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Charles Francis Himes (1838-1918): 
Portrait of a Photographer 

Stacie M. Vodra 

The life of Charles Francis Himes, professor of physics at Dickinson College 
from 1865 to 1896, was one of many and varied pursuits. He was a scientist, an 
educator, and a historian; and with each of these roles his inten:st and achieve
ments in photography were integrated. 

In the late twentieth century photography is taken granted. Anyone nowadays 
can buy a camera and take a picture, regardless of knowledge or skill; develop
ment and printing are done commercially; and photographs are used in every 
discipline. In Himes' time, however, the art and science of photography were still 
growing and developing in basic and significant ways. It was more a science than 
an avocation. Himes, who had been an amateur photographer since 1858, was 
aware of these developments and, as an experimental scientist, was led to investi
gate new ideas in photography and to consider their applications to science, his
tory, and education. He was, he wrote, "a constant reader of its [photography's] 
literature, ... one enjoying each advance, each new application, and the rapid 
growth of photography as an amateur art ... "1 And he had participated in, and 
contributed to, those advances. "Photography," he declared in his address at the 
opening of a science building at Dickinson College in 1885, 

that a comparatively few years ago surprised us with its reproductions of 
human portraits, has almost unnoticed become so silen tly incorpora ted 
with many processes of every day life, that, blot out all the portrait galleries 
of the world, and it would still retain its importance as an influential factor 
in many industries .2 

Born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1838, Himes attended the New 
Oxford Collegiate and Medical Institute in Adams County, to which his par
ents moved while he was still a lad.3 The principal was Dr. M.D. G. Pfeiffer, a 
German physician, a graduate of the University of Berlin, with advanced pro
fessional ideas. There he began to study Latin at age eight, and Greek at ten. 
Later in life, although he advocated and made possible the substitution of sci
ences for class ical languages in the junior and senior years of college, Himes did 
not deny the desirability of training in the classical languages because of the 
mental discipline they required. 
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C!-!IIRL£5 FRIINC/5 HIMES, as a younger man. Dickinson College Archives 
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Himes applied for admiss ion to the sophomore class at Dickinson in 1853, 
but was turned down beca use of his age. H e was about to apply to Harvard 
Coll ege when Dickinso n set aside its rule and examined him. He had a happy 
and successful undergrad uate life-he was, for example, a founder and ever 
afterwards a loyal member of the Phi Kappa Sigma fratern ity. He was graduated 
in 1855 and retained a warm attachment to his alma mater for the remainder of 
his li fe. For the nex t few years Himes was a teacher, first in the Wyoming Con
ference Academy of the Methodist C hurch in Wayne County, Pennsylvania, 
then in the Baltimore Female College, in public schools in Missouri , and fi
nally, in 1860-63, he was professor of mathematics in Troy University in Troy, 
New York. In 1863 Himes went abroad, where he spent two years in Germany 
and received rhe Ph.D. degree from the University of Giessen in 1865. That 
spring he was elected professor of natural science at Dickinson, the first person 
with an earned doctorate to be named to the faculty. When the department was 
enlarged and divided in 1885 Himes was named professor of physics . He re
tired in 1896. 

Knowledgeable and enthusiastic about his subject, Himes was respected and 
well liked by his students. He introduced laboratory instruction, translating 
and publishing a German laboratory manual for class use. To stimulate their 
interes t he organized a student scientific society in 1867 (whose members per
form ed experiments and delivered lectures before their fellows), and he com
piled a short history of rhe society in 1877. He inaugurated a course for teach
ers who might want to offer instruction in the natural sciences. And upon his 
colleagues and the trustees of the College he repeatedly urged the claims of the 
sciences for a more equal status with the class ics in the curriculum. "How far 
can a liberally educated man afford to be ignorant of the facts and laws of the 
material universe around him," he asked in his Sketch of Dickinson College ( 1879) , 
which was essentially a plea for the sciences and a science building at the Col
lege.4 The Tome Scientific Building, with lecture rooms, laboratories, and a 
museum, was erected in 1885, a building that he proclaimed at irs dedication 
"faces the great advancing and expanding future , not the historic past." 

At the same time Himes won respect and reputation among his fellow scien
tists . In 1868 he was invited by John Armstrong Wright , an engineer who was 
an alumnus and trustee of Dickinson, to join his iron and steel company as an 
analytical chemist. Himes declined, saying, "I will continue at old Dickinson ... as 
long as circumstances are as satisfactory as at present. "5 The next year Himes 
was appointed a member of the scientific corps that observed the solar eclipse at 
Ottumwa, Iowa, on August 7, 1869.6 For several years after 1872 he was associ
ated with Professor Spencer Fullerton Baird , secretary of rhe Smithsonian Insti
tution, in preparing its Annual Record of Science and Technology. Himes was 
often invited to address national and international scientific gatherings. He lec
tured frequently on scientific subjects at the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia, 
and his popular lectures to Carlisle audiences-on the solar eclipse, electricity, 
and that new invention of the telephone-were warmly received. "His explana
tion of physical phenomena," a local paper reported of his lecture on eclipses, 
"were lucid and aptly illustrated. His object always seems to be to convey the 
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greatest amount of instruction, in an easy, conversational manner, relieved from 
all attempts at display or didactic dryness .... "7 He even lectured to audiences of 
chiefs at the Carlisle Indian School, using magnetism to ill ustt·ate the white 
man's scientific methods. 8 

Himes was a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, a member of the New York and Maryland Academies of Science, and a 
member of the American Philosophical Society. He was chosen an honorary 
member of the Franklin Institute at the same meeting in 1899 with Harvey W. 
Wiley, chief chemist of the United States Department of Agriculture. who was 
also a leader in the movement for pure food reform, the geneticist Dr. Thomas 
G. Mendenhall, the merchant Abram Hewitt of New York, and the famous 
Arctic explorer Rear Admiral George W. Melville of the United States Navy. In 
the opinion of Charles Coleman Sellers, historian of Dickinson College, Himes 
"might well have risen to national stature had he not identified himself so com
pletely with the establishment of a pre-eminent scientific course on this one 
small campus."9 

Meanwhile Himes' interest in photography had been awakened. apparently 
principally by his friend Joseph Miller Wilson, a founder of the Philadelphia 
Photographic Society in 1860, who showed Himes how to make fern and leaf 
photographs, and so "fixed" him as a photographer. Himes did research in op
tics and photography in the years before he went to Germany, and published 
the results in the American Journal of Photog1aphy. He soon appreciated the 
potential of photography for making a permanent record. In the first days of 
July 1863 year Himes walked from his parents' house in New Oxford to 

Gettysburg, a few miles away, and there photographed scenes of the aftermath 
of the great batrle. 10 None of his Gettysburg photographs was published and 
apparently only four prints have survived; one is reproduced in this article. 11 

Himes' first substantial publication on photography was Leaf Prints; 01: 
Glimpses at Photog1aphy (Philadelphia, 1868), which presented images made by 

No ... £.%. ... Leotu·re 1°3-i 
ON 
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Historical Society 
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EVERGREEN CEMETER!~ GETnSBURG. Photographed by Charles Francis Himes after the 
battle, 1863 . Cumberland Valley Historical Society. 

laying leaves directly on light-sensitive paper. He directed his Dickinson stu
dents in more ambitious work, photographing scenes, paintings , artifacts, and 
documents to illustrate his history of the College and the history of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Carlisle written by his father-in-law, the Reverend Mr. 
JosephA. Murray. Himes apologized for the photographic illustrations, printed, 
as they were, by amateurs "in the laborato ry ... at odd intervals." 12 Appreciating 
the limitations under which many such pho tographers worked, in 1884, as 
Himes wrote a few years later, 

the thought occurred to me that a summer school of amateur photography, 
at some quiet place of resort, might meet a felt want of some. It was dis
cussed, perhaps somewhat enthusiastically, in the hearing of a gentleman, 
who pigeon-holed it away, and , after a few months, I received a pressing 
request to organize and co nduct such a school for two weeks, with co ndi
tions annexed that seemed to render success possible. I elaborated a plan 
with considerable care, and prepared for its execution on a genero us scale, 
and acquired co nsiderab le experience that may be of value to anyone at
tempting a similar enterprise. The resort was a new one, on the top of the 
Alleghenies, a hundred co ttages and a few small hotels held the whole popu
lation. I had never seen the place, but I shipped in advance a whole car-load 
of apparatus, comprising a full assortment of cameras and everything that 
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wo uld illustra te photographic practice, and , in additio n, perm it half dozen 
popular lec tures o n cognate subj ects. T he schoo l was well adve rti sed , the 
terms we re ve ry moderate. I reac hed the place a few days befo re, o nly to 
find that not a stude nr had been enroll ed , and that no preparati o ns had 
been made fo r it. T he school of photography could not be fo u nd with a 
microscope. The offi ce rs of the se ttl ement, apparently regarding the enter
prise as a failure, we re no t to be fo und ; not a t icker had been di sposed oHo r 
the co urse of popular lectures, upo n whi ch they had placed their m ain 
reli ance. All the same, the ca rl oad of twenty- two boxes was taken to an 
unoccupied storeroo m, that leaked light at many crev ices, but which was 
roo m y, and the shelves and counters of which promised to be useful. W ithal, 
there seemed to be bur o ne chance remaining fo r a semblance even o f suc
cess, and that lay in the poss ibility o f presenting the practi ce o f ph otogra
phy in such a way that som e mi ght consider it favorably, a t leas t in irs 
simpler applica tions. Finding the man in charge of the grounds, I advised 
him to have some dodgers struck off and distributed , inviting to a free 
lec ture o n photography, the evening before the appointed opening o f the 
schoo l. There were many ludicro us incidents co nnected with the whole 
affair up to this point, and not rhe leas t these dodgers, in their co m pos itio n 
and mechanical executi on. But perhaps 200 auditors were o n hand , about 
the whole ava il able popula tio n of the place . Disca rding all tho ught of a 
popular sc ientifi c introductory, I began with ph otography, presenred the 
leading fea tures of its prac ti ce, d welt upon the simpler processes in dera il , 
ex hibited a lor of blue prinrs, gave an opportunity to parti es des iring fur
ther information to ask ques tions, and invited any desiring to enter to present 
themselves nex t m orning a t the room . And rhe school was a remarkable 
success . Twenty- five presented themselves on time, and the number soon 
increased to rhir ry, when no furth er encouragement was given to enrer, and 
unless I had been fo rtunate in having with me o ne o f those unduly devel
oped amateur profess io nals I wo uld have been unable to organize and ca rry 
on the school in the absence o f many o f the co nve niences that we are apt to 
consider indispensable until we are obliged to do without them. But in that 
excellent mountain atmosphere, often up at six in the mo rning, and as 
often not in bed befo re twelve at night, we ran that school fo r two weeks, 
or, ra ther, it ran us. 

T here was enthusias ti c, ea rnest, tho ughtful , co ntinuo us wo rk, acquies
cence in inevitable inco nveniences and disco mfo rts, and gra ri ~r in g progress. 
T he ages ranged fro m over sixty to a dozen yea rs, all equall y en rh usias ti c. It 
was no t a craze. The apparatus provided fo r illustratio n and di splay, as fa r 
as app li cable to ama teur wants, vvas la id hold of. Fifteen complete o utfits 
were di sposed of, and o thers subsequently ordered , and occas io nally ye t a 
package of prints reaches me, whi ch tell s of co ntinued interes t in the prac
ti ce. If yo u were to ask me, to what I attribute the success, under the un
pro misin g conditi ons, I wo uld answer, to the plan of the schoo l; and there 
may be in it a hin t fo r dealers, as well as fo r any who might w ish to co nduct 
a similar enterpri se. T he exe rcises were arranged o n a progress ive plan. T here 
were fo ur distinct courses from which to selec t, bu r as each higher co urse 
included the privilege of the lower co urses, all we re put upon the fi rst co urse, 
whateve r their selectio n. In other words, something was give n the studen ts 
to do, at the start , tha t they co uld reaso nably be ex pected to do. T hey were 
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tempted only to undertake what was practically certain of success, what 
was entirely within their range, and then they were allowed to do it, think
ing and all, with the least amount of direction and supervisio n consistent 
with the proper use of the ir time . In other wo rds, they were not 
overinsrructed . Now, there is nothing like success, and especially indepen
dent success, to whet the appetite for more and higher practice, as well as to 
inspire that measure, and kind of co nfidence so necessa ry in m any cases. 
Blue printing, the first course, was therefo re given a prominent place in the 
announcement. Most effort was expended in disp laying fully its app lica
tions and possibilities. Prints of every va ri ety were co nspicuous ly exhibited , 
from large architectural plans to the humbles t leaf prints. Cards, with prints 
from negatives, of a great va riety of subjec ts, including se ri es of scientific 
subjec ts, copies of engravings, landscapes, etc ., were hung up, not only for 
inspection , but to facilitate the selection of negatives for p rac tice by the 
students. No one can fully real ize the attrac tiveness of this simples t of all 
photographic processes and the reso urces it furni shes for photographic in
struction , until he has seen it properly presented to an assemblage of tvvo 
dozen individuals of average intelligence, affec ted with the ennui of the 
average summer reso rt. It can be made introductory to all the elementary 
principles of photography, to the characteristics of negati ves, to printing 
manipulations and to the acquisition of that photographic sense upon which 
subsequent processes may be based. The majo rity enrolled for this course, 
most without the remotest intention of go ing further, but after the use of 
negat ives the desire to produce them was most natural, and the seco nd 
course of wet-plate camera practi ce was soon entered upon with even more 
enthusiasm by most of them. I had anticipated a run upon this most fasci
nating of all photographic processes to the beginner, and was prepared with 
a supply of negative baths and wet-plate cameras . Silver printing was touched 
upon lightly. Platinum printin g was regarded with more favo r, as it is the 
process for the amateu r, next, perhaps, to bromide paper, which at that 
time was not in the market. 

After these courses, dry-plate photography almost took care of itself. ... 13 

Himes had always been interested in history, and a large mass of papers relat
ing to local history that his wife inherited from her father, who had rescued 
them from a rag and paper collecto r, stimulated that interes t. So did the estab
lishment of the Hamilton Library Association (now the C umberland Co unty 
Historical Society) in 187 4. In his re tirement after 1896 Himes turned increas
ingly to historical subjects. He wrote monographs on John Dickinson, on Colonel 
Robert Magaw, an officer of the Revo lution, on Carlisle's eighteenth-century 
dancing assemblies, and on the prototype of the prominent mermaid weathervane 
on Dickinson's oldest building, West College. He gave an acco unt and descrip
tion of the prized phys ical instruments th at had co me to the Coll ege from Jo
seph Priestley. Examining an iron stoveplate made at Robert Thornburgh's 
Carlisle Iron Works in 1764, Himes recognized the decoration as Ge rm an and 
concluded, correctly, that some German artisan , carrying his moulds with him , 
had settled among the Scots Irish of the C umberland Valley. I t. H e was especially 
drawn to the character and career ofThomas Cooper, his predecessor as profes
sor of chemistry at Dickinson and a scholar and publicist of national and inter-
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national reputation. But he drew a line at Molly Pitcher-not only because her 
local fame was exaggerated but also, apparently, in part, out of anti-feminist 
prejudice. "Let Molly Pitcher rest, " he wrote opposing the proposal to erect a 
bronze statue on her grave," .. . instead of. .. building up her myth. " While Himes 
believed in preserving histo ry, he believed also that history should be respected 
an d that the contributions and importance of its actors should be accurately 
and fairly stated. His las t words about the statue of Molly Pitcher, which was 
erected in 1916, was that "with such a monument the old Revolutionary wor
thies lying around, within its shadow [in Carlisle's Old Graveyard], ... might 
turn over and pathet ically remark,-'a man to be remembered and get a monu
menr in Cumberland County must be a woman."' 15 

As an historian Himes concerned himself also with more general questions 
rhan the location of Colonel Magaw's grave or the similarities in the designs of 
ancient temples and of the Dickinson cupola. He appreciated what photogra
phy might mean for some of the larger problems of the historical profession. 
Photographs of documents made in the laboratory by students and other ama
teurs had illustrated the histories of the College and the Presbyterian church, 
but the prints had had to be made individually. Although the photographs 
added greatly to the interest and authority of the books, the method was slow, 
costly, and in the end not prac tical for editions of any size . By 1900 Himes had 
carried photography into another direction. 

In England a National Photograph Records Association was formed in 1897. 
Its aim was to "show those who will follow us, not only our buildings but our 
everyday life, our manners and customs." In the United States, however, as 
Himes pointed out, there was no such "organization that has systematically 
considered the possibilities of photography in this respect," although the Franklin 
Institute was considering such a project. "We make scientific and industrial 
histo ry as rapidly as civil history," he told the Institute in 1899, "and should be, 
at leas t, equally careful of its preservation, for, unless human nature changes, 
the end of the twentieth century will want to know as much and as minutely 
about the beginning of it as we do now about that of the century just closing." 16 

Following through on this perceived need, Himes in 1902 founded a photo
record of C umberland County at the H amilton Library Association and an
other at the Pennsylvania-German Society some years later. 17 

Himes' purpose was to preserve a record of historic buildings, industrial , 
agricultural and domes tic processes and methods, events, and maps. He was 
concerned with the need to preserve landmarks "that are rapidly disappearing, 
and also .. . fixing characteristics of today that will have an historic interest fifty 
years to come." H e believed that photo-record work was "looking forward even 
more th an backward"; it "was fixing present records for the future, whilst it may 
rescue or fi x records of the pas t rapidly disappearing or render [them] more 
generally access ible by duplication ." 

To develop the photo-record of Cumberland County Himes solicited photo
graphs from other amate ur photographers. H e depended on amateurs because 
they were more interes ted in the work than professionals and because their 
photographs had little commercial value. The Photo-Record Committee of the 
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Hamilton Library consisted of himself as chairman, John M. Rhey, J. Webster 
Henderson, GeorgeS. Comstock, and William Henderson. The committee's 
work included collecting photographs-upon accepting membership on the 
committee, Comstock informed Himes that while he was not a photographer, 
he thought he could "interest others to furnish material of interest." 18 

Results of Himes' photo-record project exist to this day. 19 The evidence shows 
that Himes personally classified the photographs of historical subjects, old build
ings, maps, woodcuts, imprints. articles of domestic use, furniture, agricultural 
instruments, things liable to disappear, in short "any object possessing an edu
cational, religious, social, or political interest in connection with the history of 
the County," as well as modern subjects that might become of interest in the 
future, such as public buildings, industrial plants, roads ("especially portions in 
their worst condition"), machines, tools, utensils , operations and processes. On 
each print Himes systematically noted such data as the subject and date of the 
photograph, the name of the photographer, and the development and printing 
processes used. In addition, each photograph was catalogued in order better to 
identify it. It seems that Himes took particular care to collect photographs of 
building that had been, or were soon likely to be, torn down, as well as photo
graphs of special and ephemeral events, such as a circus or a typhoid fever quar
antine placard. He also photographed documents of the Revolutionary war that 
had belonged to his father-in-law, and maps that had been used to illustrate 
talks at the Hamilton Library. Most of the photographs were made by Himes, 
which points to a difficulty in collecting photographs from others but also dem
onstrates Himes' dedication to his project. 

In 1903 Himes' photo-record committee began a project to photograph 
Cumberland County's vanishing village and rural schoolhouses . This was the 

UNION HALL SCJ-!OOL, NoRTH MIDDLETON TowrNS!-1/P. Photographed for rhe Photo-Record 
Society, 1903. Cumberland County Historical Society 
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first project of the kind for the committee, and one that Himes felt to be an 
important subject for historical preservation, "before school buildings of today 
become things of the past ." But the project may have had a wider use than 
school history. It was intended to be a photographic survey of the entire physi
cal building and grounds, with as many photographs as were needed to show all 
the charac teristic features. Notes concerning improvements to the buildings 
and grounds were important. Several buildings no longer in use as schools were 
also included in the photographic survey. Himes never considered the project 
completed while the buildings and their uses continued to change; his albums 
were capable of expansion . The Photo-Record Society's collection of photo
graphs of the County's schoolhouses was exhibited at the World's Fair in St. 
Louis in 1904. 

Himes took the opportunity of his presidential address to the Pennsylvania
German Society in 1901 to propose the idea of a Pen nsylvania-German Photo
Records and Exchange C lub .20 As with his other projects, the goal was to fix 
"old landmarks, that are rapidly disappearing, and also in fixing characteristics 
of to-day that will have an histori c interest fifty years to come" and to 
"preserve . .. records of objects, places , [and] events ... of historical interest, past 
and present, in connection with the German element of the State of Pennsylva
nia, by means of photography and diffusion of information in regard to the 
same." Members of the Photo-Records and Exchange Club were to send prints 
with relevant information to all other members of the Club on the first of]anu
ary and July each year, in addition to sending copies to designated depositories 
"so as to render [the photographs] readily accessible to all." 

Not only could photography preserve the physical evidences of the past; it 
could be used to preserve and multiply the documentary evidences. In England 

CuPOU! OF WEST COLLEGE, DICKINSON CoLLEGE. Photograph printed on tile. 
C umberl and Coun ty Historical Society 
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old and rare manuscripts were being copied at the Palace of Westminster, the 
Tower of London, and the municipal archives of London. Himes had repro
duced documents relating to construction of the building in his father-in-law's 
history of the Carlisle Presbyterian Church. In a paper delivered in 1907 to the 
Franklin Institute he suggested that historical societies and depositories might 
photograph their manuscript holdings in order to preserve rhem. Instead of 
attempting to preserve documents by reinforcing them with gauze and semi
transparent paper, as was the currenr practice , manuscripts should be photo
graphed. Without damaging or destroying rhe originals, rhis would both pre
serve them and also, by multiplying copies, make rhe information they con
rained more widely accessible. 21 Within rhirry years scholarly libraries and de
positories would be routinely providing photographic and photostatic copies of 
their holdings on request, and large-scale national and even inrernarional pro
grams were under way to preserve and make accessible fra gile newspapers, in
cunabula, and papers of public figures and institutions. 

Himes was concerned that photo-records should be permanent, and that 
therefore care must be taken with their storage. "Ir can nor .. . be roo carefully 
borne in mind," he warned, 

that some trifling neglect in use or handling may originate so urces of dete
rioration in them, rhar wirh rime may almost destroy rheir value. The per
manence of photographs depends upon care in keeping as much as ir does 
primarily on rhe conscientious care with which the photographic print is 
madeY 

Himes' interest in photography was essenrially that of a chemist and physi
cist. He showed little inrerest in aesthetics, and few of his surviving photo
graphs were made with artistic considerations. "Pictorial effect," he wrote in 
Photo-Record W'orle in 1903, "should in all cases be made subordinate to Record 
Value. " Photography he defined as "all processing of reproduction or manufac
ture in which light is an essential agenr." Ir is worth noting that in rhis defini
tion Himes emphasizes the process by which an object is focused on a chemical, 
which when it comes in contact with certain other chemicals darkens and light
ens to form a recognizable picture. In order to create photographic images rhe 
photographer of Himes' rime had to be a chemist and a physicist, understand
ing the optics and the chemical reactions involved. In an appendix to Leaf Prints, 
his earliest writing on photography, Himes listed the equipmenr needed by a 
photographer. Suggesting a chemical laboratory as much as anything, the list 
included a funnel, stirring rod, scales and weights, filter paper, chloride of am
monium, nitrate of silver, chloride of gold, ferrocyanide of potassium, acetic 
acid. and cyanide of potassium for the removal of srains.13Himes became in
volved in the progress and developmenr of photography as a scientist eager to 
improve the process, bur also because he was aware of the implications for rhe 
future of the ability to reproduce images and assure their permanence. "The 
great discovery of Daguerre in 1837," he wrote, "o riginated a revolution that is 
only beginning to be fully realized. " Always experimenting, Himes used several 
photographic processes from cyanotypes to stereoscopes and other popular 
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CHARLES FRANCIS HIMES, in maturity Dickinson College Archives 

methods of the time. He also experimented with printing photographs on por
celain. A collection of his photographs on ceramic tiles (as well as on a china tea 
cup) is preserved in the Cumberland County Historical Society. 

Himes had other constructive ideas for the promotion and preservation of 
history and historical data. As vice-president of the State Federation of Histori
cal Societies, he was chairman of a standing committee to establish a central 
agency for the exchange of duplicate historical materials. He appreciated the 
importance of oral history, and in Carlisle recorded the recollections of an eld
erly citizen who had witnessed the occupation of the town by Confederate troops 
in 1863. As president of the Hamilton Library he proposed that a bibliography 
of historical publications be compiled. 24 

The Carlisle Evening Sentinel in its obituary notice of Himes recognized his 
rank as a natural scientist and his preeminence as a photographer: 

It was no doubt in the science of photography that he exhibited the 
keenest interest, being at all times abreast of the most advanced methods of 
this art. Philosophy and all forms of science found in him a zealo us ad
mirer, who was competent to discuss almost any phase of the natural sci
ences. 25 
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Andrew Carothers (1778-1836): His Life and Times 
Dawn L. Flower 

Frederick Watts, a well-known lawyer, judge of the Cumberland County Courts, 
and Unites States Commissioner of Agriculture, had this to say about his men
tor and friend Andrew Carothers: 

Although Mr. Carothers mind was not cultivated by any hi gh degree of 
lea rning it was of that character which enabled him to appreciate what he 
had studied and profit by what he read. He became an excellent practical 
and learned lawyer, and very soo n took a high place at the Bar of Cumber
land Co unty, which at that time ranked amongst its members so m e of th e 
bes t lawyers of the state. Watts , Duncan, Metzger, Alexander, Mahon were 
at different periods his competitors, and amongst these he acq uired a large 
and lucrative practice, which continued through his whole life. Mr. Carothers 
vvas remarkable for his amiability of remper, his purity of charac ter, his 
unlimited disposition of charity and his love ofjustice. 1 

I first heard about Andrew Carothers when I learned that he once owned a 
property that my husband I own today located at 172 East High Street, Carlisle. 
Since that time I seemed to encounter him whenever I read any histo ry of our 
town. I thought it would be interesting to write about him since recent writers 
seem to have focused on the tragedies of the Carothers families rather than their 
contributions . 

Andrew Carothers' family was one of the earliest set tl e rs of the Cumberland 
Valley. His grandfather and great-grandfather came to Pennsylvania in 17 15 
and ser ried in what is now East Pennsborough Township. The Ca rothers lin
eage is most confusing. Lenore Flower, genealogist, remarked the following when 
resea rching this family: "Bur oh the study it has taken go ing back again and 
again to a given fact to see if I can come to the same conclusion and each time 
I have done so, to get the father ... (You do not know it but there is a huge 
family with the very same nam es and period of rime eve n another Captain John 
Carothers ofWest Pennsborough , and also Carothers early in at least three other 
counties all of the same general names. It is a huge task but I believe I know 'my 
stuff. ' Even so it needs much study to digesr." 2 Thanks to Mrs. Flower's exten
sive work, I believe that I understand the lineage and have sorted through the 
Johns and Jameses and Andrews Carothers, who were m any in number and 
lived in the same area at the same time. 
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Andrew, born in 1778, was one of five children born to Mary and John 
Carothers of East Pennsborough Township. His siblings were brothers John 
and Thomas and sisters Mary and Ann. The Carothers' farm belonging to John 
Carothers was just north of Hogestown, on the road leading to Sterrett's Gap 
near the Trimble farm and joining the Douglas farm .3 As wealth was measured 
in land during this period, the family was considered quite comfortable. Man
aging 236 acres that included timber, stone and mineral deposits, in addition to 
farm land and animals, the family had several servants to assist with the work 
needed to run the property. During the Revolutionary War and before Andrew's 
birth, his father, John Carothers served as Lieutenant of Cumberland County, a 
considerable task because the county at that time included all land west of the 
Susquehanna to the limits of Bedford County and as far south as the Maryland 
line. He was also Captain of several troops. 4 

There is strong evidence to suggest that Andrew attended the McHose school
house for his early education. The McHose school was the only school in exist
ence in Silver Spring Township during this time. Although the structure does 
not exist, oral histories in the late 1800's of citizens recalling the school indicate 
that it may have been similar to the Burtner schoolhouse that took the place of 
the McHose School in 1825. This structure was a simple log building with one 
window, a fireplace, and a dirt floor. 5 

As Andrew's oldest brother would receive the farmland, Andrew studied a 
trade as was customary for younger sons . Andrew apprenticed to be a cabinet
maker, most likely from the age of 14, the age typical for beginning most crafts 
apprenticeships. The usual length of apprenticeship was seven years until the 
age of 21 . Andrew, however, was unable to complete his apprenticeship. The 
reason was tragic and nearly fatal. 

In 1798, when Andrew was twenty years of age, Kline's Gazette reported (on 
June 13, 1798) that a Sarah Clark had been arrested "on suspicion of being the 
person who has poisoned the family of]ohn Carothers, Esq. in the lower settle
ment, of which Mr. Carothers and his wife, have died, and several of the family 
now very ill." The paper then stated that "In our next (issue) we expect to give 
a more particular account of this dreadful catastrophe as well as of the female 
monster who perpetrated it." And true to their promise, Kline's Gazette printed 
the following story: 

In her confession before James McCormick, Esq. one of the Justices of the 
Peace for this county, we have been able to collect the following: That the 
said Sarah had no wish to injure any of Mr. Carothers' family, his daughter 
Ann Carothers excepted, and that she had no particular ill will against her, 
only that she conceived her to be a rival in the business of Love- a young 
man who lived in the same township of whom Sarah was fond and whom 
she thought paid more attention to Ann Carothers than herself, and in 
order to change the business, she fell on the horrid plan of poisoning the 
said Ann and for that purpose she says she purchased in last fall from Dr. 
Gustine one ounce of white Arsenic, and waiting a long time to give it to 
Ann Carothers herself not wishing to harm any person else, no opportu
nity offering, she put the arsenic in a crock among leaven in the house of 
Squire Carothers, and bread being made therefrom, the family tal~ing sick 
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with co nsiderable vomiting except Mr. Carothers, who could not vomit 
and who died on the 26 th February, and Mrs. Carothers on the 3 rd of June 
[ac tually the 27 th January, 1798], and the whole family very much affli cted. 
Andrew Carothers, so n of Mr. Carothers, it is expected will not survive
Ann Carothers the object of her revenge we hear may recover although the 
sa id Sarah had give n her a dose to herself- About three or four weeks ago 
she purchased another ounce from Dr. Stinneckie of yellow arseni c, which 
she says she put into a crock of butter, in Thomas Carothers spring- house, 
where it was first discovered, and a quanti ty of the poiso n found in her 
possess ion-Several of the neighbors who visited the di stressed and sick 
family have also been poiso ned by ea ting of the butter, but we have the 
happin ess to say all are generally conceived out of dange r, by the Phys ician , 
except Andrew Carothers. 6 

Andrew's father, John Carother's death on February 26, 1798, was reported 
in Kline's Gazette of March 7, 1798, as follows: 

On Tuesday [February 17] his remains were interred in the bury ing place at 
Silver Sp ring meeting house. The fun eral was uncommonly large and his 
friends and acq uaintances from a considerable di stance attending in grea t 
numbers to tes ti~r their unfeigned regret at the loss of a man respectable for 
his social and domes ti c qualiti es. 7 

Andrew's older brother John Carothers decided to run for the office of county 
sheriff in May of 1798. His ad vertisement read , 

To the electors of Cumberland County. Gentleman, Encouraged by anum
ber of friends to stand a Candidate for the Sheriff's Office, at the next 
General Election, I hereby solicit the suffrages of yo u my fellow citizens for 
that Office, and should I mee t yo ur approbation, the favo ur will ever be 
remembered by yo ur very humbl e servant, John Carothers. 8 

John Carothers won the bid for sheriff in 1798 and served in that position 
until 1801. H e was aga in elected to this position in 1807 and continued until 
1810.9 

One h as to wonder whether John Carothers so ught this law enforcement 
office in response to th e tragedy in his father 's household. Regardl ess of his 
motivation, he h eld this position w hen Sarah Clark, the perpetra tor of so much 
pain and grief of his family, was executed. The Carlisle Gazette of November 6, 
1799, reported , that 

0 n \'\fed nesday las t was executed on the commons east of thi s town , SARAH 
CLARK, who was convicted for poiso ning the family of John Carothers, 
Esq . of East Pennsborough township, Cumberland co unty; she was attended 
to the place of execution by the Rev. Mr. Hauts and the Rev. Mr. H erbst, 
the two German clergymen of this place-She appeared very penitent and 
received her fate with res ignation and seem ing resolution-and the mo
ment previous to her entering into eterni ty, declared herself dying an inno 
cent murderer. 

T he Carli sle hanging pl ace was where the Hess' gas s tation is currently lo
ca ted at the center of the fork of East High Street where the Trindle and York 
roads begin . 
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Although Andrew was near death for seve ral months after the poiso ning, he 
managed to pull through and survive. Dr. Marion Johnston of Carlisle reviewed 
with the author the effects of arsenic poiso ning on a perso n who managed to 

survive its initial ravages. The medical condition is ca lled peripheral neuritis or 
nerves paralys is. The condi tion that Andrew chronically wou ld have had would 
have been polyneuritis, an inflammation of nerves and muscles used for move
ment. It especially affects sensory nerves. 

The next record of Andrew Carothers is found at Dickinso n Co llege, where 
he was one of nine "non-graduates" in the class of 1800. 10 His cabinet-making 
skill was no longer a viable craft for him to continue due to the lack of arm and 
leg strength res ulting from the poisoning. His hands were chronically swo llen 
and crippled, and he would not have bee n able to use them for the intricacies 
that furniture-making required. H e was forced to rely on his mental capacity, 
and began book learning to crea te a live lihood for himself and try to find a 
somewhat normal life. 

From 1802 to 1805 Andrew studied law under David Warts, Esq. 11 David 
Watts and Thomas Duncan were leaders of the bar during their tim e. It is obvi
ous from the appearance dockets that those attorneys recognized for their knowl
edge of the law also trained attorneys. No form al instruction in law vvas then 
availab le; it was three decades prior to the founding of the Dickinso n depart
ment and schoo l of law. Aspiring lawyers at this time were expected to study the 
case law at home and in the office of a member of the bar for a period of two to 
three years. W hen his mentor felt the student was ready to be admitted to the 
bar, he appeared before a judge in court, declared the length of time the poten
tial lawyer had studied and attested to his moral character. T he judge appointed 
a committee of three m embers of the bar to examine the candidate's knowledge. 
They wo uld report on the acceptance or rejection of the student based on their 
findings. Andrew was adm itted to the bar of C umberland County in D ecember 
of 1805Y 

Andrew Carothers soon acquired a large and lucrative practice. Frederick 
Warts recalled that "on all public occasions and in courts of justice his addresses 
were delivered by reaso n of his bodily infirmity, in a sitting posture." H e is 
listed in the 18 11 Carlisle tax lists as a freem an during this period (meaning he 
was without property or marriage). It is likely that he res ided at his brother's 
tavern known as the "Sign of Columbus." This tavern, thought of as the princi
pal hotel in Carlisle, was located where Farmers' Trust Bank is on West High 
Street. This would be a convenient location for Andrew as it would be handy to 

the courthouse for his work. He would also have a conven ient place to m ee t 
with clients . Thomas purchased the property in 1805. H e was able to acquire a 
prime location for business, as well as a goo d locat ion for his brother, two good 
reaso ns for the move from East Pennsborough Township . 

In 18 12 the t~x lists no longer identified Andrew as a freeman. At the age of 
34 Andrew m arried Catherine Louden of East Pennsborough Township. The 
nuptials were held at First Presbyterian Church on June 11 , 181 2, the Rev. Dr. 
Robert Davidso n presiding. Although the records of a precise date are not clear 
because of a miss ing deed , Andrew and Catherine res ided on West High Street, 
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where rhe co unty human services building has recently been located . Their home 
would h ave bee n next door to the present location of the Faller, Del Duca, & 
Weeks law offices. 

In rhe same newspaper anno uncing their wedding, is an article on Congress' 
declaration of war on Grear Britain, later known as rhe War of 1812. The C um
berland County buria ls li sts of ve terans of rhe War of 1812 identifies Andrew as 
having se rved w ith rhe Second Battalion of rhe C umberland Co unty Militia. 
Certainly his physical condition wo uld have prevented conventional se rvice. 

Dr. Milton E . Flovver wro te abo ut this era in Carlisle in a centennial history 
of rhe Carli sle Deposit Bank and Trust Company, rhe town's first bank, in w hich 
A ndrew was involved. 

The War of 1812 struck Carlisle and the C umberl and Valley in the midst 
of prosperity. T he orig inal settl ers were well -rooted and substantial citi 
zens. Townsmen profiting by rrade reaped a harvest from the agri cultural 
stores yielded by the ri ch ea rth of surrounding fields. But new wealth , un
like that in the eighteenth century, no longer was inves ted chi efly in land. 
Money needed produqive outlet. Small wonder that protest ing cri es tri ed 
to drown out the "\'V'ar Hawks" who demanded retaliation against England . 

T he pop ulat ion of 2500 was diverse and interes ting. Carlisle was the 
home of notable cit izens such as State Supreme Court Justices Hugh H. 
Brackenridge and T homas Duncan, and lawyers of the local bar, David 
\'V'atts , Andrew Carothers, and James Hamilton. Medicine was rep resented 
by the familiar names of Blaine, Armstrong, C reigh, and McCrosky. At the 
co llege, President Jerem ial1 Atwater superintended a faculty which included 
Thomas Cooper. No r were representatives of business lacking in this gal
axy. Moses Bullock waxed rich from his "Wheelwright and Chairm aking 
Business," and the Hendels-George the silversmith, and Bernhardt and Jacob, 
watch and clockmakers-were super ior craftsmen. The tanyards ofThomp
son Brown, Joseph Shrom, and William Irvine placed their owners am ong 
the membership of lead in g citizens. T hese were the men who decided town 
affa irs, settl ed by town meetin gs in the Court H ouse, to which they were 
cal led by "the ringing of the bell. " 

T hree newspapers, and in 1814 a fourth, provided partisan views for 
their small li sts of readers, while Loudon's W hitehall, Kline's printery, and 
Frederi ck San no's German press issued a var iety of books for circulation. 
The \'V'ar of 18 12 was boldly fought between the \'V'ar party and the Peace 
Party, each with its own paper for o r against the adm inistration. Yet non e 
could disrega rd the sea triumphs of Perry and Decatur, and still less the 
feats of the town's own Commodore Jesse Elliott. Militia notices were is
sued one aga inst the other in thi s day when every man joined a company, 
whether the "Patriotic Blues" or "Light Infantry," parading in gaudy uni
forms of stated M ilitia days . The cost of livin g mounted. To com bat it, 
weavers, mechanics, and carpenters met to set new scales of prices . Times 
were flouri shin g, a building boom was evident and manpower was at a 
premium. Advert ise ments co nstantly called for app rentices and journey
men. Turnpike co mpanies presented in ves tment oppo rtunities to fo rward
lookin g capitalists. The Hanover and Carlisle Turnpike Company met to 
choose directors for thi s toll road , which opened an improved route to the 
so uth . The Chesapeake Bay area still offered strong competitio n to Phila-
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delphia for Valley products. The Western Turnpike Co mpany, to lay a road 
from Harrisburg to Pittsburgh, adver ti sed the profits to be deri ved from its 
project, declaring trade "at present is immense , in its increase baffling all 
calculation.1

'' 

After several misstarts, the Carlisle bank opened for stock subscription sales 
in April 18 13. In June of 18 13, David Watts (Andrew's mentor), president pro 
tem, called a meeting of the original Directors of the Carlisle Bank in the County 
H all. The first elected board selected by the original directors was almost excl u
sively m ade up o f leading Carlislers all preeminent in a profess ional or business 
capacity: James Duncan, David Watts , Wm. White, John Miller, Joseph Knox, 
George Fahnestock, Joseph Shrom, T hom as Duncan, Wm. Alexander, Sr. , 
Thompson Brown, George Kline, J no . P. Helfenste in , William Irvine, Andrew 
Carothers, Jaco b H endel, Thomas Urie, Dr. John C reigh, James Woodburn, 
Michael Ege, Matthew Lyon, and Dr. John Simpson. 15 

Andrew also was a member of the Town Council. Records are not eas ily 
found for his years of service in this capaciry. Judge Watts wrote that in his early 
professional life Andrew was president of the Town Co uncil. 16 A later reco rd 
indica tes that he also held the position of ass istant burgess, the earlier nam e for 
mayor of Carlisle . (Prior to 18 14 Carlisle elected a burgess [similar to mayo r] to 
govern the town based o n the outcome of majority vote at open town meetings. 
In 181 4 this sys tem changed to an elected town co uncil government and bur
gess. The town co uncil in 181 4 met once every three months.) 

Betwee n 181 3 and 1820 Catherine and Andrew had three so ns . John 
Henderson Caro thers was born on April 6, 181 3; their second son M atthew 
Louden Carothers was born on February 22, 18 16; and James Armstrong 
Caro thers was born on May 5, 1818. 

Andrew was busy at hom e and in his profess ion . H e prese nted a series of 
students for membership in the county bar throughout his legal practice life. 
One of his more notable students was Frederick Watts , so n of David Watts, 
Es q ., who studied lavv with Andrew from 182 1 until 1824, when he was admit
ted to the bar. Frederick rem ained in partnership with Andrew until 1827, 
when he became the repo rter of Pennsylvania Supreme Court cases and served 
in that capacity (except for a three-year span when he was on the bench) until 
the May term 1869. In 1849 he was appointed pres ident judge of the N inth 
Judicial District, then co mposed of the co unties of C umberland , Perry, and 
Juniata . 

Jam es H. G raham was another who studied law w ith Andrew Carothers. 
Admitted to prac ti ce in November 1829, he was a careful and laborious stu
dent, pati ent and painstaking in his inves tiga tion of questions; he soo n acquired 
a good practice . Graham was later appointed deputy a ttorney general for Cum
berland Co un ty, and in 1850 he was elec ted , on the Democratic ticke t, pres i
dent judge of the Ninth Judicial Distri ct and was re-elected for a second term of 
ten years in 1860. Frederick Watts wrote of Graham that, "There was never, a 
brea th of imputation against his character as a lawye r, or upon his honor as a 
Judge." 17 

In 1820, when the Carothers boys were berween rwo and six years, their 
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mother, Andrew's wife Catherine, died. The American Volunteer printed simply: 
"Died-Yesterday morning Oanuary 19] after a lingering illness, Catherine 
Carothers, wife of Andrew Carothers, Esq. of the borough." 18 It is hard to imagine 
a man of Andrew's diminished physical strength dealing with three young chil
dren, coping with his wife's death and continuing with his law practice and 
with several law students. However, household servants helped; Andrew perse
vered and made several appearances in court the month of his wife's death. In 
March of that year Andrew joined many of his colleagues to create a bar for the 
newly-formed Perry County. 19 

Carlisle in 1820 was a most different place from the Carlisle we know today. 
The streets were unpaved, dirty not bricked. On them traveled many horses, 
horse-drawn carriages, and wagons with goods for the local market (located 
where the new court house stands today). The center of the square held a circle 
of trees. The sidewalks were uneven flagstones installed in the 1790's , when 
merchants were encouraged to do something so that customers would venture 
out on raining days without fear of soiling their shoes. A former resident in a 
wonderful gossipy style reviewed his memories of Carlisle in the early 1800's. 

But dear me! the old town of Carlisle, judging from your columns, must 
have greatly changed since I knew it. I see you have Gas and Hydrant Wa
ter; and four or five Dentists, and as many Homoeophathic Physicians; 
and that you are actually talcing steps to get up a Directory. What a contrast 
does this present to the old times when we learned our lessons by the fervor 
of a "tallow-dip," and slal<:ed our thirst at the Market House Pump; when 
the Doctors were the only Dentists, and the sole remedy for an offending 
tooth, was to pluck it out and cast it from us. When Homoeopathy was a 
name unknown, and horse-doses were the general practice; when calomel 
and jalap-senna and manna-epsom salts and emetic-tartar, were the chief 
remedies of the Pharmacoepeia .... 

As for a Directory, we had half-a-dozen living ones at every corner; who 
by word of mouth could tell you anybody's residence and everybody's busi
ness . They were to be found supporting the posts of the public square, or 
propping up the walls of the old Court-House; sitting under the locust 
trees at Tommy Carothers' door, or lolling on the benches in front of Mat
thew Armor's. 

Ahl my dear sir, the old town must have undergone great changesl I 
fancy, if I were to go back, I should hardly recognize it. I used to know 
every flag-stone in the borough . (I shouldn't wonder if the town, now were 
paved with brick!) I could walk, on the darkest night, from the College to 
Zug's tavern, and from Metzgar's to the graveyard without once tripping, 
"stumping" my toes .. .. 

Then there was the Carlisle Bar, of which our fathers were so proud, 
whose members were objects of our juvenile admiration.-John D. Mahon 
was its bright particular star, young, graceful, eloquent, and with a jury 
irresistible. Equal to him in general ability, and superior, perhaps, in legal 
acumen, was his co temporary and rival, Samual Alexander, Esq. Then there 
was the venerable Andrew Carothers, and young Frederick Watts, just ad
mitted in time to reap the advantages of his father's reputation , and create 
an enduring one of his own. And George Metzgar, with his treble voice and 
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his band on his side, amusing the Court and spectators with his not over 
delicate facetiae. And there was "Billy Ramsey, with his cue," a man of 
many clients, and the sine qua non of the Democratic party; and then, 
towering above them all, was "Crier" Thompson, who used to fetch us boys 
up all standing, with his sudden and Stentorian demand of "Silence!"20 

On November 11, 1824, Andrew Carothers was married to Isabella Creigh 
Alexander of Carlisle, by the Rev. Dr. George Duffield.21 Isabella was the daughter 
of John Alexander and Jane Byers. (Her brother William was a wealthy and 
respected businessman and farmer in Carlisle and also a fellow member with 
Andrew on the board of the Carlisle Bank. The Alexanders, like the Carothers, 
were members of the Presbyterian Church of Carlisle. 

Several months after his second marriage, the Carothers household took on a 
new charge . In 1823 Johnston Moore, age 14, was orphaned when his mother 
died. (His father, James Moore had passed away a decade before.) Andrew 
Carothers was named the lad's guardian. For the next three years Johnston lived 
with his aunt, Elizabeth Johnston McLanahan. But when he was 17 he moved 
into the Carothers household while he attended Dickinson College, of which 
Carothers had been a trustee since 181 4. 

Johnston attended the college from 1826 until 1828. The college was then 
under the leadership of the Reverend Or. William Neill, a graduate of Princeton 
College and a former moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, and the faculty included the Rev. Joseph Spencer, the rector of St. 
John's Episcopal Church in Carlisle, the only non-Presbyterian faculty member. 
Under the strict Presbyterian rules of the college, dancing and parties we re for
bidden. Spencer, the only faculty member living on camp us, was given the 
challenging task of disciplining the students, who were becoming "coarse and 
rude." When the students raided his rooms at the college and destroyed his 
clothes, Spencer left his accommodations in 1828. Other acts of vandalism 
resulted in the dismissal of several students from the school. It was in this year 
that the students approached the college authorities requesting that a "ball al
ley" be constructed for their free time use. Hoping to redirect the student's 
energies, the trustees paid for two-thirds of the ball alley costs and the students 
the other third in March of 1828. 

The faculty saw the ball alley as a discipline tool. They decided that the ball 
alley was to be visited only by students who were in good standing. Unfortu
nately, Johnston Moore was not one of these . The faculty minutes of May 15, 
1828, note that an inquiry ascertained that Johnston Moore of the junior class 
did "wantonly and deliberately break a large window sash of the end of one of 
the college entries. On motion resolved, that he is hereby suspended indefi
nitely and that his guardian be earnestly requested to have him removed from 
the neighborhood of the College as speedily as possible, and pay the bill of 
damages, so soon as repairs are made." 

Apparently Carothers was not successful at keeping Johnston away from his 
friends at the ball alley. On August 18, 1828 , the faculty minutes note that 
"Whereas Johnston Moore, who has been in a state of suspension for some time 
has been of late in the habit of visiting college and joining in the amusements of 
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the campus; & whereas he has recently insulted in a very gross manner, by the 
use of foul and profane language, an officer of college, in the discharge of offi
cial duty; It was resolved that he be reponed to the Board ofTrustees as deserv
ing discipline." The Board ofTrustees minutes of August 20 reco rd that Johnston 
Moore's actions and co nduct were reviewed and that he was suspended from 
the college for misconduct. 

Johnston Moore left college and is said to have lived quietly thereafter in the 
management of his estate that had been left to him by his grandfather and 
great-grandfather. H e pursued his favorite sports of hunting and fishing. In 
1836 he m arried Mary Veasey Parker, daughter of Andrevv's colleague Isaac Parker, 
and moved into a large hom e th at , with its surrounding lands, he called 
Mooreland. Mary and Johnston had six daughters and three so ns.2 1 

Regardl ess of the juvenile impropriety of his ward , Andrew Carothers must 
have managed to recover from his embarrassment by the time he was elected 
pres ident of the board of trustees of Dickinson College the following yea r. 22 

The fo ur years of his pres idency of the board of the college were a period of 
great struggle and decline for the trustees and faculty. It would turn out to be 
the last years that the Presbyteri an C hurch could call the college its own. The 
faculty were often frustrated with each other, and by their lack of control over 
the studen ts. After many crises among students and facul ty, the college closed 
in 1832, and the Board ofTrustees in April turned control of the college and its 
proper ty over to the Methodist C hurch Y In a letter to the Baltimore Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church the trustees present pledged to 
res ign if the Conference wo uld arrange for the continuance of the college with 
a new board of trustees. 24 By June of th at year the trustees had their answer that 
the Conference wo uld take charge of the college and accep t the provisions se t 
forth by the current trustees . On June 6, 1833, Carothers presided over his last 
trustee mee ting, and Bishop Emory of the Baltimore Conference was intro
duced to the board. The current board members res igned as promised that day, 
and were replaced by nominees of the Methodist C hurch. 25 

That evening Andrew painstakingly wrote his own letter of resignation to 
the Board ofTrustees of Dickinson College. H e wrote: 

I hereby res ign my offi ce ofTrustee of this Board, which I request you to 

accept, and whi ch will conseq uently vacate the office of President of the 
Board , that I have had the honor to ftll-

I take this occasion to express m y grateful acknowledgement for the 
constant support I have uniformly experienced, and my thanks fo r the kind 
indulgences at all times extended towards my many imperfec tions in the 
di scharge of the duti es that devolved on me as pres iding officer of the 
Board-

The prospec t now presented of saving this institution aga in res uscitated 
under the mos t favo rab le influences and circumstances to secure its ex ten
sive usefuln ess and independent and permanent endowment affo rds me 
ve ry great pleasure; and for its entire success I beg leave to express and 
reco rd my bes t wishes-AC26 

Andrew was ordained an elder on October 19 , 1834 in the First Pres byterian 
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Church C arlis le . He w as able to serve for little more than a year when ill h ea lth 
ca used him to res ign . 

Andrew Carothers died on July 27, 1836, a t the age o f 58 afte r months of 
slow w eakening of his already feeble body. The Carlisle Herald and Peny Adver
tiser noted his d eath : 

It h as seldom been the business of the Press to announce the loss o f so 
much worth as di ed with him whose memory is the obj ect of this tribute. 
On W ednesday, the 27 th of the month go ne by, A ndrew Caro thers Esq ., an 
ines timable citizen of Carlisle, and the o ldes t m ember o f irs ba r, closed a 
life of singular p rob ity and usefuln ess in rhe fifty- ninth year of his age. 

With no unusual brilliancy of parts and with the di sad vantage o f a late 
beginning, h e early m ade his way to competence and di stinction . The po ints 
which m arked it a t maturity and at the close. T he sam e singleness o f pur
pose, the same benevolence of intention , and the sam e lo fty concepti on o f 
honour, attended him throughout. - It was these that di stingui sh ed him in 
his profess io n and it was these that distinguished him in the under fo rms of 
the g rammar school. The w riter of thi s notice had amply o pportuni ty to 
appreciate him there. As a lawyer hi s lea rning was comprehensive, hi s judge
ment clear; and hi s elocutio n, tho ugh no t impress ive, was logical and effec
tive . In practi ce, he had recourse to the m achinery o f the law but w hen 
offers o f adjustment had been m ade in vain . In po liti cs he was no r a parti 
san, but a republican . Acknowledging no superi o r but the laws, he was an 
uncompromising foe to despo ti c rul e w heneve r fo und- in an individual or 
in the millio ns, in a prince o r in a peo ple-and he was instincti vely averse 
from those who wo uld loosen the found ations of property and jeop ard the 
ri ghts which our fo refathers attempted to secure to us-A steadfas t belief 
in the truth of revelat ion , sustained him through years o f bodily infirmi ty; 
and a life o f unpretending piety, graced the chu rch in w hose a rms he was 
buried. 

The sweet remembrance of the just 
Shaff flourish whm he sleeps in dust. 27 

The Herald a lso printed the resolution of the m embe rs of the C umberl and 
County Bar A sso cia tion, as foll ow s: 

That the Bar lea rn w ith since re so rrow and reg ret, rhe d ecease of a es
teem ed fe llow citizen , who has so long merited o ur indi vidual co nfidence, 
respect and es teem ; and whom we have so long been acc usto med to rega rd , 
as an example of unblemished integrity in the pursuits o f life, o f fa ithful
ness, and ability in his profess io nal avocations, and o f unririn g ass idui ty in 
the discharge of du ty. 

His legal attainments we re o f a high o rder, and few individuals have 
m ore unifo rmly m anifes ted a since re endeavor to promo te rhe prosperity 
o f hi s country, and the good of his fellow citize ns; and few still a t the Bar 
have show n more co urtesy and kindness to irs yo unge r m embe rs. 

We trusted tha t he would long have been spa red to co n tribute to the 
welfare of those around him; but it has pleased divine Provide nce in his 
inscrutable w isdom to rem ove him from this life, while ye t in the vigo r of 
hi s intellectual fac ulti es, and in the m idst o f hi s arduous duties. It is no 
little co nso la tion to all his fri ends, that he lived, and di ed , res ting o n the 
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faith of the Christian, and resigned to the will of his Heavenly Father. 
This Bar desirous of manifesting their regard and esteem for the de

ceased do further unanimously resolve, 
T hat we sincerely sympathize with his relations in this trying bereave

ment and will artend his funeral in a body tomorrow at 12 o'clock. 
Resolved, That the members of the B<J.r, will wear crepe on the left arm, 

for thirty days , as a token of respect to the deceased.28 

Additionally, the students of law of the town, many of whom had studied in 
Carothers' office or were currently students there, passed a similar resolution in 
his m emory. The resolution committee was chaired by Andrews G. Currin, 
who would beco m e years later governor of the state of Pennsylvania. 

On July 4, 1836, Andrew's last will and testament was filed in the court
house. His executor was his former student and son of his teacher, Frederick 
Watts. His will was witnessed by Alfred Foster, a highly regarded medical doc
tor in Carlisle, and his former ward Johnston Moore. 

Carothers' landholdings were extensive-nearly a full column of the news
paper was required to list his properties that were to be auctioned. 
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Newville as It Is [1858] 
Edited by Angela R. Shears 

On November 25, 1858 the Newville weekly newspaper, The Valley Star, pub
lished the first installment of a history and description of the village. It was 
entitled "Newville as it Was, and as it Is," and its author was identified simply as 
"A Citizen of Newville ." The first essay, on early history, was received with so 
much interest and applause that the entire printing of the issue was quickly sold 
out, and the printer had to reprint it. Each week thereafter another chapter in 
Newville's history appeared, drawn from such published works as I. Daniel Rupp's 
History ... of Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Bedford, Adams and Perry Coun
ties (Lancaster, 1846), the published Colonial Records and Pennsylvania Archives, 
and from local tradition and memory. These historical chapters continued 
through February 17 under the sub-heading of "Newville as it Was," and on 
February 24 the author published the first of several chapters on "Newville as it 
Is," that is, in 1858-59. "Citizen of Newville," without comment or farewell, 
ended his account of the village in the issue of March 31, 1859. Three month 
later, on July 26, "Subscriber" in a letter to the editor asked what had become of 
the history of the churches of Newville that the historian had promised. "I for 
one would very much like to peruse the sketches to the end," he wrote; and 
suggested that all the sketches be published as a book-which "will command a 
handsome price," as every citizen of Newville would buy one or two copies. 
This suggestion was warmly seconded by the editor of the paper as "the only 
proper way to preserve the early history of our town and neighborhood." He 
hoped that the citizens of Newville would "insist" that the author publish the 
sketches in book form . 

Whether the author resisted these urgings or expense was prohibitive or for 
some other reason, "Newville as it Was and as it Is" was never published as a 
book. In this issue of Cumberland County History, however, "Newville as it Is" 
[in 1858] is reprinted, and a future number of the journal will offer the histori
cal chapters of"Newville as it Was." 

Typographical errors and redundant punctuation have been silently corrected 
or eliminated. 

NEWVILLE As IT Is 
1859-We are done with the records of the past. We had endeavored to 

collect everything of note; perhaps we have omitted some things that would 
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have been of interest; if we have done so we were ignorant of them. We would 
have received with pleasure any facts connected with the history of our village, 
from those who have seen Newville as it was, years before the Compiler and any 
knowledge of our town. We have made use of some olden memories, without 
which our sketches would have wanted that interest that would commend them 
to the general reader. We would acknowledge our indebtedness to Rupp's His
tory of the Five Counties, Archives of Pennsylvania, Colonial Records, Gazette 
of Pennsylvania for 1830, Trustees Book of the Presbyterian Church of 1788, 
etc, and any other source from which we may have derived information. 

Population of Newville in 1859, 1001, number of families, 170, averaging 
about six persons to each, who have consumed on an average in the year 1858. 

Butter-31250 lbs. at a cost of $5000.00 
Lard-1825 " " " 812.50 
Flour-1157 barrels " 5612.50 
Pork and Poultry, 1000 lbs. 9181.00 
Potatoes and Vegetables 4225.00 
Fruits and articles nor mentioned above 2850.00 
Milk and Cheese 1050.00 
Corn, Oars and Buckwheat 1000.00 
Tallow 1000.00 
Hay and Straw 812.00 
Beef-14400 lbs. at a cost of 8640.00 
Calves and Sheep-3000 lbs. 150.00 
Wood-No. Cords 850 1400.00 
The aggregate Amount, $30,763.00 

A sum sufficiently large to erect a good Market House . We think no better 
investment could be made by rhe Borough, than by erecting a Marker House
say at a cost of from $1800 to $2000-leaving the stalls free and charging the 
very small tax of 1/ 2 per cent on all sales-which the Borough has a legal right to 
do even now, in the absence of a Market house, which would amount to $159.86, 
paying 14 per cent on the amount invested, leaving a balance sufficiently large 
to meet all the contingent expenses. We hope the Council will make a note of 
this. Marketing is actually higher in Newville than in Carlisle; take for example, 
Tomatoes, which sold in Newville last fall for 87 112 at the same time a better 
article sold in Carlisle market for 50 and 62 1/2 cents . We need competition, and 
then we will get marketing of a good quality, and at reasonable price. 

Value of Real Estate in 1859, $109,955 
Money at interest and occupied. [No figure given] 

Number of persons variously employed: 14 Shoemakers; 1 Cobbler; 3 Black
smiths; 12 Tanners; 4 Saddlers; 2 Oyster-men; 3 Millers; 1 Dentist; 12 
Brickmakers; 11 Cabinet and Chair Makers; 6 Tinners, 3 Tailors; 12 Seam
stresses; 6 Butchers; 20 Carpenters; 4 Physicians; 2 Lawyers; 4 House-painters ; 
3 Drygood stores; 3 Drug stores; 1 Grocery; 1 Hardware; 2 Brick Yards; 3 
Saddle Shops; 3 Cabinet shops; 5 Shoemaker shops; 5 Blacksmith shops; 3 
Tinners and dealers in stoves and hollow ware; 2 Livery stables; 1 Bank; 1 Acad-
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emy; 4 Common-schools; 1 Normal school; 5 Churches; 1 Town-hall; 1 Fire 
Company; 2 Coach shops; 1 Wagon shop; 2 Literary Societies; 3 Hotels; 1 
Jeweler; 1 Hat store; 1 Shoe store; 1 Barber shop; 2 Eating saloons; 2 Printing 
Offices. 

The Pionea-This was the title of the first paper ever established in Newville.' 
The first number made its appearance, July 2nd, 1842. This paper after a few 
issues, expired, leaving a good many subscribers minus 50 cents. This being 
paid in advance. 

Valley StaJ:-This paper has been published for three months; we predict 
that it will not share the same fate as its predecessor. The first number was 
issued November 25, 1858, presenting quite a fine mechanical appearance; its 
columns being filled with the latest news, facts and fancies for all classes of 
readers-showing clearly that the editor "knows how to do it ." The Star is 
published every Thursday, at One Dollar a year invariably in advance. The Star 
is an admirable newspaper for the family circle, taking no part in politics
advocating no religious creed, but inculcating pure morality makes it a desir
able journal. To all who wish a good family paper, we would recommend the 
Valley Stm: 

The Native. This is a political sheet, 32 columns, and desperately American 
in sentiment. Terms: Fifty Cents per annum, in advance; published semi-monthly. 
Persons wishing a paper that says what suits the publishers , without the fear of 
man before their eyes, we would advise them to "go the Native." 
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The following is the amount of sales, and the amount of their products of the 
several articles of manufacture for 1858: 

Boots and Shoes $ 7,800 
Blacksmith Work 2,400 
Tanneries 1 ,600 
Dry goods, Groceries, Hardware and Drugs 122,430 
Carriages, Wagons, &c. 8,500 
Cabinet-work, Chairs, &c. 3,500 
Tin-ware, Stoves and Hollow-ware 5,100 
Brick, 7, 1 00 
Saddlery, Harness, &c., [No figure given] 
Miscellaneous, Bonnets, Trimmings, &c. 950 
Tailors' work and Merchant Tailoring 2,500 
Huckstering, &c., 4,200 
Making in the aggregate the sum of $ 2800.102 

The above amount is the business done in the Borough; we take into consid
eration, that the nearest trade is without the borough, and not enclosed in the 
above calculation-although legitimately belonging to it. The amount of trade 
is certainly very satisfactory. A great deal of the trade properly belonging to 
Newville is concentrated at the Depot. This point not being in the Borough, we 
did not feel warranted in including the statistics of this trade with the figures we 
have computed for the borough alone. Before we close, we give the trade, popu
lation, &c. of the suburbs of Newville . When we consider that we have a large 
Paper mill, two Ware-houses, an extensive Distillery, Barrel Factory, Foundry 
and Machine Shop, just outside the borough limits, and not included in our 
estimate, we think the business of Newville may be envied by towns in the 
County professing to have twice the population. 

Rea, Gracy & Co.-This Banking-house has not closed their books for the 
years 1858 and 1859.3 [February 24, 1859] 

IMPROVEMENTS-1858 and 1859. We have come to the most pleasant 
part of our duty as the compiler of Newville as it is. Every citizen of Newville 
must view with pleasure, the improvements going on in every direction. At last 
we have awoke from our "Rip Van Winkle Sleep." The fence that.has surrounded 
Newville for so many years, has been removed. The old rusty "halloe square" is 
beginning to see daylight. Buildings are going up with surprising rapidity, giv
ing our town the appearance of activity in building, that heretofore was known 
only to Western towns. We can safely say, that there are more buildings in the 
course of erection at this time, than there is in any other town in the county. 

In 1856, the Messrs, Ahls laid off in lots, streets and alleys, the tract of land 
between the borough and Depot, North side of the road [Newton]; previous to 
this, it was impossible to get a building lot in Newville, nor could lots be pur
chased near the Borough. Railroad street has been changed to Parsonage street,4 

commencing at the Presbyterian Church, passing through the lot of]udge Dock's, 
through the tract laid out by Ahls, it taps the Shippensburg road. The other 
streets in Ahls' addition are as follows: Fairfield and Railroad streets . 
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Since the disposal of the lots, the following number of houses have been 
erected, and in the course of erection: 10 on Parsonage street; 5 on Railroad 
street; 3 on Fairfield stree t. Next Summer will witness still greater activity in 
buildings, as we hear already of several under contract to be commenced early 
in the Spring. We predict that the population in 1865. will be double of what it 
is at present. If 60 houses could be erected between this and Spring, they could 
be rented advantageously, paying a fair per centage on the amount invested. 
One of our business men is compelled the coming year to take his family to 
Carlisle until he can erect a house. A great many families must leave town in the 
Spring, for the want of houses. Houses in town that would hardly bring four 
hundred dollars, rent for $60 and $75. Mechanics doing business in town have 
been compelled to rent or build houses, at such a distance from their place of 
trade as to seriously incommode them. There is but one whole lot on Main 
street not occupied. Indeed, the price the few halflots that might be built upon, 
makes one think of Chestnut street, Philadelphia, or Broadway, New York. The 
figures asked for a half lot, 30 by 180 feet, would reduce a common "pile" to 
such an extent, that very little would be left to improve with. No better invest
ment could be made than erecting buildings for offices, shop-rooms. Rooms 
adapted to these purposes, command high rents without being very desirable, 
in point of size or location. 

The site of Newville, as it is, covers but 88 acres, and some perches-on this 
there is a population of200 1 [1 001 ?]-consequently the houses are built com
pactly. Main street presenting quite a business appearance. 

LITERARY HALL-This building is situate on the corner of High and Par
sonage streets. 5 This Hall is not only beautiful, but commodious, for the pur-

LITERARY H ALL, about 1920. Photograph by Maynard J. Hoover. Cumberland County 
Historical Society 
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pose for which it was built. Literary Hall was built in the years 1854 and 1855. 
at a cost of abo ut $ 10,000 for site, cost of its erection and furniture-its dimen
sions are 70 feet on High street and 40 on Parsonage street, 3 stories high. First 
story is divided into three rooms, hight [sic] of story 9 feet; second story is a hall 
38 by 60-height [sic] of 14 feet and one inch in the clear; third story, hall 40 
by 70, same hight as second story, gallery at the South end, and stage at the 
North end. T his hall is furnished with ninety settees , sixty, eight feet in length, 
and thirty 12 1/2 feet in length , six fine cherry desks, speaker's desk, one dozen 
chairs, carpet for stage. The window blinds are fourteen in No., of a beautiful 
design, painted expressly for Literary Hall. Six hundred persons can be com
fortably seared in the second hall.-Connected with the first hall there are two 
retiring rooms, a ticket office . The gro unds adjoining the hall are fitted up in 
stalls and sheds, used for stock at the annual Fairs of the Big Spring Literary 
Institute. No Fair was held in 1858, on acco unt of the low state of the funds of 
the Institute. Literary Hall was erected by the Big Spring Institute. The build
ing was sold one year ago to Mr. John Diller, fears being entertained that it 
might pass in to the hands of those who would not be scrupulous in using it for 
purposes foreign to the original design of the founders-induced a company of 
gen tlemen in this place to purchase it, so that we may now consider Literary 
Hall a permanent institution; [in] pass ing, we would remark th at Literary H all , 
is the most commodious in the interior of Pennsylvania, and presen tly exter
nally, as fine appearance as any building in Cumberland county, not excepting 
the county buildings. 

RESOLUTION ENGINE HOUSE6-This building is on Main stree t. 16 
x 25 feet, two stories. First sto ry is occupied by the Resolution Fire Apparatus. 
The Hall above, is used for the meetings of the Company and Town Counci l. 
Cost of building $ 1050 . 

PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDINGS-The Schools of the borough are graded 
and occupy buildings expressly adapted to school purposes. These buildings are 
situate on Parsonage street, and stand in the centre of a beautiful shaded cam
pus, of about one half acre. One of these buildings was erected in the year 
[1858], dimensions, 56 feet front, 52 in depth, hight of stairs 9 feet, containing 
4 school- rooms, furnished with modern desks, each desk being used by two 
scholars-cost $ 1500. [March 10, 1859] 

A new building adjoining the old one, is occupied this session for the first 
time . Dimensions as follows, front on Parsonage st., 38ft., 9 in ., depth 28 ft., 
sto ries, 11 ft. T his building is roofed with slate, cost $2000. There are two 
school rooms in this building, furnished with desks, finished in imitation of 
walnut, supported by iron stands, at a cost of $300. With each desk there are 
two chairs, supported the same as the desk. The arrangements for heat and 
ventilation are perfect on the whole. This school building is as nearly perfect in 
all its arrangements as any in the State, far surpassing any in this co unty. A great 
many persons have visited these rooms, all agreeing that everything that would 
condu ce to the comfort of the schools had been done. The worthy Directors are 
entitled to the thanks of parents who regard the health of their children para-
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SC!-!OOL H ousE, NEWVILLE. Photograph by Maynard J. Hoover. Cumberland Co unry 
Hisro rical Sociery 

mount to a small increase in the school tax. The commendab le zeal displayed 
by the Newville directors is worthy of imitation. We take the following from 
the report of the State Superintendent concerning the Newville schools: No. of 
schools, 4; average number of months taught, 6, (previous to the establishment 
of the Model Schools, the Common School session was 9 months-now they 
close 2d week in March, the buildings being occupied from Apri l1 to July 1, by 
the Model department of the Normal School, this acco unts for rhe schools 
being open bur 6 months .-Compiler.) Male reachers, 2, female do. 2, salaries 
of males, $35 per month; salaries of females, $22.50; male scholars 105; female 
do . 93; average number attending school, 134, cost of teaching each schol ar per 
month, 63 crs; amount of tax levied for school purposes, $800.97; received 
fro m State appropriation $89 .30; received from collection of school tax, $726.18; 
cost of instruction, $690; fuel and contingencies, $61.13; cost of repairing &c., 
$70.66. The above is rhe es timate for '57-'58 . and does nor include the rax 
levied for rhe new school building. 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY NORMAL SCHOOL-This institution was 
opened for the reception of pupils, April 8, 1857, for a term of rhree months. 
Design-we quote from rhe circular of rhe Schoo l: "The Board of Trustees, 
composed of one Directo r from each school district in C umberland co unty, 
have established the School wirh rhe design rhar irs reachers may be properly 
trained and qualified in rhe different branches necessary for a proper prosecu
tion of their profess ional duties, and to furnish as far as possible, a model of a 
well-organized and efficiently conducted school, and to all others who may 
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desire to attend, and to prepare themselves for other positions in life." 
Buildings-The School occupies Literary Hall, which affords ample room 

for hall , recitations rooms , &c. 
Furniture-The Normal School Furniture is of the most approved kind; cherry 

desks, suitable for two; chairs of the same description. The general recitation 
room seats 100 students. Cost of desks and chairs , $75 0 . 

Apparatus-The School is provided with a complete set of Mechanical, Philo
sophical, and Astronomical Apparatus and Charts , at a cost of some $740. 

Model Schools-There are three Model Schools connected with the Normal 
School, open at all times for visitation.-The Normal students are frequently 
called upon to take part in the management of the Model department. No. of 
students in attendance the first session of 3 months-Normal department 86. 
No. in Model Schools, 200, instructors, 7.-Second sess ion, 5 months-No. 
of students in Normal department, 96; in Model Schools, 250; instructors, 9. 
The next session will open April 1, 1859, to continue 5 months. 

BIG SPRING ACADEMY.7-The Academy building was erected in 1853; 
is built of brick, 3 stories high, contains recitation rooms, apartments for stu
dents, &c. A large campus surrounds the building-Some fine forest trees have 
been allowed to remain in the Academy grounds, making it a cool and delight
ful summer retreat-The situation is at the foot of Main st., and just beyond 
the borough limits . No. of students at present, 30. Principal-W. R. Linn, 
A.M. 

EVERETT LITERARY ASSOCIATION.-The object of this Society is for 
mental improvement in composition and debate-Meetings every Tuesday 
night-open to the public. 

INDEPENDENT CLUB-Literary and dramatic association-meetings pri
vate-exhibitions every three months. The performance of this club is always 
accompanied with appropriate costumes, scenery and stage requisites . 

I.O.O.F.-Conodoguinet Lodge. 8-Hall, corner of Main and Corporation 
sts. M eeting every Monday evening. 

BIG SPRING BRASS BAND.-This Band consists of twelve members, all 
excellent musicians. They have two sets of instruments-Cornet and Army. 
Meet every Friday. Room No 3, Literary Hall. 

[Note-Owing to the crowded sta te of our columns, we are compelled to 
defer the co ncluding chapter of"Newville as it Is ," until next week.-Ed. Star. 

[March 24, 1859] 

NEWVILLE STRING BAND-Five members . A great deal of musical taste 
is displayed by this Band in their selections and performances. 

Newville is decidedly a musical place . We have pianos, melodeons, guitars, 
&c, &c, and quite a number of our citizens are good performers on these differ
ent instruments. Music is taught in our public schools, with melodeon accom
paniments. We have also a Music establishment, where can be found Chickering 
Pianos, Prince Melodeons, &c. &c, with a larger selection of sheet music than 
can be found in any other establishment in the county-In short, "Newville as 
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it Is" is "some." 
NEWVILLE AND ITS SUBURBS.-We have heretofore refrained from 

saying anything of what might be considered part of Newville, although not in 
the borough. Newville, like all other towns, has irs suburbs. On the so uth-west 
we have Newtown, with a population of nearly 1 00; at the depot we have two 
extensive forwarding houses, a foundry, paper mill 40x60 feet, 4 stories high, 
the buildings belonging to the R.R. Co., a hotel, distillery, a number of other 
houses . Part of Main street is without the borough, the Spring being the line.
We may say there are 300 within less than a half mile of Newville, who are not 
counted in the population, and yet they form a part and parcel of it. 

BIG SPRING.-This beautiful stream rises about a mile north-west of 
Stoughsrown, passing by Newville, falling into the Conodoguinet one mile be
low town-its length being four miles. This stream affords ample water power 
to 5 flouring mills, 9 2 distilleries, 1 paper mill, 2 saw mills, and 1 plaster mill. A 
great many persons resort to this spring in the summer months, to angle for 
trout, of which delicious fish there is an abundance. 

McFARLAND'S CAVE.-This natural curiosity is about 1/4 mile west of 
Newville. The entrance is by a perpendicular shaft of about 12 or 15 feet. The 
interior of the cave is divided into several chambers, which, when seen by torch 
light, present quite a fascinating appearance. The ceiling of the rooms is beauti
fully studded with fantastic formations, caused by the water constantly drip
ping. There is a well in this cave that was believed to be bottomless (that is, its 

LAUGHLIN MILL, BIG S!'R!NG, NEWVILLE. Cumberland County Historical Society 
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S ULPHUR SPRING, D oUBLING GAP, NEW\1/LLE, about 1885. C umberland Co un ty 
Historical Society 
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o ther end was in China-this accounrs for a great number of C hina pigs we 
have in our borough .) This well has been explored, and found to have a bo((om , 
although at a great distance from the m outh . 

There is a tradition connected with this cave: we will no t vouch for the tru th 
of it, although it is generally believed to be a fact. Som e 75 years ago there was 
in th is cave a perfect bust of a m an, life-s ize, form ed by the dripping wa ter.-A 
curiosity man being in this vicinity, gathering toge ther the wonderful , visited 
the cave-see ing the bust, he determined to possess it, and accordingly waited 
on M r. Robert McFarland , and offered him quite a liberal sum for it . M r. 
McFarland refused to allow it to be removed from the cave . T he same night the 
wonder-seeker repaired to the cave, sawed the bust from its base and left for 
parts unknown, taking the bust with him . 

C.VR.R. DEPOT-This depot is a 1/4 mile from town. A good gravel walk 
has been co nstructed from town to the D epot. 

TH E WHITE SULPHUR AND C HALYB EATE SPRI NGS.-These 
Springs are 8 miles from N ewville, open for visitors from June 1st. Fo ur large 
ho tels have been erected by the proprietor, Sco(( Coyle, Esq . T hese hotels are 
each 3 stories h igh and 75 fee t long. The fo llowing is an analys is of the Springs, 
by Prof. Jas . C. Booth : 

"The odor of Su lphuretted H ydrogen, perceived at some distance fro m the 
Spring imparts to this water the peculiar properties of Sulphur Springs. Beside 
this ingredienr, I find the water contains Carbonate of Soda and of Magnesia, 
G lauber's Salt, Epsom Salt , and C ommon Salt, ingredients which give it an 
increased value. After removing the excess of carbonic acid which it co ntains, it 
gives an alkaline reaction ." 

T he C halybeate water readily yields a precipitate after aballition [sic] or co n
tinued exposure has expelled the excess of carbonic acid. Beside the bicarbonate 
of Iron , which is its chief characteristic, it also contains Epsom Salt, C ommon 
Salt , and Carbonate of M agnesia. [March 3 1, 1859] 

C uMBERLAND \1/JLLEY RA tLROIID SuiT/ON, NEWVILLE, about 19 10. Photog raph by Maynard 
J. Hoover. Cumberland Valley Historical Society. 
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Notes 
1. No copy of The Pioneer has been found. 

In 1846 the publisher of rhe Centml En
gine moved his paper to Newvi ll e, bur 
rhe change was nor followed by success. 
The Valley Star began publication in 
Newvill e in 1858; irs editor was J. M. 
Miller. Irs name was changed in 1881 to 
rhe Valley Times. In 1885 the Star merged 
with the Ente1prise, which had been es
tablished at Oakville in 187 1. Now 
known as rhe Valley Times-Stm; rhe pa
per is published at Shippensburg. The 
Native was a sho rr-lived organ of rhe 
Native American Parry, or Know-Norh
mgs. 

2. The figures are printed here as published , 
bur they are nor accurate, as a check of 
rhe addit ion will show. 

3. Rea, Gracey & Co. (or Newvill e Deposit 
Bank, 1859), located on Big Spring Av
enue, was rhe first bank in Newvill e, and 
became rhe First Nationa l Bank of 
Newvill e in 1863. A member of rhe Rea 
family was later a founder of rhe Rea & 
Derick drug stores. 

4 . This is incorrect. Railroad Street was re
nam ed Big Spring Avenue. 

5. Literary Hall has been rhe office of rhe 
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Farmers Nationa l Bank since 192 1. 
_6. An engine named "Resolu tion" was pur

chased in 1848 . A Friendship Fire Com
pany is mentioned in 1840, and was or
ganized in 1874 . Is this the Friendship 
Hose Company which occupied a build
ing on East Main Srreer from 1857 to 
1916? 

7 . Big Spring Academy, formerly Linnwood 
Academy, operated until 185 7 . lr was 
subsequently an inst irution for young 
ladies. 

8 . Founded 1846. 
9 . McCracken's mill (I 784), razed 1960; 

Piper's mill (ca . 17 63) , ra ze d 1930; 
Irwin's mill (operated until 1935), razed 
1940; Laughlin's Mill (before 1763), so ld 
to Newvi ll e Water Company 1896, still 
operating; Ginter's mi ll (ca . 17 80s), 
ceased operations 1935 . McFarland 's 
mill , located at rh e west end of rhe vil
lage nea r Green Ridge Village, operated 
as a flour mill from I 765 to about 1825; 
subsequently as a paper mill , and at rhe 
turn of the century as a knitt ing mill ; 
destroyed by fire 1950; now rhe sire of 
Green Ridge Vill age Retirement Com
munity. 



A Traveller in the County, 1802 
Franfois Andre Michaux 

Franc;ois Andre Michaux, botanist and silviculturist, a traveller in America, and 
author of a work on the forest trees of North America, first came to America in 
1787 with his father, Andre, who established two nurseries in the young United 
States and proposed an exploration of the Missouri River and the American 
West in 1793, ten years before the expedition of Lewis and Clark. Young Michaux 
accompanied his father to Charleston, where one of the nurseries was planted, 
but returned to France in 1789. There he studied medicine and became in
volved in the revolutionary events of the time. In 1801 he was sent out to 
America to sell the nurseries his father had established, and while there he made 
the journey west of the Allegheny Mountains that took him to Carlisle. His 
Voyage a !'ouest des Monts Alleghanys .. . was published at Paris in 1804, and was 
translated into English the next year. 

Returning to France from a third visit to America in 1809, Michaux pre
pared and published in 1818-19 a three-volume work entitled The North Ameri
can Sylva, or a Description of the Forest Trees of the United States, Canada and 
Nova Scotia. In America both Michaux had been cordially received and helped, 
especially by members of the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia. 
They retained grateful memories of their reception, and accordingly the younger 
Michaux bequeathed the Society some 92,000 francs, whose income has con
tinued for nearly a century and a half to encourage and support research in 
silviculture and the history of forests and forestry. 

The account of Franc;ois Andre Michaux's travels to and through Cumber
land County that is printed here, is taken from his Travels to the West of the 
Alleghany Mountains . .. 1802 (London, 1805) as reprinted in Reuben G. 
Thwaites, ed., Early Western Travels, I748-1846(Cleveland, 0., 1904), III. 

I fixed my departure from Philadelphia on the 27'h ofJune 1802: I had not 
the least motive to proceed on slowly, in order to collect observations already 
confirmed by travellers who had written before me on that subject; this very 
reason induced me to take the most expeditious means for the purpose of reaching 
Pittsburgh, situated at the extremity of Ohio; in consequence of which I took 
the stage at Philadelphia, that goes to Shippensburgh by Lancaster, York, and 
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Carlisle. 1 Shippensburgh, about one hundred and forty miles from Philadel
phia, is the farthest place that the stages go to upon that road. 

It is reckoned sixty miles from Philadelphia to Lancaster, where I arrived the 
same day in the afternoon. The road is kept in good repair by the means of 
turnpikes, fixed at regular distance from each other. Nearly the whole of the 
way the houses are almost close together; every proprietor to his enclosure. 
Throughout the United States all the land that is cultivated is fenced in, to keep 
it from the cattle and quadrupeds of every kind that the inhabitants leave the 
major part of the year in the woods, which in that respect are free . Near towns 
or villages these enclosures are made with posts, fixed in the ground about twelve 
feet from each other, containing five mortises, at the distance of eight or nine 
inches, in which are fitted long spars about four or five inches in diameter, 
similar to the poles used by builders for making scaffolds. The reason of their 
enclosures thus is principally through economy, as it takes up but very little 
wood, which is extremely dear in the environs of the Northern cities; but in the 
interior of the country, and in the Southern states, the enclosures are made with 
pieces of wood of equal length, placed one above the other, disposed in a zig-zag 
form, and supported by their extremities, which cross and interlace each other; 
the enclosing appear to be about seven feet in height. In the lower part of the 
Carolines they are made of fir; in the other parts of the country, and throughout 
the North, they are comprised of oak and walnut-tree; they are said to last 
about five and twenty years when kept in good repair. 

The tract of country we have to cross, before we get to Lancaster, is exceed
ingly fertile and productive; the fields are covered with wheat, rye, and oats, 
which is a proof that the soil is better than that between New York and Phila
delphia. The inns are very numerous on the road; in almost all of them they 
speak German. My fellow travellers being continually thirsty, made the stage 
stop at every inn to drink a glass or two of grog. This beverage, which is gener
ally used in the United States, is a mixture of brandy and water, or rum and 
water, the proportion of which depends upon the person's taste. 

Lancaster is situated in a fertile and well-cultivated plain. The town is built 
upon a regular plan; the houses, elevated two stories, are all of brick; the two 
principal street are paved as at Philadelphia. The population is from four to five 
thousand inhabitants, almost all of German origin;" and various sects; each to 
his particular church; that of the Roman Catholics is the least numerous. The 
inhabitants are for the most part armourers, hatters, saddlers, and coopers; the 
armourers of Lancaster have been long esteemed for the manufacturing of rifle
barrelled guns, the only arms that are used by the inhabitants of the interior 
part of the country, and the Indian nations that border on the frontiers of the 
United States. 

At Lancaster I formed acquaintance with Mr. Mulhenberg, a Lutheran min
ister, who, for twenty years past, had applied himself to botany. He shewed me 
the manuscript concerning a Flora Lancastriensis. The number of the species 
described were upwards of twelve hundred. Mr Mulhenberg is very communi
cative, and more than once he expressed to me the pleasure it would give him to 
be on terms of intimacy with the French botanists; he corresponds regularly 
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with Messrs. Wildenow and Smith. I met at Lancaster Mr. W. Hamilton whose 
magnificent garden I had an opportunity of seeing near Philadelphia. This 
amateur was very intimate with my father; and I can never forget the marks of 
benevolence that I received from him and Mr. Mulhenberg, as well as the con
cern they both expressed for the success of the long journey I had undertaken. 

On the 27'" ofJune I set out from Lancaster for Shippensburgh. There were 
only four of us in the stage, which was fitted up to hold twelve passengers. 
Columbia, situated upon the Susquehannah, is the first town that we arrived at; 
it is composed of about fifty houses, scattered here and there, and almost all 
built with wood; at this place ends the turnpike road. 

It is not useless to observe here, that in the United States they give often the 
name of town to a group of seven or eight houses, and that the mode of con
structing them is not the same everywhere. At Philadelphia the houses are built 
with brick. In the other towns and country places that surround then, the half, 
and even frequently the whole, is built with wood; but at places within seventy 
or eighty miles of the sea, in the central and southern states, and again more 
particularly in those situated to the Westward of the Alleghany Mountains, one 
third of the inhabitants reside in log houses. These dwellings are made with the 
trunks of trees, from twenty to thirty feet in length, about five inches diameter, 
placed one upon another, and kept up by notches cut at their extremities. The 
roof is formed with pieces of similar length to those that compose the body of 
the house, but not quite so thick, and gradually sloped on each side. Two doors, 
which often supply the place of windows, are made by sawing away a part of the 
trunks that form the body of the house; the chimney, always placed at one of 
the extremities, is likewise made with the trunks of trees of a suitable length; the 
back of the chimney is made of clay, about six inches thick, which separates the 
fire from the wooden walls. Notwithstanding this want of precaution, fires very 
seldom happen in the country places. The space between these trunks of trees is 
filled up with clay, but so very carelessly, that the light may be seen through in 
every part; in consequence of which these huts are exceedingly cold in winter, 
notwithstanding the amazing quantity of wood that is burnt. The doors move 
upon wooden hinges, and the greater part of them have no locks. In the night 
time they only push them to, or fasten them with a wooden peg. Four or five 
days are sufficient for two men to finish one of these houses, in which not a nail 
is used. Two great beds receive the whole family. It frequently happens that in 
summer the children sleep upon the ground, in a kind of rug. The floor is raised 
from one to two feet above the surface of the ground, and boarded. They gen
erally make use of feather beds, or feathers alone, and not mattresses. Sheep 
being very scarce, the wool is very dear; at the same time they reserve it to make 
stockings. The clothes belonging to the family are hung up round the room, or 
suspended upon a long pole. 

At Columbia the Susquehannah is nearly a quarter of a mile in breadth. We 
crossed it in a ferry-boat. At that time it had so little water in it, that we could 
easily see the bottom. The banks of this river were formed by lofty and majestic 
hills, and the bosom of it is strewed with little islands, which seem to divide it 
into several streams. Some of them do no extend above five or six acres at most, 
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and still they are as lofty as the surrounding hills. Their irregularity, and the 
singular forms that they present, render this situation picturesque and truly 
remarkable, more especially at that season of the year, when the trees were in 
full vegetation. 

About a mile from Susquehannah I observed an annona triloba, the fruit of 
which is tolerably good, although insipid. When arrived at maturity it is nearly 
the size of a common egg. According to the testimony of Mr. Mulhenberg this 
shrub grows in the environs of Philadelphia. 

About twelve miles from Columbia is a little town called York, the houses of 
which are not so straggling as many others, and are principally built with brick. 
The inhabitants are computed to be upward of eighteen hundred, most of them 
of German origin, and none speak English. About six miles from York we passed 
through Dover, composed of twenty of thirty log-houses, erected here and there . 
The stage stopped at the house of one M'Logan, who keeps a miserable inn 
fifteen miles from York. That day we travelled only thirty or forty miles. 

Inns are very numerous in the United States, and especially in the little towns; 
yet almost everywhere, except in the principal towns, they are very bad, not
withstanding rum, brandy, and whiskey are in plenty. In fact, in houses of the 
above description all kinds of spirits are considered the most material, as they 
generally meet with great consumption. Travellers wait in common till the fam
ily go to meals . At breakfast they make use of very indifferent tea, and coffee 
still worse, with small slices of ham fried in the stove, to which they sometimes 
add eggs and a broiled chicken. At dinner they give a piece of salt beef and 
roasted fowls, and rum and water as a beverage. In the evening, coffee, tea, and 
ham. There are always several beds in the rooms where you sleep; seldom do 
you meet with clean sheets. Fortunate is the traveller who arrives on the day 
they happen to be changed; although an American would be quite indifferent 
about it. 

Early on the 28'h of June we reached Carlisle, situated about fifty-four miles 
from Lancaster. The town consists of about two hundred houses, a few of them 
built with brick, but by far the greatest part with wood. Upon the whole it has 
a respectable appearance, from a considerable number of large shops and ware
houses. These receptacles are supplied from the interior parts of the country 
with large quantities of jewellery, mercery, spices, &c. The persons who keep 
those shops purchase and also barter with the country people for the produce of 
their farms, which they afterwards send off to the seaport towns for exporta
tion. 

From M'Logan's inn to Carlisle the country is barren and mountainous, in 
consequence of which the houses are not so numerous on the road, being at a 
distance of two or three miles from each other; and out of the main road they 
are still more straggling. The white, red, and black oaks, the chestnut, and maple 
trees are those most common in the forests. Upon the summit of the hills we 
observe the quercus banisteri. From Carlisle to Shippensburgh the country con
tinues mountainous, and is not much inhabited, being also barren and unculti
vated. 

We found but very few huts upon the road, and those, from their miserable 
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picture, clearly announced that their inhabitants were in but a wretched state; 
as from every appearance of their approaching harvest it could only afford them 
a scanty subsistence. 

The coach stopped at an inn called the General Washington, at Shippensburgh, 
kept by one Colonel Ripey, whose character is that of being very obliging to all 
travellers that may happen to stop at his house on their tour to the western 
countries. Shippensburgh has scarcely seventy houses in it. The chief of its trade 
is dealing in corn and flour. When I left this place, a barrel of flour, weighing 
ninety-six pounds, was worth five piastres. 

From Shippensburgh to Pittsburgh the distance is about an hundred and 
seventy miles. The stages going no farther, a person must either travel the re
mainder of the road on foot, or purchase horses. There are always some to be 
disposed of; but the natives, taking advantage of travellers thus situated, make 
them pay more than double their value; and when you arrive at Pittsburgh, on 
your return, you can only sell then for one half of what they cost. I could have 
wished, for the sake of economy, to travel the rest of the way on foot, but from 
the observations I had heard I was induced to buy a horse, in conjunction with 
an American officer with whom I came in the stage, and who was also going to 
Pittsburgh. We agreed to ride alternately. 

On the morning of the 30'11 of June we left Shippensburgh, and arrived at 
twelve o'clock at Strasburgh, being a distance of ten miles. This town consists of 
about forty log-houses, and is situated at the foot of the first chain of Blue 
Ridges. The tract of country you have to cross before you get there, although 
uneven, is much better; and you have a view of several plantations tolerably well 
cultivated. After having taken a moment's repose at Strasburgh, we pursued our 
journey notwithstanding the heat, which was excessive, and ascended the first 
ridge by an extremely steep and rocky path. We reached the summit after three 
quarters of an hour's difficult walking, and crossed two other ridges of nearly 
the same height, and which follow the same direction. These three ridges form 
two little valleys, the first of which presents several small huts built on the 
declivity; in the second, which is rather more extensive, is situated a town called 
Fenetsburgh, composed of about thirty houses, which stand on both sides of 
the road; the plantations that surround them are about twenty in number, each 
of which is composed of from two to three hundred acres of woody land, of 
which, from the scarcity of hands, there are seldom more than a few acres cleared. 
In this part of Pensylvania every individual is content with cultivating a suffi
ciency for himself and family; and according as that is more or less numerous 
the parts so cleared are more or less extensive; whence it follows, that the larger 
family a man has capable of assisting him, the greater independence he enjoys; 
this is one of the principal causes of the rapid progress that population makes in 
the United States. 

This day we travelled only six-and-twenty miles, and slept at Fort Littleton, 
about six miles from Strasburg, at the house of one Colonel Bird, who keeps a 
good inn. From Shippensburgh the mountains are very flinty, and the soil ex
tremely bad; the trees of an indifferent growth, and particularly the white oak 
that grows upon the summit, and the calmia latifolia on the other parts. 
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Notes 
1. Till rhe year 1802, rhe stages rhar set our 

at Philadelphia did not go fanh er South 
than w Petersburg in Virginia, which is 
about three hundred mil es from Phila
delphia; but in rhe momh of March of 
rhar year, a new line of correspondence 
was formed berween rh e laner ciry and 
Charleswn. The journey is about a fan
night , the distance fifteen hundred mil es, 
and the fare fifty piastres. There are stages 

also berween Philadelphia, New York, 
and Boswn, as well as berween Charles
wn and Savannah , in Geo rgia, so that 
from Boswn w Savannah , a distance of 
tw elve hundred miles, perso ns may travel 
by rhe srages .-F.A. MICHAUX note. 

2 . They give the name of whiskey, in the 
United Stares, to a son of brandy made 
with rye.-F.A. MICHAUX note. 

PLAI NF IELD CLASSICAL A CADEMY 

Four miles west of Carlisle, between the Newville State Road 
and the Cumberland Valley Rail Road. 

The third session (five months) will commence on Monday, Novem
ber 1st, 1847. 

The number of students is limited, and every effort made to se
cure their moral and mental improvement, as well as their comfort 
and health. During the pas t year upwards of forty students have been 
connected with the institution. The studies embrace all that are req
uisite for College or any business or profession . Every effort will be 
ma.de to secure a continuance of patronage from the friends of edu
cation . 

References , Terms, &c., m ade known by application personally or 
by letter addressed to 

October 7, 1847 R.K. URNs 
American Voluntea; January 20, 1848 
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Historical Miscellanies 

CELEBRATING THE FouRTH, 1796 
Carlisle, July 6 

Monday last being the Anniversary of American Liberty and Independence, 
was celebrated with the usual Festivity, by th e Inhabitants of the Borough
The Volunteer corp of Light Infantry in military order proceeded to Mr. Holmes' 
Spring, where they together with a number of Citizens dined in great harmony. 

The followin g Toasts were given after dinner, followed by platoon fire. 

1. The Day. May all nations soo n celebrate a similar Epoch of their Liberties. 
2. The President of the United States, and may all future Pres iden ts emulate 

the virrues ofWashington. 
3. The Co ngress of the United States. 
4. The Governor and State of Pennsylvania. 
5. M ay the American Republic, be always distinguished by a faithful adher

ence to all Treaties, and Fortitude to repeal the infractions of any. 
6. Civil and Religious Liberty all over the world. 
7 . M ay the French Republi c manifest am ity and good faith , to all her friends , 

and Courage and Forritude against all her enemies. 
8. May Peace with her olive branch, give the signal of returning order to the 

European World. 
9. The Vice Pres ident of the United States, may his se rvices be always grate

fully remembered. 
10. Alexander H am ilton , the late secretary of the Treasury. 
11. May American Republicans always appreciate the respect due to the consti

tuted authoriti es. 
12 . Returning H ealth to Mr. Amet, the Eloquent and able advocate of national 

faith in the house of Representatives. 
13. May national probity ever be the prevailing characteri stic of republican gov

ernment. 
14 . M ay Americans be grateful for the glorious prospec t of an abundant har

vest. 
15. The arts and sc iences, and m ay future Rinenhouses arise to dignifY the 

Ameri can H emisphere. 

After which the following volunteer Toast was given by the corps of Light 
Infantry. 
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The United States and may their wise and virtuous policy for ever render 
venerable the name of Liberty 

Gibson's Island, July 4th, 17 96. 

1. The Day-and all who chearfully make it welcome. 
2. May the power which gave it birth, be communicative to all the sons of 

men. 
3. The President-or America's darling Son. 
4. The western Hero-General Wayne. 
5. May the Grand Council of the Nation be the Guardians of their Country. 
6. The heroes who fell in defence of American liberry. 
7. Peace abroad and plenty at home. 
8. Free and unembarrassed Commerce with all nations or else-
9. Agricultural and Mechanical Interest of America. 

10. May unanimity prevail in despite of hackneyed prejudices. 
11. Let all usages, whatsoever be subordinate to order. 
12. By example may the Americans be convinced, that they are not unworthy of 

the blessings they enjoy. 
13. The American Fair. 
14. May freedom, harmony, and love, reign triumphant throughout the Uni

verse. 
15. The civilization of the Aborigines of this country. 

KLine's CarLisLe Weekly Gazette, July 6, 1796. 

WHAT SHALL WE NAME THE BABY? 

The following entries are culled from the monthly list of births in The Penn
sylvania Magazine, published at Philadelphia by Robert Aitken in 177 5-76. 

George Washington was elected commander-in-chief of the Continental Army 
on June 15, 1775. William Pitt, Member of Parliament, was a champion of the 
American cause in Britain. John Hancock of Massachusetts was president of 
the Second Continental Congress in 1775. Samuel Adams, also of Massachu
setts, was leader of the Boston Sons of Liberty before the American Revolution 
and was a member of the Continental Congress . Peyton Randolph of Virginia 
was president of the First Continental Congress in 1774. Joseph Warren, a 
Boston physician and patriot, was killed at Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775. 
General Richard Montgomery was a leader of the Americans' invasion of Canada 
in 1775 and was killed at Quebec on December 31, 1775, as was his aide Cap
tain John McPherson, a young graduate of the College of New Jersey. Charles 
Lee, an English soldier of fortune, was a major general in the Continental Army 
and served at the siege of Boston in 1776. 

June 4 [1775]. A seventh son of Ebenezer Ledyard of Groten [sic], was 
baptized by the name ofWilliam Pitt. (I, 290). 

August 13. In Caecil county, a son of Mr. Elihu Hall, jun. was baptized by 
the name of John Hancock. 

- --. At Cambridge. a child of Col. Robinsons of Dorchester, was bap-
tized by the name of George Washington. (I, 394). 
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At Williamsburg, Oct. 7 . a son of Mr. Gabriel Maupin of Norfolk, baptized 
by the name of George Washington. 

At Newcastle [sic], Oct. 15, a son of Mr. Zachariah Vn. Leuvenigh baptized 
by the name of George Washington. Vincit amor patriae, immense laudumque 
cupido. (I, 490). 

[October ?] . A child of Samuel Hogdon in Boston baptized by the name of 
Samuel Adams. 

A child of Samuel Appleton, Esq; at Andover, baptized by the name of George 
Washington. 

A child of Mr. William Rose ofWilliamsburg, baptized by the name of Peyton 
Randolph. (I, 538). 

Nov. 19. At Andover, a child of Mr. Joseph Hall, baptised [sic] by the name 
of Joseph Warren, to perpetuate the memoery of the Major-General of that 
name, killed at Bunker's hill. (I , 586). 

Dec. 7. At Dunstable, a daughter of Capt. Bancroft, was baptized by the 
name of Mary Dundridge [sic], the maiden name of his excellency Gen. 
Washington's lady. (II,52). 

[February 1776] . At Stratford in Connecticut, was baptized the seventh son 
of the rev. Mr. Whetmore, by the name of Richard Montgomery, out of grateful 
respect to the immortal memory of the brave hero of that name. 

Feb. 10. At Hingham, a son of Mr. Norton Brailsford, baptized by the name 
of Charles Lee. (II, 1 04). 

March 3. In Connecticut, a son of Mr. Wakeman was baptized by the name 
of Charles Lee.-On the 24th, a son of capt. Dimon, by the name of Richard 
Montgomery; and a son of Mr. Goodsel, by the name of John M'Pherson. 

(II, 200). 
April20. At New-York, a son and daughter of Mr. Alexander Henderson by 

the names of George Washington and Martha Dandridge. (II, 204). 
Oune]. At Pequea, Mr. William Boyd had a son baptized by the name of 

Robert Washington [sic], Mr. William Wilson a son by the name of Richard 
Montgomery, and Mr. James Thomson a son by the name of John Hancock. 

(II,252). 

DEDICATION OF THE NATIONAL CEMETERY AT GETTYSBURG 

Gettysburg, Nov. 19 .-The ceremonies attending the dedication of the Na
tional Cemetery commenced this morning by a grand military and civic dis
play, under the command of Maj. General Couch. 

The line of parade was taken up at ten o'clock, and proceeded through the 
principal streets to the Cemetery, where the military formed in line, and saluted 
the President of the United States. 

At a quarter past eleven o'clock the head of the procession arrived at the main 
stand. The President and members of the Cabinet, together with the chief 
military and civic delegations, took their positions on the stand, the President 
being seated between Messrs. Seward and Everett, after a reception marked 
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with respect and perfect silence, due to the solemnity of the occasion, every 
man among the immense gathering uncovering upon his appearance. 

The military then formed in line extending around, the area between the 
stand and the military being occupied by civilians, comprising about 15,000 
people, and including men, women and children. The attendance ofladies was 
quite large. 

The military escort comprised one squadron of cavalry, two batteries of artil
lery, and a regiment of infantry, being the regular funeral escort of honor paid 
to the highest officer in the service. 

After the performance of the funeral military dirge by Birgfeld's band, an 
eloquent prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Stockton. 

Mr. Everett then commenced the delivery of his oration, which was listened 
to with marked attention throughout. The vast assemblage, gathered within a 
circle of great extent around the stand, were so quiet and attentive that every 
word uttered by the orator of the day must have been heard by them all. Nu
merous flags and banners, suitably draped, were exhibited on the stand and 
among the audience. The entire scene was one of a grandeur due to the impor
tance of the occasion. 

Among the distinguished persons on the platform were the following: Gov
ernor Bradford, of Maryland; Governor Curtin, of Pennsylvania; Governor 
Morton, oflndiana;Govenor Seymour, of New York; Governor Parker, of New 
Jersey; GovernorTod, of Ohio; Ex-Governor Dennison, of Ohio; John Brough, 
Governor-elect of Ohio; Major Generals Schenck, Stahl, Doubleday and Couch, 
Brigadier General Gibbon, and Provost Marshal General Fry. 

The President then delivered the following dedicatory speech: 
Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this conti

nent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal. [Applause.] Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can 
long endure. We are met on a general [sic! "great" ? Editor.] battle-field of that 
war; we are met to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting place of those who 
here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and 
proper that we should do this, but in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we 
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add 
or to detract. {Applause.]-The world will little note, nor long remember, 
what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. [Applause.] It is 
for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work that they 
have thus so nobly carried on. [Applause.] It is rather for us here to be dedi
cated to the great task remaining before us, that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last full mea
sure of devotion. That we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain. [Applause.] That the nation shall, under God, have a new birth of 
freedom, and that the Government of the people, by the people, and for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth . [Long applause. Three cheers given for 
the President of the United States and Governors of the States.] 
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After the delivery of this address, the dirge and benediction closed the exer
cises, and the immense assembly separated about two o'clock. 

(Carlisle) American Voluntm; November 26, 1863 

[Editor's Note: The text of Lincoln's address given here differs in some 
particulars from the final version familiar to our readers and other citizens. 
Some of these differences, though seemingly minor, affect the meaning of 
the address. ] 

The permanent company from the Carlisle Barracks left this [i. e., place
Carlisle] on Tuesday morning [November 17] to attend the dedication of the 
Gettysburg National Cemetery. 

Carlisle Herald, November 20, 1863. 

GEORGE KLI NE 
Expects in the course of a day or two, to receive a number of BOOKS, in 

addition to his former collection, among which are , 
General Washington's Letters, 2 vols. 
Ditto, Epistles 
School for Fathers, 2 vols. 
School for Widows, 2 vols . 
Sterne's Sentimental Journey, through France and Italy 
David Simple 
Lord Fitzhenry, a novel, by Miss Gunning 
The Packet. ditto ditto 
Recess, or a tale of other times, 2 vols. 
Things as they are, a new novel, by Godwin, 2 vols. 
Tom Jones, 3 vols. 
Man as he is, 2 vols. 
The fair Circassian, with plates 
Hunter of the Blood, ditto, 2 vols. 
The works of Peter Porcupine 
Martens law of Nations 
Vattels ditto do. 
American Remembrancer, 3 vols . 
Conduct through Venus 
Netley Abbey 
Moore's Monitor 
Teresa, with plates 
A variety of ladies and gentlemens pocket books 
An assortment of new Plays and Farces, Songs, &c. with a great variety of 

others-a catalogue of which will shortly be printed. 
Carlisle Gazette, July 13, 1796. 
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Book Reviews 

John H. Light, An Infantryman Remembers World Wtzr II. 
Shippensburg PA: Beidel Printing House, Inc., 1997 . vii, 157 pp. Paper
back, $10.95. 

Anyone who can close this book with a dry eye has a heart of stone. John H. 
Light, for nearly thirty years a professor of mathematics at Dickinson College, 
here shares his memories of "ground-pounding" in the European Theatre dur
ing the Second War War. Although Light grew up in Lebanon County, his 
home was a Pennsylvania Dutch farm identical in many respects to those in 
Cumberland County. His story rhus provides an analogue for experiences of 
soldiers from, say, Boiling Springs or Newville. 

Lest one balk, the memoirs of a math professor need not be dull. Light's 
account is brisk, with simple, concise-almost conversational-prose; he tells 
his tale with the same frank courage and cool charm that saw him through the 
war. There is also a sustaining gallows humor: "Our squad had six men who 
smoked and six who did not. Our first six casualties were the six men who 
smoked. (Smoking is bad for your health.)" 

Light served in the U. S. Army's 1 04th Division, the Timberwolves. He takes 
us from the farm and high school graduation to basic training in Texas and 
eventually landing in Cherbourg. From there "the night-fighting wolves" (as 
the Germans came to call the 1 04th) occupied Normandy, liberated the Low 
Countries, and entered Germany. Throughout his adventure, Light was com
forted (in the original sense) by a sense of fun and a need to pray. The scene of 
Light alternately digging a foxhole, praying, returning enemy fire, and reading 
his pocket New Testament is priceless. 

For his neighbors and students who know only the quiet, unassuming Pres
byterian elder with the patience of]ob, this remarkable book is a revelation. It is 
one thing to know vaguely that someone is a war veteran; it is another to learn 
anew exactly what that distinction means. Light spent his twentieth birthday 
preparing for the Battle of the Bulge. In the opulent peace bought with the 
sacrifices of Light and others, the average suburbanite does well to recall the 
greatest hardships one suffered at age twenty. 

This book, irresistible and captivating, should be required reading, not only 
for students of military history, but also for citizens snug in their liberty. Light's 
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surprising candor (" I always had a dull ache inside . . . until we began our hike to 
the scene of battle.") and breathtaking understatement (" Being on fire is a hor
ribl e experience.") balance the sonorous cadences of a John Keegan or the pon
derous detail of a Stephen Ambrose . His self-effac ing, matter-of-fact narrative 
will remind the television age that the war won on film by Robert Mitchum 
and John Wayne owes its victory rather to sturdy, ye t seemingly ordinary, young 
men . Now, as avuncul ar old men down the street, they say inwardly with Light, 
"I did the bes t I could ." 

Carlisle, Pa. Daniel J . Heisey 

Clarke Garrett, In Pursuit of Pleasure: 
Leisure in Nineteenth Century Cumberland County. 
Carlisle: C umberland County Historical Society, 1997. 152 pp. $37. 50. 

This engagine new book by Clarke Garrett, professor of history emeritus at 
Dickinson C ollege, opens a window onto the coun ty's social history through a 
survey of public amusements popular before 1910. Topical chapters describe 
the social dancing that fill ed private homes and outdoor pavilions (with or 
without the roller skates briefl y the rage in the 1880s); the "Spas, Resorts, and 
Trolley Parks" that once do tted the coun ty from Carlisle Springs to Mount 
Holly; the choral music that echoes through churches and theaters; the brass 
bands that paraded on holidays and performed on stage; and the other public 
performances of every description, from circuses and minstrel shows to the short 
but deep populari ty of "S ignor Blitz" and his "Learned C anary Birds," that 
passed through the area on regular circuits. Based on local newspaper accounts 
and on such ephemera as handbills, concert programs, and dance cards col
lected by the C umberland C ounty Historical Society, the Dickinson College 
Archives, and the Library Company and Free Library of Philadelphia, In Pur
suit of Pleasure evokes the complica ted texture of organized leisure activities in 
the Victo rian era. 

The volume is profusely illustrated with reproductions of advertisements and 
playbills and photographs of performers and revelers, drawn primarily from the 
Society's pri celess collec tions. W ith Garett's clearly written text and keen eye for 
the illuminating example, these images of concert venues and resort hotels , 
picnickers and pavilions evoke a real feel for the peri od. Several things immedi
ately capture the reader's attention : the size of the crowds that once thronged 
places like the Doubling G ap Hotel, the W illiams Grove Picnic Ground, or the 
Boiling Springs Park; the ubiquitous public transportation that tied these loca
tions toge ther in an era we insist on seeing as more primitive than our own; the 
vas t array of communities and social gro ups that sponsored brass bands; the 
effo rts of determined musicians such as Elizabeth C. Smead and J .B . H arry and 
energe tic churchmen such as W.B. M orrow, George Nevin Brandon, and Henry 
Ganss to harness the Ca rlisle communi ty's vocal talent and push it to new lev
els; the racism of newspaper articles that derided African-American performances 
and social outings; the abili ty of those same newspapers occasionally to rise 
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above the cultural blinders of their era and describe Black Carlislians or Indian 
School pupils in human terms. 

Apart from a few brief comments in its short introduction, In Pursuit of 
Pleasure leaves its readers to make their own connections among the diverse 
entertainments and activities so richly described. Yet serious lessons can be drawn 
from the way nineteenth-century people had fun. Their era was the period 
when, throughout the United States (indeed the Western World), the middle 
and lower classes first experienced "leisure" as a distinct category of human 
activity, as opposed to mere "rest." The emergence of this clearly defined leisure 
sphere-perhaps best epitomized by the nineteenth-century labor movement 
slogan, "Eight Hours for Work, Eight Hours for Sleep, Eight Hours for What 
We Will"-helped define the great divide berween the contemporary and the 
pre-industrial eras. So too did the ways in which those "Eight Hours for What 
We Will" increasingly came under the commercial sway of big business and 
consumerism. A hundred years ago, trolley companies built amusements at Cave 
Hill and Mount Holly to encourage paid weekend ridership. In our own day, 
conglomerates link television shows to toy stores and theme parks. Some read
ers might wish for a book that confronted more directly how all this came 
about, that explored how and why popular amusements in Cumberland County 
developed in their particular forms. Nonetheless, Garrett's work does a great 
service by bringing the pieces of the puzzle to the attention of a wide audience. 

Dickinson College Daniel K. Richter 
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Recent Acquisitions 

A Documenta1y and Genealogical Histmy of the Family of Andrew McElwain and 
Mmy Mickey of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. Wilbur J. McElwain, 1997. 
367pp; paper. $30.00 . Heritage Books, Inc. , 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, 
Bowie, MD. 20716. Phone (800) 398-7709 . 

The Flight of Red Bird, the Life ofZitlcala-Sa. Doreen Rappaport, 1997 . 1 06pp; 
paper. $ 15.99 (uncorrected proof). Dial Books, 375 Hudson Street, New 
York, NY. 10014. Phone (800) 363-2665. 

An Injant1yman Remembers World War II. John H . Light, 1997. 166pp; paper. 
$ 10.95. Beidel Printing House, Inc., 63 West Burd Street, Sh ippensburg, 
PA. 17257-0 152. Phone (717) 532-5063. 

The Irish Roots Guide. Tony McCarthy, 1991. 127pp; paper. The Lilli put Press, 
Ltd., 4 Rosemount Terrace, Arbour Hill, Dublin 7, Ireland. 

john Philip Sousa, American Phenomenon. Paul E. Bierley, 1973. 270pp; hard 
cover. Integrity Press. 

The journal of julia Singing Bea~: Jewel H. Grutman and Gay Matthaei, 1995. 
84pp; hard cover. $ 19 .95. Available from the Cumberland County Histori
cal Society. 

Limestone Legends, Papers and Recollections of the Fly Fishers' Club of Harrisburg. 
Norm Shires and Jim Gi lford, 1997. 356pp; paper. $19.95 . Stackpole 
Books, 5067 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA .. 17055. Phone (717) 796-
0411. 

The Jvfovers: the Heartland Chronicles. Nancy N. Ba.xter, 1987. 5 16pp; paper. 
$16.50. Guild Press, c/o Wordware Publishing, 1506 Capital Avenue, Plano, 
TX. 75074. Phone (972) 423-0090. 

North with Lee and jackson, the Lost Stmy ofGettysbwg. James A. Kegel, 1996. 
459pp; hard cover. $34.95. Stackpole Books , 5067 Ritter Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA. 1705 5. Phone (717) 796-0411 . 

The Original Scots Colonists of Early America, 1612-1783. David Dobson, 1995. 
370pp; hard cover. $28 .50 . Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1001 N. 
Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD. 2120 1 . 
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Passengers and Ships Prior to 1684: Penn's Colony: Volume J Walter Lee Sheppard 
Jr. , 1985. 245pp; paper. $23 .00. Heritage Books, Inc., 1540-E Pointer 
Ridge Place, Bowie, MD. 20716. Phone (301) 390-7709. 

Through Indian Eyes, the Untold Stmy of Native American Peoples. James J. Cassidy, 
Jr., 1995. Reader's Digest Association, Inc. $29.97. Phone (800) 234-9000. 

The Unde1ground Railroad: Dramatic Firsthand Accounts of Daring Escapes to 
Freedom. Charles L. Blockson, 1994. 290pp; paper. $10.00. Berkley Pub
lishing Group, 200 Madison Avenue, New York, NY. 10016. Phone (800) 
223-0510. 

Yesteiday's Shippensburg; 1995 Collector's Edition. James W. Curtis, 1995. 66pp; 
paper. $6.95. The News Chronicle. Available at the Shippensburg Histori
cal Society, 52 West King Street, Shippensburg, PA. 17257. Phone (71 7) 
532-6727. 

Christa Bassett, Librarian 

The Members of the Carlisle Library Company, are requested to 
attend their annual Meeting on Saturday the 1Oth of next month, at 
two o'clock P.M. at the Library room, for the purpose of electing 
Directors and a Librarian for the ensuing year; at which time all the 
books are to be brought in- and the annual Payment is to be made. 

By order of the Directors 

WILLIAJvl THOMSON , Librarian. 
Carlisle, Feb. 27 th 1798 

Kline's Carlisle Weekly Gazette, March 7, 1798 . 
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Publications In Print 

THE CouNTY HERITAGE SERIES 

In Pursuit of Pleasure: Leisure in Nineteenth Century 

Cumberland County ( 1997). 

Clarke Garrett $37.50 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes (1996). 

Members and Friends of the Cumberland County Historical Society. $35.00 

Cloth and Costume, 1750-1800, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania (1995). 

Tandy and Charles M. Hersh $34.95 

Taverns of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 1750-1840 ( 1994). 

Merri Lou Schaumann 

The Indian Industria/School, 1879-1918 (1993). Linda F. Witmer 

$34.95 

$29.95 

" . . . Drive the Road and Bridge the Ford. . . ". Highway Bridges of Nineteenth 

Century Cumberland County (1992) . Paul E. Gill $24.95 

Other Books 

Atlas ofCumberland County (1858, reprint 1987). 

H.F. Bridgens $30.00 

Add Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $4 for postage and handling. 

Booklets and Pamphlets 

Archibald Loudon: Pioneer Historian. William A. Hunter (1962) 

Confederate Invasion of the West Shore, 1863. 

Robert G. Crist (1963, reprint 1995) 

Three Cumberland County Woodcarvers. Milton E. Flower (1986) 

My Friend Mary Wheeler King. Ann Kramer Hoffer (1994) 

Visit of President George Washington to Carlisle, 1794 

Lenore Embick Flower (1932, reprint 1994) 

Made in Cumberland County: The First One Hundred Years. 

Cumberland County Historical Society (1991) 

Cumberland County History. Single issues, as available 

$2.00 

$6.50 

$5.00 

$3.50 

$3.50 

$5.00 

$5.00 

Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $2 for postage and handling. 

A complete list of Society publications in print is available on request . 


