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'~ericans Shall Rule America!" 
The Know-Nothing Party in Cumberland County 

john Wesley Weigel, III 

In 1854 Americans took a detour from the road to civil war. It was the year of 
the Kansas-Nebraska act, which allowed slavery to spread into the formerly free 
Kansas territory. This act, the warfare between pro- and anti-slavery settlers in 
Kansas that followed, and the rise of the free soil Republican party, so inflamed 
hostile feelings between North and South that the firing on Fort Sumter took 
place less than seven years later. But 18 54 was also the year that a new move
ment boiled up out of New York and Philadelphia to spill out across the entire 
country, a movement dedicated to suppressing the political power of immi
grants in general, and Catholic immigrants in particular. This movement, whose 
supporters were known derisively as "Know Nothings", came to Cumberland 
County and shaped its politics for more than two years. This was the time, 
"when the Know Nothing furor swept over the land-when former majorities, 
political status, personal fitness and all similar considerations were tumbled 
into the common whirlpool of temporary political disintegration." 1 

Americans had had a long tradition of suspicion and fear of Roman Catholi
cism, and added to this a dislike for immigrants when Catholic Irish and Germans 
flooded from Europe into the northeastern coastal cities of the United States dur
ing the 1840s and 1850s. Urban immigration brought with it drunkeness, crime, 
poverty, and competition for jobs. Worst of all (for supporters of the Whig party), 
they voted overwhelmingly for Democrats. In response to these problems, the 
Native Party had formed in the mid-1840s and captured some seats in Congress, 
but it failed to gain widespread support before 1852. However, opposition to Ca
tholicism sharpened in 1852 and 1853 with controversies over control of Catholic 
church land, the reading of (Protestant) Bibles in school, and public funding of 
Catholic parochial schools. 2 There was also a growing sense of impatience with 
professional politicans unresponsive to the popular will, a will that more and more 
embraced nativism and anti-Catholicism among native-born Protestants.3 
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The Know Nothing movement began in 1850 as the secret Order of the 
Star-Spangled Banner in New York. Members of the Order recognized each 
other by handshakes, signs and passwords, and were forbidden to reveal any
thing about the Order's name, membership or goals to anyone not a member. 
When asked, a member should reply, "I know nothing." The Order did not 
originally act as an independent party, but exerted its influence to support 
Democrats, Whigs or "independent" candidates favoring the Order's goals. 
These goals included requiring a rwenty-one year residence by immigrants 
before they might qualify for citizenship, and restricting political office to 
native-born, Protestant Americans. In other words, Americans should rule 
America.4 When Know Nothings did organize a political party, they called it 
l "A . " t 1e men can party. 

The American party attracted the loyalties of ,many Cumberland Counry 
voters berween 1854 and 1856. But it is hard to see why it did so. Although a 
Catholic communiry had existed in Carlisle, at leas t, since the late eighteenth 
century, its size was small. The local Whig newspapers, and certainly the Demo
cratic, had not shown any hostiliry toward Catholics or immigrants in the years 
before 1854, as they did toward black residents. The Carlisle Herald, Carlisle's 
Whig paper, had even criticized the Kansas-Nebraska bill for excluding foreign
ers about to be citizens, such as "thrifry" Germans, from voting and holding 
office in the territories. 5 Nor did nativism interest the voters. Although the 
Native parry had had some success in Philadelphia, the best showing it could 
make in Cumberland Counry was 148 votes out of about 4600 cast for its 1845 
statewide canal commissioner candidate. The same candidate got only 22 votes 
here the following year.6 

The voters had also seemed uninterested in backing any third parry move
ment. In 1852 an "Independent Union" ticket in Carlisle that included both 
regular parry nominees and independent candidates competed with the major 
parties for council, chief burgess and other Carlisle borough offices . However, 
the voters ignored the "Independent Union" distraction, voting for only those 
Union candidates who had also received major party nominations, and soundly 
rejecting those who had not.7 

But the crumbling of the national Whig parry during 1853 demoralized Cum
berland Counry's own Whigs. The Herald felt compelled to print an opinion 
denying that the Whig parry was defunct.8 And whereas Cumberland Counry 
Whigs could usually count on getting at least 47 percent of the vote on election 
day, that October they captured only 42 percent, their worst showing in per
centage terms since the merger of the Whig and Anti-Mason parties in the late 
1830s.9 This Whig decline foretokened the coming mass defection of Whig 
voters and politicians to the Know Nothing movement. I 
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THE RisE OF THE KNOW NOTHINGS 

When it first appeared in Cumberland County, the movement was a matter 
of mystery, and even humor. On Apri\29, 1854, the Shippensburg News noted 
that a lodge of the new order was about to be established in Shippensburg. 
"This Order is fast spreading, but of irs object and aim we ' know nothing.' We 
shall speak more fully when we know something. We hope few of our readers 
know nothing, but we suspect that the know nothing idea is the idea of know
ing something." 10 After the Herald published a rumor that a Know Nothing 
organization had appeared in Carlisle, the Democratic Volunteer responded that, 
"we' !mow nothing' of the truth or falsity of the report," and printed a satire on 
the secret organization of "Do Nothings," bound by an eternal oath of lazi
ness.'' 

But the chuclding faded quicldy as the new movement gained support, in
cluding that of the county's Whig newspapers. On June 21, the Herald attacked 
the Democratic practice (elsewhere) of awarding patronage by ethnic blocs, 
and commented that, "It is not strange, therefore, that under such circum
stances native born citizens-if they have the spirit of Americans-should combine 
their strength to resist such odious and impudent provisions."12 The Shippens
burg News proclaimed, "We have always held that the aegis of our freedom, was 
too open to abuse and that the ballot box has been prostituted to the basest and 
meanest purposes through foreign votes. We have always believed that there 
was too much pandering to Popery and roo much succombing [sic] to the for
eign vote." 13 

Some Cumberland County Democrats, too, came to support the Order. At 
first the Volunteer scoffed at Know-Nothing chances in Carlisle. "[W]e predict 
for [the Know Nothings] a speedy and ignomious disruption. Carlisle is not the 
soil to foster and encourage treasonable and anti-republican secret political as
sociations."14 But the Volunteer soon worried enough about Democratic loyal
ties to warn that, "the Know Nothing association means Whiggery or Federal
ism by another name ... if any Democrats, through curiousity or deception have 
been induced to join it, they should at once withdraw as members and use their 
influences to smother this demon that attempts to swallow up the Constitution 
of our country." 15 The Volunteer's worries were well-founded. After the Demo
cratic county convention had selected its candidates for the fall elections, ru
mors began circulating that three of them were Know Nothings. 16 The Volun
teer asked the candidates to issue written denials of membership in the Order. 17 

It then printed denial letters the following week from Democratic candidates 
for the state house, as well as the candidates for prothonotary and county com
mission . 18 But other Democratic county candidates submitted no such letters. 
Irritated, the Democratic county executive committee called on John M. Gregg 
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and William Lytle, running for Clerk of Court and Register of Wills, to dis
avow Know Nothingism or be stricken from the ticket. 19 Their reply is un
known. 

One Carlisle Democratic politician, Lemuel Todd, a 37 year-old lawyer, openly 
converted to the Know Nothing cause. Todd had served a term on Carlisle's 
borough council from 1848 to 1849, and had run unsuccessfully without his 
party's nomination on the Independent Union ticket in 1852. Since then he 
had met defeat again in 1853 and 1854, running as a Democrat in the Whig
leaning West Ward. Now he ran for Congress as an "independent", endorsed by 
the Whig party, which had failed to nominate a candidate of its own.20 Accord
ing to the hostile account of the VolunteeJ; the Know Nothing recruiting com
mittee was determined to find a Democrat, but was vehemently sent packing, 
first by Judge Stuart, and then by one-time District Attorney William Miller. 
Only then was Todd approached and initiated into the Order. 2 1 

The Volunteer's scornful attacks on Lemuel Todd did not stop him from win
ning his Congressional seat, representing Cumberland, York and Perry coun
ties. He took Cumberland County by an 1100 vote margin out of 5700 cast, 
winning nearly 60 percent of the vote. The Whig candidates for the state house, 
Montgomery Donaldson and George Criswell , probably benefitting from Know 
Nothing support, won their seats by lesser margins. The Whigs showed only a 
meager recovery in the county office contests; on average, the Whig county 
candidates polled a mean average of only 44 percent of the vote.22 But the Whig 
defeat was also a Democratic defeat, for three of the Democratic victors were 
definitely revealed as covert Know Nothing candidates.B These three victors 
included Gregg, Lytle and Daniel K. Noel, the candidate for prothonotary who 
had issued a written denial of membership in the order. 24 All three substantially 
outpolled the other Democrats. 

The Carlisle Herald trumpeted the elections here and elsewhere in the state 
and country as a strong endorsement of Know Nothing principles, and their 
ability to unite all native-born Protestant Americans: 

What is this new star that has risen upon us-ascending so suddenly from 
the horizon to the Zenith-that commands the adoration of our country
men; which unites all hearts and hands-which brings together political an
tipodes-which tames the fiery democrat and the chavalrous [sic] whig, and 
which unites in fond embrace the sons of the frigid north and the sunny 
south ?25 

Democrats blamed their losses on fraud. In Dickinson and Frankford town
ships, and all over the county, the Know Nothings allegedly circulated spurious 
tickets that resembled genuine ones, except that they lacked the name of the 
Democratic Congressional candidate, J. Ellis Bonham. The circulators' "former 
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reputation as Democrats shielded them from suspicion, and rendered their treach
ery more effectual than under ordinary circumstances." In Carlisle's Democratic 
East Ward and elsewhere, the Know Nothings apparently had the sympathies of 
Democratic election inspectors, who cooperated with the Whig election officials 
to deny votes to Democrats, especially to naturalized citizens.26 What truth was 
there to these charges? Todd did outpoll Bonham in traditionally Democratic 
areas like Carlisle's East Ward. But he himself was a known Democrat. On the 
other hand, the Carlisle Herald and Shippensburg News did not deny the existence 
of spurious tickets. The Herald argued that, "there were but a few Democrats who 
intended to vote for Mr. Bonham, as was well known before the election, and we 
venture to say that he lost none for want of tickets."27 

Much as loyal Democrats might write offTodd's election as fraud, they were 
dismayed by the broad appeal of the Know Nothing movement now taking 
shape as the American party and nicknamed "Sam." The dismay translated into 
weakness at the polls in March 1855. North Middleton Township, which had 
remained solidly Democratic in 1854, now went over to the Know Nothings in 
its township elections, thanks to a drastic drop in voter turnout. In Carlisle's 
borough elections the Democrats failed even to run a slate in the Whig-leaning 
West Ward, and went down to overwhelming defeat in the East Ward. The new 
party controlled the entire borough council, and all but one of the other bor
ough offices. The Volunteer tried to mal(e the best of it, remarking that, "most of 
our citizens, opposed to the new order, felt a willingness to give' Sam' full rope, 
so that he might hang himself as soon as possible." The paper also pronounced 
itself"gratified" that the new council was determined to extend Pomfret Street. 28 

But the Democratic party had done better than the Whigs. Although three old
line Whigs ran on their own for chief burgess, and justice of the peace (one for 
each ward), and one of them was actually elected, the Whig party itself refused 
to run a slate in either ward. The rot that had broken down the party at the 
national level was now dissolving it at its local roots. 

The American party's great success in contesting local elections for the first 
time was accompanied in the same month by another important step-the open
ing of an independent Know Nothing newspaper, the Carlisle American.29 The 
American would be edited by George Zinn, former Whig prothonotary and a 
butcher. It seemed that the Know Nothings had come to stay. 

THE CHARACTER OF THE KNOW NOTHING ORDER 

It is almost impossible to write a history of the inner workings of the Cum
berland County Know Nothings, since no minutes, membership lists, or reso
lutions of the organization seem to have survived. The very character of the 
Know Nothings as a secret organization meant that its members would refuse 
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to publish or perhaps even to create documents revealing information that they 
were pledged to withhold from non-members. 3° Furthermore, the entire first 
year's run of the Carlisle American, the most important year of all, has also 
disappeared. One spot oflight in this dark void of sources is a "quarterly return" 
distributed to Know Nothing members along with an address by Dickinson 
College's professor of mathematics, the Reverend Mr. Otis H. Tiffany, presi
dent of the Know Nothing State Council. The return required local branches to 
report initiations, rejections, expulsions and withdrawals of members, and to 
pay a semi-annual assessment. 3 1 Otherwise, the information we have rests in 
the pages of local newspapers, especially the hostile American Volunteo; which 
seems to have drawn its material both from loyal Democrats and from dis
gruntled members of the Order. 

Despite their precautions, it must have been quite difficult for the Know 
Nothings to preserve their secrecy in Cumberland County, where small-town 
residents would have had plenty of opportunity to observe odd doings by their 
neighbors. Know Nothings tried to protect their identities by wearing masks to 
their meetings, which were announced in advance by distributing paper tri
angles-"three-cornered bits of red paper."32 But their customary meeting site at 
Education Hall on Church Alley in Carlisle was public knowledge by Septem
ber 1854.33 Indeed, the Volunteer's editor, John B. Bratton, reported watching 
Know Nothing politicians from around the county gathering at Education Hall, 
waiting outside during the meeting, and accosting one of the members for an 
unpaid bili.34 In all likelihood their other meeting-places in Cumberland County 
became known as well. 

Of course, the Know Nothing order was no mere secret social club, but an 
underground political movement dedicated to intolerance under the slogan 
''Americans Shall Rule America!"35 • Know Nothings believed that immigrants 
and Roman Catholicism were dangerous to America. For example, the heart of 
the Know Nothing oath apparently ran as follows: 

You furthermore promise and declare that you will not vote nor give 
your influence for any man for any office in the gift of the people unless he 
be an American-born citizen in favor of Americans-born ruling America, 
nor if he be a Roman Catholic, and that you will not, under any circum
stance, expose the name of any member of this Order, nor reveal the exist
ence of such an organization.36 

Professor Tiffany, a statewide leader of the Know Nothings, gave a public 
lecture on the the Protestant origins of American freedoms and on the dangers 
of the vast immigration and rapid naturalization of foreigners. "No foreigner is 
competent to discharge the duties of an American until he ceases to be identi
fied with the land which gave him birth."37 Tiffany also objected to the Catho-
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lie program of removing bibles from public schools. In an address to the Ameri
can party officers and members a year later, Tiffany reviewed the party's chief 
goals. 

It had the pure and lofty aim to bring back the government of the State 
and of the country to the purity of former days; to recall , if possible, the 
national spirit that animated the fathers and founders of the Republic in 
the administration of public affairs. In order to do this, it was necessary 
that the foreign influence which, more perhaps than all other causes, had 
contributed to the corruption of our politics, should be put down; and that 
politicians should be taught that the American people must be governed on 
American principles.38 

The Herald, which continued to support Know Nothingism for a short time 
after the 1854 election, complained that the millions offoreign residents enter
ing the United States. 

have introduced religious controversy into our political contentions. They 
have demanded public office as a right. They have insisted upon the politi
cal proscriptions of the Americans for denying this claim. They have formed 
plans for the control of the polls: and they have organized themselves into 
pands, [sic] through whose misconduct perpetual disorder and tumult dis
turb our streets, and our prisons are filled. 

The root of all these evils is the premature conferment upon foreigners 
of the right of suffrage ... [The American party] should go at once to the 
root of the matter, and either repeal the naturalization laws or extend the 
period of residence to at leas t twenty-one years39 . 

But Know Nothingism also rose (or sank) to more bitter and hateful denun
ciations of immigrants and Catholics, as shown by the pages of the Carlisle 
American. Although we do not have the first year's issues of this paper, later 
articles show its probable tone during that time. The American protested that 
America was never designed to be "a haven for the paupers and criminals of all 
the world." Given the increasing numbers of immigrants, Americans could "Look 
forward a few years, and behold one million of wretched outcasts from every 
European country vomited annually on your shores. Behold your almshouses 
overflowing with foreign paupers-your streets swarming with foreign beggars, 
and your jails and prisons filled with foreign criminals."40 But it was Catholic 
immigrants in particular that stirred Know Nothing wrath, because behind them 
stood the ever-threatening Catholic church, ruled by the Pope in Rome. 

The foreign German protestant, thinks and deliberates before he votes, 
but he too is duped by corrupt demagogues, and carried astray by the 
facinating [sic] cry of democracy. We are not without hope, however, as to 

this class of foreigners. They are generally honest and well meaning and 
have some capacity for thinking and reasoning, and independence to act 
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out their hones t convictions. Not so with the Irish-particularly the Catho
lic Irish. These are the abject slaves of their Priests and Bishops, who are the 
tools of the Pope-of that hierarchy, which has always opposed freedom of 
thought, of speech and of action , whether in literature, politics and 
religion .. . But for the active interference of their spiritual guides, the Catholi cs 
would not go in droves to the polls, and vote the same ticket, no matter 
who the candidates, as they have been doing for years. 42 

The American warned emphatically against the Pope, a "foreign King-Pon
tiff," who "claims universal dominion, [and] wishes to establish a hierarchical 
despotism in our midst." His hierarchy of officials, vicars-general, archbishops, 
bishops, priests and monks, were his officers for an invading army, an army of 
well drilled and obedient immigrantsY 

Possessing, as he does, the undivided empire of South America, the de
voted allegiance of Mexico, with a majori ty of Canadian professors, he only 
wants the valley of the Mississippi to secure the spiritual monarchy of the 
new world. H e already boasts of two millions of true sons of the C hurch, in 
the United States of America. For these few sheep in the wilderness he has 
created bishops and ecclesiastic helps with unprecedented liberaliry ... From 
the Vatican, from the throne of St. Peter on the Tiber, the decree has gone 
forth, that our Protestant American liberties shall be new modeled and 
baptized at the sacred fount of the 'Prince of the Apostles,' and made to 
minister to the dictates of a confessor, according to the interests and honors 
of 'Holy Mother Church. '43 

Although the Know Nothings did their best to stir up fear and hatred of 
Catholic immigrant political power, violence seems to have broken out on only 
one occasion in Cumberland County. One night in early September 1854, a 
German immigrant (and a Lutheran rather than Catholic), happening to pass 
by Education Hall, the meeting place of the Carlisle Know Nothings, was stopped 
and questioned by half a dozen apparent members of the order. When the Ger
man did not give them satisfactory information about himself, they shoved 
him, ordered him away, and pelted him with stones. 44 Although the poor Ger
man suffered at least some bruises, the criminal court dockets for 1854 and 
185 5 do not show that anyone was arrested or tried for the crime. Fortunately, 
the Know Nothings normally channeled their hostility into electoral politics. 
As the Carlisle American put it much later, "The American party wish to meet 
this question at the ballot box now, while there is hope of amendment, before 
the dire necessity shall arise of meeting the question by the cartridge box."45 

THE D EMOCRATIC CRITIQUE 

As the Volunteer saw it, the real object of the Know Nothings was a hankering 
for the spoils of office. The great majority of Know Nothing leaders were "men 
who have been ' everything by turns and nothing long,' and so that their inor-
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dinate desire for office is satisfied, they care little what party is in power or what 
set of principles triumph. "46 

However, the Know Nothing dedication to intolerance did not go unchal
lenged either. "The policy of prescribing [sic] men because they happened to be 
born in some other country than this, or because they belong to some other 
church than that to which we ourselves are attached, is, when stripped of its 
disguise, too despicable to be tolerated for a moment. " Even assuming Catholi
cism to be as the Know Nothings represented it, "Are we to repudiate the in
spired declaration ofJEFFERSON, the great apostle ofDemocracy .. . that 'error 
of opinion may be safely tolerated, whi le reason is left to combat it'?" Demo
crats objected not only to Know Nothing intolerance, but also to the secrecy of 
their organization. 

Have we become so alarmed by rhe influx offoreigners that we no longer 
clare ro look our danger in the face, and must skulk inro secret holes and 
corners ... ? .. .If our naturalization laws are defective, let them be revised and 
made righr. If Catholicism is erro neous, let it be refuted. Bur we wanr, in 
this counrry, no secret inquisition , and no Jesuitical combination, ro up
hold trurh, or put clown error. G ive us an open field and fair play; that is all 
we askY 

If any Know Nothings bothered to read the Volunteer; they must have been 
infuriated by being compared to the Inquisition and to the Jesuits. 

But in August 1855 the clash between the Volunteer and the CarLisLe Ameri
can descended from the political to the personal. It appears that the American 
started the quarrel, although we do not have its side of the affair. On August 23 
John B. Bratton, editor of the VoiunteeJ; blamed the "knave" and the "fool" of 
the American, particularly the "knave," for malcing personal attacks on him 
after a death in Bratton's family. References to the "Honorable whelp," and 
"people of a Congressional District disgracing themselves, " would seem to iden
tifY the "knave" as none other than Lemuel Todd. In any case, Bratton called 
the "knave" a "wretched specimen of humanity-a vile scab upon society ... " He 
accused the "knave" of hypocrisy-engaging in debauchery in Philadelphia and 
drinking binges in a neighboring county while advocating morality and tem
perance in the pages of the American48 . Having lacerated Todd, Bratton be
littled the "fool", George Zinn, the following week. Zinn, charged Bratton, had 
gotten his job at a meeting of stockholders by ballot fraud because Zinn's sup
porters wanted someone they could control. Bratton expressed low regard for 
this "journeyman butcher." "Of course he can't help it, but GEORGE, it is well 
known, was born with a very limited quantity of brains, and if a jury were called 
to say yea or nay in regard to his sanity of mind, we doubt not they would 
pronounce him non compos mentis." He concluded, "[Zinn] is most admira-
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bly fitted to be used as the sewer through which his dirty, beastly, ruthless, 
vagabond masters vomit forth their filth, and bile, and balsam against the im
pregnable characters of other men. "49 One would never have known that Bratton 
had once praised Zinn's record as prothonotary. 50 

Since Bratton also charged that Zinn did not write his own articles, Zinn 
made a similar allegation against Bratton. 51 Bratton responded by meeting Zinn 
in the office of the justice of the peace on September 14, and swearing by affi
davit that he had written his articles. Zinn accepted the truth of Bratton's state
ment bur refused to malce a similar statement about his own articles. 52 Unfortu
nately, this confrontation did not end the strange affair. A manuscript written 
by William L. Shearer, the district attorney, was stolen from the Volunteer's of
fice, along with other documents, and brought to the Carlisle American. The 
Americanreferred to this manuscript as evidence that Bratton had not, after all, 
written his own articles . Bratton related these events to show Zinn's lack of 
honor, and then let the matter rest there. 53 

THE DECLI NE AND SUBMERGENCE OF T HE A JviERICAN PARTY 

1855 had opened as a year of great promise for Cumberland County Know 
Nothings, now formally organized as the American parry. But the promise was 
broken. The first sign of trouble was a controversy over a nomination of 
Pennsylvania's United States Senator by the Know Nothing legislature. One 
possible serious candidate was none other than the Reverend Professor Tiffany. 
However, many Know Nothings in the legislature, including Donaldson and 
Criswell, voted for Democrat Simon Cameron, the notorious patronage boss. 
This decision outraged Cumberland County's Whig newspapers, and probably 
helped turn them away from the Know Nothing movement. 55 

The Senate election may have also contributed to serious dissension or disil
lusionment among Cumberland County Know Nothings. At the end of the 
summer two or three unnamed Dickinson College professors wrote the Know 
Nothing council to announce their resignations. In September 41 members in 
Carlisle petitioned the Council to withdraw from the Order. The four who 
were present and permitted to withdraw, including the Council's secretary, were 
later publicly excommunicated by having their names published in the Carlisle 
American. The rest were refused the right to withdraw without being personally 
present. 56 

The Volunteer; expressing indignation at the treatment of the 41, bragged 
that the organization's continued secrecy was for naught. "Of late we have had 
a great many visits from Know Nothings ... and we are perfectly ' booked up' in 
regard to the secrets and doings of the lodge." The paper claimed half a dozen 
informants ("reporters") at each meeting, and that, "Were it not that we do not 
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wish to be instrumental in bringing men into disrepure, we could publish a full 
and complete list of members of the Carlisle Council, the names of its officers, 
&c. "57 The Volunteer also cited the fact that only seven or eight hundred Ameri
cans voted at their lodges for county candidates as evidence that interest in the 
movement was waning. 58 

Unchastened by its membership problems, the American party would make 
one crucial mistake that would hand the fall county elections to the Democrats. 
That mistake was to refuse Whig participation in nominating a joint anti-Demo
cratic slate. 59 Their refusal is mysterious, since such alliances were being formed 
in other counties and had also been formed to elect a state canal commissioner. 
Perhaps the Know Nothings here wished to preserve their secrecy, however flawed, 
which would have been sacrificed by fusing with the Whigs. The Whigs an
swered the rebuff by calling for an open organization, although they claimed 
also to support a "radical change" in naturalization laws.60 In addition to freez
ing out Whig loyalists, the Know Nothings would not or could not infiltrate 
the Democrats' county convention, where delegates were required to deny Know 
Nothing connections before being seated. 61 So the Know Nothings met in their 
lodges across the county to nominate a purely American ticket. "Purely" Ameri
can meant of course a balance of former Democrats and Whigs. Former Whigs 
included Jacob Bomberger (past editor of the Shippensburg News) for Assembly, 
John Williams for treasurer, Christian Eberly for commissioner, and James 
Postlethwaite for coroner. Former Democrats included Valentine Feeman for 
Assembly, William Riley for sheriff, Jacob Hemminger for director of the poor, 
and Frederick Muntzer for auditor. 

The day after election day, Americans could count the cost of their refusal to 
coalesce with the Whigs. Even though the Democrats drew less than 47 percent 
of the some 5000 votes cast, a sharp decline from their performance two years 
earlier, their votes pur them al1ead of the Americans, who received just under 
45 percent. The once-mighty Whig party drew only eight percent of the vote, 
but it was enough to doom the entire American ticket to defeat.62 The Whigs 
had even managed to get their own candidate for commissioner elected, thanks 
to the absence of the Democratic candidate, George Gleim, who had died after 
his nomination.63 But this success was the last flourish of Cumberland County's 
old Whig party, which never appeared on the ballot again . 

The 1855 election must have been a bitter disappointment for the Ameri
cans. 1856 would be worse; not only would the Cumberland County Know 
Nothings lose more elections, but they would also begin losing their identity. In 
the Carlisle borough elections that year the Americans lost the offices of chief 
burgess, assistant burgess and assessor to an anti-Know Nothing slate of Demo
crats and Whigs headed by Armstrong Noble, elected chief burgess the previous 
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year as a Know Nothing. In odd counterpoint, the Know Nothing loser for 
chief burgess, Joseph Blair, had been the Democratic loser for the same office 
the previous year. 64 Now it was the turn of the Americans to blame their losses 
on fraud. 65 In Shippensburg an "anti- administration" ticket that included at 
least one Democrat beat a "fusion" ticket composed of both Democrats and 
W higs . Elsewhere in the coun ty, the picture was confused by the breakdown of 
party lines and the lack of official published returns. The Volunteer and the 
American put in partly conflicting claims of who had won which municipali
ties .66 Generally speakjng, however, it appears that the Democrats had reclaimed 
townships and boroughs that had historically been theirs, while the Americans 
held on to precincts that had once voted W hig.67 At any rate, the Americans 
had clearly lost the ground gained a year earlier. 

Immediate tactical losses aside, it was slavery that really killed the Know 
Nothing movement. If Know Nothingism was an effort by American poli ti
cians and voters to distract themselves from the grave crisis created by the 1854 
Kansas-Nebraska bill , as it probably was, the effort fai led. In fact, slavery had 
always competed for public attention throughout 1854 and 1855 . Even as 
Lemuel Todd had opened his 1854 campaign against the Pope, he had declared 
himself against allowing slavery to expand into the territories. 68 After the Na
tional Council of the Know Nothings adopted a resolution in June 1855 op
posing Congressional interference with slavery in the territories (an endorse
ment of the Kansas-Nebraska bill) , Pennsylvania's State Council rep udiated that 
section of the national platform and supported limiting slavery in the ten·ito
ries .69 JustifYing the State Council's action, Professor T iffany blamed the Na
tional Council for trying to impose on Pennsylvania the views of southern states, 
"states in which no American triumph had ever been gained." As President 
Franklin Pierce submitted to the "slave power" in Kansas, 

Voices of indignation reach us from every co un ty in the state, and from 
every class of men except the post masters and government officials, who 
keep their principles in their pockets; and everywhere the cry is-"Repeal 
the Kansas bill-restore the Missouri compromise-admit no more Slave States! 

Would not the American party ofPennsylvania be mad to set itself against 
this torrent? Wo uld it not be worse than mad to set itself against its own 
conviction of right and truth and duty? Thank God, no such disgrace is 
before us ... Our parry is, as it was last year, opposed to the temporal domin
ion of the Pope, opposed to the corruption and debasement of the old 
political parties, and opposed to the Nebraska bill and the extension of 
slavery. 70 

In 1856 the American presidential convention likewise split over slavery, and 
part of Pennsylvania's delegation joined other northerners in a walkout. In Penn-
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sylvania itself, the Americans agreed to combine forces with the "free soil" Re
publican party, whose main purpose was to oppose slavery in the territories . 
Voters of both parties would have their choice of John C. Fremont, a famous 
western adventurer nominated by the Republicans, or former president Millard 
Fillmore, an old-line Whig nominated by the Americans. If the votes for both 
exceeded the Democratic vote, Republicans and Americans would split 
Pennsylvania's electoral vore according to their relative shares of the popular 
vote. 71 

Democratic papers noted the subordination of the American party to the 
Republicans with glee. 72 Even the Carlisle American itself demonstrated the pri
macy of the free soil issue by devoting space to it in column after column.73 The 
American not only supported the Republican position of containing slavery, 
but conditioned its support for Millard Fillmore on his taking the same stance.74 

Unfortunately, the October elections showed that the Democratic party, 
helped by the national focus on the issues of slavery and union, had beaten 
down the threat of Know Nothingism. Even under the umbrella of a combined 
"Union" slate, Cumberland County Know Nothings and Whigs together polled 
only 48 percent of the vote, out of about 6000 votes cast. Congressman Lemuel 
Todd, though barely outpolling Democrat John Ahl of Carlisle in Cumberland 
County, was voted down by York County voters and forced out of office.75 

The following month Democrat James Buchanan carried Cumberland County 
against the combined opposition, winning over 52 percent of about 6500 votes 
cast. In supporting Buchanan the county merely fell in with a slight majority of 
Pennsylvania voters. However, the proportion of votes cast for Fremont and 
Fillmore differed greatly in Cumberland County from that of the state overall. 
Whereas 32 percent of Pennsylvania's 459,000 voters voted for Fremont and 
only 18 percent for Fillmore, Fillmore outpolled Fremont in Cumberland County 
by over a hundred votes .76 

What did this disparity mean? Did Cumberland County voters continue to 
support the Know Nothing agenda in greater strength than elsewhere in Penn
sylvania? Without opinion polls, no one can be sure. Fremont had been tarred 
as a secret Catholic by the Democrats.77 The Carlisle American had tried to keep 
Know Nothing issues alive, if not paramount, in its pages during 1856. But it is 
likely that the preference for Fillmore over Fremont reflected conservative feel
ing rather than anti-Catholic bigotry. Although Cumberland County Whigs 
had supported the state party's commitment to containing slavery before 1854, 
no one had bothered to form an independent Republican party, as had been 
done in other Pennsylvania counties. 1856 was the first time that the voters 
here faced a purely Republican candidate. And while the Republican party was 
"tainted" by association with abolitionism, the American party had nominated 
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Fillmore, a conservative, old-line Whig, implied by the Carlisle American to be 
safely free-soil, or at least not under the control of the South.78 

In fact, Know Nothing sentiment was visibly withering in Cumberland 
County. The Carlisle American had to plead for the continued existence of the 
American party as such.79 For four months after the presidential election the 
paper tried to rally party faithful by running a series of blistering opinion col
umns that provided some of the material quoted earlier. But by March 1857 
even the American devoted itself almost entirely to carrying the free soil themes 
of the Republican party. That month Pennsylvania's Know Nothings met in a 
combined convention with the Republicans to nominate a combined slate. In 
July of 1858 the American party officially merged with the Republicans under 
the banner of the People's Party. 8° Cumberland County's own Know Nothings 
likewise merged their organization with the remnant of the Whigs and followed 
their state leadership into the Republican ranks. Know Nothingism uttered a 
last gasp in an 1858 resolution passed at the People's Party congressional nomi
nation meeting for Cumberland, York and Perry counties. That resolution, last 
in a long list of resolutions, urged passage of federal laws prohibiting the intro
duction of foreign paupers and criminals, to lighten the burden on American 
taxpayers. 8 1 Thereafter, only the Carlisle American remained, a paper without a 
party, a memento of a vanished movement, until 1864, when it ceased publica
tiOn. 
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Bishop Henry Heisey Brubaker, 
Missionary from Mechanicsburg 

Daniel j. Heisey 

While it may not be an historian's job to "praise famous men," it is his job to tell 
of men and women, famous or less so, and remember that they were human 
beings with a human capacity for the remarkable. Henry Heisey Brubaker-in 
the formal custom of the day, he always styled himself "H. H. Brubaker"-was 
an imposing figure in the Brethren in Christ Church during the middle years of 
the twentieth century. He was also my paternal grandfather's first cousin, a farm 
boy from Cumberland County stamped with the patterns of mind common to 
his age and origin. Just as those patterns shaped his life, through his life he 
reshaped them. It is my aim to sketch his life and offer his example for further 
study. 

Christianity and violence have marked Germany since the eighth century 
saw the martyrdom of St. Boniface, Benedictine missionary from England. Seven 
centuries later the works of two Augustinian priests disrupted the common 
faith of Europe. The roaring criticism of Martin Luther and the wry humanism 
of Erasmus sparked lesser lights. Ulrich Zwingli, a priest sharing Erasmus' curi
osity but not his loyalty, agitated in Zurich, perhaps hoping to reach the status 
later enjoyed in Geneva by John Calvin. Menno Simons, a bibulous priest in 
the Netherlands, discovered in himself sympathy for the Swiss Brethren rallied 
by Zwingli, and he traveled widely in the Rhine valley preaching pacifism and 
adult baptism. Erasmus had hoped for quiet, patristic renewal within the Catholic 
Church, and he was appalled at Luther's fulminations. Erasmus of Rotterdam 
died in Basel a saddened old man, taking solace in Scripture and the letters of 
St. Jerome. Luther and Calvin also died in their beds, but Zwingli and many 
others in Switzerland, Germany, and Holland were killed for causing civil and 
ecclesiastical strife. 

The Heisey family came to America in 1727, having sailed from Rotterdam. 
They had originated in Switzerland, probably near Basel, and after renewed 
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BISHOP BRUBAKER, his wife and son, 1931. Courtesy of the author. 

persecutions they migrated to the Palatinate around 1671. 1 The Brubakers came 
to America around 17 10, having come originally from near Zurich. 2 Both families 
settled in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and both our subject's grandparents 
came to Cumberland County in 1880. His paternal great-grandfather, Henry 
Brubaker, was a Brethren in Christ minister, and his maternal great-grandfa
ther, Daniel B. Heisey, was a Brethren in Christ deacon. Our subject's father 
was a deacon as well; his maternal grandfather was an elder. His cousins, the 
Niesleys, held the diaconate also, and one became a bishop. The Heiseys and 
the Brubakers were well-respected in their church for their piety and zeal. 

The Brethren in Christ Church-at first and often called the River Brethren, 
after their origins along the Susquehanna River-formed in the 1770s from a 
split in the Mennonite Church. The River Brethren and the Mennonites differ, 
for example, on baptism, triple immersion of adults demanded by the Breth
ren . Until recent decades, though, both churches were ethnic enclaves, as clan
nish as Greek Orthodox or Hispanic Catholics. Noted for their austerity and 
rusticity, Mennonites and Brethren decried religious formalities while main
taining a rigid episcopal ecclesiology. They tended to be aloof, with distinct 
customs and a version of German separating them from popular culture. Henry 
S. Heisey, maternal grandfather to Henry Heisey Brubaker, was eulogized in 
1907 as a faithful and patient man;3 within his family he is remembered also as 
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a tyrannical tobacco farmer who beat his son, Isaac, for speaking English. 
On a hot 21 July 1900, Henry B. Brubaker and his wife, the former Annie 

Tyson Heisey, rejoiced in the birth of a son in their home on south Market 
Street in Mechanicsburg. The boy, Henry Heisey Brubal<er, was their third child
there would be six in all-and the second to live beyond infancy. He spent his 
early childhood on the so-called Brubal<er farm near Hogestown; his father had 
developed rheumatism working in a creamery and returned to farming. In 1913 
the Brubal<ers moved to a farm in Upper Allen Township, not far from Garrett 
Grove School. They moved to be nearer the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Mechanicsburg; but they had often to attend services of the United Brethren 
Church in Silver Spring Township, the buggy drive to Mechanicsburg being 
too far. 4 

Among Henry H. Brubaker's earliest memories were death and obedience. 
In January, 1902, he was taken to the funeral of his Grandfather Brubal<er, 
where, Henry H . Brubaker recalled, "I was lifted up . . . to see him lying in his 
coffin."5 The infant beheld the corpse, and the sight burnt into his psyche. 
"What especially struck me," he remembered, "was his long nose."6 Perhaps 
four years later, young Henry was playing with "a toy engine" given him by his 
father. The boy was allowed to play with it anywhere but on the furniture. Of 
course, he had great fun one day running the locomotive across the desk in his 
parents' bedroom upstairs . Father entered the room, saw the offense, promptly 
seized the toy, and dropped it from the open window. The toy train shattered, 
and the boy was heartbroken.7 

At Pleasant Grove School Henry H. Brubal<er developed a passion for read
ing that would sustain him all the days of his life. "I loved history, geography, 
and literature," he said, "but had more difficulty with arithmetic. "8 These were 
the days of one-room schools, McGuffey's Readers, morning prayer conducted 
by the teacher, and a "whipping" at school assuring another at home. "The 
result," Brubal<er said, "was that we took a great deal of care about what infor
mation was brought home from school."9 

This bit of diplomatic deception calls to mind a puckish scene of great de
light to my late aunt, Dorothy Mains. The elder Henry Brubaker told his son, 
Henry, to plant pumpkin seeds amongst the corn rows on their farm. The boy 
began conscientiously but soon grew bored. Even in later life he insisted he had 
been given too many seeds. Glances left and right, and he buries the seeds in a 
hole in a corner of the field. ''Alas," he chuclded in old age, "pumpkin seeds 
have a way of growing." 10 The sequel is easily imagined. 

While Henry H. Brubal<er enjoyed a normal boyhood on a Pennsylvania 
Dutch farm at the beginning of the twentieth century, two incidents distin
guish his early years. In 1902, Henry P. Steigerwald sold his prosperous lumber 
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mill in Ohio and began to prepare for the ministry in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. He and his wife, Grace, visited friends in Mechanicsburg, including 
the Brubakers. The Steigerwalds were childless, and Mrs. Steigerwald held Baby 
Henry. She declared, "This boy will one day be a missionary."" She and her 
husband had yet to embark on their long missionary careers in Africa. Her 
prophecy so startled the Brubakers they remembered it all their days. 

Then, in 1909, on a hot summer day, young Henry was playing with some 
friends. He tired of the games and went off to be alone. ''As I watched the cloud 
formations," he later said, "there came to me a very strong feeling that one day 
I should become a missionary in Africa." 12 Thenceforth he read all he could on 
Africa and missions, especially on David Livingstone, and undoubtedly includ
ing Frances Davidson's 1915 book, South and South Central Africa. She had 
helped found in 1898 the Brethren in Christ mission in Matopo, about thirty 
miles south of Bulawayo, Rhodesia. 

Although Henry H. Brubalcer lived in a distinctly Protestant home, he was 
not considered a Christian until his baptism. He attended church services with 
his parents, but he was not a member of the church. During his teenage years he 
watched as friends asked to be baptized, but he felt no compulsion to join 
them. In 1918 he was eligible to be drafted, a prospect indifferent to him but 
horrifying to his pacifist parents. He had begun studies in 191 7 at the Messiah 
Bible School and Missionary Training Home (now Messiah College), yet he 
had little desire to excel. After a year he dropped out and returned to work on 
the farm. In 1918 he was to be eligible to drafted, a prospect indifferent to him, 
but horrifying to his pacifist parents. While he waited to be called up, they 
waited for him to find the Lord. 

In January 1919, Bishop John R. Zook, of Des Moines, Iowa, conducted a 
revival meeting at Messial1. Friends urged Henry and his brother, Mervin, to 
attend. Several told Henry he would then ask to be baptized. He said he doubted 
it. He and his brother arrived late and were ushered to two empty seats up 
front. 

The bishop's sermon profoundly moved Henry Brubaker, although later he 
could not recall a word of it. Henry answered the call to the altar, to repentance, 
and "Enos Hess of the college dealt with me at the altar." 13 By that phrase he 
meant that Professor Hess served in essence as his confessor, asking whether he 
renounced "Satan and all his works." Hess listened to Brubalcer's renunciation 
of sin and his belief in the ancient Creed of Christendom, and he assured 
Brubaker of his salvation from sin through the Cross of Jesus. 

"From that moment," Brubaker would say, "I had a burden lifted." 14 He 
looked at the world afresh, and he enrolled again at Messiah. "The difference, 
of course," he said, "was that I had changed my attitude." 15 Lest a student of 
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William James note the mere psychological nature of this transformation, 
Brubaker and his ilk would ascribe the cause for changing his attitude to divine 
motives, namely the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

On 23 February 1919, during Sunday morning worship services, Henry H. 
Brubaker was received into the Brethren in Christ Church. That afternoon he 
was escorted to Boiling Springs where, "although the ground was covered with 
snow and the water was very cold," he was plunged thrice into the lake. In old 
age he said, "I never had any ill effects from being baptized in the middle of 
winter." 16 

In early June 1922 Henry H. Brubaker was graduated from Messiah. He 
delivered from memory an oration, "The Master's Commission," on the com
mand of Jesus to preach in alllands. 17 Two months later Brubaker was sailing 
on a Cunard liner for England and thence to Cape Town, South Mrica, and an 
assignment to the Brethren in Christ mission in Matopo. "In those days," he 
said, "Africa was still very much the dark continent of Stanley and Livingstone."18 

Yet, it was also the continent of St. Augustine and Tertullian, Origen and St. 
Marl<. Rhodesia had been created as a British entity by Cecil Rhodes in 1889, 
and it was divided into northern and southern halves by the River Zambezi . 
What was then Northern Rhodesia is now Zambia; Southern Rhodesia is now 
Zimbabwe. 

Brubaker had just turned 22, and he had gone outside Pennsylvania only to 

H ENRY H. BRUBAKER at M atopo Mission, about 1928. Courtesy of the author. 
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visit the Brethren settlement in Ontario, Canada. "I was," he admitted, "a young 
man when I went to Africa, just out of Messiah College, and my background 
had been that of the farm ." 19 When first in Rhodesia, he helped make bricks, 
preached through an interpreter, and sat round the campfire listening to lurid 
and occult tales from the Ndebele natives. 

He learned Sindebele, the local Bantu tongue, and, according to his daugh
ter, Edna, "He spoke Sindebele like a native," as well as Zulu. Zulu was the 
primary language of Biblical instruction-a practice disconcerting to British in
spectors-but Brubaker translated parts of the Bible into Sindebele and pub
lished his selections in 1939. A third of the book is translations of and com
mentary on the Gospel of Mark, and the other sections discuss divers passages 
from both Old and New Testaments . There had been Sindebele translations of 
the New Testament, but Brubaker's book may contain the first Sindebele ver
sions of Books of the Old Testament. 20 

Leading the Brethren in Christ mission in southern Rhodesia was Henry 
Steigerwald, by then a bishop. Under him Brubaker learned the practical as
pects of ministry, balancing his biblical scholarship learned at Messiah. He learned 
that the natives still believed in witchcraft, that paganism lurked ever beneath 
the surface. Thus, he faced a culture similar to that of the Old Testament, not to 
mention contemporary America. 

While teaching and preaching at the mission, Brubaker met a young nurse. 
Grace Edith Book was a Brethren missionary from Kansas, arriving in Matopo 
in 1924. She had studied at Messiah, and, although she and Brubal<er had met 
there, a mutual interest did not develop until they worked together in Rhode
sia. He was tall-almost six feet-and lean, with short black hair and a clean
shaven, rectangular face. He read avidly in history and literature, travelogue 
and biography. She was shorter, rounder, with a round face and round, rimless 
spectacles. A nurse, she had a scientific mind. Her daughter says, "She liked to 
do algebra; to her they were like puzzles." Henry and Grace complemented one 
another, and they tried to find ways to be together. "Courtship on a mission 
station," he mused, "is not easy." 2 1 Often they met in her room, her sister, 
Sadie, serving as chaperone. By the end of December 1925 the couple announced 
their engagement to marry. 

Six months later, 3 June, 1926, Henry and Grace were man and wife. Bishop 
Steigerwald performed the ceremony, while "more than two hundred natives 
and twenty- six Europeans" attended and sang "Blest Be the Tie that Binds."22 

The Brubakers joined the "Europeans"-surely, though, this term includes 
American Brethren-in a dinner that afternoon . The natives feasted earlier on 
a roasted ox and a cauldron of corn meal porridge provided by the Brubal<ers. 
The natives later serenaded the newlyweds and by nine at night were feeling 
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sufficiently celebratory to shock the proper Westerners with "an unscheduled 
dance. "23 The missionaries sighed; part of their self-appointed task was to rid 
the natives of strong drink and lewd choreography. 

After a long illness Bishop Steigerwald died in early December 1928. The 
General Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church met in the United States, 
and in the days before air mail-let alone satellite communication-it took 
months for word to reach Rhodesia that the Conference had chosen Brubaker 
to replace Steigerwald as General Superintendent of the mission. Brubaker was 
dumbfounded; others were dubious. A native preacher, son of an old chief, 
looked Brubaker up and down and grunted, "The bull is chosen from among 
the calves. "24 

Brubaker convened the regional Conference and preached in tribute to his 
venerable predecessor. He took his text from the first nine verses of the Book of 
Joshua: "Now after the death of Moses ... the Lord spake unto Joshua ... as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be 
strong and of a good courage ... observe to do according to all the law ... turn 
not from it to the right hand or the left, that thou may prosper whithersoever 
thou go est ... meditate therein day and night ... be not afraid, neither be dis
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee." Brubaker concluded his reflections 
on his own youth and inexperience with a poem he had written. Its final stanza 
best shows his sense of purpose: 

... For in shadows darkly lying 
Are thousands lost for whom my Saviour bled, 
And distant lands, in sin and sorrow sighing, 
Wait for His message to be comforted. 25 

He adjourned the Conference determined to prove his ability, however much 
he and his colleagues may doubt it. 

As General Superintendent, Brubaker pursued a cautious policy. He would 
meet with colleagues, ask their perspectives on a given problem, listen, and 
make a decision. He came from a patriarchal, Germanic society in Pennsylva
nia, and in Rhodesia he was immersed in a British colonial system. When 
Brubaker made-he would have said "taken"- a decision, it was final. He 
brooked no dissent, quietly but firmly rejecting any criticism or contradiction. 
From this method the salutary effect upon the decision-maker is a clear, orderly 
mind; final words put problems in the past. The difficulty came for subordi
nates. After advising their chief and awaiting his decision, they then had to 
learn sometimes frustrating lessons in obedience when their word had not been 
heeded. Their course in humility could have made a lesser leader become over
bearingly proud and arrogant. Nevertheless, Brubaker seems to have kept a 
level head. 

25 



BISHOP BRUBA KER with REVEREND NDABONDUKU DHLODHLO (left) and 
REIIERAND M ANHLINKLE K uMA LO (right). Courtesy of the author. 

Brubaker advised a young missionary, "[Y]ou will see many things you think 
should be changed, but be patient until you discover why we do things as they 
are being done."26 He had, as his daughter put it, "very definite ideas and prin
ciples," but he was a reserved man, courteous and soft-spoken. Still, he would 
sigh privately, "It's a lonely job," explaining to his family that he could not have 
friends or show any favoritism. 

During a year's furlough in the United States, Brubaker was consecrated a 
bishop. Upon returning to Rhodesia in 1932, he moved his family into Rockview, 
the brick residence near Matopo given the General Superintendent. His day 
began at 2:30 or 3:00a.m., and in the cool, quiet hours before dawn he read by 
a coal oil lamp. He read voraciously, borrowing eight books at a time from the 
Bulawayo library. He dozed off from about 4:00 to 6:00 a.m., then rose to face 
his duties. Mter ablutions there was family prayer and breakfast served by na
tive domestics. During the day he taught and preached, conducted meetings 
and received visitors, wrote reports for the General Conference and essays for 
the church's magazine, The Evangelical Visitm: Mter the evening meal and evening 
prayer he would take a nap or a long walk and watch the sun set over the 
Matapo hills. He would study the constellations of his adopted hemisphere, 
and he saw deep significance that he was "journeying under the Souther Cross. "27 

Around 9:00 p.m. he would go to bed. 
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Also in the evenings, he would at times park his car beside a window of the 
house at Rockview, connect his radio to the car, and listen to the BBC. He was 
a devotee of the wireless, using it to keep abreast of current events, to enjoy 
classical music and his beloved Gilbert and Sullivan. Whenever he could, he 
listened intently to another rural American who had lived in Africa, Lowell 
Thomas. 

Brubaker's studies and travels in his mission territory reinforced his belief in 
human frailty. He early observed that "human nature is pretty much the same 
the world over, and the enemy of souls works in much the same way every
where." 28 He had natives to tea-time and sounded them out on various topics. 
On Christmas vacations in Cape Town, as he strolled through the lush parks 
and along the busy docks, he pursued his hobby of watching people. 

In the final weeks of the rainy month of May, 1931 , Brubaker packed provi
sions, wife, and son in his Ford and set out on a two-week tour of the 
"outschools," parochial schools on the outskirts of the mission territory. Atop 
Sibale Mountain stood an abandoned pagan shrine to the local rain god, and a 
crude granite wall encircled it for defense. The area had gone wild, and the 
setting-ruined temple, subtropical vegetation, man against nature-would have 
inspired Rudyard Kipling or Ernest Hemingway. 

Brubalcer was a good shot, but he bristled when people mistook him for a big 
game hunter. Yet, in his ld1akis and pith helmet, broad shoulders and shotgun, 
he resembled Wilfred Thesiger ready to bag a lion in Sudan. "I didn't go to 
Africa to hunt," he wo uld snap, "but to be a missionary." Still, he would at 
times hunt for food, shooting bok and kudu or, for protection, shooting snakes 
or leopards. On the walls ofRockview were kudu horns and leopard skins. His 
son and daughter both describe the baboons as "a nuisance," foraging as they 
did in the corn fields, and at Sibale Mountain their father had to shoot a ba
boon. "An old native" observed, "See the long straight hair of the baboon. It is 
very much like the white people's. "29 His conclusion: "The white people were 
almost created animals." An amused Brubalcer said, "This may present a new 
thought to one suffering from negro phobia. " 

The tour of the outschools continued amid daily rains and red muddy roads. 
Early of a Monday morning they visited a school and conducted a worship 
service. Rain threatened, and they hurried through the service. There were three 
rivers to cross before reaching the next school. T hey forded the three rivers as 
black clouds roiled ominously. "Just as we drove up beside the school," he re
ported, "it began to rain. "-~ 0 They bustled their goods into the school, cast a 
canvas tarp over the car, and raced inside to watch an hour-long downpour. A 
native arrived and told them the rivers were "running hip deep." Had the 
Brubakers delayed, they could not have crossed the rivers for days. "This," 
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Brubaker decided, "was the most remarkable answer to prayer of the whole 
trip."3 1 

As bishop, Brubaker had to travel frequently and preside at major church 
functions. "The year 1936," he recalled, "was without doubt the hardest and 
busies t year we spent in our lives . ".3

2 By then he oversaw one hundred sixteen 
preachers and fifty- nine buildings. In 1936 he made three trips into Northern 
Rhodesia, thirty-two visits to outstations, and conducted eleven baptism and 
communion services. He baptized that year one hundred fifty-five persons in 
various rivers, and washed countless feet at "love feasts, " or communion ser
vices. He preached 152 sermons, each from typed notes, and with his baritone 
led congregations in Sindebele versions of such hymns as ''Abide With Me." 

By the time of the Brubaker's second furlough, in 1941 , war raged in Europe. 
British colonies such as South Africa were under conditions of wartime; by 
1941 Tobruk lay under siege, and Abyssinia was being liberated from Italian 
occupation. When in 1943 the Brubakers' furlough was over, the children were 
left safely in the care of Grace's sister, Sadie Book, in Grantham, Pennsylvania, 
while the bishop and his wife returned to South Africa by way of Miami, the 
Canal Zone, and Buenos Aires. The long years from 1943 to 1945 were, Brubalcer 
lamented, "one of the most difficult times of our lives ."33 The separation from 
their children was painful, the fear and privation of war frayed at their nerves. 

--
H ENRV AND G RACE B RUBAKER brealif{tsting at Matopo Rock about 1928. 

Courresy of the author. 
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After the war the family was reunited. Brubaker dove deeper into his work, 
founding the Wanezi Bible School. "I decided," he said, "that there would be 
no further expansion of secular education ... until we made provision for Bible 
training for our men."34 Women then did not preach. While establishing the 
school, Brubaker was in 1946 elected president of the Southern Rhodesia Mis
sionary Conference. He served until 1948, meanwhile broadening his dealings 
with government officials and missionaries of various denominations. During 
the summers he would preach in Bulawayo for vacationing Baptist and Presby
terian ministers. 

In his early fifties Brubaker retired from the mission field. He had in a way 
grown up in Africa, having arrived at 22 and living not quite 30 years there. 
There he had taken his bride and reared his children. Even as he and his wife 
settled into his new post in Ontario, Canada, their "hearts were still more in 
Africa than America, and the pangs of longing to once again see the land and its 
people were especially sn·ong."35 He drew consolation from his cherished King 
James Bible, from Genesis 28:15: ''And behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land." 
From that verse Brubaker was inspired to believe he would return to Africa. 

In Canada Brubaker pastored the Bertie Church and served as president of 
Niagara Christian College, a private academy run by the Brethren in Christ 
Church. His principal was Morris Sider, now archivist of the Brethren in Christ 
Church and of Messiah College and at work on a much-anticipated essay on 
Brubaker. Morris's elder brother, Robert, taught English at the school. A classi
cist, he had just become Rhodes Scholar. At dinner with Brubaker he discussed 
his desire to go up to Oxford to study theology. Brubaker, Anglophile though 
he was, said he was not sure Oxford was the best place for a young Brethren 
man to study theology. Robert Sider nevertheless eventually took his doctorate 
from Oxford, became an Anglican, and is a respected scholar of the early church 
and the works of Erasmus. 

At Niagara, Brubaker taught history, his life's secular study. The students 
were aware of their president's African sojourn, and they were amused by his 
dignified bearing and determined gait. He was now thick-set, his hair greying 
and thinning, and he barged through the school like a man pressing through 
the brush. In the manner of irreverent school boys every,vhere, they dubbed 
him, behind his back, "Jungle Tramper." 

Brubaker was at Niagara from 1953 to 1958; from 1953 to 1963 he was also 
secretary to the Brethren in Christ General Conference. When he left Niagara 
it was to assume the superintendency of the new Messial1 Home, then in Har
risburg. In 1953 he delivered the commencement address at Messiah College, 
although, as is Messiah's custom, he was not awarded an honorary degree. He 
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was nervous as he antic ipated this address; an alumnus from the days before the 
school granted even bachelor degrees, Brubaker was intimidated somewhat in 
the presence of men with doctoral degrees. Yet, his words, lamentably unre
corded, were received with respect. 

In 1964 Brubaker was sent to Rhodesia as the church's representative at two 
Regional Conferences, and he rejoiced in this confirmation of his self-inter
preted omen. He visited old friends and old haunts and wrote an account of his 
return for The EvangeLicaL Visit01: He had long been deeply concerned about the 
fate of Africa, and he devoured the lyric novels of Alan Paton and the taut 
adventures of Deneys Reitz. In the late 1940s Brubaker told his daughter, "In 
thirty years South Africa will be a tragedy. " He foresaw colonial government 
decaying under apartheid and resulting in bloodshed. He did not live to see the 
fall of Rhodesia to Marxist guerillas or the riots and necldacing in South Africa 
itself. 

During the 1960s Brubal<:er, with his church, modernized somewhat. He 
began wearing neckties, bought a television, and used the translation of the 
New Testament by]. B. Phillips. 36 Still, he was opposed to other innovations. 
He was a keen student of the early church, and he held the dream of the Re
formers to preserve what they had seen as the structure and spirit of the Apos
tolic Age. At a church conference he shared this ideal, one he believed his church 
was forgetting. "The early church ," he reminded them, "did not have a women's 
fellowship, a men's fellowship, or a youth fellowship as an arm of the church. "37 

Rather, he emphasized, "The church was a fellowship." He continued, "We 
seem to need coffee and tea to lubricate our fellowship, and donuts and cookies 
to fortify our intentions to love one another." Such crotchety traditionalism, 
comforting to some, no doubt irritated others. Surely that was his purpose. 

Brubaker retired to Upland, California, site then of a Brethren in Christ 
college. There he lived near his children, his son an engineer with the Jet Pro
pulsion Laboratory, his daughter a nurse with the Mennonite Central Commit
tee. He continued to read avidly, especially the works ofNorm.an Vincent Peale 
and anything on Africa The browned, scrubby hills and tawny, matted grass of 
southern California reminded Brubaker of the veld. 

He recorded his reminiscences on audiotape in 1971 and worked part-time 
in the bookstore downtown run by the Brethren in Christ Church. He liked to 
recount that his mission work had lasting effect on more than humans. He 
would recall that in 1924 missionaries and natives at Mtshabezi Mission planted 
some 5,000 eucalyptus trees along the Mtshabezi River, a tributary of Kipling's 
"great grey-green, greasy Limpopo." Over the years birds and the river had car
ried the seeds . "[F]or abo ut one hundred miles," he reported, "scattered along 
the banks of the river, are stately eucalyptus-sta nding alone in glory and gran-
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deur-wirnessing to a fellowship of Africans and Americans which took place up 
river. "38 Amidst race riots in America and tribal turmoil in Africa, it was a hope
ful image. 

Two-thirds into August 1972, he was suddenly stricken; on the twentieth he 
died. Family and friends were shocked by the news of his sudden demise. On 
23 August four ministers officiated at his fun eral in the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church, and hundreds attended and read in the memorial card the prayer 
of the Psalmist to "dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." H enry Brubaker's 
mortal remains repose in the Bellevue Mausoleum in Ontario, C alifornia. 39 

History is full of figures once prominent but now forgotten to all but schol
ars. It is an historian's calling to keep memories fresh, if not to keep the dead 
alive. To the extent that H enry Heisey Brubaker is remembered, it will be pri
marily within his church and within his family. His daughter told me without 
hesitation , "He was my hero. " His church esteems him as "in every way a Chris
tian gentleman and statesman. "40 His son described his father as "a tremendous 
Christian" who "always had time for everybody." Brubaker sent his children to 
British boarding schools in Bulawayo; the Anglican humanism and military 
drills led his son to leave the Brethren in Christ Church and serve in the United 
States Navy during the Korean War. These actions scandalized some Brethren, 
but even tempers and broad minds kept father and son from icy tensions. For 
some today the bishop's Spartan ways and stern puritanism are mitigated only 
by his seemingly incongruous membership in the D emocratic Party. Yet, he 
came of age amidst the ideals of such starchy moralists as William Jennings 
Bryan and Woodrow Wilson.41 

Still, assessment is in order, especially by one not in Brubaker's church and, 
though related , not personally acquainted with him. He was by all accounts a 
godly man, courageous and with the so ul of a poet. His years in Rhodesia over
lapped those of Albert Schweitzer in Lambarene. "It is a wonderful experience," 
proclaims T homas Merton, "to discover a new saint."42 Protes tants do not for
mally canonize, but they traditionally spealc of"the saints" or "the elect." Brubalcer 
will be forever and rightly less well-known than Schweitzer-just as Titus is all 
but forgotten beside St. Paul- but his life, though less sprawling and more 
simple, remains an example of service and sacrifice worthy of study. 
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The Invasion: Rebel Occupancy of Carlisle, 1863 

S.K Donavin 

An account of the occupation and shelling of the town of Carlisle by units of 
the Confederate Army ten days before was printed in the Carlisle American 
Volunteer on July 9, 1863, in the Carlisle Herald on the following day, July 10, 
and in the Carlisle American on July 15. The author was S. K. Donavin. 

Almost nothing has been learned about him. Simpson K. Donavin may have 
been a native, or at least a resident, of the western end of Cumberland County, 
where Simpson and Sallie Donavin owned a lot in Shippensburg in the 1880s. 
In November 1862 Donavin was appointed a deputy sheriff of the County. In 
1867 he was living in Carlisle, where the town directory of that year gave his 
address as "Corman [Cornman?] House." In 1882 the Donavins were residents 
of Delaware, Delaware County, Ohio. 

A short abridgement of Donavin's account of the invasion and bombard
ment of Carlisle was printed in J. G. Strong, Directory of the Borough of Carlisle, 
. . . Also, an Account of the Occupation of the Place by the Rebel Army in the Year 
1867 (Carlisle, 1867), 3-6. In 1963 Donavin's article was reprinted in facsimile 
from the American Volunteer as a supplement to Civil "Wtzr Miscellany (Cumber
land County Historical Society, 1963). The same supplement reproduced from 
the Carlisle American of August 5, 1863, Samuel D. Hillman's ''A Few Days of 
Rebel Rule," originally published in the Hollidaysburg Register. 

Donavin's account is reprinted here from the American Volunteer, with only a 
few changes and corrections in spelling and punctuation. General Ewell's name, 
for example, consistently misspelled in the newspaper account, has been as con
sistently corrected. The Herald added two names to Donavin's list of"sufferers": 
these names are printed here. The Editor: 

THE INVASION 

Rebel Occupancy of Carlisle 
Bombardment of the Town 
Incidents, &c. 
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The ten days just past have been the most eventful and interesting in the 
history of our Valley. An immense rebel army has marched through our midst, 
wasting our substance, devastating our fields, robbbing our granaries and ware
houses, searching our dwellings, and visiting on us many other calamities of 
war. For the purpose of giving a connected and intelligent account of the events, 
it will be necessary to revert back to the time of the occupation of Hagerstown. 

THE FIRST ALARM 

Last Monday three weeks [] une 15] intelligence was received of the defeat of 
Milroy at Winchester, and the advance into Maryland of the rebel hordes. The 
arrival on Wednesday morning [June 17] of the train of Government wagons, 
and the soldiers who accompanied them increased the excitement, but very 
little apprehension was felt by this portion of the Valley; most of the commu
nity believing that it was a mere raid, such as had been made by Stuart last fall. 
Measures of precaution, however, were taken by our merchants and tradesmen, 
who immediately commenced packing their goods, and a number of them sent 
them to the Eastern cities. After the rebels had visited Chambersburg, and again 
evacuated that town confidence was restored, and all the merchants with but 
one or two excep tions, brought back their goods .-This quiet was not destined 
to be of long duration. The goods were not yet on the shelves, when informa
tion was received that the entire rebel army was advancing, Chambersburg was 
re-occupied, and the advance was threatening Shippensburg. To those not will
ingly blind, it was evident that it was no longer a mere raid, but on the contrary, 
the threats so often made by the Southern papers were to assume reality, and the 
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania were indeed to be made the battle-fields. 

GENER!IL RICH!IRD S. EWELL, CSA. liND GENER!IL W!LLI!IM F SMITH, USA. 

Reproduced from Francis T. Miller, The Photographic Histo1y of the Civil \,%1: 

Courtesy of CCHS. 
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The 8th and 7 lst regiments of New York Volunteers, who had been sta
tioned at Shippensburg retreated to this place, and steps were immediately taken 
by General Knipe, the officer in command, which indicated that a stand would 
be made by our troops. 

THE MILITIA TuRN O uT 

The New York regiments were removed from their camps, and took posi
tions, the 8th on the Walnut Bottom road, and the 7 lst on the turnpike, about 
two miles west of town. At this point a barricade was erected across the road, 
slight defenses thrown up, and rifle pits dug. Everything indicated that resis
tance would be offered, and as soon as this was understood the militias of our 
town commenced organizing. Companies were formed by Captains Martin 
Kuhn, JohnS. Low, A. Brady Sharp, David Black, and Robert H. Smiley. On 
Wednesday morning the companies proceeded to the scene of operations on 
the turnpike. The companies were composed of the best elements of the town, 
and among the members were several gentlemen over sixty-five years of age.
The Revs. Mr. Clerc, pastor of the Episcopal church, and Mr. Phillips, pastor of 
the German Reformed Church, had shouldered muskets and were in the ranks. 
A degree of earnestness was exhibited, worthy of all praise and a determination 
which could not be mistaken. The companies were placed in position, pickets 
thrown out a mile in advance, and it was fully expected that a fight would take 
place either during the day or ensuing night. At nightfall every military precau
tion was taken. The pickets were increaased, the lines lengthened and advanced, 
and the men even ordered to be ready at a moment's warning. 

CAPT. Bovo's CAVALRY 

Capt. Boyd, who had under him about two hundred of the New York 2nd 
Cavalry picketed the road between Carlisle and Shippensburg. He was driven 
slowly in, and at evening reported the enemy within about four miles of Carl
isle. This officer by the boldness and celerity of his movements, his unflagging 
energy, his tireless devo tion to duty, has won an enviable reputation, and merits 
high regard for his services. 

THE RETREAT 

About one o'clock at night, Gen. Knipe received information that the enemy 
were within two miles of his command in overwhelming force. He considered 
that it would be folly to offer resistance, and issued an order directing the troops 
to fall back. The New Yorkers received their orders and all the militia, with the 
exception of Captain Sharp's and Lieut. Marshall's commands. They were in 
utter ignorance of the real condition of affairs, until after the New York regi
ments had retreated through town . Lieut. Col. John Lee, learning that the two 
companies were still on duty, rode to where they were stationed and informed 
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Capt. Sharp of the condition of affairs.-Before removing either his company or 
his pickets, Capt. Sharp went to town to learn the particulars of the movement, 
and finding that the retreat had really taken place, returned to his command 
and ordered it to town. Then accompanied by the officer of the Guard he vis
ited all the picket stations and withdrew those on duty. Failing to find the pick
ets ofLieut. Marshall and considering that they had already been removed (which 
was a mistake, that officer and his command remained on duty all night), he 
started for town, where he arrived at one o' dock in the morning. 

THE SKEDADDLE OF CITI ZENS 

The information that the rebels were upon us, seriously affected the nerves 
of some of our citizens. Many of our prominent ones, and many not so promi
nent, concluded to leave town, and conveyances of all kinds were in great de
mand. Some unable to procure vehicles, started on foot for Harrisburg and 
other points. The females, of course, were much alarmed and a scene of confu
sion and excitement ensued, which we will not attempt to describe. A number 
of citizens from the upper end of the county, had stopp~d in and near Carlisle 
with their stock, and they were soon hurrying on their way, thronging the roads, 
greatly increasing the confusion and alarm. 

A DAY OF QUIET 

The residents of our town retired to bed on Thursday night [June 25] under 
the full conviction that the rebels would occupy the town before morning. But 
day dawned and the old town was more than usually quiet. Citizens met each 
other with a smile and talked about the "big scare." -Scouts arrived and asserted 
positively that there was not a rebel nearer than Leesburg, three miles east of 
Shippensburg. There was a laugh all around, and the militia discussed the pro
priety of again going on duty. Friday passed one of the most cheerful days. On 
Saturday morning [June 27] at an early hour the rebel force was said again to be 
within a few miles of the town, but it was very difficult to find any one willing 
to believe the report. There had been too many "scares," and the people were 
absolutely exhausted with rumors and reports. A degree of unconcern had settled 
down on them and they were unwilling to listen and give credence to the "cry 
of wolf, " when it was reality. The morning hours passed discussing the truth of 
the rumors and the people could scarcely believe their senses when it was defi
nitely settled that the rebels were within a quarter of a mile of town. Capt. 
Boyd's cavalry fell back through the town and announced the fact. The feeling 
of alarm which had seized on the entire community the night previous was no 
where to be found. There was calmness amounting almost to indifference, and 
a resigned courage that was more than virtue prevailing everywhere. If it was 
necessary that the town should be sacrificed, those most interested were willing 
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to make the offering. If it was essential that this beautiful valley should be of
fered up to destruction, so as to save the Army of the Po~omac, or give its 
commander time to mass his forces, it would have been offered. Thus was a 
manly courage exhibited by citizens which will ever reflect credit upon them. 

THE E NTRAJ'lCE OF THE REBELS 

When the rebels neared the town, several citizens proceeded out to meet 
them, among whom was Col. Wm. M. Penrose, and Robert Allison, Assistant 
Burgess. In response to questions asked by Gen. Jenkins, commander of the 
forces, Col. Penrose stated that there was no force in the town, and that no 
resistance would be made, consequently it would be useless to charge through 
the streets, which could only have the effect of seriously alarming the women 
and children. Gen. Jenkins said he had no disposition to do so, and would 
much rather enter the town as quietly as posssible. Accordingly, about eleven 
o'clock on Saturday morning, the rebel advance entered the town from the west 
end of Main street. Their horses were at a walk and the general conduct of the 
soldiers good. They were about four hundred in number, mounted infantry, 
and every man carried his gun to a position to use it on the instant with his 
hand on the hammer. They passed down Main street to the juncture of the 
Trindle Spring and Dillsburg roads, where a portion of them filed to the left 

GENERAL EWELL ~ REQUISITiON OF SUPPLIES, june 27, 1863. 
Reproduced from a photograph in Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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amd proceeded to the Garrison. The remainder dismounted for a few minutes, 
when they again took their saddles, returned to the town, and stopped in the 
public square. 

REQUISITIONS 

Gen. Jenkins asked for the Borough authorities, and Chief Burgess Andrew 
Ziegler, Esq., accompanied by several of the members of the Town Council, 
were conducted to him, when he demanded fifteen hundred rations, to be fur
nished within one hour and deposited in the market house.-The Burgess and a 
number of citizens went through the town informing the people of the demand 
and requesting each family to furnish a proportion. The request had to be com
plied with, and was done with alacrity, as Jenkins had threatened that on a 
failure to furnish [,] his men would help themselves. In less than an hour the 
stalls of the market house were piled with all kinds of eatables, and considerate, 
hungry secessers were lining themselves with good food. Their horses were pick
eted along the pavements faring equally well with their masters, the corn having 
been procured at the crib of Mr. John Noble. Mter dinner the rebels rode up 
and down the different streets, visited the Garrison, Gas Works and other places 
of note, and conducted themselves generally speaking with decorum. 

ENTRANCE oF EwELL's ARMY 
At five o'clock in the afternoon the sound of music announced the entrance 

of Ewell's Corps. It came by way of the Walnut Bottom road, down South Pitt 
street to Main street, thence to Bedford street and thence to the Garrison. The 
Band at the head of the column playing "Dixie" as it passed along the streets, 
and the emotions awakened by the incident were of the most humiliating char
acter. The men of the command presented a sorry appearance. Many were bare
footed, others hatless, numbers of them ragged, and all dirty. But they exhib
ited a cheerfulness which was indicative of great spirit and endurance. They had 
marched rwenty miles on that day, yet none of them appeared to be fagged or 
tired.-They went along shouting, laughing, and singing "Dixie" and other camp 
airs. A few by their manner showed insolence, but the rules of discipline were 
drawn so tight upon them that they could not gratify the latent desire which 
they no doubt felt, to inflict injuries on those whom [sic] they asserted were the 
authors of their troubles. 

WISHED TO BE LET ALONE 

An hour after their arrival the town was filled with officers who thronged 
the hotels, and rode quietly through the town. The most of them were gentle
men in manners, evidently educated, and carefully guarded against any ex
pression calculated to evince the real bitterness which they felt for our people. 
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Occasionally one was to be heard who laid aside his restraint and was unmea
sured in his abuse of Northern people, their manners, customs and habits. It 
was only necessary to use the slightest insinuation that they were intruders to 
elicit a glowing, in some instances eloquent description of the desolation which 
had swept over parts of the South, and the suffering which their people had 
undergone. They could not find language base enough to speak of Butler, 
Milroy and one or two other Union Generals and without exception threat
ened instant death to either of them, should the fortunes of war throw them 
into their hands. All asserted that they were tired of the war and were only 
fighting to be "left alone." They were under the conviction that this cam
paign would end the contest and spoke exultingly of the certain capture of 
Hooker's Army. This was to be followed by the fall of Baltimore and Wash
ington, where a harvest of good things were to be gained. With the occupa
tion of the State of Maryland they expected to recruit their forces at least 
thirty thousand which would make their army invincible, and the march to 
the city of Brotherly Love, would be a holiday amusement.-They expressed 
the greatest contempt for the Militia, asserting that they would pass through 
an ocean of them, and nothing would afford them a finer opportunity of 
replenishing their wardrobe than to meet an army of them. 

GEN. EwELL's HEADQUARTERS 

THE REQUISITIONS 

Gen. Ewell passed through the town to the Carlisle Barracks where he es
tablished his headquarters, occupying the dwelling used by Capt. Hastings, 
His staff numbered over twenty-five, and they occupied the adjacent build
ings. Soon after fixing his headquarters he despatched one of his aides to 
town with a demand to the authorities for supplies, medicines, amputating 
instruments, &c. This demand was ridiculous in its character. Among the 
many articles was one for 1500 barrels of flour, when there were not 200 in 
the town; another for four cases of amputating instruments when there was 
not one set in the Drug stores. Immense quantities of quinine, chloroform, 
and other drugs were called for, far beyond the capacity of the Druggists to 
supply. Prominent citizens were present when the demand was made, and 
they informed the officer of the utter impossibility to comply with the requi
sition. The Borough authorities were informed that unless the articles were 
forthcoming at a certain hour the stores and dwellings of the town would be 
searched, as the military were confident the demand could be met. The requi
sition was so outrageous that the authorities determined not to attempt to fill 
it, knowing the utter impossibility to do so, and feeling certain that in any 
case, the town would be thoroughly searched. 
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THE CONDITION OF THE TOWN ON SATURDAY NIGHT 

Before dark on Saturday the entire command, which consisted of Rhodes' 
Division of Ewell's Corps, had passed through the town and encamped in and 
around the military post. They had but few tents and the soldiers slept on the 
ground, very few of them had blankets, and in their naked and exposed condi
tion spent the night. Guards were placed on the corners of the principal streets, 
and during the night excellent order prevailed. The guards would not allow any 
soldier to pass unless he had a written pass . 

GEN. EWELL SENDS HIS CARD 

On Saturday evening Gen. Ewell sent his card, with a note, to several fami
lies, assuring them that the strictest discipline would be maintained in his com
mand, and that no act of outrage or violence would be committed. He also 
offered them special protection to allay any fears which they might have. His 
assurances were fully realized, and while his command were here the citizens 
felt satisfied that they would be protected. 

SuNDAY MoRNING-TH E SEARCHES [JuNE 28] 
The authorities having failed to meet the requisitions, on Sunday morning, 

squads of soldiers, each accompanied by an officer, appeared on the several 
streets, and commenced the search. All the stores and warehouses were visited, 
and such articles as were needed by them were taken. They were not fortunate 
in gaining very large supplies, and in some instances refused to take things 
which could have been made of use to them. Nothing was taken from dwellings 
except such articles as were evidently on storage. The officers commanding the 
squads were gentlemanly and polite and performed their work in as mild a 
manner as possible. 

THE PILOTERS 

There can be no doubt that there were some persons in our midst who 
acted as pilots, and pointed out where goods and produce were secreted. It 
would have been utterly impossible for them [the rebels] to have known 
where the articles were, with such accuracy, unless they received informa
tion from some of our own citizens. The squad would move directly to a 
house where the goods were stored, halt, name the articles, and demand 
that they should be produced. Some few persons, are known, it is said, who 
lent themselves to this villainous, dastardly work, and an outraged public 
will certainly hold them to a strict accountability. They were worse than the 
rebels. 
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SuNDAY [JuNE 28] 
Several of the Churches were open on Sunday, and services were conducted. 

The attendance was very small, among which was a few rebels. The day passed 
quietly and the night also. 

MONDAY (JUNE 29] 
About ten o'clock on Monday morning our citizens felt much relieved 

when they learned that an order had been issued for the entire force to 
leave. The officers and privates who were in town hurried to their camp and 
it was very evident that some powerful influence was operating on the com
mand. For two days all commun- ication with Harrisburg had been cut off, 
and our community was in total ignorance in regard to events transpiring 
anywhere except in our midst. A painful anxiety was felt by all, and the 
most anxious solicitude manifested to learn what was transpiring on the 
south side of the mountain. There were a thousand rumors afloat. The very 
air was heavy with them, and the people with a patience that was a virtue, 
suffered and waited. The commotion among the rebels subsided about one 
o'clock, and the question in every one's mouth was "how long will they 

. " rem am. 

jOHNSON's DIVISION 

Johnson's Division of Ewell's Corps, had encamped near Plainfield, on Satur
day.-On Monday [June 29] about noon they received marching orders, and 
were soon under arms. They marched to a point above Stoughstown, where 
they encamped, and on Tuesday morning they resumed their march and pro
ceeded to Shippensburg where they took the road leading over the mountain by 
way of Fayetteville. This division committed a great many outrages.-What had 
been left by Rhodes' Division not through mercy, but from want of informa
tion was swept away by this horde.-Every barn yard was visited, and poultry 
and indeed everything which would furnish a mouthful of food was taken. 
Cavalry rode through fields of grain ripe for the sycle [sic], and the growing 
corn was trodden down by acres. The foraging parties were in reality maraud
ers, and destroyed what they could not make use of We hear of one case where 
the person of a Miss Wolf, of Frankford, was outraged by one of the scoundrels. 

RHooEs ' DIVISION LEAVE 

About three o'clock on Tuesday morning [June 30] the rumbling of wagons 
announced a movement of the enemy. At that hour the trains of Rhodes' Divi
sion commenced to move and a continuous stream of men poured out of town. 
Brigade after brigade passed until about eight o'clock the main army had disap
peared. It took the Baltimore pike, leading to Gettysburg, and the last of the 
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column passed Mount Holly about eleven o'clock. Abo ut two hundred cavalry 
were left in town doing provost duty, and they remained here until Tuesday 
night, when they left. Gen. Ewell was stationed at this post some years ago, and 
while here formed many desirable associations. It was his intention on his ar
rival here to des troy the barracks, but at the earnest solicitation of some ladies 
who were formerly his friends he agreed to spare them, and with the exception 
of the unavoidable litter and filth which attended his occupation of the posi
tion, no other damage was done. 

CiTI ZENS PLUNDER THE POST 

After Ewell had gone hundreds of persons hurried to the Garrison, to see the 
condition of affairs. Among the number were a great many lewd and depraved 
women and men. These latter immediately went to plundering. T he Rebels had 
not disturbed any of the records of the post, bu t the prostitutes and their friends 
did not consider anything sacred, and despoiled and ravaged the premises. The 
blank leaves in the ledgers were torn out, and the paper generally scattered in 
any direction. Clothing, blankets, and apparel of every kind were carried away. 
Furniture was destroyed and all kinds of marauding committed. -The place was 
made thrice more desolate by this advent of thieves. 

THE SLAUGHTER FIELDS 

The rebels captured during their course down the valley several hundred 
head of cattle which they brought with them and pastured in a grain field ad
joining the post. Some 90 head were killed while they were here, to feed them
selves. The slaughter houses were the open fields , and the offal! [sic] and hides 
presented a most offensive scene. Some of the citizens carried away the hides 
and sold them. 

T uESDAY [J UNE 30] 
On this morning the people congratulated themselves that they were clear of 

the enemy. An unusual good feeling prevailed and our town had assumed its 
won ted appearance, save that the places of business were all closed. As yet there 
was no communication with Harrisburg. T he Rebel pickets thronged both the 
pike and the Trindle Spring road, although none of them were near Carlisle. 
About two o'clock P.M., however, a cavalry force, over four hundred in number, 
made their appearance on the Dillstown road [sic], and soon after entered the 
town. They were under the command of a Col. Cochran, and it very soon 
became evident that they were not under the same discipline which character
ized those who had been here . They had not been in town half an hour until 
they were riding wildly through the streets, By some means and at some place 
they procured liquor, and this exciting drink appeared to madden them. They 
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tore through the streets, cursing and yelling, and playing the demon, as demons 
only can play it. The feeling of safety which prevailed while Gen. Ewell's com
mand was here vanished, and the entire community felt the utmost alarm. As 
twilight approached terror increased. A number of citizens visited Col. Cochran 
at his encampment near the College and asked that he might restrain his men. 
He assured them that he would carry out Gen. Ewell's orders, and that no 
outrage should be committed. This partially quieted the fears of our people, 
but the disorderly conduct did not entirely cease. 

S ECOND ARRIVAL OF j EN KI NS 

About eleven o'clock at night Gen. Jenkins' command, which had been do
ing picket duty between Carlisle and Harrisburg, to cover the movements of 
Ewell, returned to the town. Their arrival was really hailed with joy. The outra
geous conduct of Cochran's men, made the arrival of any other command desir
able, and as Jenkins had acted well he was preferable to Cochran.-The result 
proved that the citizens were right in their estimates. As soon as he learned the 
conduct of the drunken demons he sent squads of men in search of them, and 
had them all gathered up.-Quiet was again restored, and the people retired not 
to sleep, yet in much more peacefulness than they would have done had they 
remained at the mercy of Cochran's men. During the night this body departed, 
and morning found the town deserted by them. 

W EDNES DAY-THE ARRIVAL OF THE U NIO N TROOPS [j ULY 1] 
At sunrise on Wednesday morning Captain Boyd's efficient command en

tered the town. It was hailed with shouts of joy. -A few minutes only elapsed 
before the public square was filled with citizens, all anxious to learn news. But 
there was none. Captain Boyd had been in front of the enemy all the time, and 
had no other news than that his men were hungry. This announcement sent the 
people flying to their homes and in a few minutes the market place was filled 
with eatables. As soon as Captain Boyd had fed his men and horses he started 
after the enemy. This officer, sleepless and tireless, has merited much of this 
community. During the day regiment after regiment arrived and took positions 
on the public square. A battery of artillery also arrived and took position along 
H anover street. 

A NOT HER ALARlvl 

About three o'clock in the afternoon news was brought to town that the rebels 
were advancing on the Baltimore pike from Papertown. The soldiers did not ap
pear to pay any attention to this, but the Company of Capt. Sharp under com
mand ofLieut. C. Kuhn, proceeded out the pike about two miles, when they met 
two citizens of Carlisle, who had come directly from a point within a few miles of 
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Petersburg, who asserted that there was not a rebel this side of the mountain. The 
Company then returned to town, and a laugh was had at the scare. 

ARRJVAL OF GEN . SMITH 

At half past six o'clock Gen. Smith arrived, preceded by three regiments of 
infantry, and about one hundred cavalry. Lieut. Frank Stanwood, who has been 
doing invaluable service, and who has been under fire seven times within the 
past two weeks, with his small command of regulars, was of the force. Gen. 
Smith was cheered by soldiers and citizens as he entered but paid no attention 
to the compilments. He proceeded on in his carriage for the purpose of select
ing a prominent position for his artillery. Scarcely had the infantry filed into 
Main street and stacked arms when another alarm was raised, and this time 
with entire truth. 

THE REBELS I N DEED 

The infantry which had occupied our town during most of the day had failed 
to throw out any pickets, and the cavalry force under Capt. Boyd were operat
ing in the rear of the main body of the rebels. About seven o'clock a body of 
cavalry made their appearance at the junction of the Trindle Spring and York 
roads, and at first it was generally supposed that it was a party of our force. They 
were within two hundred yards of the town, and sat in their saddles, gazing up 
the street at the stacked arms of the infantry. It was thought impossible that 
they could be rebels. The effrontery and boldness which they exhibited was well 
calculated to create a disbelief. A few minutes only were necessary to convince 
all that they were rebels indeed. 

THE CoMMENCEMENT oF THE FIGHT 

As soon as their character was determined there was a call to arms, and the 
infantry flew to their positions. The members of Capt. Low's, Capt. Kuhn's, 
Lieut. Kuhn's, Capt. Black's, and Capt. Smiley's Companies of the town militia, 
each man on his own account, hurried to the eastern section of the town, and 
selecting secure positions, opened a very telling fire on the force, which com
pelled them to fall back. A portion of our cavalry dashed down Pomfret street, 
but on crossing the bridge a detachment of the rebels who were secreted in 
bushes in an adjoining field opened on them and they were compelled to re
tire.-After a few shots of musketry had been exchanged the 

SHELLING THE TowN 

commenced. At this time no demand had been made for surrender. The 
people not anticipating such a thing-not even knowing that the rebels had can
non-were walking the streets. The first announcement was the whizzing of shells 
and the terrible report of their explosion. The utmost alarm and consternation 
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ensued. This most brutal and inhuman action convinced the people that the 
force under whosoever command they might be, were embued with a spirit of 
demonism which has no parallel in history. For more than half an hour this 
bombardment was kept up, and finally, as if not satisfied with the amount of 
destruction which shell and round shot were doing, and apparently anxious to 
slaughter women and children, they opened upon the town with grape and 
canister. Main street was ral<:ed with these death dealing missiles. 

THE FLAG OF TRUCE 

Just about dusk the firing ceased and a rebel officer with a flag of truce en
tered the town. He was conducted to General Smith's headquarters on Hanover 
street opposite the Volunteer printing office. He informed Gen. Smith that it 
was General Fitzhugh Lee's command of cavalry, three thousand strong, and 
that he was authorized to demand an unconditional surrender of the town. To 
this Gen. Smith gave a decided refusal, when the rebel officer informed him 
that the shelling would proceed. To which Gen. Smith replied, "shell away"-No 
time was offered for the removal of the women and children from the town. 
The purport of the flag of truce was soon spread abroad and a scene of confu
sion and consternation ensued beyond description.-Families seized with terror 
rushed from their houses, and in a few moments the streets presented a sad and 
lamentable picture. Mothers carrying their babes, while their little ones clung 
around them, weeping and moaning. The sick, scarcely able to walk, borne 
along by abler friends, old age and infancy side by side, trudging along towards 
the open country north of the town. It was fully expected that time would be 
given to remove the women and children, but this was a vain expectation.
Scarcely had the flag of truce had time to reach the rebel command when the 

SECOND SHELLING COMMENCED 

It was terrific, fiercer, heavier and more devilish than at first. The streets at 
the time were crowded with those who were fleeing from the scene. But the 
dastard who commanded the force was not only lost to pity but destitute of 
humanity, and the shells flew thicker and the grape and canister raked the streets 
incessantly.-The women and children ran into the dwellings and secreted them
selves in the cellars, where they in terror listened to the hellish carnival that was 
going on.-Those who had succeeded in getting to the country, gathered their 
little ones around them and, in the mud and wet, through the long, terrible 
night, waited in the most intense anxiety the cessation of the storm of fury. To 
add terror to the scene the Rebels fired the board yard near the gas works and 
soon the flames were leaping up against the lurid sky. The fire communicated to 
the stable and dwelling connected with the yard and soon they were enveloped 
in flames . This increased the consternation and those people living in the east-
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B u RNING oF CARLISLE B ARRACKS BY THE CoNFEDERATEs, j u LY I, 1863. 
Photograph Collection, Cumberland County Historical Society. 

ern section of the town fearing that the torch would be applied to their dwell
ings, and not being aware that our militia still held their positions near the 
bridge and other points, fled wildly from their dwellings, and amidst the iron 
rain, hurried into the fields. 

THE BURN ING OF THE B ARRACKS 

About ten o'clock the torch was applied to the barracks, simultaneously to 
each row of buildings, and by eleven o'clock a great sheet of flame spread over 
the sky in the north east, turning the terrible scene into sublimity. The hungry 
flames shot their red tongues high into the Heavens, and their mad fury could 
be heard amidst the roar of the artillery. At this stage of the proceedings a stoical 
calmness had settled down upon the people. Just when this scene of fire was 
grandest the artillery ceased, and a flag of truce bearer entered the town, and 
proceeded to Gen. Smith's headquarters, where he renewed the demand for a 
surrender. It is said that General Smith's response was more decided than cour
teous, requested the bearer to inform Gen. Lee that he would see him in a 
hotter climate first. As soon as the truce bearer returned, the 

THIRD SHELLING COM1vi ENCED. 

It did not last as long as either of the others, and it is supposed that from a 
want of ammunition and not of desire, this monster Lee ceased the bombard
ment. By this inhuman and most brutal act this man Lee has written his name 
in history a nich [sic] higher than that of Haynan, the Austrian woman whip
per. If he should ever fall into the hands of the Union soldiers, as we most 
devoutly hope he may, let mercy such as he showed be meted out to him. About 
three o'clock on Thursday morning he fired three shots, and remarked to Mr. 
Edward Inhoff [Imhoff?], who he had captured in the evening that he "merely 
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sent them into the town to let them know that he was still about." The fiend 
with his command then left by way of the Boiling Springs road, thence to 
Papertown and then across the mountain. 

Thus closed the most momentous incident in the history of Carlisle. As ifby 
special Providence not one of our citizens were injured. Some eighteen of the 
soldiers were wounded but none killed. 

THE PRI NCIPAL SUFFERERS 
The principal sufferers were Messrs . Lyne and Saxton, Hardware dealers; 

Haverstick and Elliot, druggists; Robt. Moore, Shoe dealer; J. W Eby, M. Myers 
and Halbert & Fleming, Grocers; R. C. Woodward, Henderson & Reed and A. 
Singiser, forwarding merchants. Messrs James and John Bosler, blacksmiths, 
were absolutely robbed. Their shop was entered and their large and varied stock 
of tools stolen. Every thing except their bellows and anvil was taken. This is 
one, if not the most serious of the losses, and these worthy mechanics are ill able 
to bear it. 

[Benj. Foote is also a sufferer in the way oflead, &c. E. Showers lost heavily. 
CarLisle Herald, July 10]. 

MILROY's WAGON TRAI N. -Gen. Milroy, commanding in Western Virginia, was 
attacked last week by the force of rebels now invading this State, and his com
mand cut in two, the troops being on one side and the wagons on the other. 
Many of the latter were captured. The remainder commenced a retreat from 
Martinsburg in this direction about noon on Sunday, having eight hours' start 
of the rebels. They passed through the various towns of the valley, still in ad
vance eof the enemy, and arrived in Carlisle on Tuesday morning, and pro
ceeded to Harrisburg. The train is an immense one, consisting of upwards of 
five hundred wagons, (four horses to the wagon,) and is about three miles in 
length. They have made the extraordinary march of one hundred and twenty 
miles in forty-eight hours, having had no sleep during that time, and stopping 
only to feed the horses. Both horses and drivers bear evidence of the hardships 
endured on the retreat. Very many of the wagons were driven by contrabands, 
who rode the wheel horse, while their families sat perched upon the top of the 
load. Here on one wagon were old white-headed crones, and on another would 
be little negro children, who had fallen asleep from sheer exhaustion, while the 
sun beat full on their upturned faces. Over all was thrown a yellow mantle of 
dust.-Eyebrows, eyelashes, flesh and wool were powdered so thickly as to give 

49 



the caravan a most motley and grotesque appearance. The luggage consisted of 
provisions, knapsacks, haversacks, &c. The entire train is now encamped near 
Harrisburg. (Carlisle) American VolunteeJ~ June 18, 1863. 

THE REBEL RAm IN OuR VALLEY 

The rebels are again in possession of Chambersburg, where they have been 
quietly encamped for the last three days! From the best information to be had, 
their force at Chambersburg consists of some 1500 cavalry under the command 
of Gen . Jenkins. On Tuesday the scouts sent out from the Carlisle Garrison 
approached the rebel pickets, a couple miles this side of Chambersburg, and 
were fired upon, and two of our men taken prisoners. It is believed they had 
been wounded. Thus far, we learn, no private or other property has been de
stroyed at Chambersburg. The town was surrendered without resistance, and 
the rebel commander at once demanded that the stores be opened so that he 
might supply himself with such articles as he stood in need of He took blan
kets, hats, shoes, groceries, &c., and paid for them in Confederate money. 

We hear of military movements being made at Harrisburg and elsewhere, 
but at present we need not refer in detail to them. 

It is reported today that another force of rebels-some 10,000 strong-are in 
possession of Gettysburg. Whether this is really true or false, we cannot tell, but 
we fear there are grounds for the rumor. 

Our citizens have been in a high state of excitement for several days, and 
many families left town on a doubte quick. This is to be deplored, for we hold 
that no good male citizen is excusable for leaving the town he lives in when 
danger threatens it. Let those who are still in town remain here, so that we may 
meet together in consultation.-If the enemy approach our town in numbers 
that cannot be successfully resisted, we suppose we will have to surrender, and 
make the best bargain we can. 

During the last two or three days thousands of horses have been removed 
from our valley, and our country friends appear determined to protect their live 
stock as far as possible. 

"All quiet along the line" when we went to press-Wednesday afternoon. (Car
lisle) American VolunteeJ~ June 18, 1863. 
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The Deterioration of the Seminary Rule System at 
Irving College, 1909-1926 

Chad Leinaweaver 

That our daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace. 

-Irving College Motto, from Psalms 144:12 

Irving College, located between Simpson and Main Streets in Mechanicsburg 
from 1856 through 1929, once offered the same type of curriculum, adminis
trative trends, and student organizations that existed at many women's colleges 
throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Irving was founded in 
1856, during the initial rush offemale colleges, when no less than seven women's 
colleges were within a 50 mile radius of the county seat. 1 The Methodist-affili
ated, and later proprietary, school survived the Civil War and the early part of 
Reconstruction, but poor administrative management, low student enrolment, 
and declining funds forced Irving's second president to leave the school, closing 
it temporarily in January of 1883. However, the school reopened in 1888 and 
soon prospered under Lutheran auspices and its fourth administrator, Edmond 
Ernest Campbell (always referred to as E. E.), who purchased, operated, and 
profited from Irving College. 2 Under his direction Irving prospered with exten
sive building projects, increased student enrolment, and a broader curriculum. 
Campbell followed growing student interest by constructing athletic fields and 
organizing student teams as athletics soared on college campuses in the first 
quarter of the twentieth century. As home economics and secretarial fields opened 
up to women in the early 1900s, Campbell established and later extended col
lege courses in these areas to meet the growing demand from students. 

Irving ultimately suffered from competition with co-educational schools which 
attracted more students craving closer contact with the opposite sex, a lure single
sex colleges were unable to provide. Women's colleges found it difficult to com
pete with co-educational colleges by the 1920s, and many of them closed their 
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doors. Between the competition from co-educational colleges, and the death of 
Campbell in 1926, Irving was unable to obtain students, and the college closed 
in 1931. Although efforts were made by the alumnae to reopen the college, lack 
of financial support and the arrival of the Great Depression prevented this oc
currence. Though Irving accepted students for only about 70 years, there was 
quite a whirlwind of change affecting the school from its change in religious 
affiliation, the arrival of Dr. Campbell, and the social changes in America at the 
turn of the century. One aspect ofirving College that represents these changes 
is the appearance, influence, and gradual disappearance of what is known as the 
seminary system. The seminary system was a set of strict rules and codes of 
behavior put in place by women's seminaries of the early 1800s, but largely 
influenced by Mary Lyon, the founder of Mount Holyoke Seminary in South 
Hadley, Massachusetts. 

Women's seminaries were early institutions of women's higher education. 
Growing out of secondary academies of the early 1800s, they became the earli
est step for women into the professional ranks of teaching, just as male seminar
ies led men toward the ministry.3 However, female seminaries never taught Latin, 
Greek, and the classical/liberal arts curriculum honored by male colleges, but 
rather focused on the study of history, philosophy, and modern sciences, to 
prepare for secondary school teaching.4 

Despite the seminaries' weak curriculum, many early colleges for women 
looked to these schools as models for how to house, teach, and discipline stu
dents, with full schedules and strict regulations. By the turn of the century, 
however, administrators of women's colleges began slowly to move away from 
seminary ideas (often through student pressure), so that by the 1920s less and 
less evidence of the seminary influence remained. Irving's first two presidents, 
both Methodist ministers, Rev. Archibald G . Marlatt and Rev. Thompson P. 
Ege, instituted aspects of the seminary system at Irving, which still existed in 
many ways by E. E. Campbell's time. 

Students at Irving and other women's colleges lobbied for changes from the 
seminary system. As women's colleges enriched their curricula to match men's 
colleges, their students also wished to enrich other aspects of their collegiate 
lives by adding student governments, athletics, and greater access to men, none 
of which were allowed under the seminary system. As students pushed for these 
reforms and college administrations eased up on rules, student governments, 
dances, and greater personal freedom resulted. Irving College and Dr. E. E. 
Campbell, faced the deterioration of this seminary system with some reluc
tance. Though Campbell favored student government and the addition of ex
tracurricular activities, he unwaveringly opposed dancing, smoking, alcohol, 
and a slackened regard for authority. 
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Victorian-era ideals, which were incorporated into the seminary system, de
teriorated after 1900, adding strength to the rationale for removing regulations 
that seminaries and their college outgrowths initially instituted. During the 
Victorian era (c. 1840-1900) women were viewed as fragile and delicate hu
mans whose expertise remained largely in the home or in school teaching. Sev
eral medical researchers of the time went so far as to say that if women filled 
their minds with too much or inappropriate knowledge, they might give birth 
to abnormal offspring or become sterile.5 The widespread belief was that ad
vanced study and menstruation could not coexist; such study completely un
dermined the kinds of education a woman should receive and the kinds of 
fields she could pursue. Thus women's higher education inched along until the 
end of the Victorian era, when Wellesley, Smith, and Bryn Mawr Colleges had 
achieved equal curricula with men's schools. Despite the opening ofWellesley 
and Smith, few women's colleges by 1900 were even considered by the United 
States Board of Education as ''A-rated", or schools of high merit and study.6 

These sexist perceptions of women in education began to fade as more and 
more women achieved degrees and women students at co-educational colleges 
shared a larger percentage of the high honors and accolades. The rise of the 
feminist and suffragist movements and the appearance of women in factories in 
World War I helped to solidify the end ofVictorian ideals. Women slowly be
gan achieving advanced and professional degrees, undermining the belief that 
women were unable to perform the required work or would suffer gravely from 
taking advanced courses. 

In the following essay, I first outline the major aspects of the seminary system 
that developed at Mount Holyoke under Mary Lyon and the practices that 
other women's schools incorporated in the nineteenth century. Second, I de
scribe the regulations at Irving College, their similarities with the seminary sys
tem, and how that system affected student and college life. Last, I describe the 
deterioration of the seminary system at Irving College through pressures from 
the "flapper" generation at the school in the early twentieth century. 

THE SEMINARY SYSTEtvl 

"The policy of the school as to discipline is to appeal to the noble quality 
of the girls and to trust to their honor instead of continuously being on 
the watch and that result is admirable''~ 

Female seminaries offered the first opportunity for women's higher educa
tion, as pioneer women sought to establish schools to bring extended educa
tional opportunities to young women. Troy Seminary in Troy, New York, founded 
by Emma Hart Willard in 1821, provided liberal arts , fine arts, dancing, and 
music courses to women, and were taught exclusively by women. Hartford Semi-
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nary, founded by Catharine Beecher in 1828, enrolled 100 students in its first 
year, offering courses from calisthenics to English.8 Mary Lyon, however, achieved 
the most success through the seminary at Mount Holyoke, which she es tab
lished in 1837; Though categorized as a seminary, Mount Holyoke offered a 
variety of college courses to women and spearheaded a move forward in women's 
education. Though many of these seminaries were really well-established sec
ondary-school academies, involving the course work of juniors and seniors at 
men's high schools, they were a step forward in bringing advanced education to 
women. Before the advent of seminaries, women had no alternatives for higher 
education and were lucky if there were schools nearby that provided upper level 
seconday school courses. Thus, as the only outlet for any woman to expand her 
horizons, seminaries grew in popularity, with women flocking to them for in
struction in teaching as an alternative to house or farm work. The new ability to 
continue their interests past secondary school and the allure of an independent 
wage through teaching (which a college degree could provide) greatly added to 
the enrollment of women in seminaries.9 

Instruction and the daily schedule at the seminaries were intense. Seminary 
directors instituted strict regulations to ensure well-mannered, obedient, and 
hard-working students. Many colleges later adopted this "seminary system" of 
regulations. The rules, simply stated, involved a strict schedule; a strong influ
ence of religion; the establishment of mentorships between teachers and stu
dents; required student domestic work; and centered students, women faculty, 
and activities in one building. The rules also used public confessional and a self
reporting system of punishment. Mary Lyon formed and shaped this system at 
Mount Holyoke, incorporating each of these characteristics into the seminary's 
daily life (see Table 1). 

The system's main component was a strict schedule that filled the students' 
day with no time for retreat, congregation, or student independence, enforcing 
the seminary as the sole control of the students' lives. 10 The students awoke at 
an early hour (5 a.m. in summer, 6 a.m. in winter), followed a series of bells that 
marked the periods of the day, and had to have their lights out by ten at night. 
At Mount Holyoke Mary Lyon allowed very little free time during the day, even 
at times when all students were together (e.g. at meals, chapel services, recita
tion), strict supervision was enforced. 11 

Religion was another feature of the seminary schedule. By incorporating man
datory daily periods for studying Christianity, it was hoped that student spiritual
ity would be maintained, and those less-interested would be converted. Students 
gathered for communal worship three times a day; with two additional scheduled 
periods of private devotion. Mary Lyon envisioned her college as bringing Christ 
to young women and Mount Holyoke as a path to Christianity.12 

54 



T ABLE 1. THE M AJOR A SPECTS OF THE SEMINAR!' S vsTEM. The following chan outlines the 
major aspects put in place by Mary Lyon at Mount Holyoke often referred to as the 
Seminary System. 

• A Strict Schedule of classes, work, and religion to maintain disciplined and 
educated students. 

• A strong influence of Religion (Christianity) was to create not just students 
of knowledge, but students of Christ. 

• The establishment of Mentorships between teacher and student. These 
mentorships were to resemble mother-daughter relationships and were to 
be fostered instead of the sister-sister relationships made between students. 
Seminaries expected students to learn and emulate teachers , not socialize. 

• Required Domestic Work not only filled student schedules, but kept semi
nary operating costs low. 

• Everything centered in One Campus Building. Students and women fac
ulty lived, taught, learned, ate, laundered, and worked in the lone campus 
building, where, at many schools, the administrators lived as well. 

• Participation in Public Confessional and a Self-Reporting System. Devi
ant students were disciplined by a probationary period where they reported 
to a teacher on the status of their deviance, informing the teacher in a 
section meeting if and when any of the previous deviant behavior had taken 
place. 

Lyon expected her students to associate closely with teachers as mentors. The 
strict schedule, which permitted little time to congregate with other students, 
helped to encourage this. Ideally, under the system students emulated their 
teachers, developing daughter-mother type relationships while avoiding the sis
ter-sister type relationships they might develop with each other. This encour
agement was really to prevent students from spending too much of their time 
together dawdling or shirking their classwork. Since the seminaries selected the 
faculty, they viewed the teachers as optimal role models for the students. The 
seminaries prohibited campus relationships with literally anyone but teachers, 
including fathers, brothers, lovers (since men weren't allowed most days on 
campuses anyway), and even sisters. 13 Students were at school to learn, channel
ing their energies into study and moral instruction under their teachers, while 
teachers, who acted as mentors, expected imitation of their actions by their 
students. 14 

In order to keep costs down, Mary Lyon expected students to perform their 
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share of domestic work each day-cooking their own meals, doing laundry, and 
cleaning the campus recitation and residence rooms. This system of domestic 
work at Mount Holyoke, which cost students only $60 per year, enabled a 
wider variety ofsocial classes to attend the school. 15 

The students, ate, slept, and studied in a single building, making supervision 
much easier. Since the teachers lived on the same halls with the students, the 
young women were under constant watch as a daughter would be by her mother. 
This further encouraged the mother-daughter mentorship. 16 Should students 
disobey their residence hall or classroom teachers, their punishment was moni
tored through a self-reporting system in which disobedient students reported 
their misdeeds during probationary periods to teachers. 17 When a student was 
reprimanded for an action, the teacher would instruct the student as to why 
that action was wrong and ask that the student not take such an action again. 
During the probationary period that followed, the student monitored her own 
behavior, logging any errant conduct that occurred during that time and ex
plaining it to the teacher during a confessional period known as a section meet
ing.1 8 The self-reporting method of discipline turned the authority of the semi
nary inward, making the students responsible for their own actions and punish
ment.19 

When Irving College opened in 1856, the regulations put in place replicated 
those of the seminary system. Irving's system of student administration changed 
and developed slowly over time, especially during the tenure of Dr. E. E. 
Campbell from 1891-1926. 

IRVING's RuLE SvsTEivt 

The policy of the school as to discipline is to appeal to the noble quality 
of the girls and to trust to their honor instead of continuously being on 
the watch and that result is admirable. 20 

-Dr. E. E. Campbell, 1892 

Many of Mary Lyon's seminary rules were established at Irving College. Rev. 
A. G. Marlatt, Irving's first president, and Solomon P. Gorgas, Irving's founder, 
most certainly borrowed from Mount Holyoke's success. Campbell, when he 
was elected president in 1891, felt it important to maintain the 35-year old 
system of rules in place; thus a strict educational atmosphere pervaded the col
lege. However, Campbell did not adopt every seminary rule. He agreed with a 
strict schedule to keep students busy, but also felt that student government and 
extracurricular groups were beneficial, even though they provided more time 
for students to bond socially (and maybe even idle away their time) away from 
their teachers. 21 

E. E. Campbell ensured that his students had little time to dawdle. With full 
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E. E. CAMPBELL, PRESIDENT OF IRVING COLLEGE, 1891-1926 Mechanicsburg Public 
Library. Photograph courtesy of Cumberland County Historical Society. 

class schedules, music practice periods, and even classes on Saturday, any stu
dent who took up extracurricular activities may have found it difficult to fit in 
all of her studying before the breaker to the electricity was pulled and all lights 
went out at 10 p.m. However, the work load did not deter students from join
ing clubs and since many of these had a literary, athletic, or musical focus, 
Campbell encouraged membership. Therefore, these organizations became the 
social backbone of the college. Rules outlined in the Student Government As
sociation of 1916 (see Table 3) state that students had to be "in class, in their 
rooms, the library, or YWCA room" during recitation periods. In addition, 
every student had to be in a room (and not out wandering around) during 
study hours. The rules also indicate that no studying was permitted in the din
ing hall or during chapel services, preventing last-minute preparation before 
class. 

Henrietta Thomas's memory book (1909-1911) gives a good indication of 
the full schedule at Irving (see Table 2). Though her schedule lists no extracur
ricular activities, few days have more than an hour and a half in the afternoon 
or more than three hours in the evening for study, cleaning rooms (students 
were graded on the cleanliness of their rooms), and mandatory exercise. With 
breakfas t at 7:30 or 8, lunch at noon, dinner at 5, extracurricular clubs like the 
YWCA, the literary or tennis club taking up most of the evening hours, and the 
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TABLE 2. STUDENT S CHED ULE AT IRVING COLLEGE CIRCA 1910. Henrietta Thomas's 
Memory Book (in the Irving College Collection of the Mechanicsburg Area 
Public Library) describes her Irving years from 1909-1911. This schedule was 
taken from that scrapbook. The "practice" sessions refer to the one piano and 
one theory practice that a music student had daily. Note the classes on Saturday 
morning and the scarcity of classes on Monday. This schedule only contains 
classes and music practice, but many students joined student organizations, 
clubs, and sports teams that were active in the evening hours. 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7:00 Practice, Practice, Practice, Practice, Practice, 
room 19 room 19 room 20 room 19 room 19 

9:15 History History History Bible History 

10:00 Practice, German Practice, German German 
room 12 room 21 

10:45 Bible History Practice, Geometry Rhetoric Rhetoric 
room 21 

11 :30 Piano Lesson Larin Rhetoric Elocution Geometry 
(II :45) 

12:00 L u N c H 

1:00 Geometry Rhetoric German Practice, 
room 9 

I :45 Larin Elocution 

2:30 Theory Theory Practice, 
room 18 

3:15 Larin Larin 

4:00 

4:45 Practice, 
room 14 

6:30 

7:1 5 

8:00 

8:45 Practice, 
room 3 
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studying that had to fit in between, it is amazing that the students even found 
time to sleep. Despite a lack of electricity until roughly 7 a.m., many students 
tried their luck at studying anyway. Mary Baylor Havely, class of'29,22would sit 
on her wastepaper basket at the window and read by the light coming in from 
outside in order to get her work done. 23 Pauline Hege, class of '25, employed 
similar methods; 

'I used to go [to study] after you were supposed to be in bed .. Up the hall we 
had two or three [bathrooms]. This one bathroom, it was sort of up on a 
landing and you could go in there, and of course, you [would] lock the door . 
. . . you weren't allowed to study after [light's out] , .. . [so] sometimes, you would 
get a flashlight, and put an umbrella over your head, study under this, be
cause you weren't supposed to do that. But I used to snealc up to that bath
room at night, and get in the bathtub and study. Especially music ... "24 

Irving, like almost all seminaries, established and maintained a strong reli
gious atmosphere. The school had Methodist ties from its founding through 
the early 1880s, and became a Lutheran college at the school's reopening in 
1888.25 Before Columbian Hall was built in 1893, with space large enough for 
commencement, Irving held its annual exercises in the First United Methodist 
Church at the square in downtown Mechanicsburg. Courses in Biblical history, 
moral philosophy, evidences of Christianity, and natural theology were taught 
by ministers from the area such as Rev. Henry I. Comfort (1857- 1859), Rev, R. 
D. Chambers (1859-1863) , Rev. H. N. Fegley (1892-1912), and Rev. George 
Fulton (1916-1929). Certainly some sort of Methodist devotional service ex
isted in Irving's early days, and Campbell required a Lutheran chapel service 
daily and Sunday morning worship at the church of the student's choice during 
his tenure. Lutheran chapel exercises included announcements from the presi
dent to the student body, as well as scriptures and hymns in the Lutheran tradi
tion. A student monitor kept track of chapel attendance after 1916, when stu
dent government was introduced (although some student monitoring occurred 
before that) and the number of chapel absences (as well as class absences), was 
noted on each student's report card (see Table 3). 26 Even some extracurricular 
activities had a religious slant. For example, the Young Women's Christian As
sociation (YWCA) chapter at Irving maintained a strong membership during 
Campbell's tenure; apparently he was satisfied only when all students were mem
bers. At most trustees' meetings he would mention the size of membership of 
the YWCA as if its growth reflected favorably on his administration. Irving 
took ts religion seriously and expected its students to do the same. 

Irving did not appear to institute all aspects of the seminary system, however. 
Even though students and women faculty did reside in the same halls, there 
does not appear to be the mother-daughter mentorship between teacher and 
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TABLE 3. REGULATIONS FOR STUDENTS MAINTAINED BY THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

OF IRVING CoLLEGE, 1916 From the Constitution and By-Laws of the Irving 
College Students' Government Association, 1916. Irving College Collection, 
Mechanicsburg Area Public Library. 

Quiet 
1) No Boisterous Conduct in College 

Halls. 
2) Students must be in class, in their 

rooms, the library, or YWCA room 
during recitation hours. 

3) Quiet maintained between retiring 
bell (9:45 PM) and rising bell (7:00 
AM). 

4) Every student must be in room dur
ing study hour (7:00-9:00 PM). 

5) Quiet every week day except Mon + 

Sat 8:15 AM-12:30 PM, 1:15-4:15 
PM, and 7:00-9 :00 PM. 

6) Music students can practice with spe
cial permission 6:30-7:30 AM in one 
of the southeast practice rooms. 

Chaperons 
1) No student can attend an evening en

tertainment without a chaperon. 
2) Long country walks must have a 

chaperon. 
3) Students visiting the doctor, dentist, 

photographer, or railroad station 
must have a chaperon. 

Dining Room 
1) No loud talking. 
2) No books in dining room. 
3) No letters opened or read . 
4) Respect for faculty. 
5) Students may not speak to a servant 

unless presiding teacher or senior is 
absent. 

6) No calling from table to table. 
7) Students excused from Dining Room 

by tables. 
8) Leaving Dining Room requires per

mission from teacher. 
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Walking 
1) Daily walks from 3:15 PM-dusk in 

groups of three or more any day with 
proper registration . Seniors may walk 
in groups of tvto. 

2) College walk is around campus and 
two squares on Main Street includ
ing Hoover's store. 

3) Strolling, idling, or promenading is 
not permitted with this walking 
privilege. 

4) Country walks can be tal<en with per
mission of Preceptress. 

5) Sunday walks can be 1:00-2:00 PM 
or 4:00-5:00 PM . 

6) No student can walk alone without 
permission, nor visit any eating place 
except "Bobb's." 

Lights 
1) Lights out at 10:00 PM. 
2) Students must turn off light when 

leaving a room. 
3) Students may study after lights out 

in class room 2 in Columbian Hall 
until 11 :00 PM with permission of 
house president. 

Chapel Attendance 
1) Monitor &om each class reports absences 

to Student Government President. 
2)AII students must attend and be 

prompt. 
3) No studying during Chapel. 

Church Attendance 
1) Maintained on the honor system . 
2) All students must register before leav

ing for church . 
3)Students may be excused from 

church due to illness with permission 
of nurse. 



student at Irving. Though mentorships may have existed initially at Irving, the 
little evidence that survives shows no particular influence in enforcing signifi
cant relationships between teachers and students. More importance was placed 
on personal study. in student rooms, the music hall, and the library, where stu
dents worked by themselves. Mentorships certainly could have developed un
der these conditions at Irving, bur it does not appear to have been encouraged 
as in earlier seminaries. With the large number of extracurricular activities at 
Irving throughout Campbell's tenure, students developed stronger relationships 
with each other, falling into the sister-sister pattern that Mary Lyon had always 
hoped to prevent. 27 

In addition, reachers, particularly women, generally did not stay very long at 
Irving; new faculty appeared, and old faculty disappeared, often after only a 
year. The faculty, aside from the president, changed completely in 1867 and 
1869, while President Ege listed in college catalogues that empty teaching posi
tions would be filled each summer from 1869 to 1873, and probably several 
years afterwards. Under President Marlatt the faculty was non stable, though he 
did hire three teachers of instrumental music and four in vocal music in five 
years. Ege went through four art teachers (including several vacancies) in four 
years, five vocal music teachers in nine years, four English teachers (including 
one vacancy of three years), and no permanent mathematics or moral science 
teachers after 1869. Under Campbell, Irving had three different mathematics 
teachers in three years from 1892-1895, three different people teaching eco
nomics and sociology from 1900-1903, nine new faculty in 1892, nine new 
faculty in 1895, seven new faces in 1904, six in 1915, seven in 1916, seven in 
1917, nine in 1918, six in 1924, and six in 1926. Regardless of Campbell's 
success in drawing students to Mechanicsburg, he failed to prevent completely 
high faculty turnover. 

In a further departure from Lyon, Campbell never required domestic work 
of his students, although this may have been present in Irving's early years. 
Campbell employed servants to cook meals, wash students' clothes, and change 
their beds. However, with domestic work being such an important part of the 
seminary system, Irving when new in 1856, may have required some domestic 
tasks of students. 

The seminary system initially set up student and faculty residences, class
rooms, and dining hall in the same building. Irving followed this plan initially 
with only Irving Hall for these functions. Men faculty, as at seminaries, most 
likely lived off campus. However, with the arrival of President Campbell, who 
purchased the college outright, came building projects to bring Irving into the 
modern era of women's colleges. 28 Columbian Hall, constructed in 1893 and 
named to commemorate the World Columbian Exposition of that year, pro-
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vided, additional student rooms and an auditorium space. In 1894 or 1895 
(the records are sketchy), Campbell constructed a separate house for the presi
dent of the college and his family, named "Sunnyside" after Washington Irving's 
home near Tarrytown, New York. He would later built another residence on 
campus in 1907; he called it "Argyle", after his Scottish clan. In 1901 Campbell 
added an annex to Irving Hall that included additional classrooms and an art 
studio, while in 1902 he added Music Hall, a wing offlrving Hall that provided 
for 24 practice rooms, steam laundry, china and linen rooms, a gymnasium, a 
new student reading room and library, and a new 200-seat dining facility and 
kitchen. All this construction began to segment the campus, moving it away 
from the original one-building approach of the seminary system. 

Much of the strictness in authority at Irving at the turn of the century devel
oped from seminary practices limiting the students' lives outside the classroom. 
Campbell and his predecessors frowned upon shopping at local stores, and many 
women's colleges did not allow it at all. Campbell requested that spending money 
that parents might send their daughters be deposited with him for disburse
ment at his discretion. Students received guests in the college parlor and no
where else; under no conditions was any male allowed to enter a student's room. 
After students began on-campus dating in the 1920s, all dates took place in the 
parlor. 

One of Campbell's rules warned parents against sending food packages to 
their daughters, presumably because this led to congregating and deterred study
ing. Regardless of the rule, many students received food from home and dis
pensed it in celebrations called "feasts." "Tomorrow is the girl next door's birth-

/J.RGVLE, " PRESIDENT's Ho usE, IRVING CoLLEGE. 

Photograph collection , Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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day, and her mother sent her a monstrous angel food cake, a big box of apples, 
and a box of home made fudge. Pauline just brought us each two pieces and 
then we went over to her room to get a piece of birthday cake."29 Once a stu
dent picked up a package from the mail containing cookies or cakes, a gather
ing developed that made short work of the available treats. A student poem 
from 1901 best describes a feast: 

A MIDNIGHT FEAST 

The light bell had rung, and good-night had been said, 
And teachers and pupils had all (?) crept ro bed-
The third floor of Columbian Hall, was reacherless rhar day, 
"When the car's away," you know the mice will always play." [sic] 
First, one ghost then another, glided from her door, 
Till six ghosts gathered round a feast spread on rhe floor. 
So rhey reveled and they feasted, and made no noise at all, 
Yet fearing every moment ro hear outside, a call. 
Pleasantly rhe time sped by-some flash-light groups they rook, 
And we are very sorry that we can't print them in this book. 
But alas! none were printed, from the ones they rook rhar night, 
For the teachers rook the camera, do you think that that was right? 
Every one of those fair revelers a private lecture got, 
Surely 'rwas a hardship that fell unto their lot.30 

Even though Campbell maintained a strict atmosphere at Irving, the large 
amount of evidence that exists about feasts verifies that the rule was broken on 
a regular basis. Just because Campbell mandated seminary rules does not mean 
that they were followed. 

STUDENTS VERSUS THE SEMINARY SYSTEM 

Some of the members of our {campus} were particular6t anxious to see 
the president in his office the day before Washington's birthda)t. We wanted 
a holiday, but all our wishing was in vain as Mr: Campbell was many 
miles away. We sent him a telegram but alas, it was a case of the letter 
that never came. School went on just the same. Quite an idea of our 
president, to travel while such an important question is pending. 

-Irving Student Body31 

Although for 65 years Irving's instituted form of strict discipline was an ev
eryday fact of life for the student body, by 1909 the atmosphere of the college 
students had begun to relax. Campbell vigorously objected to this trend. 

We are living in a day when the children dictate ro a great extent to 
home government. Parental discipline is in a state of "Innocuous Desue
tude." This mal<es the exercise of wholesome discipline in College more 
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and more difficult. "Irving" is known, everywhere that it is known, as an 
institution where discipline is maintained. Indeed parents who seem least 
able to exercise proper discipline at home are most anxious to send their 
daughters here. We have steadily refused to yield our position, and are hold
ing on to the traditions and are maintaining under occasional fire, our 
vantage ground. It has been necessary to expel one student during the ses
sion, because of her unwillingness to submit to the college regulations. She 
was a young woman over whom her parents seem to have but little control. 
In spite of the manifestation of this spirit of unwillingness to submit cheer
fully to college regulations, the year has been pleasanr.32 

The deterioration of home discipline (in Campbell's mind anyway) was a 
result of the younger generation's defiance of the traditions ofVictorian culture, 
traditions which Campbell grew up with and desperately wanted to preserve at 
Irving. However, by 1910, many women's colleges had eased student regula
tions following Bryn Mawr's example of student self-government.33 The Bryn 
Mawr College administration adopted student government in the 1890s, di
minishing the importance of seminary rules . Bryn Mawr, with its largely male 
faculty, found it easier to incorporate student government enforcement of col
lege rules than to hire additional resident women faculty who monitored stu
dents in their hallways.34 At Wilson College in Chambersburg, which had not 
allowed student government since its founding in 1869, students and adminis
tration hotly debated the issue after the turn of the century, when new blood 
was ushered in via new president Matthew H . Reaser in 1903; students pleaded 
with the new head of the college until he allowed student government in his 
second year of office. 35 Thus for Campbell through the 1920s pressures were 

growmg: 

The matter of exercising wholesome discipline becomes an increasingly 
difficult problem from year to year. Discipline in the home has greatly re
laxed - parents have given way largely in the home to the whim of their 
children -and children have substituted their own wills in many cases for 
that of their parents. This is naturally reflected in the College.36 

Campbell was frustrated with the habits of twentieth century students. He 
made changes where necessary to attract them, but the new "flapper" ideals 
were beginning to replace Victorian ones much to his dismay. As automobiles, 
jazz music, and bobbed hair began to entice students, Campbell found it more 
and more difficult to enforce the type of discipline that he and Irving believed 
ensured well educated and proper young ladies: 

The bobbed-haired, partly-dressed "flapper" dreams only of the exciting 
movie- the gay dance- the entrancing cigarette and anything that thrills. 
We have grown to rather like the bobbed-hair, bobbed-dress, bobbed-con
ventionalities- so that many Mothers have been brought around not only 
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to approve these things in their daughters but in many cases go the daugh
ter at least one better. It is becoming rather difficult to secure teachers not 
bobbed in several respectsY 

It has been more difficult than usual, perhaps, to maintain good disci
pline and order. The lack of proper home restraint and discipline, the de
moralization incident to the moving picture show, and the demoralization 
as a result of the world war, are all having their baneful effect on family life, 
and those in position of authority all recognize that the air is surchargered 
[sic] with the spirit of unrest, unwillingness to do the things that should be 
done, and at the time and the way they should be done. All institutions 
from the high school to the College and University feel the same lack of 
proper regard for order. It has been necessary for us to dismiss two students 
and to place others under restriction of privileges. The spirit is not mali
cious, but mischievous, often deceitful, and generally daring. 38 

In the 1920s college life for Irving students turned outward from campus life 
to activities outside the college altogether: motion pictures, automobiles, and 
men.39 Though students still filled the organizations that existed, their interest 
and attention increasingly shifted to dating, dances, and social events that broke 
from the female-centered seminary system.40 Previously men had come to cam
pus only for occasional social events (usually a token dance or annual prom). 
Now, students pressed for afternoon walks and movies with men. The automo
bile also helped maintain a steady supply of young men close by.41 Beyond this, 
according to Campbell, "unpleasantness" in regards to discipline at Irving in 
the 20's deeper causes: 

Students now-a-days want more privileges, more liberties, really more 
license. They not only insist on movies and still more movies but movies 
that thrill-they want entertainment and must have it. To be real happy they 
must also have frequent dances-dances with thrills and frills: the "frills" 
now are the cigarette and some thing [sic] to drink. And these are the girls 
of the present Christian homes ... Our apology is that we find it a little dis
concerting to get on happily with the "Modernist" girl from a Christian 
home when she insists on smoking, drinking, swearing and vulgarity-and 
so we have had to separate ourselves from some of them this session.42 

Irving students, now feeling the air begin to change in society, wanted more 
men on campus, not only for dances but to meet for dates, and also to ride 
around in their cars. Students wanted free time to shop in the city (Harrisburg 
in Irving's case), visit movie theaters and socialize at local eating establishments. 
All of these items on the student wish list undermined the strict schedules of 
the seminary system. However, some of these items on their wish list Irving 
students never received. Many of these "modernist" or "flapper" girls may have 
been punished, expelled, or denied admission because at that time, according 
to one student, girls were just beginning to bob their hair, "(but] if you fol-
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lowed the trend, you were sent home for two weeks. "43 E. E. Campbell, through 
his little college, certainly tried to impede and stop the deterioration of disci
pline and morality. 

Smoking became a means for students to test college discipline in the 1920s, 
as it grew in popularity among young women and men alike, despite restric
tions on its use. Since no one knew of the health hazards from smoking in the 
early 1900s and cigarettes were an outward sign of feminine independence, 
women often defied college rules to smoke. 44 Though some earlier college cata
logs discouraged smokers from applying to Irving, as the school approached the 
1920s, Campbell was successful at keeping smoking out of his sight. But there 
was little he could do about keeping it out of his college. 

We had a door that opened out on a balcony, and [my roommate] would 
open the door, put up an umbrella and cover it with a blanket. It provided 
a shelter for a smoke. All was well until one of [the] teachers walking along 
the hall one night, smelled the smoke. She was polite enough to knock on 
the door which gave the smoking female a chance to get into bed, but when 
the door was opened the fumes had not cleared. Naturally, my roommate 
was campused.45 

One bit of student lore has it that when preceptress Miss Sarah Elizabeth 
Trump (at Irving from 1920-1929),who detested onions, was heard coming 
down the hall, the student smokers would quicldy chew an onion.46 The strong 
odor covered up the smell of smoke on the students' breaths and deterred Miss 
Trump from lingering to investigate. 

Some students tried to avoid punishment by quietly wandering off campus 
and secretely smoking where no one could see themY "[I] smoked down [at] 
the railroad tracks," Ruth Hoy Diffenderfer, class of'26, remembered. "If [they] 
found out that we had smoked, or anybody could prove we were smoking, 
that's it . .. you were out." 

As with the regulations that prohibited smoking, the administration watched 
student behavior with a careful eye when men were on campus. In the 1800s 
men were allowed on women's college campuses only for special occasions like 
a festival, or the several dinners and recitals in the 1860s in which President Ege 
invited boys from the Cumberland Valley Institute, a local school at the other 
end of Main Street from Irving. But by the 1920s Irving and other women's 
schools gave in to the student desire for men to make more frequent appear
ances on campus. Activities such as dances, socials, parties, recitals, and lectures 
all had men in attendance by the 1920s, allowing for mixed-gendered social 
interactions. 

Although Irving students warmly greeted the more frequent appearances of 
yo ung men, Campbell did institute rules to keep order and discipline at the 
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college. Altho ugh dances became the h igh point of the year, with students in
viting dates onto campus, couples could not walk off the dance floor or out 
onto the campus gro unds. "If we got a kiss hello that. .. would be about the best 
for the night. "48 During the period when Miss Sarah Elizabeth Trump presided 
as Irving's preceptress (which essentially acted like a dean of students), the stu
dent legend maintains, that she wo uld call Dickinson College and "order" the 
number of boys she wanted to come and attend the dance. Dickinson staff 
wou ld round up the required number and send them on the train to 
Mechanicsburg. The appearance of these new faces garnered by Trump caused 
great excitement and anticipation among the women, causing many of the young 
men to linger in Mechanicsburg past the 10 o'clock train , the last to Carlisle. 
Those who missed it, walked the 11 miles back to Dickinson. 

The preceptress kept a firm hold on activities such as dances. Betty 
Boffemmyer Stram, class of '29, said that "when they had dances, [the students] 
had to show [the preceptress] the dress they were going to wear, and if it wasn't 
just right, they couldn't wear it. "49 During the dance, the preceptress kept a 
close eye on what transpired: holding hands, placing of arms around each other 
or leaving the dance floor with yo ur date, called for immediate dismissal from 
the dance floor. 

Other than the dances and occasional concert performances by Dickinson 
College music clubs, men (other than faculty) generally were absent from cam
pus, as Campbell tried to maintain the regulations concerning men derived 
from the seminary system. T hough co-educational colleges allowed for greater 
interaction between men and women in the early twentieth century, Campbell 
was able to keep visits of boys minimal in keeping with Irving's status as solely 
a women's institution. Even if students prearranged visits, when the student 
and her date wanted to walk downtown, a chaperone escorted them. Though 
the chaperoning probably alleviated all "monkey business" on dates, some chap
erones were lenient: "[I] saw Grant last night on Market Street. Miss Eicleler 
[sic] is a peachy chaperone-left us by ourselves. Came home at 12:30 ."50 The 
idea of chaperoning students on dates, while ballroom dancing, and even dur
ing a yo ung man's visit in the parlor, broke from the original seminary influ
ence, no matter how minimal the time spent. 

Other factors were involved along with men on campus. Alcohol became a 
danger from time to time when college boys visi ted: "Several of the Dickinson 
boys were drunk at the dance on Sat. night," one Irving student recorded. 51 

though it probably was not a constant fear of the faculty due to the limited 
visits by large. Occasionally men sneaked on campus, possibly with the aid of a 
student, while some students crept out to meet dates. One such illegal incident 
involved Robert Mohler, the brother of Marjorie Wise Mohler, class of '27. 
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Students at Irving found him very handsome. One student waited in the vesti
bule of the school for him, and they sneaked out on a date. Dr. Campbell 
learned about the episode, and prohibited the students from walking on the 
side of the street on which Robert lived, since it stood within the two-block 
radius that the students were permitted to wander from campus. Although 
Robert's admirers suffered this harsh restriction, many students escaped it by 
virtue of having boyfriends at home, or being commuter students who gener
ally did not fall under many of the regulations that Campbell instituted 

CONCLUSION 

When Mary Lyon established Mount Holyoke in 1837 she developed a sys
tem of rules that not only removed some parental fears of sending their daugh
ter for higher learning, but enabled women to begin catching up with men in 
education. These first seminary women endured a strict schedule and were 
strongly encouraged to establish mentorship ties with their women teachers 
rather than developing stronger friendship ties with fellow students. In addi
tion, Lyon housed these students in one building with the faculty to foster these 
mother-daughter relationships, required domestic work to help keep costs low 
(and fill up student free time), and enforced religion to create not only students 
of knowledge, but students of Christ. 

Lyon's seminary system became the standard for women's colleges as new 
college administrators incorporated the seminary system into the regulations 
for their schools. Though these early seminaries and their governing character
istics acted as a model for how to set up a women's college in the 1850s, by the 
turn of the century they appeared to be long outdated. Women's colleges ex
panded their campuses, creating separate student, faculty, and administrative 
housing. The appearance of co-educational schools, many with no religious 
affiliation, created strong demands on these single-sex institutions to allow more 
time for dating and extracurricular activities and more men on campus. As 
domestic work disappeared from student schedules and student clubs, movies, 
dating and smoking began to fill a student's time. The mother-daughter 
mentorships that were to grow out of the college atmosphere evolved into sis
ter-sister relationships with fellow students during glee clubs, sorority meet
ings, and tennis matches. By 1930 the seminary system had long since passed 
its glory days and had much less of an impact on the regulations that faced a 
women's college student on a daily basis. 

Irving College reflected the decline of the seminary system through the long 
administration of E.E. Campbell. Though he instituted many extracurricular 
activities, constructed three additional campus buildings, and did not require 
domestic work from students, thus beginning the erosion of the seminary sys-
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tern at Irving, Campbell did insist on a strict schedule and a tight control on 
distractions to study such as boyfriends, packages from home, and spending 
money. Despite his powerful administrative capabilities, by the 1920s Campbell 
reported to the board of trustees each year how difficult it was to maintain 
control of this new breed of students, who had fewer restrictions placed upon 
them at home. With these students turning a deaf ear to Campbell, Victorian 
ideals and the last remnants of the seminary system, they reacted instead by 
showing their fondness for cigarettes, alcohol and dating. In these last years, 
Irving saw the deterioration of a system, so successful in its time, that helped to 
mold the administration, structure, and scholarship not only oflrving 60 years 
earlier, but of nearly every women's school across the country at that time. 

IRVING CoLLEGE, ABOUT 1908. 
Photograph collection, Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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Physical Remains of the Confederate Invasion of 1863 

james D. Flower 

The Confederate invasion of Cumberland County in June and July of 1863 has 

left marks remaining to be seen 135 years later. All who are familiar with Robert 
G. Crist's pamphlet on the "Confederate Invasion of the West Shore-1863 '~ know 

of the effort to fortify the higher points of Hummel Hill at Bridgeport (later 

Lemoyne). Its purpose was to defend the approaches to the bridges over the 
Susquehanna River to the State capital of Harrisburg, in anticipation of an 
attack by Confederate troops already in the Valley. 2 Major General Darius 

Nash Couch,3 newly designated commander of the hastily created Department 
of the Susquehanna, ordered a fort to be constructed; trees were felled and earth 
trenches dug on the highest point of the hill, nearest to and looking down on 

the Susquehanna and the approaches to it. The earth works so erected were 

R£5TOR!ITION OF FORT COUCH, O CTOBER 13, 1954. 
(Harrisburg) Evening News, October 15, 1954. 
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FoRT CoucH, 1991. Photo by Tom Rogers. 

designated "Fort Washington." At a second high point on the hill, west of Fort 
Washington, at a point believed to be necessary to protect that fort, other breast
works were dug and designated "Fort Couch" in honor of the commander.4 

Never tested in combat, as feared invasion of the State capital was called off to 
meet the threat to Meade's army at Gettysburg,5 the trenches were quicldy aban
doned, and houses of an expanding borough of Lemoyne have long since covered 
most of the hill. The borough owned land on top of the hill at Eighth Street, 
between Ohio and Indiana Avenues. Part was in use for a water tower, but an-

FoRT WASHINGTON, 1998. Photo courtesy of the author. 
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FoRT WiiSHINCTON, 1998. 

other part remained to be overgrown by trees and vines, the receptacle for trash 
and debris of all kinds, an unsightly spot in a neighborhood of fine houses with 
splendid views of the Susquehanna and the Susquehanna Water Gap. 

One of those living nearby in the 1950's was Mrs. Fred E. Bentley, chairman 
of the Garden Division of the Lemoyne Civic Club. Mrs. Bentley was aware 
that this informal dump was a part of the former Fort Couch and, accordingly, 
in 1952, she sought help from state officials to clean it up and cause it to be 
preserved and properly marked. Informed that the state had no funds for the 
project, she took her proposed project to the Civic Club, then under the leader
ship of Mrs. Raymond W. Sawyer, Jr. 6 The Club took the restoration on and 
saw it completed. Through the effort of its Garden Division of the Club and 
the borough of Lemoyne, the tract was cleaned up. Undergrowth and some 
trees were removed;7 grass, evergreens, spring bulbs, and climbing roses were 
planted, and the whole tract, bounded by Indiana and Ohio avenues on the 
north and south and Eighth Street and West Park avenue on the east and west, 
was newly enclosed with split rail and post fencing. 8 

Two state historical markers were put in place. The one on Indiana Avenue 
bears the legend: 

FoRT CoucH 

Remains of breastworks, at Eighth and Ohio Streets, built before the 
battle of Gettysburg, to oppose the expected southern drive on Harrisburg. 
June 29, 1863, a few Confederate Scouts neared here but withdrew. 
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The marker on Ohio Avenue had slightly different wording: 

FoRT CoucH 

Remains of breastworks built in June 1863, to oppose an expected at
tack on Harrisburg by Confederate troops. Site then known as Hummel's 
Heights. Fort was named for Gen. Couch, Commander, Eastern Pennsyl
vania Military Department. 

The completion of the restoration of Fort Couch was celebrated on October 
13, 1954, during Pennsylvania Week, marked by the presence of a band, a 
speaker, flag and and a flag pole, placed by the VFW9 

Photographs made in the winter of 1997 show the good condition in which 
the tract is maintained by the Borough.10 

Resolved to see whether similar remnants of Fort Washington also could be 
found, the author enlisted the help and interest of Christine Myers Crist, born 
and raised in Lemoyne, who had not closely examined Fort Couch, but had 
heard rumors of the existence of remaining portions of the works of Fort Wash
ington. Together, we began a search. Guided by Raymond W Sawyer, Jr., former 
County Commissioner and longtime resident of Lemoyne, we were taken to 
the circle to the end of Old Fort Road, the top of the hill, then went slightly to 
the left of a house occupied by Kathryn Heckert, into woods, where, plainly to 
be seen, though covered by trees, vines and underbrush, is an obvious ditch 
entrenchment, a part of Fort Washington, running down hill and ending at 
Cumberland Road in Lemoyne. 

We followed up on other information 
and located on a high portion of Walnut 
Street, in an area being developed and on 
the downward slope of the southern side of 
the hill, we found a more extensive area of 
ditches, overgrown as elsewhere. 

That so many residents of the West 
Shore, and even of Lemoyne, had no idea 
of what can still be seen so readily of these 
Civil War fortifications, suggested this 
note. 

PILLAR OF CouNTV Cou RT HousE, SHOWING 

DAMAGE BY CONFEDERATE SHELLIN G. Jim 
Bradley, Mother Cumberland Collection, 
Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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Not so hidden, in and about the center square of Carlisle, other reminders of 
the invasion may be observed. While it may be known that on the first day of 
July 1863, the town was shelled by the Confederates, it would be interesting to 
know the extent of the public's knowledge of the existence of scars of that shell
ing that can be seen even now. 

On one of the sandstone columns of the Old Court House in the center of 
town, one may see where a portion of the flutes of one column was knocked 
away by shell fire and below, in white paint, is the date July 1, 1863. On the 
bottom of the sandstone lintel of a lower window on the right facing the new 
Court House, a round hole and chipped area can be seen, and underneath again 
the date July 1, 1863. 

On the eastern part of the front of the building, formerly the home of]. 
Herman Bosler, more lately the YWCA and now a part of Farmers Trust Com
pany building, above the first floor level can be seen a square white stone insert 
in the brick face of the building bearing the date of July 1, 1863. 11 

Finally, during the shelling, a ball went through the window of the residence 
of] ames Wilson Henderson 12 and shattered a part of the top of a banquet table. 
To that table descended to the late Ann Hayes Jacobs and bore a small brass 
plate next to the hole bearing the date July 1, 1863. That table, now in custody 
of Ann's daughter, Elizabeth Jamison Boyle of Brooldyn, New York, is at the 
Society in the current exhibition on the Civil War in Cumberland County. A 
photograph of the table can be seen on page 65 of"Carlisle Old and New. 

Notes 
1. Robert G. Crist, Confederate Invasion of 

the WestShore-1863 (Lemoyne, PA, 1963; 
reprinted 1995). 

2. Ibid, 6. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. , 19. 
5. Ibid. , 37. 
6. Grace Sawyer was of considerable assis

tance in the preparation of this note. She 
shared a scrapbook of her year as presi
dent of the Lemoyne Civic Club, and 
newspaper articles and photographs of 
the celebration of the restoration of Fort 
Couch. She and her husband Raymond 
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tober 17, 1954. 
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10. CarLisLe OLd and New, (Harrisburg), 

1907, 64. 
11. An interesting story concerning the white 

stone is mentioned ibid., 65. 
12. Ibid, 65. 



TABLE DAMAGED BY A CONFEDERATE SHELL. Photographed in William Henderson's 
house, about 1900. Photograph collection, Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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