbey church: Paschal Baumstein, lviy Lord of Belmont: A Biogmphy of Leo Haid (Belmont: 

Herald House, 1985) 125, 219. 

19. "Funeral of Rev. Dr. Henry G. Ganss on Tuesday," The Evening Sentinel (27 December, 1912) 

4. 
20. "Painted Falsehoods in a State Capital," The Messenger 45 (March, 1906) 305. See The Na

tional Union Catalogue: Pre-1956 Imprints 190 (London: Mansell, 1972) 401. For The Messen
ger (as well as American Ecclesiastical Review), see Frank Luther Matt, A HistOIJ' of American 
Magazines, 1885-1905 (Cambridge: Bellmap Press, Harvard University Press, 1957) 298 . 

21. Samuel W. Pennypacker, The Desecmtion and Profonation of the Pennsylvania Capitol (Philadel

phia: William]. Campbell , 1911) 23 . 

22. Violet Oakley, "The Vision ofWilliam Penn: Mural Paintings in the Capitol of Pennsylvania," 

Penns)dvania Hist01y 20 (October, 1953) 328. See Patricia Likos, "Violet Oaldey: Lady Mural 

Painter," PennsJ'Ivania Heritage 14 (Fall, 1988) 16, 19. 

23 . H. G. Ganss, "The Reformers and the Persecution of Heretics," The Messenger 44 (October, 

1905) 330. 

24. Ibid. 
25. H. G. Ganss, "The English Bible in Pre-Reformation Times," The Messenger 44 (December, 

1905) 566. 

26. "Scores Capitol Paintings," The New l'ork Times (12 February, 1906) 7:2. 

27. ''Agent of the Catholic Indian Schools," The Messenger 37 (February, 1902) 209. This notice 

incorrectly reports Ganss "resigned his parish. " 

28. Linda F. Witmer, The Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 1879-1918 (Carlisle: 

Cumberland County Historical Society, 1993) 28 . 

29. H . G. Ganss, "The Present Status of the Catholic Indian Problem, III: Catholic and Govern

ment Indian Schools: Some Suggestions," The Messenger 48 (November, 1907) 436. 

30. [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections, " 40 . 

21 



3 1. "Sr. Patrick's Pipe Organ," Carlisle Dai6' Hemld (19 November, 1897) I. 

32. "Piano Recital by Master Joseph Byron Kling," Carlisle Volunteer (16 February, 1906) 1. 

33. Fred J. Moleck, "Music at Sr. Vincent under Abbot Boni face Wimmer," The American 

Bmedictine Review 14 (June, 1963) 259 . 

34 . [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections," 38 . 

35 . Anonymous review, American Ecclesiastical Review 22 (February, 1900) 2 17 . 

36. D. ]. K., "Obituary: Rev. Dr. H enry G. Ganss, " St. Vincmt College joumal 22 (February, 191 3) 

264; see also [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections," 40. 

37. [Ganss], "Fugitive Recollections," I . 

38. Jbid. ,4 1. 

39. H . G. Ganss to Jeremiah Zeamer, 3 1 January, 1910, Zeamer Papers, C umberland County 

Historical Society. 

40. "Rev. Father Henry G. Ganss Dies at Lancaster," The Evening Sentinel (26 December, 191 2) 2. 

For his absence from the synod: Statuta Diocesis Harrisbrngensis quae in Synoclo Diocesana Sixta 

(Philadelphia: The Dolphin Press, 1911 ) 6. 

4 1. H . G . Ganss to Katharine Drexel, 24 December, 191 2, Archives of the Sisters of the Blessed 

Sacrament; photocopy filed with Ganss's "Fugitive Recollections," Arch ives of Saint Vincent 

Arch abbey. 

42 . "In Memoriam," Historical Papers and Addresses of the Lancaster County Historical Society 17 

(January, 191 3) 42-43 . 

22 



The Estate of Peter Helbron 
Daniel]. Heisey 

Beneath Saint Patrick's Church on East Pomfret Street in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
are the mortal remains of Peter Helbron. He was a German Capuchin priest, his 
parish being in Westmoreland County. His subterranean presence in Cumberland 
County raises obvious questions, and those questions lead to a glimpse into the 
daily life of a country priest in early nineteenth-century America. This paper will 
look at Father Helbron's life, with special attention to the inventory of his estate. 
That inventory, originally filed with the Cumberland County Register ofWills, is 
now in the Cumberland County Historical Society. 

Of Peter Helbron's early life, little is known. In the following paragraphs we will 
rely heavily upon Henry 
Ganss, local historian and 
Catholic priest, whose ac
count of Peter Helbron 
seems to derive in large part 
from oral tradition Ganss 
himself had heard. 1 

Helbron was born in 1739 
in the Rhineland, near 
Hilbringen, whence derives 
the surname, and he may 
have known French veter
ans of the American war for 
independence. As a young 
man Helbron became a 
good horseman and served 
in the Prussian army, giving 
him a life-long military 
bearing in the saddle. In 

Inrerior of St. Patrick's Church. The grave ofHelbron is op
posite the statue of St. Patrick (left of main altar), under the 
communion rai ling. CCHS Photo Archives. 
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1758 he entered the Capuchin Order, and his younger brother, Charles Andrew, 

entered the Order in 1764, taking the name John the Baptist. Both men were 

ordained and served as priests in Pennsylvania, sailing in 1787 from Rotterdam on 

the Dorothea. 
In 1790 the younger Helbron sailed from Philadelphia with the intention of 

returning to Germany to raise money for the Catholic churches in Pennsylvania. A 

Spanish ship intercepted his ship, and in due course the ships landed in Spain. 

Helbron sought to cross France for Germany. The bloodbath of the French Revo

lution was at high tide, and violent lovers of liberty nursed hatred for royalty and 

religion. Charles Helbron was arrested in Bayonne; there on 25 November, 1793, 

he was beheaded by means of a guillotine.2 

In 1791 Peter Helbron was named by Bishop John Carroll pastor of Holy Trin

ity Church, Philadelphia; the previous four years had seen him serving at Saint 

Paul 's Church in Goshenhoppen, Berks County. Surviving from this time is a letter 

in Latin from the bishop granting Helbron permission to expose for veneration 

various relics, including one of the True Cross. Helbron had written the bishop, 

presumably in Latin, requesting such permission. 3 

In the summer of 1796 a priest and former professor from Austria, John 

Nepomucene Goetz, was assigned by Bishop Carroll to assist Helbron. 4 Goetz be

lieved that he should have been pastor, and his murmuring divided the congrega

tion, who voted to dismiss Helbron in favor of Goetz. Th is parliamentary procedure 

would have been in keeping with the workings of a Baptist congregation, but un

der Roman Catholic Canon Law, only the local bishop can remove a parish priest. 

Helbron defied the congregation's resolution to dismiss him. The bishop from 

his chancery in Baltimore intervened, saying he would not remove Helbron, since 

to do so "would be in fact to acknowledge the propriety of that proceeding, by 

which he was discharged." 5The bishop said he might consider reassigning Helbron 

only "if he should consider himself as a bar to restoration of peace, & offer volun

tarily to surrender his appointment. "6 The controversy simmered into the autumn 

months, and by winter Helbron was assisting at Saint Joseph's Church in Philadel

phia. When events caught up with Goetz, the bishop declared that Goetz's machi

nations had caused his excommunication. 

"The Philadelphia recollections," according to Henry Ganss, "represent him 

[Helbron] as a man of culture and refinement. "7 Moreover, Helbron was "punctili

ously neat and precise in his priestly attire and duties; with a dignified and com

manding presence." The recollections also have Helbron "sitting his horse with a 

military grace and repose" forming "an unfailing source of admiration to his flock, 

and perhaps," Ganss speculates, "not untinctured with a little pardonable vanity 

on the part of the rider. "8 Helbron remained in Philadelphia until November, 1799, 
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when Bishop Carroll made him pasto r of th e parish at Sportsman's Hall , 
Westmoreland County. Sportsman's Hall ( Casa Venatoria in the Latin of the Capu
chin chronicle) was a log structure, on a hill overlooking a tributary of the 
Loyalhanna Creek. On that site is now Saint Vincent Archabbey. 

Sportsman's Hall was only nine years old as a parish, but it had been wracked by 

scandal.9 Helbron inherited a parish financially plundered and depleted of popula
tion. One of his predecessors had absconded with funds, and the lay faithful stayed 
home in disgust. Other priests took turns trying to resolve the mess. Helbron's first 
task was restoring the parish's credit and his parishioners' confidence. Meanwhile, 

he was expected to minister to all the Catholics in the area. Throughout the wooded 
hills of the Alleghenies were families of Irish and German Catholics, and their 
spiritual well-being haunted Bishop Carroll. He had tried to bring Benedictine 
monks from England to settle near Pittsburgh, but the plan dissolved. 10 Instead, 

into a dilapidated log cabin moved Helbron, dapper and dignified, used to Prus
sian parades and Philadelphia politeness. 

Helbron served a vast territory, "an area as large as ten European dioceses," one 
scholar writes, "s tretching from Lake Erie to the borders of Virginia, and from 
Pittsburgh on the Ohio River beyond the Alleghenies to the Susquehanna River. "11 

In the same region was a prince who became a priest, Demetrius Gallitzin. That 
Helbron's did not become "a familiar household name" as did that of Gallitzin 

derives from "a strange inconsistency of history ... rather than any lack of zeal or 
fidelity" in his missionary work. 12 According to Henry Ganss, the two priests fre
quently visited one another, "their mutual interchange of visits ... at times pro

longed into days and weeks ."13 At other times, though , each priest was on his own. 
As he had in Philadelphia, Helbron corresponded with Bishop Carroll, some

times writing in English, other times in Latin. A scholar who edited Helbron's 
letters declared Helbron "wrote better Latin than English." 14 In March, 1802, 

Helbron wrote the bishop about the parish's penury; Helbron assured Bishop Carroll, 
''All what I did since and do ye t is to the honor of God and Religion and benefit of 
the Congregation." 15 Four years later he could report, "I built a little lock [log] 

chapell at my place but it is quite too small for the increasing Catholic Religion in 
our pan. "16 Amidst successes shepherding his flock, Helbron continued to have 
trouble with money, and distance remained an obstacle. "The Catholics at my 

place," Helbron explained to the bishop, "are scattered in small number about my 

neighborhood which is settled with other persuasions. " 17 For Carroll, whose dio
cese until 1808 encompassed the entire country, the story was all-too familiar. 

Something of the personal property ofHelbron may be gathered from a descrip
tion of Gallitzin's. When in August, 1799, Gallitzin traveled from Taneytown, 

Maryland, through Shippensburg to western Pennsylvania, he had in his "two-
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horse prairie schooner" (probably a Conestoga wagon) "coffee, altar-wine, flour, a 
bed, a bureau, an altar, vestments, sacred vessels, Saint Augustine's Confossions, two 
volumes in Dutch on navigation, [Jean-Baptiste] Massillon's Conforences, and a 
hundred or more other books." 18 Whether Helbron had books in Dutch on navi
gation is anyone's guess, but one would be surprised if his spiritual reading did not 
include Augustine's Confossions. Regarding navigation, though, one will notice in 
Helbron's cabin a map, and with him was a compass. The veteran of the Prussian 
army most likely knew something of orienteering. 

The lists of items in Helbron's cabin and of those effects with him when he died 
allow a reconstruction. Helbron did not wear a Franciscan habit, unless "wearing 
apparel at his residence," valued at four dollars, included a habit. Instead, though, 
Helbron seems to have adopted secular attire, wearing coats and vests and cravats. 
The "dickeys" mentioned in the list of property with him at death may have been 
rabats, dickeys with clerical collars. He wore knickers with bucldes, and he carried 
canes and umbrellas. Both lists mention hats, and one mentions shoe bucldes, 
indicating the kind of shoes he wore. The two night caps suggest thinning hair. 
From the presence of razors and strops, one infers that Helbron was clean-shaven, 
and likewise one concludes from items on the lists that he enjoyed snuff as well as 
pipes and cigars. He wore eyeglasses, and he was fond enough of the clarinet to 
travel with one. While Gallitzin drank coffee, Helbron seems to have preferred tea, 
sweetened with sugar or honey. A dozen "Porter Bottles" also show taste for dark 
beer. The "pair of Books" with him when he died was probably his breviary, from 
which as a priest he was obligated daily to pray in Latin the Psalms and read pas
sages of Scripture. 

What brought Helbron to Carlisle one last time was ill health. He was in his late 
seventies, and he had been diagnosed with cancer. "Mr. Helbrun," the newspaper 
in Carlisle reported, "was afflicted with the cancer in the neck, and had left his 
residence near Greensburgh [sic] for Philadelphia to receive medical aid, from Phila
delphia he went to Reading, from Reading to Harrisburgh, [sic] for the same pur
pose, and had arrived but a few days in this place before his decease."19 At Carlisle 
Helbron stayed on East High Street at the home of Thomas and Mary Hagan . 
There on 22 April, 1816, he made his last will, bequeathing all his property real 
and personal to the Catholic church in Carlisle, Mary Hagan serving as trustee. 
Thomas Hagan was named executor. 20 

To Henry Ganss, this bequest favoring Carlisle over Sportsman's Hall "remains 
inexplicable. "21 While it is possible Helbron was overcome by sentimentality for 
the place of his final illness and the kind care of the Hagans, it seems more likely 
that for Helbron the needs of the various little mission churches west of the 
Susquehanna transcended parochial attachments. Besides, he may have seen Carlisle 
as part of his mission. Helbron had been in Carlisle before, his occasional travels to 
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Philadelphia also being times to stop in Lancaster and Carlisle "visiting the sick, 
hearing confessions, and ... preaching. "22 Each local church requested his ministe

rial services, paying him and asking him to return. It is perhaps worth noting also 
that at Buffalo Creek, Armstrong County, were two families of Hagens, whose 
children Helbron had baptised. 23 That the parishioners of Sportsman's Hall did 
not contest Helbron's last will could show that there was no real suspicion of undue 
influence on the part of the Hagans of Carlisle. Whatever the motive, Helbron's 

bequest caused the inventory of his estate to be recorded in Cumberland County. 
On 23 April, 1816, Peter Helbron died. Two days later, "his remains were in

terred in the Roman Catholic burial ground" in Carlisle, his funeral being "at

tended by a numerous concourse of citizens."24 The local newspaper described 
"Mr. Helbrun" as having been "in an advanced stage of life, a useful and respect

able pastor of the church. "25 Henry Ganss records that Helbron "was buried in the 
immediate rear of the old church," the annex of 1823 covering "both it and other 
graves which surrounded it. "26 Ganss was pastor of Saint Patrick's when in 1893 

the old church and its annex were replaced. Ganss notes that although Helbron 
had no tombstone, the grave "was left undisturbed. " He adds that "the spot is 

immediately opposite the statue of St. Patrick, under the communion railing. " 
Into the east outer wall of the 1893 church was built a marker of white marble, 
now eroded: "In Memory of/Rev. Peter Helbron/Born 1756 Died In Carlisle 1816/ 

A Pioneer Priest of Pennsylvania/His Remains Repose Under This Church." It is 
unclear why the year of birth is incorrectY 

Ganss had studied the estate inventory of Peter Helbron, and his conclusions 
are worth reviewing. Ganss notes the "five horses, seven head of cattle, besides a 

large number of sheep, hogs, and calves," and concludes Helbron had a "singular, 
not to say eccentric manner in which he managed his farm ."28 Ganss underscores 

Helbron's odd husbandry by saying "frequent and protracted absences from home 
obliged him to trust the capacity and integrity of others, which in the one case was 
misplaced." 29 One peculiarity not noted by Ganss is that although the inventory 

lists a harrow and grain, there is no mention of a plough. 
Ganss characterizes Helbron: "A giant in the service of God-he was a child in 

the business activities of 
life."30 Part ofHelbron's ' r' r 
failure as a farmer, Ganss 
surmises, derived from 

the "scrupulous nicety 

and punctilious 
method" making him a 

good priest. Helbron 
was a good German, 
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Memorial marker for Rev. Helbron located on east outer wall of 
Sr. Patrick's Church. Courtesy of Sr. Patrick's Church Archives . 
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seeming "to lack all powers of adaptability to conform to the customs and language 
of his adopted country. "31 The implication is Helbron was trying to maintain a 
rural rectory as he had known in Germany while serving as a missionary in America. 
As Ganss says, the two lifestyles collided. 

The inventory of personal property, while done on 8 May, 1816, was not filed 
in Cumberland County until 8 December, 1818. What follows is a transcript of 
the estate inventory of Father Peter Helbron, 0. F. M., Cap. Original spelling and 
capitalization have been retained. 

An Inventory and appraisement of the goods and chattels of the Revd. Peter 
Helbron Deceased taken and appraised the 7th day of May, 1816 by John Rogers 
and Henry Coon after first being Sworn. 

1 Breakfast table 
1 Stand 
1 Book case and drawers 
4 Chairs 
Library of books 
1 Franklin Stove 
1 Set and Irons Shovel & tongs 
27 Pictures 
1 Thermometer 
1 Vessel of lncence 
1 Lot of small articles and a Basket 
1 Looking glass & Server 
2 Set window curtains & Horn 
1 Map & Picture 
1 Bellows & Hearth brush & Glass 
2 Pipes 
2 Pocket pistoles 
Mantle ornaments 4 candlesticks &c. 
1 Time piece and ornament 
1 Double barreled Gun 
1 Smooth Riffle 
1 Shot bag Powder Horn & Pouch 
1 Vice & other articles in back window 
1 Bed & clothing with the Stead 
1 Trunk & its contents of linen 
1 Do. Small Do. Do. 
1 Bed case 
1 Set curtains & Rods 
1 Lot of Pictures & alter pieces 
1 Alter and furniture 

28 

$5.00 
1 50 

25.00 
2.00 

100.00 
20.00 
10.00 
20.00 

2.00 
2.00 
1.00 
3.00 

.50 
1.00 
1.00 

.50 
3.00 
4.00 

25.00 
4.00 
6.00 
1.50 
1.00 

27.00 
6.00 
4.00 
1.00 

.50 

.25 
100.00 



1 Lot of Canes Umbrellas Bells &c. 
1 Server Gun 
Articles in Book Case 
6 Silvers Spoons (Tea) 2 sugar tongs 
[Subtotal] . 
[Second Page] Continued 
Contents in four drawers 
Looking Glass & Organ 
1 Trunk & Alter vestments 
1 Crock Honey &c. 
Kirchen furniture 
Articles on Kirchen loft 
1 Set and Irons in midle Room 
1 Bed and contents in said Room 
1 Bed stead 
7 Pictures 
Rye by the bushel five shillings 13 bush. 
Wheat by the bushel at same price five shillings 
1 Bed stead & cord 
Wearing apparel at his residence 
1 Dozen Porter Bottles 
1 Hand saw & lot of articles 
1 Mans saddle bridle & furniture 
1 Crow Bar Kettle & sundries 
1 Waggon and Gears &c. 
1 Harrow & Sled 
1 Lot Spades mattocks &c. 
8 Turkies 
2 Windmills & cutting box 
1 Gray mare Saddl breast 
1 Gray Do. 
1 Sorrel Horse 
1 Coalt 
1 Horse called Bob 
4 Yearling Calfs 
1 Do. Do. 
1 Red heifer with a white face 
1 Cow Red & white 
1 Black & white Do. 
1 Red & white Do. Cow 
1 Black with white legs 
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1.50 
1.50 
3.00 
6.00 

309.75 

$4.00 
1.00 

20.00 
1.00 

11.00 
2.25 
2.00 
5.00 
2.00 

.87 
38.66 

2.00 
4.00 
1.00 
3.00 

10.00 
3.00 

20.00 
1.50 
6.00 
4.00 
3.00 

130.00 
100.00 
80.00 
20.00 
60.00 
24.00 

6.00 
12.00 
15.00 
20.00 
20.00 
25.00 



1 Red Do. 
1 Old branded cow 
1 Bull 
[Subtotal] 
[Third Page] 
1 CalfSkin 
1 Lot of Razors and other articles 
1 Pair Silver Shoebucldes Spurs &c. 
1 Lot of Bottles 
1 Lot of cents 
1 Lot Bedcord & other articles 
2 Small Bags 
1 Box with Glass 
1 Lot ofTallow & box 
1 Barrel & vinegar 
1 Lot in cellar 
2 Barrels & a Bath Tub 
1 Steel 
Grain in ground@ acre@ 3.50 
1 Cow in possession of Peter Coons 
1 Hart of Fur 
[Subtotal] 
6 Spring calfs 
11 Sheep & 8 Lambs 
1 Lot Hogs 
1 Wheelbarrow 
[Subtotal] 

Westmoreland County 

Brought forward 
Total 

18.00 
16.00 
28.00 

668.62112 

$2.50 
2.50 
3.00 
1.50 
1.49 

.50 

.50 
6.00 
2.00 
1.50 

.75 
1.00 

.25 
6.84 

20.00 
4.00 

47.49 
$11.50 

30.00 
32.00 

.50 
74.00 

1058.39 
$1179.86 

Before me the subscribed a Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforenamd 
came John Rogers and Henry Coon who first being duly sworn to value the per
sonal property of the late Dr. Helbron Deed under the care and personal atten
dance of his Executor Thomas Hagan, do sign their names respectively, that the 
aforegoing valuation, is to their knowledge and belief correctly true-

Sworn and subscribed John Rogers 
before me 8th of May 1816 Henry Coon 
Geo. Smith 

Also filed on 8 December, 1818, in Cumberland County was an "Assessment of 
Revd Mr. Helbron. " This list comprises what Helbron had with him when he died. 
As with the inventory, it is transcribed verbatim. 
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1 gold watch valued at 
1 silver watch valued at 
1 claranet do. 
2 snuff boxes with the contents 
4 tin boxes and the contents 
To a lot of 3 razors & strops 
To 1 shaving box 
To specticles and case 
To 1 pocket compass 
To 1 looking glass and contents 
To 1 knife comb and tongs 
To 1 pair of knee buckles 
To a lot of gloves 
To 2 pair of shoes and a bottle 
To 1 pair of Books 
To 2 pair of Breeches 
To 2 vests 
To 2 coats 
To 1 great coat 
To 1 hat 
To 1 coat and vest 
To 3 pair of woolen stockings 
To 2 Nightcaps and a pair of leggins 
To 1 pair of white stockings 
To a lot of slip shirts 
To 2 muslin shirts 
To 3 do. do. 
To 2 dickeys 
To 3 Muslin cravats 
To 1 pair of slips 
To 3 pocket handkerchiefs 
2 Cotton and handkerchief 
To 1 Trunk 
To saddle bags and pilliese 
To 1 cane and a segar box 
To 1 umbrella 
To 1 gold ring 

Cumberland County 

Cash in Notes 
do. in silver 
[Total] 
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$50.00 
20.00 

2.00 
3.00 
1.50 
.75 

.12 112 
.75 
.75 
.25 

.37 112 
1.00 

.37 112 
2.00 
2.00 
3.50 
3.00 
8.00 
2.00 

.75 

.75 
1.00 

.25 
.37 1/2 

.75 
1.50 
1.50 

.25 
37 112 

.37 1/2 
.50 

.37 1/2 
2.25 
1.00 
3.50 
4.00 

.25 
64.111/2 

40. 
$104.11112 
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Cumberland County Stone and Monument Carvers 
Prior to 1900 
Barbara Bartos 

Lying broken on the ground in the underbrush of a neglected Cumberland County 
burying site is the only known stone carved by Jacob Heneman. Who was he? Who 
were the other carvers of Cumberland County? 

There are 228 Cumberland County burying sites listed in Cemeteries of 
Cumberland Count)' by Bob Davidson (Carlisle, PA: Cumberland County His
torical Society, 2000). After removing the sixty-four that are identified as lev
eled, moved, or unknown, 164 are 
still in existence. 

Research and documentation on 
many burying sites in Cumberland 
County have been recorded, but the 
focus has been primarily on indi
vidual site history and markers for 
genealogical purposes. As primary 
documents, these burying sites also 
provide valuable information on 
community history, art, technology, 
landscaping, town planning, lan
guage, religion and ethnic customs, 
fraternal and military organizations, 
and a host of other subjects. Of 
equal importance is the examination 
of the sites collectively to identify 
patterns reinforcing regional or na
tional generalizations during and 
over certain periods of time or sig
nificant to Cumberland County 
alone. 
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Tombstone of Hugh Henry Brackenridge in rhe Old 
Graveyard, Carlisle. The stone is signed by H. ] . 
Kelly. Photo raken by Bushman, c. 1930, CCHS 
Photo Archives. 
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During the fall of 2000 and the spring and summer of 2001, a lay of the land 
field survey was conducted of all existing burying sites in Cumberland County 
except five. Two were on private property and three were inaccessible due to envi
ronmental conditions. 

Lay of the Land Survey Defined 

A lay of the land field survey is a preliminary survey conducted on-site. Its pur
pose is to observe and gather a large pool of data to identify patterns, or unusual 
examples not part of a pattern, over a large geographic area in preparation for a 
more in-depth data collection project on a specific topic. Often, one or more po
tential patterns are chosen at the outset of the survey for special attention. When 
substantial data on such a topic is collected, reliable conclusions can be drawn, but 
never with the intent to be characterized as a definitive study. For this survey, the 
identification of Cumberland County carvers prior to 1900 who signed their work 
was one of those focus topics. 

Other focus topics included location and number of White Bronzes, hand mo
tifs, fraternal symbols, and picture blocks. 

Given the threats to gravestones from environmental deterioration, neglect, and 
vandalism, some of the data from this lay of the land field survey regarding carvers 
prior to 1900 made publication advisable - before the primary documents, the 
stones, disappear. 

Some Preliminary Data Observations 

Tables 1-4 summarize the base-line data recorded from signed stones to answer 
some basic, Level 1 questions. 

1. Who were the carvers in Cumberland County prior to 1900 and how many? 
2. Who were the carvers whose business locations (and probably residences) were 

in Cumberland County, how many, and what were those locations? 
3. Who were the carvers from other Pennsylvania locations outside Cumberland 

County, how many, and what were those locations? 
4. Who were the carvers from outside of Pennsylvania, how many, and what were 

those locations? 
5. Who were carvers in Cumberland County with locations yet to be determined? 

Using only signed stones from the field, additional data was collected to identify 
at which burying sites a carver was located, the number of signed stones by that 
carver at each site, the date span of a carver using all signed stones from all loca
tions, and various forms of a carver's signatures. 

Other preliminary observations can be drawn from the raw data, but are only 
preliminary until supported by research using a variety of other records, such as 
directories, censuses, tax records, and probate records. 
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Tables 1-4 
Pre-1900 Carvers in Cumberland County- 105 

Note 1: A carver often used various signatures. The fullest signature is used. Only 
signatures are used in the tables. 

Example: H. A. Donnelly is used for "Donnelly," "H .A. Donnelly," and "H.A.D. " 

(Using records, complete names are also known. The above is Henry A. Donelly.) 
Note 2: Last names were not counted in a site if that last name also appeared with 

a first name or initial. Last names were included in the total count if there was 
not the same last name with a first name or initial elsewhere. This was to 
eliminate double counting. 

Note 3: Four unclear signatures with clear locations are not included: 1 for Carlisle, 
2 for Harrisburg, 1 for York. 

Note 4: Deteriorating stones, sunken stones, environmental conditions, and field 
worker error are possible reasons for missed carvers or misspellings. This sur
vey did not have a verifier. 

Table 1: In Cumberland County: 31 
(A carver's signature may indicate more than one location, but a carver is only 

counted once for the total count.) 

Location from 
stone signatures 

Number Carvers whose signatures in some form included these locations 
of 

carvers 

Big Spring 
Carlisle 12 

Dillsburg/Dillstown 
Jacksonville 1 
Mechanicsburg 9 

Richards 

Newville 5 

Shippensburg 5 

Monroe Township 

1) Joseph Herman 
1) Eby & Co. 2) J. Donovan 3) Forney 4) Joseph Herman 
5) W. Hoffer 6) H. J. Kelly 7) H. Kelly (this is included as perhaps 
a second son listed as stone cutter apprentice to Henry) 8) Harrison 
Kelly 9) J. W Kelly 10) George W. Richards 11) A. (or S.) D. Shade 
12) R. Owen 13) (Kelly) 
1) M. Arnold 
1) Joseph Herman 
1) M. Arnold 2) Coble & Co. 3) S. Cooper 4)]. W. Eby 
5) G. (or C.) King 6) J.H. Laird 7) J. Minter 8) George W. 

9) Levi Zerbe 10) (Eby) 11) {King) 
1) M. Arnold 2) C. B. Eby 3) S.B. Forney 4) J. B. Knell 
5) D.]. Shull 6) H.]. Shull 5) (Eby) 
1) D. McFadden 2) S & S (Shade & Schulenberger?) 3) D. J. Shull 
4) Shull Bros. 5) Kelly 
1) T. Sholl 
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Table 2: Out of Cumberland Coun ty - 29 (Only 1 location is used for the total 
co unt.) 

Location fro m Number Carvers whose signatures in some fo rm included these locations 
of 

stone signatures carvers 

Berlin 1 1) ] . Spangler 
Chambersburg 7 1) ] . Donovan 2) ].V Fo rbes 3) ]. King 4) I. King 5) King 6) Kell y 

7) Eby 
Duncannon 1) Lupfeb & Flickinger 
Elizabethtown 1) H.U. Coble 
Gettysburg 1 1) H & Mead 
Harrisburg 9 1) ]. Beatty 2) Bushey & Tracy 3) M. Casey 4) Joseph Curzo n 

5) A.V Hornback 6) W. B. Johnson 7) J.W. King 8) I. King 
9) Labille & McFadden 10) ] .B. Lehner 11) D. Shearer 
12) ]. Smithl 3) Levi Zerbe 

Lancaster 1) T. ] . Cilcobe (spelling questionable) 
Luttmore 1) Wolf 
Philadelphia 1) Steinmentz 
Reading 1) Eagle Marble Works 
Steelton 1) Messinger 
York 1) E.A. Ki ng 

Table 3 : Out of State - 2 

Location from Number Carvers whose signatures in some form included these locations 
of 

stone signatures carvers 

Connecticut, Bridgeport 1) Monumental Bronze Company 
Maryland, Baltimore 1) Alex Godef 

Table 4: Carver names from some signature form with no business location in 
signature- 43 

(Some locations are being identified through record research.) 
Arnold & Coble Enterprise Works Helker & Co. McFadden & Co. F. Snyder 
(also A & C) (possibly post 1900) 
S. H. Brubaker Forbes & Kenny 
L. (or S.) Coover Forney & Bros. 

Coble 

G.F. Coble 
C.T. Coble (possibly 
same as above) 
Coble & Trego 
(possibly post 1900 

. S. Fraim 

J.M. Garber 
R.J. Geese 

]. Goodyard 

Jacob Heneman 
High 
(o r maybe Nigh) 
H.E. Johnson 
(possibly W. B.) 
Ki ng & Hamil ron 
D.L. Laird 

S.M. Laird 
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]. Myers 
Newport 

B. Owen 
(maybe R.) 
Owen Bros. 
P. Rebuck 

Rifler 
(maybe Minier) 

Trego 
Trirr 

RJT 



M. Cost 
H.A. Donnelly 
J. E. Dougherty 

. Harold 
C.W. Heal 
Heiress & Co. 
(possibly post 1900) 

Which carver was the most prolific? 

W.H. Low John Sharpe, Sr. 
· W.H .M. & C.H.M. B.C. Small 

Smith & Beatty 

Henry]. Kelly appears to be the most prolific with 319 stones signed. Many 
carvers did not sign their stones at all and all carvers identified in this survey did 
not sign all their stones. A more definitive answer would require attributing un
signed stones to a particular carver and conducting research into other records. 
This was beyond the scope of this lay of the land field survey. 

Which carver was the most u;idespread in Cumberland County? 

Henry J. Kelly also appears to be the most widespread in the county with signed 
stones at forty-four sites across the county, although not well represented in the 
eastern end of the county. As with the prolific question above, this preliminary 
conclusion could prove erroneous if enough unsigned stones can be attributed to 
another carver to result in a wider distribution map. Again, stone attribution and 
record research was beyond the scope of the survey. 

Which carvers concentrated in specific areas of the county? 

By plotting the burying sites on a map, carver concentrations appear. For ex
ample, Richard Owen, the second most prolific carver with almost 100 signed 
stones prior to 1900, can be found at twenty-six sites across the county, but with 
no signed stone representation in the county's eastern end. The signed work ofS.B. 
Forney and Joseph Herman are mostly west of Carlisle, Jeremiah Donovan's signed 
stones are mostly in the county's north, and Micah Arnold's signed work is concen
trated east of Carlisle. Arnold does have a signed stone, however, in Upper Frankford 
Township, in the northwest section of the county. A similar pattern exists for J. 
Beatty. A Harrisburg carver, Beatty's signed stones are naturally concentrated in 
the eastern section of the county, but a few examples of his signed work also exist in 
the western end of the county at Newville, Middle Spring, and Shippensburg. 
Again, carvers did not sign all their work and attributions or other documents 
could refigure the concentration areas. 

Which carver was active the longest in Cumberland County prior to 1900? 

One must consider here the possibility of backdated stones. Backdated stones 
are those that were produced years after the death date that appears on the stone. 
This is probably the case with Arnold. Among the fifty-one signed stones recorded, 
forty-nine of his signed stones date from the 1850s. Yet to be found are any signed 
stones from the 1840s, but he signed two stones from the 1830s. The latter are 
probably backdated. If the stones are backdated, his span using signed stones prior 
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to 1900 is fifty years. Using signed stones, Jeremiah D . Donovan also has a fifty
year span. Record research into individual biographies that include profile infor
mation with a birth date will enable a more reliable answer to the question. 

Which carvers worked together? 
Many carvers teamed up with family members or other carvers to form busi

ness partnerships. M. Arnold & Son, Arnold & Coble, Eby & Co., Forbes & 
Kenny, and Forney & Bros. are examples . Other partnerships were for a single 
monument execution, such as the King & Kelly monument in Shippensburg or 
the father and son stone of Henry. J. and Harrison Kelly in the Old Graveyard of 
Carlisle. Other signatures indicate a business evolving into a company. Owen & 
Co. is an example . Additional research could reveal whether such a company was 
comprised of employees and apprentices or was formed purely for legal and fi
nancial reasons with only the carver named in the company name as the sole 
" 1 " emp oyee. 

Pursuing Their Stories 

Inevitable when identifying the works of these carvers is the desire to learn 
more about their lives and their businesses, as well as the stone and monument 
carving business in general. Many carvers have little recorded information about 
them. This is often the result of what appears to be short stays in Cumberland 

County, little desire or need to use free Carlisle Marble Yat•d, 
advertising by signing one's name to a 
stone, or someone carving a "one-time" 

stone for a special occasion. 
Other carvers were well established with 

advertisements in newspapers, directory 
listings, or publicly noted for their work 
in such newspaper articles as the one tran
scribed below. 

Carlisle Herald December 18, 1873 

"Handsome Monument. -A short time 
since, Mr. Richard E. Owens, of this place, 
erected a handsome monument in the Noble 
enclosure in the old graveyard. The monu
ment is almost ten feet in height, and was 
cut out of Italian marble, and of Gothic 
design. The monument is surmounted by a 
massive marble cross, while immediately 
under are four tablets. The one facing to 
the East bears the name of the late John 
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RICDARD OWEI"f. 
So~llo lianovtr St. , oppo~ii Denl:s' Store, 

Carlis le, 

T HE subsc riber has o n hand n largo nn<l well 
se lected s tock of 
ucatl-Stone. , JU o num.,n t !l, 

TO~lll S, &c., of chaste nn o.l ucau tif'ul flcsigns , 
whi ch he will so li nl LhO lowest pnss iiJ lu rates, 
ocing des irous of so ili ng uu t hi• s tock . nc~d
stones fin ished from th roe do llars upwards . 

Drown stone, mnrblo work, 111 1\ ntcls, &c . . for 
IJ ni hlin g~, nmrblc s inus fDr fur nitu re, &c., con
s tant ly on hnnd. fron miling fo r ccmoto t·y lot s, 
&c . , of t he !Jest Phi ladc lpltir. worlunun. hip , 
will bu p rompt ly nttcntl c•l to . 

Carli s le , :\I:t rch '1.i , H!iiG . 

Ad for rhe Carlisle Marble Yard from rhe 
American Volunteer, Nov. 26, 1857. 



Tombstone signed by Shupe of]ohn Belt, Civil 
War Veteran , in the Union Cemetery, Carlisle. 
Photo by Susan Cavenagh, 1976, CCHS Photo 
Archives. 

Noble, deceased, and his wife. The one 

on the North the name of Robert 

Noble; that on the South of Cooper 

Noble and the one to the West is blank. 

The design of the monument is entirely 

original with Mr. Owens. It is a hand

some piece of work and has been much 

admired, and reflects credit upon his 

skill as a marble cutter, which many 

years of experience have rendered almost 

perfect. 
"Mr. Owens has also erected a slab 

of pure Italian marble in the Hamilton 

lot to the memory of the late James 

Hamilton, Esq., deceased. It is also a 

magnificent piece of work, and bears 

the name of the deceased, with a quo

tation from the 6'h chapter of Proverbs 

and 3"1 verse." Richard Owen was also 

the designer and carver of the Civil War 
Monument in Carlisle 's Veterans' 

Square that was erected in 1871. According to the Minutes and Ti·easurer's Accounts 
of the Soldiers Monument Association, Carlisle, PA, the cost of the monument itself 

was $5,000 and did not include the enclosure with a wall and iron fence. 

(Note: Signatures on gravestones and in other records reflect Owen without an "s.") 

Henry]. Kelly is of particular interest because he appears to be part of a three

generation family of carvers. James W Kelly was Henry J. Kelly's father (or maybe 

an uncle) and Harrison and Henry (] r.) were Henry]. Kelly's sons. Signed stones 

by the Kellys reflect changes in stone rypography (design, material, motifs, lan

guage, etc.) that cover almost three-quarters of a century. The last signed Kelly 

stone is 1868. These Kellys are not listed in the 1870 census for Cumberland 

Counry. 

Note in Figure 3 that Henry J. was a hatter prior to becoming a stonecutter. 

James and Henry were savvy businessmen who used advertisements reinforcing 

their two businesses. No other advertisement has been found for them thus far. 

They, like many early carvers before the Civil War, mostly used the free promotion 

strategy of signing their work to be seen by those visiting gravesites. Stones were 

signed especially for the monuments of important individuals that would be seen 

by many people. An example would be H.J. Kelly's signature on the Brackenridge 
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stone in the Old Graveyard at Carlisle. Hugh Henry Brackenridge (d.1816) was a 
Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Using the 1850 U.S. Census when H. 
]. Kelly was thirty-seven, he executed the stone at the age of thirteen. This is pos
sible as apprenticeships started young in life. The 1860 Census lists his 14-year-old 
son Henry as a "stone cutter apprentice." Or the stone could be backdated. 

(Correction Note. In 1983 the Junior Girl Scout Troop 953 of Newburg compiled a 

short history of Hanna Graveyard. They used an inscription list from Hist01y of lv!idd!e 
Spring Presbyterian Church by Bell Swope that included headstone inscriptions from Hanna 

Graveyard. Both the Swope list and the Girl Scout list record H.J. Kelly as among those 

buried at Hannah Graveyard. Close examination on site of the stone bearing his name 

shows that the name is on the bottom section of a broken stone as a carver signature. The 

listing of carvers in Cumberland County during the 1800s will hopefully aid transcribers 

to consider a name on broken stones as a possible carver signature.) 

Unsigned Carvers 

The number of gravestone and monument carvers in Cumberland County prior 
to 1900 is higher than just those who signed their work. The names of carvers who 
did not sign their work can be found 
by searching probate records, tax 
records, census records listing occupa
tions, newspapers, directories, and a 
host of other sources. In the field, 
stones can be attributed to a carver by 
comparing and contrasting their stone 
typography and identifying a particu
lar element or elements that are unique 
from other stones. Artistic style and 
decorative motifs, stone shape, arrange
ment, material, and lettering are ex
amples of gravestone typography. 

One example is a carver called the 
"Heart Carver." This nickname has 
been given because many of his letter 
"a"s on a single stone differ and one 
includes the shape of an upside down 
heart. Any stone in Cumberland 
County that reflects this pattern can be 
attributed to the "Heart Carver," as 
long as other elements, such as date, 
overall lettering style, and design, 

• I 

Derail of tombstone by the "Heart Carver" in 
the Meeting House Springs Cemetery, Carlisle. 
Photo taken in 2001 by Barbara Barros. 
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White Bronze monument located in Ashland 
Cemetery, Carlisle. Photo taken in 2002 by Bar
bara Barros. 

match. Another example is the "Am
persand" carver. His distinctive "&" 
can be found at several sites in 

Cumberland County. Some of the 
German carvers, who rarely signed 
their work, have distinctive decora
tive motifs and can be attributed to 
one carver. 

Attributing a group of stones to 
one carver or monument company 
can be either very time consuming or 

An I f " , very easy. examp eo an easy at-
tribution is the White Bronze. White 

Bronzes are actually made of 100% 
zinc and are blue, making them eas
ily identifiable because of their unique 

appearance. In Cumberland County 
eleven date prior to 1900. Only one 
White Bronze has a manufacturer 

mark, but all eleven can be attributed 
to one company, the Monumental 

Bronze Company of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut- the only company that 

made them. The process to make White Bronzes was invented by an American, 
M.A. Richardson, in 1873 and the process was eventually acquired by the Monu

mental Bronze Company of Bridgeport, Connecticut in 1879. White Bronzes re
flect the advancement of technology in general. The Monumental Bronze Company, 

which essentially stopped production by World War I and was dissolved in 1939, 
also illustrates changing practices in the monument business with a network of 
part-time sellers on consignment and satellite factories at other locations. Today, 

White Bronzes look just as they did the day they were placed over 100 years ago. 

Conclusion 

The stone carvers of Cumberland County prior to 1900 constitute a group of 
men (there are not any women to date identified) whose work was important to 

the everyday personal lives of people. In the bigger picture, their work documents 
the rapid technological, business, artistic, and cultural changes in America during 

the 1800s. In addition to the preservation and conservation of their work, learning 
about each of these carvers would add knowledge to those changes, as well as to the 

history of the individuals themselves. 
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Ambush at Willis Church 
by B J Alderman 

In January of 1861, State Representative Thomas N. Crumpler announced in the 

North Carolina House of Commons that Ashe County was not likely to support 
secession. Crumpler's estimation of his voters' opinion proved correct. In Febru

ary, his constituents gathered in Jefferson to participate in what was described as a 
"lively debate" on the merits of leaving the Union and voted down a North Caro

lina secession convention by a count of758 to 144. They reversed their opinion in 
March, after the fall of Fort Sumter. 1 

North Carolina seceded on May 20 and Governor John W Ellis requested 10,000 
state troops. 2 Captain Crumpler organized his former Ashe County constituents 

into Company A of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry.3 A year later, then Major 
Crumpler rode with his men on a 200-mile forced march from Kinston, North 

Carolina, to Richmond, Virginia. 4 Arriving in General Lee's camp on June 28, 

18625, Major Crumpler's men rested, unaware of the fate that awaited their former 
State Representative the next morning. 

During the summer of 1860, just outside of Oakville in Cumberland County, 

Pennsylvania, Cornelius (Neal) H. Vanderbilt labored long and hard, not as a State 

Representative, but as a farm hand. Neal's mother, Mahala, relied heavily on his 
help following the death of Cornelius L., her husband. Young Neal, the fourth 

Cumberland County Cornelius Vanderbilt since 1790, was but 16 years old at the 

time. Though the Vanderbilts had prospered since the first Cornelius was required 
to indenture himself and his brother for $ 100 in 1782, they were not wealthy. 6 

In September of 1861, Neal and his cousin, William C. Fosnot, answered Presi

dent Lincoln's call for volunteers after the fall of Fort Sumter. The young men 

signed up as privates in Company H of what later became the Third Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavah-y?. The inexperienced young men were trained by the likes of 

Lieutenant George A. Custer upon reaching camp outside of Washington D.C. 8 A 

year later, Vanderbilt and Fosnot rode with Colonel William W Averell in the 

Peninsular Campaign, dreaming of Richmond. 
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Map of the vici nity of Malvern Hill. Note 
Willis Church in the upper right corner. Taken 
from Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Grant
Lee Edition. 

On the same day that Crumpler's 
Company arrived in Richmond with 
their Regiment commanded by Colo
nel Lawrence S. Baker, scouts for Colo

nel Thomas L. Rosser of the 5th Virginia 
Cavalry brought in the news that they 

had observed Union forces in consider
able numbers. 9 The rumor circulated all 

that day through Lee's camp that some 
of General McClelland's Federal forces 

were camped near Willis Church. Colo

nel Baker, having just been appointed 
by Lee to head all of the Southern Cav

alry not currently under J.E.B. Stuart, 
"determined to drive back their cavalry 

force, which was covering their move
ments .... "10 

At 8:00 that night, the 1st North 

Carolina Cavalry and part of the 4th 
Virginia were ordered to saddle up. By 
9:00 p.m. they were marching and did 

not halt until after midnight, when they 
stopped to sleep until dawn. With first 

light they continued their ride in search 
of McClellan's army. 11 

At 9 a. m. on June 29, Averell's scouts reported that they had spotted Rebel 
cavalry "advancing in column about a mile away". Averell described the situation 

in his field report: "Some woodland intervened. Between this and my position was 
an open field a quarter of a mile across." 12 

The enemy was nearer at hand than anticipated. Not known to the Union scouts 

was the fact that part of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry, led by Major Crumpler, 

advanced toward McClellan's troops under cover of those intervening woodlands . 

Following orders, Private Neal Vanderbilt of Cumberland County, PA, mounted 
his horse a few minutes later and rode up a narrow lane not far from Willis Church. 

His job, on this early summer's morning, was to take a position at the edge of a 

wood, along with a few of his comrades. At a signal from Lt. William E. Miller, the 
picket was to open fire upon the Confederate Cavalry when they came within 

range. The plan was then to ride like hell back to the church, thereby leading the 
enemy into an ambush. 13 
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Lt. Miller, in charge of the little group being used as bait, later reported that "the 
enemy, approaching in column of fours, hidden at first by the dense woods, emerged 
on a gallop in a furious charge. " 14 This unexpectedly rapid advance by the Confed
erate troops caused Averell's plan to go somewhat awry. Not having sufficient time 
to post his men in the woods as ordered, Miller made a brief stand at the top of the 
hill. 15 

Private Fosnot described what followed to his Aunt Mahala in a letter dated July 
12, 1862: 

"Just as they got to the top of a hill they seen the Rebbels coming on 
them yelling Like wild cats. The Rebbels ware so close on them that they 
ware cuting at our Boys with thair sabours and shooting at our Boys all the 
time and they got past cousin neal and Jo williams and Keckler of our co 
and as the Reb bel major got past Neal he shot him through the Breast and 
run his sabour into Jo Williams. The rest of the Boys got Back to the 
company Before the rebbels got up to them." 16 

Miller and his men who were capable of doing so "fell back upon the reserve, 
which itself fell still farther back upon the infantry and two sections of artillery," 
Miller wrote years later for the Regimental History. 17 When the Union picket re
treated to within two hundred yards of the waiting infantry and artillery, they 
exited the road on the right and the left through prepared gaps in the fences. The 
Confederate column was left charging down a narrow lane, facing the two hidden 
guns ofBattery C, 1st PAArtillery under the command of Major Robert W West. 18 

When Crumpler and his men reached a point about fifty yards from the guns, 
Battery C fired "two rounds of double canister, while the infantry also opened 
fire," Miller elaborated. 19 

At that moment, Colonel Baker wheeled around and gave the command "by 
fours left about wheel," Private A.F. Williams of the 1st North Carolina later re
corded in his diary. Captain Rufus Barringer, Company F of the 1st North Caro
lina reported that "the artillery and infantry of the enemy opened upon our devoted 
heads, all huddled up in the lane, where orders and maneuvers were alike impos
sible. "20 

Fosnot's letter to his Aunt Mahala continued the description of the ensuing 
mayhem: 

"Then the artillery opened on them and then come the Rebbels time 
to Retreat and they did it in great disorder Losing thair sabours guns and 
pistols and a good many Killed wounded and taken prisoners. Among the 
Killed was the Majer that shot poor Neal." 

A. F. Williams saw Major Crumpler fall "with a groan" and in the next moment, 
his own horse was shot. Williams and his horse fell to the road, and the Private was 
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caught by the left leg under his mor

tally wounded horse. He was nearly 
trampled to death by the North Caro
lina horses running by him in the 
chaos. 21 

Averell "let loose" two squadrons of 

the 3rd PA Cavalry, led by Captains 
Walsh and Russell, "and over sixty of 

the Confederate officers and men were 
left on the ground, whilst the survivors 

fled in great disorder toward Rich
mond. "22 Walsh and Russell chased the 
remains of Baker's Cavalry for over two 

miles, inflicting casualties and captur

mg pnsoners. 

,. 

Scouts for the 5th Virginia, that 

d h f h Illusrration ofWillis Church taken from Battles same morning, ri ing in searc o t e 
and Leaders of the Civit\~r, Grant-Lee Edition. 

enemy, came upon what was left of 
Colonel Baker's Cavalry as they returned to camp. After learning of the ambush, 
the Virginia troops headed for Willis Church to see if they could inflict some 

manner of punishment on the Union forces. They succeeded in "recapturing 15 
horses belonging to the First North Carolina, that the enemy had taken in Col 
Baker's engagement early in the morning," wrote Colonel Rosser in his field re
port. 23 

By sundown of June 29th, Major Robert W West had become a Colonel due to 

the success of his artillery in this ambush. 24 Pennsylvania's Private Joe Williams, 

suffering from a sabre wound inflicted that morning by Major Crumpler, was on 
his way to recovery and would eventually muster out with Company H. North 
Carolina's Private A. F. Williams succeeded in extricating himself from beneath his 

dead horse and managed to crawl to the fence where he "laid very flat in the grass 
to avoid the grape and canister" and then surrendered. 

Major Crumpler, wounded in fifteen places but still conscious when lifted from 
the road, boasted that "he had killed one Yankee," Miller wrote. 25 Private A.F. 
Williams recorded in his diary that at the time that the Confederate prisoners were 
removed from the area around Willis Church on June 30, Crumpler was lying 
under a tree and being cared for by a local woman. 26 In this way he was returned to 

Confederate troops who brought Crumpler to a Richmond hospital where he died 

on July 11. 
In Fosnot's letter to the mother of that one Yankee killed by Crumpler, he stated 

" it greaves me to think that cousin neal was the first [of Co H] that was Killed [in 
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battle] and we miss him very much. H e was Liked by everyone in the company. H e 

is Bun·ied under a Big cherry tree ... wrapped in his Blanket. Thare is consolation in 
Knowing that cousin neal died in an honorable and gloryous cause while the reb bel 
major died a trator to his country. " 
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Regarding Cornelius (Neal) H. Vanderbilt 
Private, Company H, 3'd PA Volunteer Cavalry 

"cousin neal died in an honorable and gloryous cause" 

The Vanderbilt family lived in the Oakville area, near Ne\vville and Green Spring. 

Two brothers, Jacob and Cornelius Vanderbilt, came to Cumberland County prior 
to 1790 from Bucks County where they had been indentured in 1782. In 1800, 

the census included households for Jacob, Cornelius and Cornelius Jr. Both 
Cornelius Jr. and his son, Cornelius L., served as tax assessors for Newton Town

ship between 1800 and 1850. Both men were voted into various public offices 
including those of judge and clerk. Neal, the soldier of Company H, was the son of 

Mahala and Cornelius L. Many of the Vanderbilt family members are buried at Big 
Spring Presbyterian Church in Ne\VVille. A headstone is located there for Neal, but 

it notes that Neal was "killed and buried at Willis Church near Charles City Cross 
Roads, Va." 

The Vanderbilt family papers are archived at Dickinson College. The following 

Civil War letters were discovered by B J Alderman among those papers. We wish to 
thank Dickinson College for the use of these letters. 

Oct AD 1861 

Headquarters 
General Slocam's Brigade 

Alexandria, VA 

Dear mother 

I am well at present. We are all getting along fine. This is Sunday. I just came off of 
picket. I was over at Dr. Mason's house. It is splendid but it is all broke up. We were 

on a scout on Friday. We were about nine miles beyond our camp, about three 
miles from the rebel camp. We went to chase a lot of rebel cavalry from the Pohick 

church. We started about three o'clock, was to be there at six. We (rode) hard as our 

horses could go. We could have taken them all prisoners but the infantry that came 
in the other way was too fast, about fifteen minutes, and (we) could nor get up to 

cut off their retreat bur we got all that belonged to them. They had a kind of a 

store. A little of everything. Philip Stall [Private Phillip T. Stahl] got a nice chair 
and Sol Warnick [Private Solomon K. Warnick] got about three pounds of sugar 

out of the bottom of a syrup barrel!. It was in a big box. We brought it to our tent 

and keep it to spread on our bread. It is good. It is just like honey. Then on the road 
home we came across a flock of turkeys. We all pitched into them and got a turkey 

apiece. When we came home Philip Stall cooked it with some potatoes. We had a 
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bully supper. We eat that much that we could hardly sleep. We are talking about 
leaving in a couple of days. I don't think we will move our tents though for awhile 
yet. Had you good clover seed? Was it pretty well filled? There is none out here. 
The corn is right good but that is all they have got. Have you got your corn cut off 

yet? Tell me how you git along with your work. Does Sowers do pretty well yet? 
Maybe I will get home about the hollowdays. Heagy and I is going to try to get a 

furlough if we can. Nothing more. Write soon. From your son 

C H Vanderbilt 

Camp Marcy 
Nov 3, 1861 

Dear Sister 

I received your letter of the 22"d and was very glad to hear once more from you. It 
was a good while since I heard from you. I am well at this time. I am stouter now 
than ever I was . I have only been sick once since I am from home and that time 

only laid by rv,ro days. My uniform that I took along is getting a heap too tight for 
me. If I keep on getting fat I will have to get my clothes bigger. I got the box that 

you sent with Alick [illegible] in it. Everything in it was in good order. The pies 
were a little sour but it did not hurt them any at all. The apple butter and apples 
and butter and molasses was nice and they eat good. Tell Aggy that I eat her little 

pie and (it) was the best of them all. I got a box with the same apples and apple 
butter in from Aunt Jane the same evening. I have all the apples yet and the pie and 
the white butter, apple butter and molasses. I am using Aunt Jane's now first. We 

have moved our camp again about six miles from where we were before to nearer 
Washington . We are only two mile from Washington. The river is between us and 

the city but we can get over easy. Washington is our post office again. We have a 
new Col again. His name is Averill. He is a regular officer and he is a nice man too. 
Our whole regiment is together again. We are to be here one month to drill. It has 
been middling wet here this fall too but we kept dry all the time. We had a floor in 

our tent at fort lyons, it kept us off the ground. Last night our tent got a little wet 
but we put about a load of dry hay in the bottom. It was as warm as a feather bed. 

We are getting new tents soon now. These are to be big round ones. Then we will 
put a fire in them. I answered both them letters you wrote. Tell [illegible] to take 
care of her self when she is not well. Not to overtask herself on my account. You 

had better not send another box (until) you get another letter from me. Then I will 
know what I want. I can buy some things as cheap here as you can there and 

cheaper too. We will be paid in a few days then I can tell what I can get here and 
then I can tell you the best place to send the box too as we have moved again . If 
they all came as safe as this one, there is no danger. It was only three days on the 
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road and everrhing in good order. Tell Alic I want him to be a good "fidler" when 

I come home. Maybe I will come home by Spring. We'll know soon if it will be 
longer than Spring. Ifl don't get home then and you can't get along right, it would 

be better to sell off in the Spring and rent the farm. George Hagy [Sergeant George 
H eagy] said he was going to do it if he did not get home in the Spring. How is Liz 
ge tting along now it has got quiet? [illegible] is quiet as a lamb. Lieutenant Miller 
has got her now. [Editor's note: this seems to be a discussion of horses at home and 

with Co H.] Joe is joining a team. Jim is with us again. He is getting up there. If an 
officer rides him, he walks quite big with his good rig. He is as foolish as ever. Hagy 

sends his respects to all. [Private] Sam Chamberlain said his folks should send 
some things to him but not to send anything in crocks as they will break. Did John 
and Lizzy get the pictures in Alic's letter that Sam sent to them? My love to all. Your 
bro ther, 

CH Vanderbilt 

Camp near Harrison Landing 

July 12, 1862 

Enclosed please find five Dollars of cousin neals which george Heagy gave me to 
send 

D ear ant 

I take my pen in hand to write you a few lines to inform you conserning your son, 
Co rnelius (Private Cornelius H. Vanderbilt) as I suppose thare is a great many 
Reports about him and how he was killed. But george Hagey wrote to you all the 

particulars and Leur Miller (Lt. William E. Miller) wrote to Chas. Horn and now 
I will try and give you a statement of the action. our company and company E 
went out on picket on Sunday, the 30th of Last month, and I Believe company I 

was along and they had two pieces of artillery along. the artillery was stationed at 
the edge of a woods and the companys all stayed thare and then they picked out 
twenty men to go out on the out post and they went out about half a mile to a 

church. thare they Left part of the men. cousin neal was along with them and the 
res t started to go on another road. But Just as they got to the top of a hill they seen 

the Rebbels coming on them yelling Like wild cats. the Rebbels ware so close on 
them that they ware curing at our Boys with thair sabours and shooting at our Boys 
all the time and they got past cousin neal and J o williams (Private Joseph Williams) 
and Keclder (Private John Kickier) of our co and as the Rebbel major got past Neal 
he shot him through the Breast and run his sabour into Jo Williams. [illegile] the 

rest of the Boys got Back to the company Before the rebbels got up to them. Then 
the artillery opened on them and then come the Rebbels time to Retreat and they 

did it in great disorder Loosing thair sabours guns and pistols and a good many 
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Killed wounded and taken prisoners. Among the Killed was the Majer that shot 
poor Neal. Our Boys did not draw a sabour or gun or pistol as they had not thair 
carabines Loaded and Many had no caps on their pistols. Our orders is every time 
we come Back from a scout to uncap our pistols and not to cap until ordered to do 
so and they got no orders to Load or cap thair pistols and so they could not defend 
themselves at all. so you may Know that cousin neal was shot By the Rebbel Major 
it greaves me to think that cousin neal was the first that was Killed and we miss him 
very much. He was Liked by everyone in the company. I do not think he had an 
enemy in the company. I was not thare at the time he was Killed. Segt Heagy got 
his pocket Book with five dollars in it which I send in the letter to you. He sent to 
you from [illegible] Station ten dollars. I do not know wether you Received it or 
not. Five dollars is all the money that he had at the time he fell. Leur. Miller and 
Srgt Hagey took it out, the money, and Sergt Heagy gave it to me to send to you. 
I have cousin's Bibble which I carry with me. if you want it I will try and send it 
home to you ifl can. I think thare was nothing elce of value. He was Burried under 
a Big cherry tree in his (uniform) wrapped in his Blanket. There is one of his shirts 
here But it is not worth sending home. Thare is consolation in Knowing that 
cousin neal died in an honorable and gloryous cause while the rebbel major died a 
trator to his country. We ware out day before yesterday on a scout to the Long 
Bridge. The Rebbels are Leaving here and we ware following them as we ware 
about five miles of fair oaks, the place we Left to come here. We crossed the Rich
mond Road about three miles from Long Bridge and we Left Leur Miller and eight 
men to guard the Road while we ware going to the Bridge and Back and just as we 
got in sight of the Bridge, [Private] Jonas Huntsbarger came up to us and said that 
the rebbels ware coming in behind us and would cut our Retreat. We turned Back 
and Just as we came Back to the Richmond Road the rebbels fired several shots at 
us, wounding Trout's [Private George W Trout] horse Bur did not hit a man of us. 
Then we fired a volly at them and made them run for Life. There was a party 
started after them But could not get up to them. Before we come Back they shot 
several rounds at Leur Miller, Sergt Hagey Bur did not hit them. One Ball just 
grased Leur Miller's horse. We then come Back to camp. It was twelve o'clock when 
we got to camp and you Better Believe we ware tired. There was a scout out yester
day and one today But I did not hear that they come across any Rebbs. We have a 
nice camp here But it is muddy now. We have had some heavy Rains of Late. We 
have Plenty to eat for ourselves and horses and we have a fine place to wash and 
Bath in the river here. But I do not think we will stay here Long as the army is 
advancing. The Boys are all well from in and around Oakvill. My health has been 
very good since I come into the army and I hope you may all Be enjoying the same 
Blessing. Nothing more for this time But (I) Remain your nephew and friend 

Wm C Fosnot 
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Answer this if agreable Direct to fortress Monrow Virginia 
Care Capt Woodburn Co H 3'd PA Vol Cavalry 

I Received a Letter from John today and he says you got no news of Neal yet from 
here. Sergt Heagy wrote to you some time ago. That is the Reason I did not write 
sooner. 
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Return of A Native: Holmead Phillips Returns 
to Cumberland County 
By Patricia A. Mateya 

When the Cumberland County Historical Society purchased a painting and an oil 

sketch by Holmead Phillips in September 2003, the society became the first area 

organization to invest in an artist's work that will eventually be recognized as im

portant both here and in the larger world of art. 

Holmead, born and raised in Shippensburg at the turn of the 20th century, is a 

Cumberland County treasure-an artist who left here to gain recognition in Eu

rope and who is now called "the original American Expressionist." His story will 

enrich our area's appreciation of its own history and of its artists. 

The "Holmead Returns" exhibit, hosted at Shippensburg University's Kauffman 

Gallery in September and October of 2003, dramatized the depth of Holmead's 

family history in this region and the emergence of this significant body of work. 

Researchers into Holmead's family history since then have gotten a glimpse of 

Shippensburg at a time of remarkable vitality for the borough. As the only son of 

John Clifford Phillips (1847 - 1925) and Anna Margaretta Kelso Phillips (1860-

1933), Holmead was born Clifford Holmead Phillips there on October 2, 1889. 

He was not only heir-apparent to the family's furniture-making business, but also 

to their role in the town's social and religious life. 

He chose another way, however, as most artists do. 

Phillips & Kelso-Stough Lineage 
For all his cosmopolitan adulthood, Holmead was a product of this country and 

of his native area. His father's family had a proud heritage in the founding of the 

country, and his mother's side was deeply integrated in Cumberland County. 

The father's family story goes deep into early American history, with the Phillipses 

claiming Pilgrim heritage, while the Holmead lineage issues from James Holmead, 

a settler who arrived here with a patent from King George II of England in 1745 

for land on which Washington, D.C. now stands. Other relatives through mar

riage included American statesmen Daniel Webster and the Rev. Peter Parker, im-
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The Phillips home in Shippensburg, c. 1905 . Photo by Laughlin, CCHS Photo Archives. (Mar
garet C renson, daughter of Hoi mead Phillips, donated a major collection of photos and archi
val materials to the Society in 2003.) 

portant for his diplomatic work in China. The Holmead and Phillips families 
became associated with Washington and New York, where John Harmon Phillips, 
Holmead's grandfather, practiced law for a time after graduating Dickinson Col
lege, Carlisle, in 1840. 

One weak element in Holmead's paternal genealogy, at least at the present time, 
is this tie to Carlisle through the Phillips family. This important link is elusive 
since no dates or other data has been discovered for Holmead's great great grand
parents, John and Mary Phillips of Carlisle, though their presence here is noted in 
borough census records. 

With the help of]im Gerencser of the Dickinson College Library, we know that 
John Phillips was affiliated with Dickinson College at some level, though it is not 
clear if he were trustee or simply a steward for the college. His son, John Harmon 
Phillips, was certainly a Dickinson College graduate, and after a successful legal 
practice in New York, lived for a time in Bellefonte, Centre Counry, where his son, 
John Clifford Phillips, was born. 

John Harmon Phillips lived in Shippensburg for a short while in 1888, shortly 
before his death in the year before Holmead's birth. Family anecdotal history sug
gests that John Harmon was a talented amateur painter, but none of his canvases 
have been located to date. 
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Charles Loucks, a local historian, has extensively researched Holmead's mater

nal family, the Kelso and Stough families of the Shippensburg area. Louck's far

thest historical reach into the family tree begins when great great grandfathers James 

Kelso married Isabella Brown and Jacob Stough married Margaret McClelland. 
The two families were joined when Holmead's great grandparents, Samuel Kelso 

(Nov. 8, 1787 - July 6, 1842) married Mary Catherine Stough (Jan.6, 1787-

April13, 1870) in 1817. 
Samuel and Mary Catharine's children included Holmead's grandfather Cap

tain James Kelso (1818- Oct., 1890) , but also Isabella Brown Kelso Clever (Dec. 

11, 1821 -Dec. 5, 1907) and Margaret Ann Kelso (Dec. 24, 1823- Sept. 30, 

1904). 
The family originally lived on a farm along what is now Route 11 near 

Stoughstown, a village likely named for Catharine's German relatives. Loucks states 

that many other Kelso family members lived in that area, and indeed the name is 

well known in Shippensburg to the present time. 
After Samuel's death in 1842, the family moved into Shippensburg borough 

around 1856. They continued to be active in the Shippensburg Presbyterian Church, 

where Samuel and Catharine became members by transfer in the early 1830s. Four 

generations of the Kelso family were baptized there, including Holmead. 

A yo ung Clifford Holmead Phillips raken by 
Shippensburg phorographer D. C. Moll, c. 
1900. CCHS Phoro Archives. 
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Holmead's grandfather Captain 

James Kelso, an officer in the Civil 

War, married Jane W McCormick 

and the pair had a large, active fam

ily, including several foster children. 

Their natural children included 

Mary C., Samuel Edward, Nancy 

Elizabeth, George McCormick, 

James Harper, Bella Jane, William 
King, Martha, and Anna Margaretta, 

Holmead 's mother who was nick

named "Retta" or "Rettie." 

Of Capt. James Kelso's many off

spring, only Anna Margaretta would 

marry and have a child. She likely 

had been named for her spinster

aunt Margaret, who was a family fa

vorite and lived with her widowed 

sister-in-law Jane at 117 Prince Street 

in Shippensburg. 



Undated pencil 
sketch of a 
woman on a 
park bench by 
Hoi mead 
Phillips. Warrell 
Family Trust 
purchase, 
CCHS Museum 
Collection , 
2004. 

The choice of names deserves some notice, since Loucks points out that the 

family assigned names in the Pennsylvania German tradition: 

The custom was to name the first son for the father's father (Samuel); 

the first daughter for the mother's mother (Nancy); the second son for the 

mother's father (George McCormick); and the second daughter for the 

father's mother (the first daughter Mary C., obviously named for Mary 

Catharine Stough Kelso) . 

Holmead's great aunt Isabella Kelso C lever also raised an active brood, and 

according to Loucks, there was much communication between the members of 

this extended family. Loucks states that Holmead's great aunt, Margaret, moved in 

with her wealthy brother-in-law George Clever ( 1819 - 1905) and her sister, Isabella, 

when they relocated to Shippensburg from nearby Cleversburg in 1903. Loucks 

adds that this family had several chi ldren who were to gain local recognition, in

cluding the Rev. Dr. Conrad W. C lever, a respected Reformed Church minister 

(his final home on N. Prince Street is now the Shippensburg University Alumni 

House) and the enterprising Samuel Kelso "Sammy" Clever who, in 1910, helped 

found Peerless Furniture, a Shippensburg industry that lasted till the 1960s. 

Loucks asserts that the proximity of the family houses in the borough meant 

that Holmead would have been intimately acquainted with these relatives as he 

was growing up. All ofHolmead's maternal relatives, including great great grand

parents and all his aunts and uncles, are buried in Spring Hill Cemetery, 

Shippensburg. His mother, as the wife of]ohn Clifford Phillips, is buried with her 

husband's family in Washington, D.C. 
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Holmead's Childhood 
It was the marriage ofHolmead's parents that occasioned his father, John Clifford, 

to locate permanently to Shippensburg. 
Once here, John Clifford entered a partnership in 1893 with his brother-in-law 

Samuel Kelso in a machine shop. Kelso later withdrew from the partnership, and 
John Clifford expanded ir to accommodate his next venture, the Boher & Phillips 
furniture factory. He built a picturesque estate in the borough on which at least 40 
trees of different varieties were planted . The building is now divided into apart
ments and is located at 135 Garfield Street, with lirrle evidence of irs past glory and 
few trees in sight. 

According to local anecdotes, Mr. Phillips was a short bur energetic man
remembered for his daily calisthenics on the house's capacious front-porch, after 
which he would "exercise his cars," by raking each of his two Cadillacs for a ride up 
and down Prince Street (Weast) . 

In addition to his hard work and prosperity, John Clifford was known as a well
read, strong-minded patriarch. Long letters between John Clifford and his son, 
still held by the family, demonstrate a persuasive rhetorician, particularly on rhe 
subjects of history and politics. Holmead would follow his father, not into the 
furniture business, bur certainly in his strongly opinionated personality (Crenson). 

As a child, Holmead considered himself a "dunce." School records are scarce 
before the turn of the 19'h century, bur Holmead's daughter Margaret does nor 
recall her father saying he finished high school. If he attended school, ir is likely to 
have been between 1895 and 1901 since education was mandatory only until age 
12. "(Holmead) is not listed as graduating, which is nor unusual. Most people did 
nor go beyond eighth grade at rhar rime," said Edward Shaeffer, a local historian 
who has extensively researched Shippensburg's school records. Shaeffer added that 
Holmead is nor listed with the high school graduating class of 1906, a class that 
boasted only twelve students, two of them boys. 

Holmead recalled a youth of uncluttered pastimes. Pictures show him on rhe 
porch of his fathers' estate or posing in a series of photographs of the property rhar 
showed the astonishing variety of plant life and trees that John Clifford purchased 
here or had imported (Weast). He recalled trips on the railway with friendly con
ductors, or rides in a wagon with his Uncle Samuel (with whom he continued to 
correspond during his later travels) . Rainer Zimmerman has written ofHolmead's 
early life: 

With noticeable sentimentality, however, he later on remembered the 
quiet charm of the [ ... ] landscape, famous for irs rural charm and irs quiet 
side streets. A few years later, upon learning of the death of his poor, old 
uncle [Samuel Kelso], he wrote to his wife about his young ideas. "In the 
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nineties, I traveled with him in a slow, one-horse or two-horse drawn car
riage on many a dusty road. For me, this is a 'living image' of the good old 
times. Until then, nothing had changed for an entire century. But this 
wonderful security, the never-changing character of customs and values, 
the poetic rural charm, all this was soon to be destroyed by recklessness, 
corruption, and arrogance of those "fuel johnnies" on the roads. (31) 

Oddly, it was thanks to the sale of his own "fuel johnny" that Holmead owed his 
life-changing decision to become an artist. After an apprenticeship in his father's 
factory, he was given a car but sold it to finance his first trip to Europe in 1912. He 
never drove again. According to family anecdote, the sale of Holmead's first and 
last car may also have been spurred on when Holmead backed over and killed a 
chicken. This so seriously upset him that he later became a vegetarian, saying that 
he did not want to eat living creatures. 

Cosmopolitan Identity and Final Years 

Interestingly, later in life, Holmead did not identify himself as a native of 
Shippensburg. This may be because, when he left here, he lost much in the way of 
inheritance. His father and mother's estate was bequeathed to St. Andrew's Episco
pal Church, which they had helped found in 1906. 

The church, built of local gray limestone, is a perfect replica of small English 
churches and was dedicated to John 
Clifford Phillip's mother, whose fondness 
for this style influenced the building pro
cess. The church's interior woodwork in 
oak and chestnut is filled with cut outs 
and carved symbols, created, no doubt, 
by John Clifford's own workmen. The 
church's organ is dedicated with a brass 
plaque to John Clifford Phillips, and the 
interior is filled with the soft light of green 
and gold stained glass, original to the 
structure. The Episcopal Home, located 
beside the church, was a charitable un
dertaking of Holmead's mother, Anna
Margaretta, in 1927 after the death of 
John Clifford in 1925. The building, 
originally a vacant vicarage, at first housed 
three ladies of the diocese who were with
out families . Since then, it has been ex

panded and upgraded three times. 
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Holmead Phillips on board ship in 1936. 
CCHS Photo Archives. 



Additionally, after Holmead's death, the Episcopal Church inherited the remain

der of the parental estate and went on to build a social hall, dedicating it to the 

John Clifford and Anna Margaretta. 
As a result of the Phillips's bequest to the church, however, Holmead received 

only a living trust, which meant that for the duration of his life, he would receive 

an annual sum, but this amount would not continue beyond his own lifetime. 

This was an understandable solution for his mother since Holmead was unmarried 

at the age of 45, at the time of her death. Holmead's parents could not have known 

that he would soon have a family to care for. The loss of control over his family's 

estate must have been a blow to him, and he attempted to contact a trusted relative 

and receive legal counsel on the ramifications of his mother's will, but he eventu

ally gave up trying to alter it. After this, when he was asked where he had been 

born, Holmead simply answered "Cumberland." 

When Holmead left Shippensburg as a primary residence in the early 1920s, he 

was in his early thirties. He visited from time to time throughout the next decade, 

but it is almost certain that Holmead never returned after his mother's death on 

Aug. 1, 1933, while visiting him in New York. 

According to his daughter Margaret, Holmead rarely mentioned his youth here. 

She added that while he must have resented the facts of his inheritance, it was by 

no means the only reason he left. Ultimately, the question of culture was at the 

root of all his future choices concerning residence. 

After spending a considerable amount of time in Germany and Belgium, 

Holmead moved frequently at the outbreak ofWWII hostilities-first to Norway, 

then Italy, and finally Portugal before returning to the States. Upon arrival here, he 

spent a year in the Midwest where he felt his family was safest; and after a year, 

migrated east to New York State where he spent the next 15 years, principally in 

Rye. 
From the time of his decision to embark on a career in art, Holmead never 

stopped perfecting his techniques . He retained his artisanal approach, employing 

the woodworking skills he had learned in his father 's factory. He was surrounded 

by non-electrical tools, with which he restored furniture and other antiques pur

chased on a regular basis at auctions wherever he was living. 

His impressive use of the palette knife in place of a paintbrush led to his signa

ture impasto painting style. He mixed all his own colors from powdered pigments 

and linseed oil, very rarely using paint from a tube, and he also blended colors 

straight onto the canvas using the palette lmife, leaving subtle streaks of colors. 

His masterful technique began to gain notice in his adopted country of Bel

gium near the end of his life. Zimmerman suggests, though, that Holmead's mi

gratory lifestyle and the volatility of his time made an art career hard to establish: 
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Holmead wi[h his wife and daugh[ers, seen [hrough [he window of [he Galet·ie Ba[eau Ivre in 
Brussels, 1972. Lef[ w righ[, Holmead, Elizabe[h, Chris[iana and MargareL CCHS Phow 
Archives. 

Despite the fact that he returned to war-torn Europe as soon as it 
appeared possible, he was a man almost in his seventies and 15 precious 
years had passed. His friends were dead; the galleries no longer existed; he 
had to begin anew and alone, 'a stranger to the locals,' as he once put it. So 
it came about that he shared the fate of a whole generation of artists in 
Europe who, through the historical distortions in the first half of the cen
tury, passed into obscurity. 'My friends,' he admitted in old age, 'have 
called me a 'hidden artist." (20) 

From the chronology compiled by Zimmerman, we know that Holmead did 
gain considerable recognition in the years immediately preceding his death. Mter 
what Zimmerman terms "his most creative year" in 1970, Holmead had exhibits 
at the Venderborght, Bateau Ivre, and Montjoie galleries in Brussels where he was 
living, and two shows at the Entremonde Gallery in Paris. Publication ensued with 
a book of thirty instantaneous portraits, as well as a small book published by the 
Pocket Museum and another featuring the poetry of Emile Kesteman. Finally, he 
was honored by the Belgian state and had an exhibition at the Galerie Albert I in 
Brussels. 

On February 13, 1975, Holmead tripped over a rug and fell at his home, break
ing his femur. He died in the hospital in Etterbek, Brussels, on February 22. His 
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body was transported to Bremen where he is buried in the Riesenberger Cemetery, 
after which his widow Elisabeth relocated to Germany with the artistic inheritance. 

Of the substantial number ofHolmead paintings that exist, 50 were bequeathed 
to the Bremen State Museum and are now at the affiliated Paula Modersohn Becker 
Museum in Bremen. The estate and several German collectors hold the remaining 
canvases. 

In the United States Yale University has a painting by Holmead of St. Martin 
(given in a picture exchange between Holmead and Katherine Dreier of the Societe 
Anonyme in 1936), and, more recently, the estate gave four family portraits to 
Shippensburg University. In addition, the Cumberland County Historical Society's 
purchase is the beginning of recognition for Holmead's legacy stateside. 

Holmead's family history goes on through his children Margaret Phillips Crenson 
of Pleasant Valley, New York, and Christiana Phillips MacDonald of Inverness, 
Scotland. The Kelso-Stough lineage continues with Margaret's children, David 
Holmead Hanson and Alexandra Elisabeth Crenson. Alexandra gave birth this 
past October to Holmead's first great great grandchild, William Elwood Eisler. 

Today, Cumberland County has a growing awareness of this wonderful artist 
who lived in our midst. Holmead is indeed "a Pennsylvania treasure," as a procla
mation by Catherine Baker Knoll, Pennsylvania Lieutenant Governor, states. More 
importantly for us, he is our Cumberland County treasure. 
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Canals, Railroads, Philadelphia, And The Struggle 
For Internal Improvement In The Cumberland Valley, 
1825-1837 
Mark W Podvia 

In April 1825, the Pennsylvania General Assembly authorized the construction of 
the "Public Works," a state-built system of canals and railroads designed to provide 
improved transportation throughout the Commonwealth. 1 The most vital portion 
of the Public Works was the "Main Line," a 395-mile long series of canals and 
railroads built to link the state's largest city, Philadelphia, with the important west
ern city of Pittsburgh. 

The 1825 act also authorized a survey for a canal through the Cumberland 
Valley connecting the Susquehanna River with the Potomac River. The survey was 
completed and submitted to the commissioners on 6 December 1827.2 The state 
did not, however, act on the survey; the proposed canal was never constructed. 

Instead, a second survey was ordered "from a point at or near the west end of the 
Harrisburg Bridge, through or near to Carlisle to Chambersburg, for the purpose 
of constructing a rail-road. "3 The completed survey was submitted by the Canal 
Commissioners to the legislature in November, 1828.4 However, the Common
wealth once again failed to take action . 

In late 1828, a group of citizens from Baltimore, Maryland, petitioned the Penn
sylvania legislature asking for the right to build a railroad from Baltimore to Carlisle 
via the City ofYork. 5 Despite the pleas of the residents of Cumberland and York 
Counties, Philadelphia's representatives in the General Assembly refused to permit 
the construction of the proposed line. 

This left the people of the Cumberland Valley dependant on an inadequate 
system of roads and turnpikes, retarding the economic growth of the region. Only 
with the opening of the Cumberland Valley Railroad in 1837 did the Cumberland 
Valley finally have a means of transportation sufficient to spur economic growth. 

The purpose of this article is not to discuss the operation of the Cumberland 
Valley Railroad; that has already been done by others, particularly by Paul ]. 
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Detail of Paul Blaser's paiming of the Carlisle 
Public Square, showing the CVRR train on 
Main (High) Street in 1843. His work was based 
on an illustration found in Sherman Day's His
torical Collections of the Strite of Penns)'lvania. 

Westhaeffer in his excellent The His
tmy of the Cumberland Vaffq Railroad 
(1979). Instead this article will concen
trate on the transportation needs of the 
Cumberland Valley in the 1820's and 
1830's and the struggle between the 
people of the valley and the business 
interests of the Ciry of Philadelphia in 
meeting those needs. 

BACKGROUND 
The Cumberland Valley, 12 to 20 

miles in width of relatively flat land 
lying between Blue Mountain (also 
called North Mountain) and South 
Mountain, stretches approximately 75 
miles from the west shore of the 
Susquehanna River opposite Harris
burg, Pennsylvania, southwest to the 
Potomac River at Williamsport, Mary
land. It is part of the "Great Valley" that 

"extends under different names from the southern extremiry ofVermont across the 
Hudson at Newburgh, the Delaware at Easton, the Susquehanna at Harrisburg, 
the Potomac at Harper's Ferry and the James at Lynchburg, and then sweeps around 
through Tennessee, and loses itself in Alabama and the Southwest."6 The Pennsyl
vania counties of Cumberland and Franldin and Maryland's Washington Counry 
lie within the Cumberland Valley. 

Colonial settlers sensibly adopted many of the discernible Indian trails for their 
own use. In 1744 the famous Great Road was laid out from Harris Ferry [present
day Harrisburg] to the Potomac, following the old Indian path in many places. 7 

However, the road was not "cleared, cut or bridged" for many years thereafter. 8 

The early roads in the valley left a great deal to be desired. "Viewers, supervisors 
and counry authorities generally allowed things to go on as they had from the 
beginning, with trees and roots on the roadway and with mud up to the hubs. The 
present day farmer in any part of the state would stand in amazement at the hay 
wagons and coal wagons, with six horses trying to pull the loaded wagon through 
three feet of mud over ridges and up grades."9 So dangerous were the road condi
tions that "[m]ost travelers going any great distance by existing wagon or coach 
lines usually put their personal affairs in good order before leaving, often up-dating 
their wills ." 10 
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This situation was somewhat improved following the opening of the Philadel
phia-Lancaster Turnpike in 1795. The road was fifty feet wide, 24-feet of which 
was paved with broken limestone and gravel. 11 Several turnpikes were authorized 
for the valley in the early 1800's, including the Harrisburg and Pittsburgh Turn
pike in 1806, the Hanover and Carlisle Turnpike in 1809, and the Harrisburg, 
Carlisle and Chambersburg Turnpike and the Chambersburg and Bedford Turn
pike in 1814. 12 

Yet the building of macadamized turnpikes did not solve the Cumberland Valley's 
transportation problems. A single wagon-team could carry a maximum of two and 
one/half tons of freight; a double canal boat with a single mule team could carry up 
to 250 tons. 13 Because of the limited capacity of the wagons, it was very expensive 
to ship goods by turnpike. It was also a very time consuming process. "The wagon 
journey from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, a distance of 297 miles, ordinarily re
quired about three weeks and the charge for freight transportation during the first 
decade of the 19th Century was about $5.00 a hundred weight. "14 The high cost of 
wagon transport meant that only first class freight could be shipped. 

THE SUSQUEHANNA AND POTOMAC CANAL 
In 1805 an unnamed Philadelphian, writing as "A Friend to National Industry," 

proposed that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania finance the construction of a 
series of canals to link Philadelphia together with the various regions of the state. 
Among the streams that he proposed be opened for navigation were the tributaries 
of the Susquehanna River. 

These several streams which pay tribute to [the] Susquehanna alone, 
are computed to water a space of fifty millions of acres. How many of these 
millions of acres are now uncultivated from the want of a certain and easy 
carriage of produce to market? Would not every acre which is now worth 
five dollars be worth from ten to fifteen or more, if there was established a 
secure inland navigation which would enable the farmer to transmit his 
produce at any period of the year to the best market at a small expence 
[sic]? 15 

This was not the first proposal for canal building in Pennsylvania, as early as 
1690 William Penn had suggested a canal to connect the Schuylkill River with the 
Susquehanna River. 16 

Philadelphia had been the largest and most important city in North America at 
the time of the Revolution, and it remained so for many years thereafter. However, 
Philadelphia's dominance was threatened by New York City, which passed it in 
population between 1800 and 1810, and by Baltimore, which was connected to 
the west by the National Road. In 1817 New York State began construction of the 
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The CVRR Bridge crossing the Susquehanna River at Harrisburg as it appeared in the 1870s. 
Illustration from The Pennsylvania Railroad by William B. Sipes. 

Erie Canal, designed to connect the Hudson River with Lake Erie. As the Erie 
Canal neared completion, it became obvious that Philadelphia would need to take 
action to preserve its position in the "struggle for economic supremacy."17 

On 11 April1825, Pennsylvania Governor J. Andrew Shulze signed "An act to 
appoint a board of Canal Commissioners ." Pursuant to the act, the commission
ers were directed "to consider and adopt such measures as they shall think requisite 
and proper, preparatory to the establishment of a navigable communication be
tween the eastern and the western waters of the state, and Lake Erie." 18 Among the 
routes authorized for examination was one "through Cumberland and Franklin 
counties, to the Potomac. " 19 

The proposed route through the Cumberland Valley was but one of many routes 
authorized for survey. The primary routes designated in the act were those de
signed to connect Philadelphia "to Pittsburg[h], and from thence to Lake Erie," 
and "to the northern boundary of the state, towards the Seneca or Cayuga lake. "20 

The inclusion of the Cumberland Valley route in the act might have been done 
"with the honest intention of preparing for future construction."2 1 However, it is 
more likely that it was nothing more than an effort on the part of politicians to 
gain the support of the voters of Cumberland and Franldin Counties for the building 
of canals and railroads that would more directly benefit Philadelphia. 
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John Mitchell was appointed by the Canal Commissioners "to make the exami
nation through Cumberland and Franldin Counties to the Potomac River."22 

Mitchell's survey, an account of which was published in Carlisle's American Volun
teer, called for a canal that would follow the Conodogwinet Creek from the 
Susquehanna River to Greenvillage, in Franldin county.23 From there the proposed 
canal would follow the Conococheague Creek into Chambersburg. 24 

Mitchell's drafts and field notes were filed with the Canal Commissioners on 26 
December 1826.25 Unfortunately, they are not among the records of the Canal 
Commissioners now held by the Pennsylvania State Archives. However, a letter 
dated 8 December 1826, from John Mitchell to the Board of Canal Commission
ers was found in the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh early in the last century and 
was published in The Kittochtinny Historical Society Papers. In this letter Mitchell 
described the route, in part, as follows: 

In compliance with your letter of instructions dated the 17'" of June 
last, I immediately proceeded to the duties assigned me, and commenced 
my levelings as marked on a buttonwood tree, on the north side of the 
Conodogwinet Creek at the junction with the Susquehanna of the County 
of Cumberland. I continued my level up the creek, following the different 
windings of the channel the distance of three miles and ninety-eight perches, 
to a marked swamp white oak, making an ascent of 16.68. On the south 
side of the creek the banks are high and afford no bottom, which does not 
overflow by high waters. On the north side for a short distance above the 
mouth of the creek the ground ascends gradually from the creek, the high 
banks put in the same as the south side. The slate and limestone soil is 
divided by the stream, the former being on the north, the latter on the 
south side. Continued my level a distance of five miles and seventy-nine 
perches to a marked cherry tree near the dwelling house of a Mr. Orr, 
ascent 16.02, the banks,bottom, etc., the same as before described. Con
tinuing a distance of four miles, two hundred and forty perches to Rupp's 
mill dam. Ascent 17.63, banks steep and high, bottom as before. Contin
ued a distance of nine miles and thirty-eight perches to Fisher's mill. As
cent 29.18 in this distance. Three limestone bars put across the creek from 
the south to the north side, the banks and the bottoms as before .... 26 

The geography of the Conodogwinet Creek as described by Mitchell hardly 
represented optimal canal-building conditions. Indeed, engineer William R. 
Hopkins later wrote that "[t]he valley of the Conodogwinet seemed almost to bid 
defiance to improvement."27 

Because it would not be restricted by the need for an adequate water supply, a 
railroad could easy be built to the south of the creek, following the level ground 
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through the center of the valley. However, a canal would have lacked this flexibility. 

It could only have been built along the creek, something that Hopkins-and prob

ably Mitchell, although he did not say so in his writings-believed to be impossible. 

Rivers and streams are much more easily passed by Railways than they can be by 

Canals. 
In addition to the problems posed by steep banks, a restricted channel and lime

stone bars, a canal along the Conodogwinet Creek would have faced an 365-foot 

increase in elevation from the mouth of the Creek to the summit at Green village. 28 

The Union Canal, which ran between Reading and Middletown, required 93 lift 

locks to reach a 311-foot summit at Lebanon; the proposed Susquehanna and 

Potomac Canal would have required even more lockage. Canal locks increased trans

portation time, required additional labor to tend and maintain the locks and in

creased water usage. 29 

So ended the proposal for the Susquehanna and Potomac Canal. The residents 

of the valley would never hear shouts of"Hey lock!" or the sound of the boatman's 

horn. Instead, it would be the whistle of the steam locomotive that would ulti

mately echo through the Cumberland Valley. 

THE FRANKLIN AND CUMBERLAND RAIL-ROAD 

On 13 March 1828, a "large and respectable meeting of the citizens of 

Cumberland County" was held at the courthouse in Carlisle to discuss the status of 

internal improvements in Pennsylvania. 30 The group adopted a resolution in which 

it was observed that "the spirit of internal improvement has so far extended itself 

among the people of Pennsylvania, as to induce the legislature to adopt a general 

system, by which facilities may be offered to all parts of our state, to improve every 

natural advantage which they may possess," and that "the valley of Cumberland, 

because of its levelness of surface, offers peculiar advantages for a rail-way; and 

because of its fertility of soil and richness in mineral productions, would add greatly 

to the revenue of the state."31 The resolution requested that the county's senator 

and representatives "use their exertions to introduce into the bill now pending 

before our legislature, a section which shall provide for the location and comple

tion of a rail-way through the county of Cumberland."32 

The requested section was included in "An act to provide for the further exten

sion of the Pennsylvania canal" signed into law by Governor Shulze on 24 March 

1828.33 The act directed that the Canal Commissioners "cause examinations, sur

veys and estimates to be made .. .from a point at or near the west end of the Harris

burg bridge, through or near to Carlisle to Chambersburg, for the purpose of 
constructing a rail road. "34 

67 



Several months passed before the required survey was performed. On 
8 September 1828, the Honorable David Scott, a member of the Canal 
Commissioners, received a letter postmarked 26 August 1828, signed by 
17 inhabitants of Franldin County demanding that immediate action be 
taken: The inhabitants are not aware of any arrangement made or time 
appointed for the execution of the duties imposed by the Legislature on 
the Canal Commissioners. We are unwilling yet to attribute this want of 
attention to any unfriendly feeling towards this section of the Country on 
the part of the Commissioners, and suppose they can assign satisfactory 
reasons for the same. Believing however that both our population & re
sources entitle us to as much attention as other parts of the Common
wealth, which have occupied so much of your attention & time, we 
respectfully insist that the contemplated Routes on this side of the 
Susquehanna to Chambersburg, from Harrisburg ... be explored .... 35 

The desired exploration soon began. Engineer William R. Hopkins, arrived in 
the valley in September 1828, and began his survey. 

Hopkin's opinion as to the impossibility of building along the banks of the 
Conodogwinet Creek has already been discussed. However, he did report favorably 
on railroad through the center of the valley: "I think I shall have but very little diffi
culty in passing as far as Carlisle, by keeping along the height ofland that divides the 
Conodogwinet waters from those of the Yellow Breaches. There is near this a succes
sion of depressions, which if followed, will give a beautiful & cheap line, as this 
course is direct, and as very few culverts & no bridges will be necessary."36 

Hopkins also explored a route along the Yellow Breeches Creek, writing that 
"[t]he route that seems least objectionable of all , would be to pass up the Yellow 
Breeches from its mouth & leave Carlisle & Shippingsport [Shippensburg] both to 
the right. From the idea I now have of the country this would seem to be the 
cheapest even if branch lines have to be laid to both places. "37 On 25 September 
1828, Hopkins wrote from Carlisle that "I have got on with the line to this place 
with much less difficulty than I anticipated and I think by a little alteration near 
the river the line can be brought here having 18 feet per mile for the greatest grade. 
This line will not need a Stationary Engine and thus far we have only graded up 
and ran level. "38 

Hopkins' next letter, dated 1 November 1828, was written from a point five 
miles east of Chambersburg. He noted the following: 

The line from 5 miles east of Carlisle has been very troublesome to 
locate. I had hoped to have got through without a steam engine, and I 
made many attempts, but was completely foiled in every one of them. 
With an engine of 52 feet rise we have at last got a very good line, but it 
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cost us a great deal of exploring. I think that few lines of Rail road will be 
run in this country for the same distance that will be as cheap as this. I 
have not as yet graded higher than eighteen feet per mile .... We are now I 
think past all trouble & 4 miles of smooth running will probably bring us 
to Chambersburg.39 

Despite Hopkin's promising survey, the Franklin and Cumberland Rail-Road 
was never built. In 1828 the Commonwealth was financing the construction of the 
three canal divisions of the Main Line-the Eastern Division, the Juniata Division 
and the Western Division-and the Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad. 40 In 
addition, it was building branch canals along the Susquehanna River, the West 
Branch, the North Branch, the Delaware River and French Creek.41 

The construction of the Public Works, particularly the canals, was very expen
sive. On 24 March 1828, the governor was authorized to borrow "a sum or sums in 
the whole not exceeding two millions of dollars" to pay for the internal improve
ments. 42 An additional loan of $500,000 was authorized the following month. 43 

The next year the governor was authorized to borrow an additional five million 
dollars. 44 Money was unavailable for internal improvement projects in the 
Cumberland Valley. 

In addition, such a railroad remained unnecessary in the eyes of Philadelphia 
merchants. Their primary goal remained the opening of a link between their city 
and Pittsburgh. Geography dictated that Philadelphia-via Harrisburg and 
Lancaster-would remain the major trading partner for at least the northern part 
of the Cumberland Valley. No other competitor was yet in sight for this valuable 
trade. This situation would soon change. 

THE BALTIMORE AND SUSQUEHANNA RAIL ROAD COMPANY 
The 8 January 1829 issue of the American Volunteer noted that an application 

had been made to the Pennsylvania General Assembly by Maryland interests for 
the incorporation of the "Baltimore and Susquehanna Rail Road Company" for 
the purpose of constructing a railroad along the Susquehanna River from Balti
more to Carlisle. 45 The newspaper reported that: 

The improvements now in progress by the State of Pennsylvania, but 
more particularly the canals up the Juniata and Susquehanna rivers, threaten, 
when completed, to divert the trade heretofore enjoyed, into those chan
nels, and to leave us deserted by enterprise and capital.. .. But a Rail Road 
to Baltimore will preserve and improve the standing we have heretofore 
occupied, and give us a fair opportunity for honourable competition with 
our fellow citizens in other quarters .... We do not ask the State to aid us
we ask only to be permitted to do ir. 46 
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"The Pioneer," a light passenger locomotive built in 1851 for the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad . CCHS Photo Archives. 

Baltimore was, 
however, one of the 
chief competitors with 
Philadelphia for west
ern trade. At a meet

ing held in Carlisle on 
13 January 1829, it 
was noted that "oppo
sition will come from 
the city of Philadel
phia, and has already 
assumed the shape of 
memorials, and re
monstrances. We are 

truly proud of our 
great metropolis, but 
we cannot perceive 

the justice of requiring, that the interests of this section of the state should be 
sacrificed to promote the welfare of Philadelphia. "47 

The residents of York County were even more explicit in the resolutions they 
adopted at a meeting held on 27 November 1828: 

Resolved, That it is a self-evident position, that the prosperity of the 
whole commonwealth can alone be effectually secured and advanced by 

establishing and promoting the prosperity of each and every of its parts. 

Resolved, That the County of York, one of the most populous and 
productive in the State, is by its location deprived of participation in the 
benefits which will result from the great works of improvement now pros
ecuting under the auspices and at the charge of the commonwealth. 

Resolved, That while the inhabitants of other sections of our territory 

are about to be furnished with increased facilities for the transportation of 
their products, those of York county are left to convey their products to 
market under very discouraging circumstances. 

Resolved, That it is the wish of the interior to contribute its support, as 

it is the wish of this meeting to cherish friendly feelings towards the me
tropolis of our State; but that we cannot extend a servile friendship for an 
ungenerous return, and shall never carry our support of the interests of 

Philadelphia father than we can carry along with our own interests and 
those of the community at large. 48 

70 



As expected, alarmed Philadelphians soon undertook to quash the proposed 
railroad. An article in the United States Gazette set forth the following argument: 

The policy of Pennsylvania, in the prosecution of her system of Inter

nal Improvement, has undoubtably been and now is, to unite the western, 
with the middle, and the eastern sections of the state, so as to promote not 
only mutual interests, by permanent and solid interchanges of commerce, 
but a close and intimate connection between the individual members of our 
own commonwealth. This of itself will form a cement of friendship and 
good fellowship, which old prejudices and state jealousies, can never dis
unite. Mutual intimacy will produce mutual interests, and the increased 
population and trade of the country and the city, must consequently dif
fuse its influence through every branch of the social compact-why then 
give to Baltimore the benefits of these improvements, which rightfully 
belong to Philadelphia?49 

Despite the efforts of the citizens of York and Cumberland Counties, the peti
tion was denied. In taking this action the House Committee on Inland Navigation 
and Internal Improvement observed that "[i] t is the plain dictate of prudence and 
policy to pause before a public work is authorized at the suggestion of persons who 
wish to draw the trade of Pennsylvania from her own sea-port, where .. . are to be 
found the caterers of the public treasury. "50 

In responding to this action, Senator Jesse Miller of Cumberland County chas
tised the politicians representing the city of Philadelphia: 

From whence comes this objection? Is it from the people of Pennsylva
nia at large, or is it from the citizens of Philadelphia? It is from the people 
of Philadelphia alone, and from them only, that we have been presented 
with remonstrances on the subject .... Is it pretended that the people of 
Philadelphia are more patriotic than any other portion of the citizens that 
they should take upon themselves to be the exclusive guardians of the pub
lic interest? No, they are governed as much as any other people by what 
they conceive to be their own interest, and care not about the interest of 
the state, further than it accords with their ownY 

THE CUMBERLAND VALLEY RAIL ROAD 
The American Volunteer of 23 December 1830, included a synopsis of the an

nual message of the Governor of the Commonwealth . In it, the governor lauded 
the citizens of Pennsylvania, asking "[w]hat state in the Union surpasses us in the 
works of internal improvement?"52 

The American Volunteer replied to the governor, noting that "[h]e should have 
added another suggestion, and a portion of the state which has been thus far ne-

71 



glected, would have hailed the proposition with enthusiastic joy: We mean the 
propriety and necessity of causing a canal or rail-way to be made, under the general 
system, from the Susquehanna river, through [the] Cumberland valley, by Carlisle 
and Chambersburg .... "53 

On 13 January 1831 , the citizens of Cumberland County again gathered in 
their courthouse "for the purpose of considering the propriety of memorializing 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, on the subject of a RAIL ROAD (emphasis in 
original), to lead from Carlisle to a suitable point on rhe Susquehanna river. "54 The 
memorial adopted at the meeting provided the following: 

The citizens [of Cumberland County] have a right to expect that they 
will be allowed, at least to participate in the advantages of those improve
ments which promise to enrich rhe State in irs eastern and western bor
ders: And that although the present condition of the finances of the 
commonwealth will not authorize a communication with the Pennsylva
nia Canal or Rail Road, to be made exclusively out of the funds of the 
State, yet, rhar such aid will be afforded by rhe Legislature, as will render 
efficacious, the enterprise of individuals, and accomplish an object of im
mense importance .... On this subject, an intense excitement pervades our 
county-our citizens are alive to a just sense of their interest and claims, 
and will freely contribute toward the accomplishment of the object, by 
liberal subscription of stock. 55 

On 2 April 1831, Governor George Wolf signed "An act to incorporate the 
Cumberland Valley rail-road company."56 The railroad was authorized to start "at 
the borough of Carlisle, in rhe county of Cumberland, and passing through said 
county by the nearest and best route, to a point on rhe Susquehanna river, at or 
near the borough of Harrisburg. "57 The sale of stock in the new company began on 
the 2 May 183 P 8 It was assumed that the shares would sell quickly; they did nor. 
The proposed line was too short to attract rhe attention of Philadelphia investors; 
there were too few investors in Cumberland County alone to support the venture. 

The act was revived on 15 April 1835, with rhe company being given "full 
power and authority to construct the rail-road from rhe Susquehanna River, by 
way of Carlisle and Shippensburg to Chambersburg, in the county ofF ranldin .... "59 

With a significantly longer and more viable railroad having been authorized, stock 
in the new company sold quicldy. The Carlisle Herald and General Advertiser of 
May 20, 1835, reported "that already upwards of 1500 shares, the number neces
sary to obtain a charter have been subscribed for. "60 A total of 4200 shares were 
subscribed by 22] uly 1835, 60 percent of which was subscribed in Philadelphia. 61 

The reason for rhe change of heart on rhe part of Philadelphians might be partly 
explained by a short article in the Carlisle Herald and General Advertiser for 26 
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November 1834. It was reported that "[t]he citizens ofFranldin county are con
templating the connection of Chambersburg with the [Baltimore and] Ohio Rail 
Road and Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Companies; a committee has been appointed 

to open a correspondence with those companies on rhe subject. Chambersburg is 
now within twenty-five miles of the Improvements which lead to the Markets of 
Baltimore and the District of Columbia."62 

The merchants ofPhiladelphia had no desire to see this trade pass to their southern 
rival. However, a more important reason for the change of heart might have been 

expressed in a letter signed simply by "Penn" that was published in the Carlisle 
Herald and Genera/Advertiser of20 May 1835: 

[S] tack for the purpose of constructing a similar road from the Lancaster 

rail-road to Harrisburg, has all been subscribed for with avidity. This road 
then uniting with the road to Chambersburg, will fonn a continuous and 
unbrolun trade, half wa)' on the great road leading to Pittsburgh ji-om Phila
delphia. With the facility of an uninterrupted railway fimn Philadelphia to 
Chambersburg-ji-om a lmowledge that our canal remains closed voy fate in 
the spring season ... . there cannot be a doubt but that this road will and must 
become at last, the grand thoroughfare to the western count!)' (emphasis added); 
and I believe from its particular location, it will take precedence over even 

the great New York Canal for a large amount of trade. 63 

In his first report to the newly elected board, dated 23 October 1835, Chief 
Engineer William Milnor Roberts wrote that "[t]he whole length of the route, as 

traced, from the Susquehanna river, by way of Mechanicsburg, Carlisle, Irwin's 
Mill, Shippensburg, and Thompson's Mill, to Chambersburg, is 49 1/8 miles, which 

is about the same length as the present turnpike, and six miles shorter than the 
route surveyed by order of the State, in 1828."64 

Roberts found the Cumberland Valley to be well suited for a railroad. He wrote 

the following: 

Nearly the whole of the Rail Road will pass through a finely cultivated 

country abounding with some of the richest limestone farms in the State. 
The ground is generally slightly undulating, but not broken, except in a 
very few instances, for short distances. The line is crossed by very few 

streams, and consequently requires a comparatively small expenditure for 
culverts and bridges. The graduation, upon much the greatest portion, 

will be under thirty feet per mile .. . .In plan, its features will be remarkably 
favorable, the curves being few in number, and all, except two or three, 

having radii exceeding half a mile in length. 65 

The chief engineer estimated that a single track railroad could be constructed 

from the Susquehanna River to Chambersburg for $469,464.00.66 This price did 
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not include the erection of a bridge across the Susquehanna, for which a cost was 

projected of $95 ,000.00.67 

By the Spring of 1836 scores of contractors were at work on some 50 miles of 
railbed from the Susquehanna River to Chambersburg, working "with vigor."68 

Work had commenced on the Susquehanna River bridge and in Carlisle, "at the 

request of many property owners," the railroad tracks were laid down the middle of 
High Street, passing directly through the Public Square.69 The rails used were not 
of solid iron, but were composed of strong "white oak parallel rails laid on cross 

ties, and on these rails strap iron ... was spiked down. "70 

The excitement of the populous was shown when the first division of the rail
road, from Carlisle to the Susquehanna River, was opened on 19 August 1837, "a 

glorious day to the citizens of Cumberland County. "71 A special train carrying "the 
managers, engineers and a numerous company," pulled by the engine Cumberland 
Valley, left Carlisle at 8:00 a.m. and traveled east to the Susquehanna River, com

pleting the 16 mile trip in 57 minutes. 72 The trip was repeated several times that 
day, "the cars filled and covered with passengers."73 

At 2:30 p.m. a special dinner was held at Aughinbaugh's Hotel, located on the 

southwest corner of Pitt and High Streets.74 Following the meal Judge John Reed, 
president judge of the Ninth Judicial District and founder of the Dickinson School 
of Law, offered a series of ten toasts, the newspaper account noting that they "were 

drunk with great glee."75 The ten toasts offered by Judge Reed were as follows: 
1. The Cumberland Valley Rail Road: A common source of advantage to all our 

interests; and a monument of praise to those who projected-and to those 
who have thus far succeeded in making it. 

2. The subscribers to its stock: Their liberality and enterprise, constitute a public 

debt; let us acknowledge the claim, if it should never be paid. 
3. The managers of the rail road: The boldness, skill, and persevering industry 

hitherto evinced, in subduing difficulties, afford a sure pledge of speedy and 
full success. 

4. W. Milnor Roberts, Esq. the chief engineer: His name is identified with the 

success of the enterprise. 
5. The silent language of the rail road: Large crops to the farmer, abundant em

ployment to the manufacturer and mechanic, extensive sales to the merchant, 

and a traveling propensity to those who have nothing to do at home. 
6. Internal Improvements: Great sources of national wealth, and national union. 

They embrace the common interests of all classes of the community. 
7. The rich and the poor: They have one common interest in national prosperity. 

It is an act of perfidy to attempt to engender discord between them. 
8. The people of Cumberland Valley: A rich soil, good climate, industrious hab

its, and good morals-these afford a sure pledge of lasting prosperity. 
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9. Dickinson College: An ornament in the literary annals of our country. 
10. The co-operation of science and manual labor: The one cannot prosper with

out the other. Numerous speeches and volunteer toasts were then offered by 
others present, after which "the company retired at an early hour. "76 

The first trips on the railroad were apparently restricted to men. However, on 
Monday, 21 August 1837, "all of Heaven's last, best gift to man in town, were 
invited to take a ride for pleasure. "77 The newspaper reported that" [s] uch a gather
ing of the 'fair sex' we never did see."78 It was further reported that "the fears of 
many were not realized, and ... no accident whatever occurred to mar the pleasures 
of the ceremony. "79 

Work continued on the line from Carlisle to Chambersburg. On 10 November 
1837, the line was opened to Newville, with the arrival of the locomotive at Nevtville 
being announced by the firing of cannon. 80 The following Thursday, 16 November 
183 7, the second division of the railroad from Carlisle to Chambersburg was opened 
to rraffic. 81 An article in the CarLisLe Republican described the reaction expressed by 
the public as the first train, pulled by the engines Cumberland VaLLey and Carlisle, 
rolled into Chambersburg: 

[D]ogs dropped their rails, and ran, like frightened fiends, howling 
and trembling, to the far off mountains; men there were, roo, who cleared 
ditches and fences at a single bound, as the hissing Engines approached
others rolled upon the ground and kicked up their heels, to express in a 
new way a new delight, intoxicating and bewildering, that rushed 'like 
mighty waters' upon their souls. Old men and women leaned on their 
staffs and gazed in visible awe, as if doomsday were at hand, or 'chaos come 
again;' while blooming maidens capered and danced and looked with more 
delight on the grim and be-sooted countenance of the steam-demon, than 
ever they did on clean-washed lover's, dressed in his Sunday clothes. 82 

As with the opening of the railroad to Carlisle, the first train to Chambersburg 
was followed by a banquet, "as fine a dinner as any man could wish to set down to, 
and to which several hundred persons did substantial jusrice."83 Following the meal, 
Thomas Grubb M'Culloh, the president of the railroad, presented a speech "set
ring forth the value of the work which had rhus been completed by individual 
enterprise, in a portion of the state to which the great state works of improvement 
had not reached."84 M'Culloh noted "the kindness of our Philadelphia friends who 
had come to the rescue," and ended his speech "with a sentiment complimentary 
to Philadelphia, which was drunk with enthusiasm."85 

Chief Engineer Roberts had also paid his respects to Philadelphia in his first 
report, writing that "Philadelphia has a deeper interest than has generally been 
imagined, in the speedy completion of this improvement, as it will advantageously 
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affect her interests to a very considerable extent. But few of her capitalists have 
turned their attention to the immense trade of Cumberland and Franldin counties. 
One obvious reason of this is, that it was in a measure unknown to the commercial 
community. "86 

Nothing could have been further from the truth. The residents of the Cumberland 
Valley had been lobbying for the construction of a canal or railroad for more than 
ten years, only to be blocked by Philadelphia interests at every turn. Letters and 
memorials had clearly described the economic potential of the valley. The state
ments made by the railroad's management were undoubtably designed to kowtow 
to the majority stockholders in the City of Brotherly Love from whom additional 
funds were needed to complete and maintain the line. 

Not everyone in the Cumberland Valley had, however, forgotten the treatment 
they had earlier received at the hands of Philadelphia. "Great cities are great sores," 
wrote the editor of the American Volunteer on 27 December 1838: 

[I] t is our duty to direct the attention of the people of the interior of 
Pennsylvania, to the excrescence that threatens destruction to our body 
politic. We are satisfied that Philadelphia is the Capua of our Republic, 
and that all the corruption the people have complained of, has originated 
in that quarter .... [T]he farmers of the interior have been taxed for rail roads 
and canals, that have poured golden tribute into the lap of this harlot
they have given the sweat of their brows to her property, but hereafter let 
our motto be, delenda est Carthago! There are other and better marts for 
our trade than this sink of corruption-let the representatives of the people 
look to it! 87 

CONCLUSION 
The citizens of Cumberland and Franldin Counties finally had the railroad for 

which they had worked so hard for so many years. Yet the railroad company did 
not immediately prosper, in part because the railroad bridge over the Susquehanna 
River was not opened to traffic until16 January 1839.88 "The delay in completing 
the Susquehanna bridge was no doubt a contributing factor, since without it there 
was no rail connection with the East."89 In addition, "[t]he cost of the bridge was 
substantially in excess of the estimates. "90 The fact that the nation was caught in a 
serious depression, caused by the Panic of 1837, did not help matters for the young 

company.91 

The company's financial prospects eventually improved, leading to improved 
economic activity throughout the entire valley. Wheat and flour, iron ore, livestock 
and other goods were shipped out of the valley, 75 percent of the amount shipped 
going to Philadelphia in 1860.92 Meanwhile, anthracite coal-which was not widely 
available prior to the coming of the railroad-lumber, dry goods and iron products 
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were imported into the valley.93 In 1846 some 23,000 tons of freight was moved in 
both directions on the Cumberland Valley Railroad. 94 With the end of the depres
sion in 1848, this figure rose to 35,000 tons. 95 

The population figures taken from the United States census clearly show the 
effect that the railroad had on Cumberland County.96 The 1830 Federal census 
gave the county's population was 29 ,226; by the 1850 census it had risen to 34,327. 
However, the population increase in communities served by the railroad was far 
greater than in those boroughs and townships not served by the C.VR.R. The 
population of the Borough of Carlisle increased from 3708 in 1830 to 5664 in 
1850. Shippensburg Borough's population increased from 1608 to 1843 during 
that period, while Shippensburg Township's population jumped from 180 to 277. 
Meanwhile, the population of East Pennsborough Township, not on the C.VR.R. 
line, dropped from 2186 in 1830 to 1845 in 1850. Mifflin Township's population 
increased only slightly, from 1431 to 1460. 

The C.VR.R. never became "the grand thoroughfare to the western country" as 
had once been predicted. 97 That role was ultimately taken by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company. However, the Cumberland Valley Railroad served the valley 
well for 82 years until it was merged into the Philadelphia-based Pennsylvania 

Railroad on 2 June 1919.98 
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Etahdleuh Doanmoe: From Prisoner to Missionary 
Sandy Mader 

Author's note: The Trout Gallery at Dickinson College presented an exhibit en
tided "The Carlisle Indian School: 1879-1918" from January 30 ro February 28, 
2004. Visirors to this exhibit were able ro see several pictographs that were once 
part of an album of drawings presented ro Mason D. Pratt by his father, Richard 
Henry Pratt. The front cover of that album is embossed in gold letters "A Kiowa's 
Odyssey", and the Kiowa whose drawings formerly rested inside the red covers was 
Etahdleuh Doanmoe, the subject of this article. Etahdleuh, as he was usually known 
(with a rough phonetic pronunciation of Eh-TAH-dlee-uh), made a remarkable 
odyssey from the plains of Indian Terrirory, to a prison in Florida, ro the school 
founded by Richard Pratt and back to Indian Terrirory. He also had many interest
ing side-trips along his life's journey. A warrior, a prisoner, a student, a farmer, a 
mentor to younger students, a missionary-Etahdleuh was all these things and 
more, but he was also an artist. The following article provides some insights inro "A 
Kiowa's Odyssey". 

The Daily Evening Sentinel of June 19, 1882, reported an event that had never 
occurred before in the 131 years of Carlisle hisrory-the marriage of a Kiowa couple 
on the grounds of Carlisle Barracks. The Barracks was then the site of an off-reser
vation boarding school for Indian students, but it had once been a school where 
US Army cavalry had trained before going off ro engage in the continuing struggle 
ro subjugate and confine the Indians of the western plains. The newspaper re
ported the events surrounding this wedding in detail: 

Memorable in the hisrory of the training school will be the evening of 
the seventeenth of June, with its many incidents of very special interest. 
The leading feature of the evening, however, was the enaction of the sequel 
to the litde romance published in the April number of Harper's Monthly 
for 1881. Shordy after the organization of the school, Captain Pratt com
missioned Itahdlieuh Doanmoe, a Kiowa boy and an ex-St. Augustine cap
tive, to go to the territories to gather up material for the new enterprise. 
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On his return with forty pupils, one young woman of the number was 

made noticeable by the consideration she received from Doanmoe. In ex

planation to the captain, the young brave made this declaration, "Long 
time ago in Indian Territory I hunt and I fight, I not think about girls. 

Then you take us to St. Augustine. I learn much but I not think about 

girls . I go to Carlisle, I learn much. I do right I not think about girls. I go 
to my home, I not think about girls there. But Laura she thinles I bring her 

to Carlisle, when I can work, I take care of her." His course of instruction 

finished, and having found work to do he decided to assume the support 

of the young Maiden as promptly as possible, hence a few guests were 

invited to be present at the marriage ceremony. Kind hands had garnished 

the chapel platform with growing and cut flowers, while above a bank of 
green, in crimson relief, were the initials E. L. At the ringing of the chapel 

bell the school assembled, curious and expectant. Secretary Feller [actually 

Secretary of the Interior Henry M. Teller] and wife accompanied by Capt. 

Pratt then entered, immediately after, the playing of the Swedish wedding 

march signaled the approach of the bridal party. The young couple were 
accompanied by twelve attendants selected from the various tribes . The 

bride, a Kiowa girl, is a fine type of the Indian woman. 

The groom had an open, manly face and good appearance. The cer

emony, which was performed by Rev. Norcross, assisted by Prof Lippincott, 

was most impressive and peculiarly calculated to teach the Indians the 
sacredness of the relations of man and wife. There seemed more than the 

usual solemnity in this service as it emphasized a custom little understood 

and much abused by the red man. At the conclusion of the ceremony the 

bridal party, pupils and guests repaired to the Pagoda where a bountiful 

repast was served, the bride cutting the wedding cake according to the 

conventional mode. At this point the scene was picturesque in the ex

treme, groups of children in holiday garb and humor clustered together, 
the band executed the popular airs of the hour, Standing Bear, a Sioux 

chief, was distinguishable for that dignity of mien native to his race

omnipresent was Captain Pratt himself, hospitable and attentive. 1 

The wedding as described in the newspaper of the day is interesting in isolation, 
but the events that brought a young Kiowa man from the plains of the Indian 
Territory to Carlisle where he would be married in a Christian ceremony to the 

daughter and niece of prominent Kiowa leaders are even more remarkable. Etahdleuh 
Doanmoe enacted many roles in his life: warrior, prisoner, student, trusted em

ployee, husband, father, farmer, and finally missionary to his people. A description 
of these roles can help to provide insights into the methods of assimilation estab-
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Etahdleuh Doanmoe, A Kiowa's Odyssey: \Vhen there was water the prisoners were taken to wash 
and bathe, Graphite and color pencils on paper, The Trout Gallery, Diclcinson College, Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. 

lished at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School. Students who attended this trend
setting establishment would had significant impact when they left the school, 
whether they returned to their own homes or went out into the white man's cul
ture. They had influence not only upon the history of Carlisle but also upon the 
history of the country as a whole. 

Long before white settlers found their way into the Plains of the North Ameri
can continent, Kiowa and Comanche warriors had periodically gone on raiding 
parties into the area that now comprises the southern Texas/northern Mexico re
gion. These events were extremely important to the Plains Indians' culture and 
economy-providing not only livestock and spoils, but also captives, who would 
be adopted into the tribe and might eventually marry within the tribe. The arrival 
of increased numbers of whites into the region after the Civil War led to inevitable 
clashes. 2 

By the summer of 187 4, Indian raids into Texas had increased to the point that 
General Philip Sheridan, in command of troops east of the Rocky Mountains, 
requested increased authority from President Grant to deal with the Indians. An 
order was issued that all friendly Indians remain close to their Agencies, with a 
daily muster of warriors by an army officer. Kiowas, Comanches, Cheyennes, and 
Arapahoes who failed to comply with this order would be considered hostile to the 
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U.S. government and subject to military reprisals. 3 The story of the Red River War 
is long and tragic; events during that struggle between U. S. government troops 
and hostile Indians eventually led to the capture and detention, without trial or 
conviction, of 72 Indians of several tribes. These Indians were sent to prison at 
Fort Marion in St. Augustine, Florida, under the supervision of Richard Henry 
Pratt, an officer serving with the Tenth Cavalry. Etahdleuh described this part of 
his life in a speech that he delivered many times in a variety of locations. First 
delivered before the creation of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School (CIIS), it was 
"partly written by himself, and partly drawn from him in conversation and then 
written out for him to commit to memory" . .. 

I am a Kiowa Indian boy twenty-three years old. My home is in the 
Indian territory. My people are not much civilized. They live in houses 
made of skins of the buffalo. They like to hunt and fight. When I was a 
little boy I did not see many white people. The Kiowas moved camp often 
to keep near the buffalo, and we lived on buffalo meat and berries all the 
time. We had no bread, no coffee or sugar. 

We boys talked all the time about hunting the buffalo, going to fight 
the Utes, Navajoes or Pawnees, and most about fighting the white people 
or stealing horses. The old Kiowas talked all the time to us about fight or 
hunt the buffalo. Sometimes the men would go off and bring back scalps 
of white men and women, or Indian men and women; then we had a big 
dance. This was all I heard and all I saw, and I thought it was good, so I will 
be a big fighter and a good hunter too, and may-be I get to be a big chief. 
When I was about fifteen years old [later amended to ten] I killed my first 
buffalo, with a bow and arrow. I had no gun. Then I was called a man, 
because I could kill buffalo. Then I went with the young men to fight the 
Utes and Navajoes and to steal their horses. I was in three fights with the 
Utes and two with the Navajoes. We did not get many horses; too much 
fight. I went to Texas about ten times, with young Kiowas and Comanches 
to fight the whites and get their horses. We fought the soldiers most, and a 
good many Indian men got killed, but I did not get hurt, only sometimes 
my horse got killed. 

All this time I wore a blanket or a buffalo robe, and liked to have my 
hair long, and paint my face and wear big rings in my ears. I did not know 
anything about God, or churches, or schools, or how to make things grow 
from the ground to live on. 

Four years ago there was a big war. The Kiowas, Comanches and Chey
ennes fought the soldiers all winter. The buffalo were nearly all gone, and 
the Indians got very hungry. The horses worked hard, and it was so cold 
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the grass was poor, so they got very weak, and we lost many in fights with 
the soldiers. Then the soldiers came to our camps and we had to run away 
and leave our lodges, then the soldiers burned them. We all got very tired 
and hungry, and the women and children cried, so the chiefs said we will 
go in to Fort Sill, and give up. We met Capt. Pratt in the Wichita Moun
tains. He had some Indian soldiers and two wagons loaded with bread, 
sugar and coffee. He gave us plenty, and we gave him all our guns, pistols, 
bows and arrows, shields and spears. That night we had a big dance be
cause we had plenty to eat. In three days more we came to Fort Sill, and all 
the women were taken away, and the men put in the guard house. In two 
months some of the men had irons put on their anldes, and were sent to 
Florida. The other men were turned loose. I went to Florida.4 

In a letter written to Spencer Fullerton Baird, Secretary of the Smithsonian In
stitution and former professor of Dickinson College, Pratt provides descriptions of 
the seventy-two prisoners taken to Fort Marion. His description of Etahdleuh, 
who was the son of a Kiowa father and a Mexican mother (presumably a former 
captive) follows: 

Boy. Etah-dle-uh. Warrior (Mexican). Age 21. Wt.166lbs. Ht. 5 ft. 
10 in. Arrested at Salt Fork, Red River, Indian Territory, February 18, 
1875. Was with Lone Wolf killing buffalo hunters (Dudley and Wallace); 
was in the party attacking buffalo hunters at Adobe Walls early in spring of 
1874.5 [Author's note: Lone Wolf was the future Laura Doanmoe's unde.] 6 

It was a long journey, both geographically and emotionally, from Indian Terri
tory to the Atlantic coast of Florida. The prisoners marched in chains from Fort 
Sill, Oldahoma, to the railroad 165 miles away. During the train journey, a Chey
enne named Gray Beard tried to hang himself. The guards cut him down before he 
succeeded in committing suicide, but he was later shot while attempting to escape. 
Lean Bear, also a Cheyenne, stabbed himself with a pen knife, but recovered, only 
to go on a hunger strike and die from starvation and pneumonia. In the spring of 
1875, the prisoners arrived at St. Augustine in their blankets and their filth, dis
heartened and unsure of what lay al1ead. 7 

During his years as an officer with the Tenth Cavalry, the famous "Buffalo Sol
diers", Richard Henry Pratt had the opportunity to observe not only his African 
American soldiers but also the Indians of various tribes who served as guides and 
interpreters. Attitudes of racism were still prevalent throughout the country, but Pratt 
came to appreciate the value and sense of responsibility displayed by most of the non
whites in his command. He was especially intrigued to see how well the Indians 
responded to instruction within the military hierarchy. He began to formulate dra
matic, even heretical, ideas of how Indians should be treated and educated. 
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Kiowa group ar rhe Carlisle Indian School, taken dur
ing rhe first year of rhe school, 1879- 1880. Erahdleuh 
Doanmoe is seared in rhe front row, second from left. 
Photo from a stereograph by]. N. Choate, CCHS Photo 
Archives. 

When Pratt arrived with his 

captives at Ft. Marion, he 
quickly put his theories into 
practice. Within a very short 
time, life for the prisoners at Ft. 

Marion changed dramatically. 
Their shackles were removed, 
and trusted Indians eventually 

replaced military guards. Mili
tary-style uniforms replaced the 

blankets and leggings that the 
prisoners had worn on the 
plains. Those who wanted to do 

so were allowed to engage in the 
artistic pursuits that they had 
enjoyed on the Plains. In fact, 

the paintings of the Indian pris
oners became very good public 

relations tools as gifts or souve
nirs for the visitors who came 

to see the changes in the pris
oners' conditions and in their behavior. 8 Sympathetic women from the commu
nity volunteered to teach English and other skills to the Indians . Prisoners who 

could be trusted were granted special privileges within the fort and even outside 
the confines of their prison. Many found work outside the prison, work that pro

vided opportunities to learn valuable skills and modest wages. Etahdleuh was one 
of these trusted men. Pratt described Etahdleuh and a fellow prisoner, Making 
Medicine, in glowing terms: 

"One of these Indians [Etahdleuh] was my quarter-master sergeant in 
charge of the government property connected with the prison. It was his 

duty to take care of all the stores for which I was responsible to the govern
ment, to keep memorandum of issues of food and clothing, and to know 

that tools were properly restored to their place after being used and that 
nothing was left around promiscuously. He also drew these stores from the 

army commissary and issued to the cooks the food supplies in proper quan
tity daily, keeping record of the same. He and the first sergeant of the Indian 
company [Making Medicine] were also intermediaries next to me in com

mand and particularly responsible when I was absent from the fort. They 

had freedom to come to my house with messages. I had had much to do 
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with white, colored, and Indian soldiers, and among all these experiences 

there are none that showed finer manhood and fidelity to duty and ability 
than these two Indians, and there were others like them among their fellow 

prisoners. Their interest and concern for the righteous working out of what 

I was trying to do was constantly in evidence in their actions." 9 

By 1878, many of the Indian prisoners had progressed so far in their schooling 
and their assimilation into the white man's culture that Pratt secured places for them 

at the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Hampton, Virginia. This "school 

for Negroes" had been founded in 1868, and Pratt saw it as a place where his best 

Indian students could receive more vocational and academic education. 10 

In the spring of 1879, Pratt took Etahdleuh and several other Hampton stu

dents to the White House to call on President Rutherford B. Hayes. In May of that 

same year, the Hampton Institute held its annual commencement/anniversary cel

ebration . Secretary of the Interior Carl Schurz was the principal speaker. Secretary 

Schurz was present to hear Etahdleuh's "My Home in Indian Territory" speech 

quoted earlier in this article.'' Pratt had been campaigning to secure a site for an 

off-reservation boarding school where only Indian students would be educated. 

The performance of the Indian students at Hampton surely helped in this cam

paign. On a trip to Washington, Pratt proposed to Secretary Schurz that the aban

doned Carlisle Barracks would be a good spot for the new Indian School. Schurz 

was sympathetic to the idea and approached the Secretary of War with the sugges

tion that the Army property be turned over to the Department of the Interior for 

use as a boarding school. 12 By mid-1879, Pratt had received permission to start an 

Indian School at the former Cavalry School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The Cavalry 

School had closed in 1871, and the Barracks pro perry was unused in 1879. Gen

eral Winfield Scott Hancock wrote, "Carlisle Barracks will never again be required 

for military purposes, and I know of no better place for such an experiment." 13 

In order to recruit students for the new school, Pratt went to the Dakota Agency; 

he also sent t\.YO trusted former prisoners to their own Agencies (agency is a term 

used in the same way that reservation is used). Once again, Pratt called upon his 

dependable "quarter-master sergeant" by sending Etahdleuh to the Kiowa Agency. 

Pratt and his Sioux charges arrived by train in Carlisle on October 6, 1879. A local 

newspaper reported their arrival with enthusiasm: 

On Friday the report was circulated that the Indians would arrive on 

Saturday or Sunday, and, of course, the entire community, and particu

larly Young America, was much exercised. They had an idea that these red 

men of the forest would be transported in cages to this place. So great was 

the excitement over the announcement of their arrival that a construction 

train which passed westward over the C. V R. R. caused a rush and a cry 

87 



"the Indians are coming," reminding us forcibly of the rush to see the 
passing soldier trains during the days of the rebellion. 

The report that they had arrived during the night attracted many per
sons to the Barracks on Sunday morning, and some persisted in remaining 
out all day. But they were disappointed, there being no "stalwarts" there 
except Marches and Oitoil, the two friendly Indians who have been here 
for some time. 

Later in the day the report was circulated that Captain Pratt and his 
young braves and squaws would arrive at Harrisburg from the West at 
10:55 P.M., and would reach this place at midnight. A large crowd visited 
the Junction depot, and about half-past 12 the train arrived-the mellow 
light of the pale October moon lending enchantment to the scene. 

The party, consisting of 63 boys and 23 girls, of ages ranging from 12 
to 18 years, are all Sioux from the Rosebud and Pine Sage [Pine Ridge] 
Agency. 

In a few minutes' conversation in our office on Tuesday with Captain 
Pratt, who called in company with Col. Lane, we learned that the reason 
that there were more boys than girls was that the latter commanded a 
market price in their tribes at all times. The boys are valueless in this re
spect. He further informed us that he had left the agencies on Sunday 
week, and that the party was in the best of spirits. On arriving there it 
required some explanation before they would consent to come. One girl 
was sick upon their arrival. They arrived in their native costume-the boys 
being wrapped in blankets, their moccasins and bright leggings appearing 
in view. The girls had a basket or carry-all slung by a strap or belt, and 
supported by a brilliant colored shawl. 

The captain told us that there were about 3,000 assembled at the agency 
the night before they started, and made the night terrible with their inces
sant howling. 

An interpreter and his wife accompanied the party, and will remain. 
Two boys came with the party from Wisconsin, who have heretofore been 
attending school 

The majority of the party are the sons and daughters of chiefs, four 
sons of the famous Sioux chief, Spotted Tail, being among them. 

On Monday Messrs. Choate and Line, photographers, rook stereo
scopic views of the party dressed in full costume, the young braves having 
the war paint on. 

There was a steady flow of visitors to the Barracks on Monday. No 
persons will be admitted to the grounds in the future, except by special 
permission of Capt. Pratt. 
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Capt. Pratt informs us that Saturday of each week will be open to the 
public. Persons contemplating a visit to the Indian school will avoid much 
annoyance by remembering this order. 

A gentleman from Williamsport has been selected as superintendent. 
There were no less than 50 applications for positions on Monday, but 

it is proposed to have the Indians do the work. 
The boys are extremely anxious to have their hair cut and put in white 

shirts. In due time they will all be dressed in uniforms at government 
expense. The girls will wear soft woolen dresses and the boys gray uni
forms of army pattern. Military drill will be added to their instructions. 

Capt. Pratt belongs to the Tenth Cavalry, and as we have already re
marked, is in earnest in this missionary work in which he has been en
gaged. That he and his invaluable assistants may have unbounded success 
is the sincere wish of all our citizens. 14 

The new arrivals continued to be of interest in the community. Under the head
ing, "The Indians Attended Church", a local paper reported: 

"Although this is a professedly christian community, we must admit that there 
are quite a number of our people who seldom appear at church. This class, how
ever, are occasionally led thither by some special exercises, and on Sunday last 
some of them went out of curiosity to see the Indians who were at several of our 
churches. In the morning four of these aborigins attend services at the Second 
Presbyterian, and six at the Episcopal, Churches. In the evening quite a number of 
both boys and girls, were again at the Episcopal Church. While in church these 
untutored children of the forest were more attentive to the exercises than the whites, 
for most of the whites kept constantly watching the Indians. Nevertheless they 
were the means of getting some people to church and my answer the same purpose 
again." 15 

The community was also actively involved in the improvements that were being 
made at the Barracks and in supplying the young students with items necessary for 
their comfort and education. Another newspaper article read in part: 

Han. E. A. Hayt, Commissioner oflndian Affairs, passed the Sabbath 
at the school and gave Capt. Pratt and his invaluable assistants hearty en
couragement by his warm approval of all that had been done so far. He 
authorized the building of an assembly room and chapel, and the uni
forming of the boys in army blue. 

At the award of supplies on Monday, Wm. Hoffer, butcher, was the 
lowest bidder for beef, $5.49 per 100 lbs. The groceries will be furnished 
by Messrs. Meloy & Co., and the flour by Mr. Henderson. [ .... ] 

The shoes for the girls will be made at the shoe factory. 
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There is, already, a noticeable improvement in the appearance of the 
Indian youth. 

Visitors' day-Saturdays-great crowds flock to the Barracks. 
The liberally-disposed, in town and country, can do much to cheer the 

lady teachers in the worthy cause by contributions of picture papers and 
books, toys, alphabet blocks, etc., even if not new.16 

In the months following the opening of CIIS, Etahdleuh and the other "Florida 
Boys" (former Ft. Marion prisoners who had come from Hampton to Carlisle) 
provided guidance and orientation to the newly arrived students. Etahdleuh also 
continued to give speeches in a variety of locations in support of Pratt's efforts to 
provide an education for Indian youths. 17 

One of the Kjowa girls who came to Carlisle with the group of students re
cruited by Etahdleuh was the daughter of Red Otter. She was also the niece of Lone 
Wolf, the Kiowa leader who had been sent as part of the prisoner group to Fort 
Marion. This eighteen year-old girl, who became known as Laura Toneadlemah at 
CIIS, had attended the Kiowa Agency school before coming to CIIS. She is the 
young woman Etahdleuh would marry after her graduation. There is a hint that 
Pratt was not thoroughly in favor of the budding romance bet\-veen Etahdleuh and 
Laura because in February of 1880, he sent Etahdleuh to work at the Smithsonian 
Institution. Referring to Etahdleuh's new job, Pratt told the Kiowa agent that 
Etahdleuh was "quite in love with Red Otter's girl, hence his absence." 18 

Etahdleuh wrote to Pratt from Washington, asking for a picture of Laura and 
one of his younger sister, Mabel, who had also come with Etahdleuh to CIIS . 
Etahdleuh also reas
sures his mentor: "I 

am trying to keep 
away from bad 
people .. .I am goes 
to Church and Sun
day School and goes 
to young men's 
prayer meetings too. 
and I am enjoy very 
much." And even 
from afar, Etahdleuh 
tried to encourage 
the students who re
mained at CIIS. In 
December of 1880, 

Pottery with pictographs painted and signed by Etahdleuh Doanmoe, 
made at the Carlisle Indian School. Gift of Richard and Carlotta 
Owen, CCHS Museum Collection. Photo by Jim Bradley, CCHS 
Photo Archives. 
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he wrote: "When I was a boy the Indians did not want education and they lived in 
their camps and hunted the buffalo and ran horse races and went off to fight the 
other tribes or the whites, and many went to Texas to steal horses. The children ran 
about the camps without much clothing summer and winter. Their mothers never 
washed them or combed their hair and they were dirty ... If our good friends among 
the whites do not get tired of trying to educate us and teach us something, I think 
we may become good, civilized men and women." 19 By March, 1881, Etahdleuh 
was again working at ens and speaking at meetings throughout the region. Laura 
graduated with her class the following spring and the young couple married. 

A strong desire to help his people had been building within Etahdleuh for sev
eral years. While he was in Washington, he told a Cheyenne Agent: "I am doing 
the best all I could and try very hard to get Education. so I be able to teach my own 
people when I return to them. Oh I do wish. How could I learn a great deal of 
good way and keep my perishing people up to make them better. I remembered 
pretty well when I was out on plains among my tribes and distroy [sic] all over the 
country and white people were my enemies but now they are at peace with me. "20 

In August of 1882, Etahdleuh and his new wife got a chance to return to their 
home near Anadarko, in what is now Oldahoma, to help their people. A letter 
from the Kiowa agent offered employment to the young people: Etahdleuh would 
earn $300 a year as an interpreter and Laura would be an assistant seamstress for 
$180 per year. 2 1 Etahdleuh's primary responsibility in his new job was to go among 
the Indians to influence parents to send their children east to CnS. 

Shortly after arriving at the agency, Etahdleuh also began life as a farmer: "I 
starting my farm no far from the reservation. I got six Indians 'cutting rails', plant 
corn and some vegetables for the first starting." But life was not easy for the young 
couple. Etahdleuh was suffering from "chills and fever", which took him close to 
death in 1883. He was also having problems with his eyesight, a chronic problem 
that flared up over the years. His old friend, Captain Pratt, paid for medical treat
ment at Fort Sill. Etahdleuh recovered, but a son, born in July of 1884 was not so 
lucky. Baby Edwin, named for his father with the white man's name that Etahdleuh 
seldom used, died shortly after birth. 22 

Sick in mind and body, Etahdleuh sought refuge at Carlisle. Etahdleuh and 
Laura returned to ens in December 1884. Captain Pratt found work for Etahdleuh 
that was not too taxing for a young man still recovering his health, and on July 23, 
1886, a second baby boy was born. This son was named Richard Henry Doanmoe, 
in honor of his father's friend and adviser. The baby and his parents lived in a tent 
at CIIS while Etahdleuh helped with the boys at the school; he was also responsible 
for the stables. 23 

Shortly after young Richard's birth, Etahdleuh returned alone to the agency in 
order to establish a farm on a claim of 160 acres. His hope was that he could 
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provide a better life for Laura 
and Richard , but unfortu
nately ill health return ed; 
Etahdleuh had to resign once 
again from the agency and go 
back to Carlisle. 24 

With this return to Carlisle, 
Etahdleuh began the training 
that would enable him to ful
fill a dream that he had held 
for some time. Before his ill
ness had forced him to leave 
his farm, Etahdleuh had writ
ten to Pratt: 

"Capt. , if I have a 
little home put up, I shall 
be a happiest man in the 
world ... 

My brother, Moab-beedle
ty, and myself had done all the 
work that required to be done 
this spring, and he don't need 
me any more so I came to the 
Agency and got the work to 
do, here, at the Kiowa School, 

Etahdleuh Doanmoe with his wife Laura and Martha 
Napawat, Kiowas at the Carlisle Indian School. Cabinet 
ca rd photo by] . N. Choate, CCHS Photo Archives. 

I am assistant Industrial teacher. Our corn about 11/2 foot high now and every other 
things coming up fast. But I am afraid the Indians will not make much of anything, 
great many of them, for they are away behind in working in their fields by some 
interferes of their foolishness ... 

I am feeling well and working hard every day. 

I can see that God is with me all the time and helping me. I am pray
ing more stronger and earnestly now that I ever did before. There are no 
single man or woman here to tell the Indians about God. Oh! it is a sad 
thing to me, sometimes my tears run. I do wish, that I could do anything 
for my people. A missionary is badly needing here."25 

Etahdleuh had become a Christian during his years at Ft. Marion and was bap
tized while a student at Hampton Institute. In March 1879, the baptism was 
performed in the nondenominational chapel at the Institute. 26 On February 28, 
1880, his membership in the Bethesda Church of Hampton, Virginia, was trans-
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feLTed to the Second Presbyterian Church of Carlisle (Pratt and his family were also 
members of this church). A year later Laura was baptized in the Second Presbyte
rian Church. 27 It was this same church that would fund the training that Etahdleuh 

needed to become a missionary. The Indian Hefpn; a CIIS newspaper, reported 
that "The Woman's Missionary society of the Second Presbyterian Church in town 

are helping to support Etahdleuh Doanmoe in mission work among his people
the Kiowas of Indian Territory-and to help him maintain a Christian home for 
himself and family. "28 

On January 2, 1888, the young family returned to the reservation . This time 
Etahdleuh would act in his new role as a missionary. Less than four months later, 
Etahdleuh died. A fellow missionary,].]. Methvin, wrote the following report of 
the final months of Etahdleuh's life: 

After training under Presbyterian care for religious work among their 
people, they [the Doanmoes] came back well equipped for such work. 

They began the establishment of a home about two miles east of 
Anadarko. I never knew a more sincere man than Etalye Dunmoe, nor one 

more humble and earnest. He readily aligned himself with the writer in an 
effort to enlighten his people, and together we labored for their uplift. We 
held group meetings in teepes in winter, and larger crowds under summer 
arbors and out under the trees on the river bottom in the summer. 

One afternoon, near where the old commissary building now stands 
we had a great crowd to listen to us as we read and explained appropriate 
portions of the Scriptures to them. As we broke up, some went away ap

proving, but the great crowd went away angry and predicting 'bad medi
cine' against us for trying to get the Indians on this new way. Confirming, 
as they thought, the medicine man's prediction of evil against us, the next 
afternoon, about the same hour of our meeting the evening before, Etalye 
Dunmoe [sic] died very suddenly. 

Old Stumbling Bear came in great haste for me. He said, "Doctor, 
hudlety [hurry] Etaly heap sick, maybe-so die." I mounted my horse and 
hurried to the place two miles away where I knew he camped. Before I 

reached the place I met the Government doctor who informed me that 
Etalye was already dead. 

I hurried to his home. There were perhaps two hundred men and 
women at the place. 

The women had stripped themselves down to the waist and with 
butcher knives sharpened on whetstones held in their left hands were cut
ting arms from the point of the shoulder down to the wrists and the blood 
was running down over their bodies, a sickening sight to see, and a num-
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ber had cut off the ends of several fingers. The men also were torturing 

themselves and all howling like .demons from the world of fiends. They 

began to gather up all the property belonging to the deceased preparatory 

to burning, as was their custom, but calling for the government police I 

prevented that till next morning. When we went away to bury the body, 

the police left the camp and the Indians remaining set fire to the goods and 

all went up in smoke. We gave him Christian burial singing as he requested 
"When the Surges Cease to Roll," at his grave.29 

The missionary who wrote the above passage also informed Captain Pratt that 

Etahdleuh had died of "congestion of 

the bowels" at his home near Anadarko 

on April 20 , 1888, at the age of thirty

two. 
Pratt was enraged when he read that 

Laura and Etahdleuh's belongings had 

been destroyed. He wrote a letter to the 

agency to demand restitution for Laura. 

Happily, a letter from Joshua Givens, a 
former ens student who was visiting 

the Kiowa Agency that summer, in

formed him that ... 

Mrs. Doanmoe was well when 

I last saw her. Etahdleuh's brother 

said that Richard should go east to 

school as soon as he is big enough. 

The report of so much of 

Etahdleuh's property being de

stroyed by the Indians is not true. 

I have seen the house and the 

wagon, corn-field and other things. 

Laura remains just as firm in 

her new life and she should be en-

couraged.-10 

Richard Doanmoe, Kiowa born at the Carlisle 
Indian School, shown at age three. Cabinet card 
photo by J. N. Choate, CCHS Photo Archives . 

Etahdleuh was survived by Laura and 2-yr-old Richard. Another son, who was 

named Etahdleuh, was born after his father 's death. The Red Man, a CIIS newspa
per, wrote after Etahdleuh's death: 

He was kind to all, and much loved by those who knew him best. His 

earnest words in the Sabbath and weekly meetins [sic] were a constant help 

to us all. 
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As a pupil, he was always obedient and diligent in his studies; as an 
employee of the school he was industrious and efficient. As an employee 
he was always at his post and held the respect and esteem of all. As a hus
band and father; he was kind, cheerful and self-sacrificing. 31 

Those at Hampton Institute remembered him fondly also: 
During the year he was in the Hampton School, it was said of him that 

no one ever saw him do what was wrong. Indian as he was, and Indian 
fighter as he had been, he was a Christian gentleman, and his simple, manly, 
conscientious and consistent life, his earnest endeavor to walk in the new 
road as fast as he found it, was an example that might put many a "civi
lized" Christian to the blush. As he sat one evening at Hampton, with the 
other Indians, playing the letter game that was used to practice them in 
English, a visitor present spelled out, for him to answer the question, Why 
did you come to Hampton? His face flushed and slowly there grew before 
the eyes of his questioner the striking answer, "BECAUSE I WANT TO 
BEAMAN."32 

Etahdleuh left another legacy, in addition to the fond memories of those who 
had known and loved him. He was one of a handful of Fort Marion prisoners who 
became known over the years as gifted artists. While the Florida Boys were at Hamp
ton, they continued to produce various types of art for sale to the public, as they 
had at Ft. Marion. In addition to pictographs, some of them produced a type of 
pottery that had more in common with pottery produced in northern factories 
than to the traditional Indian style: 

The fashionable rage for "Keramics" has found its way to Hampton
not from the fashionable world, but by way of the wilderness. A very at
tractive corner of the Industrial Room shop is that devoted to the pottery 
painted by the Cheyennes and Kiowas whose untutored art bears a very 
curious resemblance to the Egyptian. Compare the colored illustrations of 
Egyptian frescoes in Edward Clark's handsome work on The Homestead 
of the Nations, with these painted braves in wild chase after the buffalo, or 
riding in full feather and stately grace around the vases, and you cannot 
but be struck by the similarity in type of feature and management oflines. 33 

Etahdleuh left behind numerous examples of the paintings that became known 
as "ledger art"; he also produced three small pottery items with traditionally painted 
designs that are now part of the permanent collection at Cumberland County 
Historical Society. Those who visit the Society's museum to view these art objects 
may want to remember a young man who left the plains of Indian Territory in 
shackles. With seventy-one other prisoners, he began the journey to St. Augustine, 
an area of alien climate and terrain. He gained the trust of his captor and began to 
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receive an education-first at Hampton Institute and later at CIIS. He excelled in 

his search for knowledge as he assimilated into the dominant culture of the day. He 

became a respected employee, a devout Christian, and a caring husband and father. 

He returned to the plains of his birth in order to share the benefits of the White 

Man's culture with his people who remained on the reservation . He died an un

timely death, but in just over three decades he made a remarkable odyssey. 

Epilogue 
Karen Daniels Petersen, in her book, Plains Indian Art ji'Oin Fort Marion, pro

vides the following information about Laura Doanmoe's life following Etahdleuh's 

death: 

All her long life Laura was true to the "superior caste," both Kiowa and 

Sioux, from which she sprang. She worked in the Indian Service for many 

years, progressing from assistant seamstress and laundress to field matron 

and interpreter. She was the principal informant for anthropologist James 

Mooney in regard to her famous uncle, Lone Wolf In 1898 she went to 

Washington as interpreter and delegate for the Kiowas. In 1894, she was 

married to a white agency farmer, William E. Pedrick; but by 1911 she was 

again a widow, this time endowed with a son Albert William, an adopted 

daughter Lillie M . or Ruby May, some property in Anadarko, and several 

farms. In 1917 she held a reunion at her home for those who had attended 

the school where as a young girl she had arrived in her native dress to enlist 

in the radical experiment in education, where she was married against a 

floral wall embellished with the initials "E-L" wrought of roses, and where 

she reared her baby in a tent-Carlisle Institute, soon to close its doors for 

the last time. 

Information about the two sons who survived Etahdleuh is less concise. The 

following series of quotations from the Indian School papers provides clues to events 

of their short lives. 

The first item clearly indicates that Laura and her young sons returned briefly to 

CIIS following Etadleuh's death. The Indian Helper of February 8, 1889: "Mrs. 

Laura, little Richard and baby Etahdleuh have moved form the hospital to the 

Girls' Quarters where they are comfortably fixed." 

The March 8'" issue of the same paper states: "Little Etahdleuh Doanmoe, our 

Kiowa baby, was somewhat under the weather, but is much improved. " 

By July 26, 1889, Laura and her sons have returned to the Agency, and The 
Indian Helper reports: "Laura Doanmoe, says little Etahdleuh is not rid of his seri

ous cold yet. The people of the Agency met her kindly and she is glad to be at 

home. Her field of corn is very fine. One of her trunks went astray, but she hopes to 

get it soon." That was the last reference found for baby Etahdleuh. 
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Richard did come to CIIS as a student. Articles in the school newspaper indicate 
that he enrolled at age five in December of 1891 but had to be sent home four 

months later because he was ill. An article in the January 20, 1893 paper informs 
its readers that Richard died at home. It further states, " Mrs. Laura feels that her 

trials are indeed hard, she is now alone, and mourns this last great loss with heavy 
heart." 
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Book Review 
Anne M. Ousterhout, The Most Learned Woman in America: A Lifo 

of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson. University Park, PA: The Pennsyl

vania State University Press, 2004. Photos, 394 pps., $35.00. 

Recent years bear witness to an inordinate and pervasive coverage in books and 
through other media of America's "founding fathers" and the ethos of the nation 
and society they wished to create. In fact, the treatment is so extensive that critics 
are debating why such an increase in fascination now and what does it say about 
ourselves and our nation. Books such as the Founding Fathers by Joseph Ellis,john 
Adams by David McCullough, Benjamin Fran/din by Walter Isaacson and Alexander 
Hamilton by Ron Chernow are enjoying a surprisingly positive reception even among 
the general reading public. However, excepting a few books devoted to Abigail 
Adams and Cokie Roberrs' most recent and popularly-directed publication, Founding 
Mothers, scant attention is directed to those women who contributed significantly 
to the political and cultural founding of the United States. 

Anne Ousterhout attempts to correct this marked imbalance with her scholarly 
and thoroughly readable biography of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson. In an age when 
women were excluded from higher education and public engagement with poli
tics, Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson represents a conspicuous exception. Delineating 
her extensive learning and her substantive political correspondence with many of 
the leading male revolutionary figures of her day, Dr. Ousterhout most convinc
ingly argues for Mrs. Fergusson as an integral contributor to intellectual dialogue 
that forwarded the founding of the United States. Ousterhout takes the reader 
skillfully in chronological order through the life of Mrs. Fergusson-a life marked 
by sorrow, loss, unhappiness in isolation, marital disappointments, financial con
straint and political intrigue. Through all of these seemingly bitter challenges, Mrs. 
Fergusson was a prolific poet and translator who, exceptional for her time, sought 
successfully to have her work published and discussed by both men and women. 

She also engaged in lengthy and highly sophisticated correspondence with the 
likes of Dr. Benjamin Rush, a Philadelphia physician, signer of the Declaration of 
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Independence, and founder of Dickinson College in Cumberland County. She 
analyzed, amended, corrected and reinterpreted Dr. Rush's political, social and re
ligious ideas with frequency and thus displayed exceptional intellectual confidence 

for a woman of the late eighteenth century. The content of the correspondence was 
mature and respectful from both parties and demonstrated that Dr. Rush valued 
her as a full intellectual participant in those religious and political ideas out of 
which the American experiment in democracy would emerge. There is further evi
dence that Dr. Rush considered Mrs. Fergusson not just an intellectual equal, but 

actually superior to him. Dr. Rush was so enamored of her spirit and contribution 
to the intellectual dialogue of the age that he wrote a short biography of her en
ti tied, "An Account of the Life and Character of Mrs. ELizabeth Fergusson. " 

Mrs. Ferguson was also not just about revolution through ideas. Like many of 
the men of the time, she took action. One of the most substantive organizations 
advancing the intellectual ferment of late eighteenth-century America was a liter

ary salon in Philadelphia. Many of the key revolutionary figures of the day would 
gather here and debate those ideas that mattered to them. Indeed, it was Mrs. 

Fergusson who hosted this salon and thus she who assisted dramatically to form a 
vibrant net\;vork of intellectual collusion that would eventually lead to revolution. 
Unfortunately, this critical social institution receives scant treatment by Dr. 

Ousterhout and leaves the reader with numerous unanswered questions about the 
precise role Mrs. Fergusson played at these gatherings and the degree to which she 

actually provoked discussion and influenced direction amidst members and guests 
of this net\'Vork of political and intellectual influence. 

Dr. Ousterhout, however, analyzes extremely well Mrs. Ferguson's personal ob

session-a malady which prevented her from achieving balance and equanimity in 
life. That obsession focused upon her British loyalist husband, Henry Fergusson, 

and his actions that lead him to be judged a traitor to the Colonies. Her singular 
focus upon his redemption from this charge and his additional need, in her mind, 

to account publicly for a charge of infidelity with a Pennsylvania maid, caused her 
ultimately to commit a political indiscretion. This awkward and perhaps naive step 
brought upon her the wrath of many of her American friends (Dr. Rush excepted) 

and the temporary confiscation of her beloved familial estate, Graeme Parle She 
endured a life of periodic, yet deep depression and apathy, self-doubt and unhappi

ness caused by her failed marriage (Henry fled to England never to see her again 
and refused to respond to her constant pleas to return to Philadelphia and answer 

publicly the infidelity charges against him), her fear of destitution, and her ill
heath carried with her from childhood. 

Yet despite this travail, Mrs. Fergusson displayed an admirable dedication to 

those seemingly even more unfortunate. There is considerable evidence that she 
continued her whole life, despite her own extremely limited means, to give dis-
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cretely monies to friends in need and literary organizations such as libraries. As 
with her close friend, Dr. Rush, who, despite most modest means, gave dispropor
tionately and generously to found Dickinson College and to fund the building of 
the first African-American church in America, Mrs. Fergusson committed her mind 
and financial resources completely to building community. Thus, these two confi
dants and correspondents-one male; one female-stand at the beginning of the 
enduring American tradition of defining true patriotism-as Dr. Rush did in 177 4-
as extending beyond protecting oneself and one's nation militarily to the giving of 
oneself and one's resources to one's community without selfish consideration. 

Anne M . Ousterhout in The Most Learned Woman in America contributes sig
nificantly to correcting any notion that women were absent from the religious and 
political engagement-in words and deeds-that lead to the founding of the United 
States of America. Through a style that is appealing both to the scholar and the 
general reader, Ousterhout encourages a complex reevaluation of this revolution
ary era for evidence of the contribution of other women like Mrs. Fergusson. 

Dr. William G. Durden Carlisle PA 

[D1: DUJden is the president of Dicleinson Coffege. -Ed.} 
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Book Review 
Matthew C. Ward, Breaking the Back country: The Seven Years' Wtzr in 

Virginia and Pennsylvania, 1754-1765. Pittsburgh PA: Univer

sity of Pittsburgh Press, 2003. Maps, photos, 329 pps., $34.95. 

A sense of pride is irresistible when the author's acknowledgements begin, "In 
particular I would like to thank the staff at the Cumberland County Historical 
Society in Carlisle, Pennsylvania . . . . " Matthew Ward, a Scotsman who studied at 
the College of William and Mary and who is now a lecturer in history at the 
University of Dundee in Scotland, has expressed amazement at the unique re
sources in the Society relevant to what we ex-colonials call the French and Indian 
War. He uses these resources and many others from four countries and from hold
ings great and small in offering a timely survey of a crucial aspect of the seven
teenth century's world war. The 250'" anniversary of this war is upon us, and Ward's 
retelling of the story appropriately places Cumberland County and Pennsylvania 
front and center in those dramatic events. 

While the Civil War of the nineteenth century has evolved into the grand opera 
of American history, the French and Indian War yet retains its intimate and per
sonal feel, an intense stripped-down conflict that can come down to whether you 
may plow your field without being scalped or whether you may hunt for your 
village with confidence that it won't be a smoking ruin when you return . Children 
were kidnapped, forts were merely well-built log houses, and armies were at most 
a few thousand men, often less, with their support train of women and supplies in 
the dark Appalachian woods. The scale of the international conflict is staggering, 
from the public square in Carlisle to the plains of Abraham in Quebec to the 
islands of the Caribbean, from northern Germany to India to the Philippines in 
the South China Sea. This scale, however, recedes into the backdrop painting when 
the small stage drama shows young Mary Jemison realizing in the flickering fire
light that the fresh bloody scalps before her are of her mother and father. The big 
world is set aside for a time when the surviving Moravians of Gnadenhutten near 
Allentown decide to dig the graves for the Christian Indians alongside those for 
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the whites. What do kings and prime ministers matter to the parents who sent 
their children off to Enoch Brown's schoolhouse near Greencastle and would never, 
ever welcome them home again? The war is here before you, events tell us, the war 
is among you- certainly an unsettling relevance for our time. 

Matthew Ward evokes this personal nature of the war by establishing the sociol
ogy of the frontier. He knows the statistics, the demographics, and the class rela
tionships that make up the colonists and the British troops that attempt to defend 
them. Wisely, he keeps his focus away from the French and the bewildering com
plexity of Indian politics and society, for this would overwhelm his desire to ana
lyze what happens to a frontier culture when it is bent, broken, and remade by war. 
He offers an intriguing analysis of provincial forces that suggests why they were 
often at odds with the farmers and townspeople they were mustered to protect. He 
details the selfish and narrow-minded politics that strangled effective response to 
Indian raids and that meant men and women died in the fields and woods of 
Cumberland Valley. He is fair to the hapless yet stubborn peacemakers, often Quak
ers, who "unlike many other Pennsylvanians, . . . saw the Delawares not as ... 
savages but as rational human beings." Through these efforts, Ward makes the 
backcountry real and three-dimensional to the reader, which makes the mayhem 
all the more visceral, exciting, and dismaying. 

It is almost with relief that the reader (or spectator) greets the arrival of General 
John Forbes and Colonel Henri Bouquet to the muddy streets of Carlisle. After the 
Forbes Expedition of 1758, which decisively removed the Mid-Atlantic states from 
the war, only isolated raids would jolt the Valley while the large-scale war played 
out elsewhere. Ward succinctly traces the transition from a frontier wracked by 
organized terrorism to a society reinventing itself amid horrific loss and post-trau
matic stress. It is a wonder that the colonies were in any shape to fight a revolution
ary war in less than ten years. The leadership that developed from this war and the 
resiliency of farmers and shopkeepers clearly inspired the confidence with which 
the colonies defied an empire. As Ward so clearly presents in his fine history, the 
survival of Pennsylvania and Virginia was a near thing, and a terrible price was paid 
for it, but the fire proved to be a refiner's test for strength and durability. 

JeffreyS. Wood Carlisle PA 
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Book Review 
Lorett Treese, Railroads of Pennsylvania: Fragments of the Past in the 

J(eystone Landscape. Mechanicsburg PA: Stackpole Books, 2003. 

Photos, 256 pps., $18.95. 

This book is described by irs writer as "parr history and part travel guide, intended 
to place many of the Commonwealth's railroad artifacts, or fragments, in historical 
context." It is organized into eight chapters based on regional tourism promo

tional districts. Each chapter then follows a standard format to discuss the major 
railroads, rail stories, historic figures, existing artifacts and rail trails. Cumberland 

County is included in the Hershey/Gettysburg/Dutch Country section . 
The "Great Railway" described in the section covering Cumberland County is 

the Western Maryland Railroad. The Western Maryland played a minor role in the 

region's rail history and only reached the Cumberland valley in the 1870's, as a 
branch line, three decades after the other lines in the region. While it was impor

tant in parts ofYork and Adams counties the real story of the region was Harrisburg's 
role as a transportation hub that continues to this day, a theme only lightly alluded 
to anywhere in the chapter. 

The "Rail Stories" section focuses on stories of canals in the lower part of the 

Susquehanna below Middletown and some railroad activity concurrent with the 
canals. The intent is, possibly, to relate the economic rivalry of Philadelphia and 

Baltimore to railroad construction of the era but the point is not well made. 
The Cumberland Valley railroad is described in two paragraphs. The first incor

rectly relates that the Canal Commission surveyed for a railroad between 
Chambersburg and the Susquehanna in 1828- in reality they surveyed for a canal 

but found the concept unworkable. The Cumberland Valley Railroad was eventu
ally built in 1837 bur used a completely different route than the 1828 survey. 

The second paragraph relates some facts but does not relate the importance of 
the route to the west or its use of the first sleeping car in America. Paul Wesrhafet '~ 
comprehensive study of the line does not appear in the bibliography. 
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In the "Railroads and the Civil War" snippet the author relates several disjointed 
quotes and facts that seem to allude to the railroads of the region having played a 
major role in the war, but no details are provided. Lincoln's passage through Har

risburg to his inauguration is covered in a separate section but provides more de
tails of the southern end of the trip. His passage to Gettysburg for the dedication of 
the cemetery and his fabled Gettysburg Address is accorded one paragraph. 

John Mifflin Hood, a Marylander and later President of the Western Maryland 
Railroad is selected for the region's "Rail Giant" segment. Among others Thomas 

Scott, a Franldin County native and subsequent President of the Pennsylvania Rail
road, would have been a better choice (he is covered in the Pittsburgh section). 

The only Cumberland County site mentioned in the section "Sampling the 

Region's Railroad History" is the Enola yard. Harrisburg's Transportation Center 
and Rockville Bridge are mentioned, but the region's role as a rail transportation 

hub is not discussed. 
Cumberland County's rail trails are mentioned only by name. Significant text is 

devoted to Harrisburg's Greenbelt Trail, although only several thousand feet of its 

twenty-mile length is actually on a railroad right of way. 
Local artifacts, such as the William's Grove Steam Railroad and the CVRR fa

cilities in Mechanicsburg are not identified. 

The other sections of the book also have a tendency to omit, over-condense, or 
speculate on significant portions of the context of the fragments they describe. 

The book would be a passable companion for someone with a general or devel
oping interest in the history of railroads in Pennsylvania or the central region of the 
state. As a tourist guide it would provide the traveler with a bit of flavor and likely 

meet the goals set forth in the introduction. A person with a more serious interest 

would find the bibliography helpful , although it is not comprehensive. 
The writer has condensed a wealth of information into digestible bytes. In com

bination with interpretive information available at the many sites described in the 

book a user could develop an understanding of the broad brush themes of 
Pennsylvania's railroad heritage. 

Randy Watts Boiling Springs PA 

[Jv!J: \Vtztts is the author of the five-volume Railroads of Cumberland Valley series. -
Ed} 
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Book Review 
David Schuyler, A City Transformed: Redevelopment, Race, and 

Suburbanization in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1940-1980. Univer

sity Park PA: Penn State Press, 2002. Photos, 278 pps., $19.95. 

David Schuyler's A Cit)' Ti-ansformed is a story about the successes and failures with 
the redevelopment efforts in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Although this book chronicles 
Lancaster's redevelopment efforts, one can easily catch sight of similarities that 
Lancaster went through during this period with many other mid-size cities across 
the United States. 

Schuyler looks primarily at housing, downtown development, and suburban 
sprawl in his book. 

From the housing perspective, Schuyler shows areas in Lancaster in the post war 
1940's that lacked many of the basic living conditions that are standard in housing 
today. Two such areas, Barney Google Row and Shantytown reflected two of the 
worse housing areas in the city, including among other conditions no indoor plumb
ing. Although living conditions were deplorable in many areas, especially in mi
nority areas in the city, the city did not adopt a formal housing code until 1960. 
Also, the city was reluctant to develop public housing since as Schuyler points out, 
"community leaders felt it was a threat to the free enterprise system". 

Schuyler spends much of the book describing the failed attempts to redevelop 
downtown Lancaster. At one time, downtown Lancaster was a thriving commer
cial district. Unfortunately, things started changing as a result of suburban sprawl 
and the impact of the automobile. Schuyler documents the many failed attempts 
by local leaders to bring life back in the center core of this once emerging city. 
What is interesting is that most, if not every, Mayor who was in office during this 
time campaigned on the necessity to revitalize downtown Lancaster. In addition, 
Lancaster hired some of the most respected urban consultants to help plan for a 
new downtown. Although these consultants brought advanced urban ideology to 
Lancaster, their ideas were either not implemented in their entirety, or they were 
modified to such an extent that the changes were not comprehensive in scope. 
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Schuyler vividly points out that the demolition of many historic buildings was a 
disaster for the downtown. Although the consultants that Lancaster hired were 
nationally renowned, they lacked a desire to consider historic preservation in their 
designs. Unfortunately, many of the 18'" and 19'" historic structures were demol
ished during this time. Schuyler's display of photographic images of several historic 
buildings that were replaced by new urban shells leaves the reader with a real sense 
of disappointment and a vivid sense of the value placed on historic preservation by 
the local leaders of that time. 

The final main point that Schuyler makes in his book is the difficult competi
tion from urban sprawl. Schuyler emphasizes the impact that the new Park City 
Mall, located outside the city limits, had on the shopping patterns of the area. 
Along the same line, Schuyler shows the significant increase in population in the 
surrounding townships compared with the drop in population in Lancaster during 
the four decades this book analyzes. 

I could not help to compare this book to a similar book on Lirban redevelop
ment that had different results. Robert Caro's The Power Broker chronicles the 
redevelopment efforts of the City of New York. In this book Caro shows that one 
powerful person, Robert Moses, could change the entire urban landscape for many 
years. In this case, Moses had the authority to implement his ideas without the 
political interference that Schuyler points out in his book. 

If you have lived in Lancaster during your lifetime and wanted to find out the 
inner workings of the city from 1940-1980, this book is worth reading. Also, it is 
worth reading for any municipal official since it plainly shows that decisions made, 
especially dealing with urban policy, can have a lasting impact on the quality oflife 
for residents. 

On a final note, this book does not look beyond 1980. For those citizens and 
decision makers who are working today to improve Lancaster, this book is a defi
nite must read. 

Fredrick M. Bean Carlisle PA 

[Mr: Bean is the Borough Manager of Carlisle.- Ed.} 
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Review Essay:Visualizing Issues of Representation: A Mission 

Philip Earenfight, ed., Visualizing a Mission: Artifacts and Imagery of 
the Carlisle Indian School18 79-1918. Carlisle PA: The Trout Gal

lery, Dickinson College, 2004. 

While attending the exhibition Visualizing a Mission: Artifacts and lmage1y of the 
Carlisle Indian Schoof, 1879-1918, my thoughts were continually drawn to the 

memory of my Lakota grandfather who was a student at the Flandreau Indian 

School (circa late 1890s), a school that was modeled after the Carlisle Indian School. 

I was reminded of him because of the stories that he to ld about his experiences at 

the Flandreau Indian School; many of the stories were about the loneliness he and 

the other students suffered, and the harsh treatment they often encountered. The 

personal stance from which I write this essay, the familial and historical connection 

to the American Indian Education Movement of the mid-19'" century, provides a 

backdrop from which I have come to consider how Native Americans have been 

represented. 
In the accompanying catalogue to the exhibition, Phillip Earenfight's introduc

tory essay states that the exhibit and its documented essays are an examination of 

"artifacts associated with the nation's first boarding school for Native Americans" 

( 4). According to Earenfight, "the artifacts illustrate various educational, cultural, 

and visual facets of the Carlisle Indian School and how the institution served to 

"civilize" Native Americans as part of a larger process of governmental directed 

cultural assimilation" (4). Mter attending the exhibit and reading the essays, I was 

left with an uneasiness that asserts itself when I read works that portray Native 

Americans either in historical or contemporary contexts . The issue of representa

tion, when dealing with Native Americans, is complex. As a result, I critically con

sider the sensitivity by which the "history" of Native Americans is told. While the 
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members of the seminar attempted to show Pratt's mission, I believe they missed a 
crucial facet of Pratt's mission and the history of the Carlisle Indian School. The 
missing facet is the story of the students who attended the school. By using staged 
images that only show Pratt's side of the story, they have avoided the inhumane 
experiences the students encountered. The images do not fully present the way 
students were stripped of their physical identity, their native languages, their shorn 
hair, and ultimately their way of life. The photographs, artifacts, and accompany
ing essays in the catalogue do not fully present the harsh reality of Pratt's mission to 
civilize the Indian. The one-sided representation of Pratt's mission fails to illustrate 
the detrimental consequences of governmentally directed assimilation practices. In 

my opinion, the essays and exhibit further objectify Native Americans in a 21 " 
century setting under the academic guise of representing, through the use of "be
fore" and "after" pictures, what "directed assimilation" could accomplish. The dis
passionate portrayal does nothing but further propagandize Pratt's and the 

government's misguided efforts to civilize the Indian. 
Earenfight claims that the catalogue's "six essays provide insight into the Carlisle 

Indian School and how the surviving photographs and artifacts open a view into 
the complex and controversial topic of the Indian boarding school experience" (6). 

I argue that the essays do not fully present the scope and depth of the Native 
American boarding school experience in Pratt's and the government's process of 
assimilation. Furthermore, the hope that the seminar members' "findings [will] 
help us to better understand artifacts that visualize the mission" ( 6) implies, whether 
intended or not, that Pratt's "mission" to "civilize" the Indian disregards the harsh 

realities of the Native American's boarding school experience. 
First, consider the essay on Pratt. The seminar participants write one paragraph in 

which they acknowledge the struggles the students encountered. In my opinion the 
brief statement, "some students died at school; an alarming number ran away . .. No 

longer able to spealc their native language and with little opportunity to find respect
able work in white society, many discovered their education had made them ill-suited 
for either world" (8), hardly addresses the damage done to the students and their 
families by the United States government and Pratt's mission. If the intent of the 

seminar members was to fully visualize the mission, to assess the consequences, and 
bring to light the controversy, then their claim should have been made more promi

nent in the essays in the accompanying exhibition catalogue. 
Furthermore, the predominant use of photographs without a balanced discus

sion of how the students were objectified supports Pratt's mission in the way by 
which he used "before" and "after" pictures to demonstrate to the public and the 
United States government that his educational mission was successful. Unfortu

nately, Turner's essay john Nicholas Choate and the Production of Photography at the 
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Carlisle Indian School fails to aclmowledge the harsh reality of Choate's and Pratt's 
vision. As a result, the use of photographs in the exhibit and in the catalog reduce 
the students themselves to artifacts of a misguided mission, and further perpetuate 
the "staged" representation of their experience. While Fraust's Visual Propaganda at 
the Carlisle Indian School is a good attempt at exploring photography as Pratt's 
means of promulgating his approach, and as a means of propaganda, she fails to 
address that which cannot be shown through the camera's lens. 

Latini's essay Ceremonial Image~y in Plains Indian Artifacts from the Trout Caffery's 
Permanent Coilection provides inadequate support for having these artifacts in the 
exhibit. She states: 

Although a documented connection to the Carlisle Indian School can
not be made for these objects, their arrival at Dickinson College at mid
century, their similarity with artifacts owned by Pratt, and their traditional 
association with the Carlisle Indian School suggest that such a connection 
is likely. (24) 

Such an undocumented relationship to the Carlisle Indian School does not ad
equately reflect the mission of the Carlisle Indian School and further manipulates 
the history of the School. I'm not sure why these artifacts became part of the ex
hibit. I can only surmise that it was an attempt to show the "primitive" past of the 
students. My biggest objection to Latini 's essay is in the choice of quotations she 
chooses to use to describe the Sundance ceremony, written by James McLaughlin 
from a 1910 perspective. McLaughlin recorded, " ... The Sun dance was the most 
baneful of the old-time practices of the Sioux people . .. " (qtd. in Latini 25). This 
demonstrates Latini's complete misunderstanding of the importance of the Sundance 
to the Lakota people. The fact that she fails to acknowledge McLaughlin's early 20'" 
century prejudice to the Sundance ceremony by using a quotation that describes 
the Sundance as a "baneful practice" clearly demonstrates her cursory research into 
the Sundance religion. A more thoughtful analysis of the Sundance religion would 
have shown the importance of the Sundance ceremony to the Plains Indians people. 
In turn showing the importance of the "Cloth Painted with a Sun Dance Cer
emony Scene" (fig. 14, cat. 52). I further question her use of the word "ceremo
nial." The careless, and thoughtless use of the word "ceremonial" in the title of the 
essay shows a lack of understanding and of depth of research necessary to under
standing the symbolism of each artifact. In reference to the "Shield with Eagle and 
Buffalo Head Motifs" (fig. 19; cat. 57) she states, "a small blood stain on the shield 
appears near the eagle's right wing. It appears to have been added intentionally, as if 
it were the result of a sacrificial ceremonial event" (28) . Such a speculative state

ment as "appears to have been added intentionally" demonstrates a lack of serious 
research necessary to making the exhibit credible and an adequate reflection of the 
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artifacts presented. Furthermore, to assume that the blood was the result of a "sac

rificial ceremonial event" manipulates the meaning of the artifact, and perpetuates 
a "savage" view of the Indians at the Carlisle Indian School. Latini ends the essay 

stating the following: 

Although evidence is only circumstantial, it does seem likely that these 
six artifacts can be associated with the Carlisle Indian School. However, 

for the purposes of this exhibition, the objects, particularly the cloth rep
resenting the Sun Dance ceremony, represent the "savage," "uncivilized," 
and "pagan" ways of the Native Americans that Pratt so fervently sought to 

eliminate. (29) 

Ironically, Latini's exposition, and superficial research perpetuates Pratt's mis
sion from a 21" century perspective. Additionally, in the catalogue there appears a 
"?"after the word "blood" in the description (fig. 57) . Is the question mark imply

ing some level of savagery? Or, does it demonstrate an inadequate level of research? 
More importantly, it raises the question about the sensitivity by which the infor

mation is presented. When dealing with topics such as the Carlisle Indian School 
and its "possible" historical and cultural artifacts, one needs to be sensitive to the 

implied message. If Latini was attempting to connect the artifacts to the Carlisle 
Indian School, she did nothing more than demonstrate the complexities inherent 

in museum representations of Native American people. 
Finally, Valdes-Dapena's Marleeting the Exotic: Creating the Image of the "ReaL" 

Indian attempts to address the problems of representation by examining the com
mercialization and commodification of Native Americans, and how Pratt and oth

ers used images as propaganda and for economic gain . Valdes-Dapena's effort to 

explore the complexity of representation is most effectively stated when she writes: 

Whether these truths were inaccurate, fabricated, or overly simplistic 
mattered little; they became the established "truth" as the Anglo culture 

constructed a history of the Native Americans. As a consequence, the his
tory of Native Americans, as portrayed by whites, becomes a reflection of 

white superiority, justifying their role in the devastation of a culture. (35) 

It is Valdes-Dapena's essay that gives a level of credibility and sensitivity to the 

problems of representation; the problems inherent in visualizing a mission that 
had detrimental consequences on Native American identity and culture. Valdes

Dapena's essay is a necessary entity in the collection of essays in that it treats Native 
Americans as humans who have struggled against an oppressive society that would 
rather categorize them as artifacts, or people whose lives could be shuttered into 

staged images that represented a "savage's" civilized transformation, or as romantic 
participants in Wild West shows. Unfortunately, as Valdes-Dapena aclmowledges 

these images still exist today on cartons of butter, boxes of cornstarch, in the ever-

111 



present names of sport team mascots, and on four-wheel drive jeeps. Valdes-Dapena 
recognizes the complexity of stereotyping and its damaging consequences. 

In Earenfight's final statement in the introductory essay he writes, "It is hoped 
that their findings help us to better understand artifacts that visualize rhe mission" 
( 6). I started this essay reflecting on my grandfather's experiences in a school mod
eled after the Carlisle Indian School. I still cannot visualize how my grandfather, 
and all of the other students who attended the Carlisle Indian School and its pro
totypes, can be considered artifacts. In fact, it is reprehensible that their lives and 
experiences have been labeled in such a manner. Regardless of how the photo
graphs were taken, how they have been analysed and how the artifacts have been 
catalogued, it is still unfortunate that the lives of thousands of Native American 
students are remembered only as pawns of Pratt's and the government's misguided 
efforts to commit cultural genocide through the process of educating the indig
enous people of North America. Finally, I understand only one thing: it is impos
sible for me to "visualize a mission" that had cultural genocide at its core. Asking 
me to do so is asking me to forget the very memory of my ancestors whose sacri
fices have brought me to the position by which I can speak out against such re
quests. 

Dr. Geri Mendoza Gutwein Dillsburg PA 

[Dr: Gutwein is an associate proftssor of English at Harrisburg Area Community 
College where she teaches Native American Literature and creative writing. She is the 
author of two books ofpoetf)', Every Orbit of the Circle and The Story She Told.
Ed.} 
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Companion to the Review Essay 

At an academic conference on Marianne Moore, I needled one of the editors of 
Moore's letters for writing assertively that in 1896 the Moore family moved from 

Pittsburgh to "nearby Carlisle." Even a century later, with a turnpike, the trip is 
four and a half hours by a fast car; at the end of the nineteenth century, it must have 
been akin to burning your bridges behind you. "Oh, that's all right," said this 
professor from Pomona College, "from California every place in Pennsylvania is 

nearby. " If unguarded, perspective can trump historical reality every time. 
The Trout Gallery of Dickinson College, with its superb staff and surprisingly 

deep resources, shares the college's mission of liberal arts grounding with practical 

arts training. When a methods seminar in the art department tacldes the odd bur 
intriguing collection of Indian Industrial School materials that the college pos
sesses, I want them to succeed for two reasons. First, interesting items will be shared 
with the public in an intelligent, contextual, and professional setting (the practical 

arts aspect). Second, the people involved both in training and in being trained are 
good people who seek the truth in difficult subjects that demand open and honest 
inquiry (the liberal arts aspect). 

Dr. Gutwein, writing from both a Lakota and an academic background in an 

accompanying essay, concludes that the presentation and the interpretation did 
not succeed either as an opportunity for research or as a venue for cultural empa
thy. My thoughts, written from a non-Indian and non-academic background, tend 

toward the same conclusion even though they journey from another direction. I 
find that in the case VisuaLizing a Mission, perspective almost always trumped the 
evidence. 

Richard Henry Pratt, founder of the school and theorist of aboriginal education 

(one of many in the nineteenth century), was a pragmatic man. Firsthand he saw 
that the Indian peoples of North America faced literal extinction if the conflict 
begun almost three hundreds years before continued as it had in his lifetime. Hop

ing that he could make a difference against this seeming inevitability, Pratt decided 
to do all he could to salvage what was left of the Indian future. Allowing his friends 
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to perish in all their ethnographic purity was profoundly inimical to his character 
and to his Christianity. He did not want to be a curator of artifacts and images. He 
sought to be a present help by which people he admired and their children could 
live into the twentieth century. In effect, his motto (as it is called in the opening 
group-written essay), "Kill the Indian, but save the man," was an intention to put 
the "Indian-ness" of his friends and his wards into the historical past. Pratt had 
seen that insistence upon it for current identity was a certain death warrant. 

This Pratt will not be found in the catalog of the show. Even his religious beliefs, 
which he was as open about as almost all else in his life, are misconstrued. He did 
not require "each student to attend mass regularly" (8). He was Presbyterian, not 
Catholic. (See both Sandy Mader's article on Etahdleuh Doanmoe and Daniel 

Heisey's essay on Father Henry Ganss elsewhere in this journal.) His comment that 
"in Indian civilization I am a Baptist, because I believe in immersing the Indians in 
our civilization . . . " (8) is talcen by the seminar members to be a religious declara

tion instead of an analogy. In a single paragraph, then, we have two errors regard
ing Pratt before we find in the final line the bald assertion with absolutely no 
documentation that "he considered [the Indians] to be savage and inferior" (8). In 
subsequent essays, Kathleen McWeeney gets into a logical bind by portraying Pratt 

as manipulative regarding the Indians' drawing and yet also as generous and sup
portive of such creative expression; Molly Fraust announces straightforwardly that 
Pratt's use of photography was propagandistic and useful for showing the school's 
"power to suppress traditional Native American clothing and culture" instead, per
haps, for systematic recordkeeping in an innovative technical medium; Kathryn 

Moyer sees the lack of art instruction as Pratt's dogmatic assimilationism instead 
of, perhaps, a knowledge of what was a marketable trade and what was not. Once 
Pratt is removed from his historical context and viewed only with a predetermined 
perspective, he is indeed an easy target. It is not, however, fair history. 

Other problems than Pratt surface. Laura Turner's essay on Choate speculates 
that, "perhaps he was the only photographer in the area" (14). A quick look in a 
city directory would disprove this. Molly Fraust detects discomfort in the "after" 
images, an unlikely feat of detection with a formal portrait photograph (19). Kathryn 

Moyer boldly asserts that "all Native American artifacts, paintings, clothing, 
beadwork, weaving, and pottery were created with specific functions in mind and 
not merely for their artistic value" (32). Pratt himself would not have dared to 

make such a sweeping generalization. To categorically deny mere artistic intent to 
millions oflndians across tens of thousands of years is breathtaking. Also in the De 
Cora essay, the irony goes unmentioned that the sensitive Native instructor taught 
only certain tribal traditional arts and not others. Clearly her advocacy was more 

important than her ability to be everything to every partisan scholar. 
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Language itself, as well as the historical record, is troublesome in the essays. The 
"other" concept of representation has been in academic jargon for some decades 
now, and the catalog would lead you to believe that it was exploited on a "large
scale" after the death of Sitting Bull. Antonia Valdes-Dapena, in her essay "Mar
keting the Exotic: Creating the Image of the 'Real' Indian," lacks a larger context 
of "otherness" in North American history. Long before the Indians were domi
nated by Europeans, what of John Smith's Pocohantas, Cotton Mather's Pequots, 
or James Fenimore Cooper's Mingoes? For that matter, what oflndian conceptions 
of other Indians? (Philip Sheridan, for all his idiocy, was not the first on the conti
nent to think of the formula, "the only good [fill in the blank] is a dead [ditto].) 
And, in one more step, what of the Indian concept of the "other" regarding the 
natural world, particularly as outlined as dominant commodification in Shepard 
Krech's The Ecological Indian (1999)? The concept of the other as a means of eth
nographic definition does not belong exclusively to white culture, much less aca
demic culture. 

As far as sports are concerned, since Valdes-Dapena says that warfare was 
ceremonialized and the dominant culture was secured by the rules of the game 
when the Indian School played white teams, no mention is made of the Indian 
sport of lacrosse, apparently because it blurs the focus of the school as the cultural 
imperialist. No documentation is given for the imaginative statement that Jim 
Thorpe "embodied the racial stereotype of Native Americans as fierce savage fight
ers" (36). I know several people living in Carlisle who would flatly contradict the 
statement, as would Thorpe's teacher Marianne Moore and decades of biographers. 
I have one last suggestion regarding language, this catalog, and footnote 16 on 
page 40: as with "Indian," the word "white" in regard to race is also a constructed 
term and just as loaded with cultural freight. 

Near the end of her essay, Valdes-Dapena says, "as with all collections, there is a 
compulsion to create a story around these objects, encoding them with meaning." 
It is a wise and revealing conclusion . Dr. Gutwein and I, as differently as we have 
approached this catalog and this exhibit, would agree. This seminar, worthy in its 
evidence but faulty in its research and interpretation, is yet one more group com
pelled to create a story, one that may be just as defined by its time and place as Pratt 
himself was. 

Jeffrey S. Wood Carlisle PA 
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2004 - Partial List of Accessions 

A new collection of Indian School materials was received in late January. The do
nation, given by Donna Gilbert from Delaware, Ohio, consists of a variety of 
documents (letters, publications, etc) that belonged to a distant relative, Fannie I. 
Peters, a teacher at the Indian School from 1896-1902. The collection includes 
letters from Richard Henry Pratt and his wife Anna Laura and letters from several 
Indian School students. 
Letart Cemetery Inventor)', compiled by Bob and Yvonne Davidson and given by 

the compilers. 
Robert Lackhove Collection- papers and drawings oflocal artist, Robert Lackhove. 

Donated by Ann Kramer Hoffer. 
Origins of the Mennonites by Benjamin Eby, cl999. Donated by JoAnn Hutcheson. 
"Big Pond Iron Works Map" donated by Virginia Keet. 
"Shumbarger Business Records," donated by Paul Shumbarger. 
Index to Vetenms Grave Registrations of Cumberland County, compiled by Charles E. 

Maclay, Sr., and given by the compiler. 
james Smith, Frontier Patriot: Captive, So/din; Explorer; Legislator; Missionary, Au

thor; A Biographical Profile of Col. james Smith, 1737-1812, by Thomas Price 
Smith, paperbound, 116p. ill., index, Traffod Publishers, Victoria, B.C., c2003. 
Society Purchase. 

"Papers of the Cumberland County History Project 2000," by William Cornell 
and others. 

"Carlisle Burial Record, 1905," given by Mrs. James S. Tritt. 
"Collection of Kruger Dairy Business Records," given by Charles and Marlene 

Kruger. 
"Losh World War II Correspondence Collection." This collection of letters be

tween Arthur M . Losh and his wife was donated by Jennifer Speelman. 
Damn Dutch: Penns)'lvania Germans at Gettysburg, by David L. Valuska, and Chris

tian B. Keller, hardcover, 236p., ill., Stackpole Books, Mechanicsburg, PA., 
given by Christian B. Keller. 
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Cumberland County Civil Defense Collection. This collection of items from the 
1950s through the 1970s documents the effects of the cold war on the local 
community. The collection was given by William S. Weaver. 

Historic Views of Gettysburg, circa 1905, given by Richard Sickmon. 
Descendants of]ohn Sollenbe1ger, 1771-1855, Six Generations, compiled by D. L. 

Sollenberger, 1921. Given by Verna Shafer. 
African Americans in Pennsylvania by Joe W. Trotter, Jr., and Eric Led ell Smith, soft 

cover, 519p., ill ., Penn State University Press, University Park, PA., c1997., 
and journey of a Yavapai Indian, by Mike Burns, soft cover, The Philip Lief 
Group, Princeton, NJ, c2002. -donated by William and Lois Wirz. 

Collection of Dickinson School of Law related items and assorted 18'" century 
legal documents given by Lorraine Humer. 

"Jim Thorpe" autograph on a program, "Jim Thorpe Night at Carlisle High School," 
February 17, 1941. Given by Russell Thomas. 

"Oral Histories of Coal Dredging on the Susquehanna River," given by Bill Mattern. 
A to Zax, a Comprehensive Dictionary for Genealogists and Historians, by Barbara 

Jean Evans, 3'd Edition, Hearthside Press, c.1995, given by Jack and Anna 
Mullen. 

Building Construction and Materials of the Pennsylvania Germans by Kenneth R. 
LeVan, c2004, and Architecture and Landscape of the Pennsylvania Germans 
1720-1920, given by Jerry Clouse in conjunction with the Vernacular Archi
tecture Conference, 2004. 

Anonymous donation of business records of "Glatfelter and Nace", a company 
located in Middlesex (Balfour) in the late 19'" century. 

Index to Cumberland County Birth, Wedding, Obitual)~ Court and Marriage Li
censes, Newspaper Records, 2003, compiled and donated by Charles E. Maclay, 
Sr. 

"Collection of Carlisle Schools Items" given by Lewis and Sandra Gobrecht. 
Dickinson College Special Collections donated "Beneficial to Our County and 

Useful to Mankind, The Life and Work ofWhitfield J. Bell, Jr.," by Michael J. 
Birkner, 2004, and a large collection of documents related to the Tri-County 
Regional Planning Commission. 

Cemeteries of North Middleton Township, by Betty Landis Carson and Index for 
Carlisle Springs Cemetny, by Betty Landis Carson. Donated by the author. 

"The John P. Fogelsanger Collection," (diaries and other items from the 
Shippensburg area from 1872-1898) Society Purchase. 

Collection of items regarding the Lazy 8 Club, given by Clair Tritt. 
Collection of items regarding the Lemoyne Trust Company given by Jane Seller 

and her family. 
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Selected Cemeteries of Upper Allen Township by John H. Cocklin, given by the West 
Shore Genealogy Club. 

World War II Scrapbook and other personal items from the estate of Pierson K. 
Miller. 

Hist01y of the Amish by Steven M. Nolt, c.2003; Amish Homes and Barns, by Stephen 
Scott, c.200 1; Living Without Electricit)t, by Stephen Scott and Kenneth Pellman, 
c.1999; Plain Buggies: Amish Mennonite, and Brethren Horse-Drawn Transpor
tation, by Stephen Scott, c.1998; The Storm Gathering: The Penn Family and 
the American Revolution, by Lorett Treese, c.2002. Given by Emily Compton. 

Collection of five Sanborn Insurance Maps donated by the Lucerne County His
torical Society: Shippensburg - 1910, Newville- 1923, Camp Hill- 1929, 
Mechanicsburg- 1923, and Carlisle- 1929. 

Collection of South Middleton Township deeds donated by Kittochtinny Histori
cal Society. 

Collection of Mechanicsburg area items including "Greater America," an 1899 
magazine which features Cumberland County articles and numerous photo
graphs. 

"Supplement 4, Cumberland County Church and Cemetery Records," donated 
by Robert Highlands and Charles Maclay. 

Collection of land records given by the Blacksmith Trust. 
[Also received by the journal for the Library: 
David G. Martin, editm; A Molly Pitcher Sourcebook, Longstreet House, 2003. Photo, 

engravings, chapter notes, source index, bibliography, 327 pp. This is a compilation 
of p1'imary and secondary sources on Molly Pitcher; excerpted for relevance and 
with editorial commentary. What it possesses in way of comprehensiveness is offiet 
by the lack of critical apparatus and of a general index. 

Don Yoder; Groundhog Day, Stackpole Books, 2003. Photos, maps, illlustrations, bib
liography, index, 144 pp. A thorough and highspirited account of a Pennsylvania 
tradition, this boole matches the famous movie for charm and earnestness. It pro
poses an interesting tie-in of the groundhog pop culture to Pennsylvania Dutch 
sources.]. 
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Publications In Print 

THE CouNTY HERITAGE SERIES 

The Bitter Fruits: The Civil war Comes to a Small Town in Pennsylvania (1998). 

David G. Colwell $39.95 

In Pursuit of Pleasure: Leisure in Nineteenth Century Cumberland County ( 1997). 

Clarke Garrett $37.50 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes ( 1996). 

Members and Friends of the Cumberland County Historical Society. $35 .00 

The Indian Industrial School, 1879-1918 (1993, paperback 2000). 

Linda F. Witmer $24.95 

" . .. Drive the Road and Bridge the Ford . .. ": Highway Bridges of Nineteenth Centtt~y 
Cumberland County (1992). Paul E. Gill $24.95 

Twentieth Century Thoughts. Carlisle: The Past Hundred Years (2001). 

Ann Kramer Hoffer $29.95 

Carlisle History and Lore: Its People, Places, and Stories (2003). 
Paul D. Hoch $14.15 

The New \\lay: Greeks Come to Carlisle, Pennsylvania (2003). 
Susan Eyster Meehan $22.95 

Other Books 

Atlas of Cumberland County (1858, reprint 1987). 

H.F. Bridgens $30.00 

Add PennsJdvania State Sales Tax of6% and $4 for postage and handling. 

Booldets and Pamphlets 

Three Cumberland County Woodcarvers. Milton E. Flower (1986) 

Made in Cumberland County: The First One Hundred Years. 

Cumberland County Historical Society (1991) 

Cumberland County History. Single issues, as available 

walking Guide to Historic Carlisle, PA (200 1) 

Cemeteries of Cumberland County. Bob Davidson (2003) 

$5 .00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$15.00 

Histor)' of Pine Grove Furnace. Lenore Embick Flower (revised reprint 2003) 

$7.00 

Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $2 for postage and handling. 

A complete list of Societ)' publications in pr·int is available on request. 


