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Women's Voices at the Picnic: 
Programs at Williams Grove in the 1890s 
Wttrren j. Gates 

On August 21, 1897, The Farmers' Friend and Grange Advocate, a Mechanics
burg, Pennsylvania, newspaper, carried an advance notice about events at the 
Interstate Picnic and Exhibition that had been held annually for more than 
twenty years at Williams Grove on the eastern border of Cumberland County, 
Pennsylvania. On "Suffrage Day" that year, the announcement read, 

one of the most eloquent advocates of the cause will speak. The Grange is 
the only organization that confers upon women equal rights with men , and 
it is therefore eminently appropriate that the Patrons of Husbandry should 
give aid and countenance to this movement for the disenthrallment of 
women. 1 

The Picnic and Exhibition programs of the 1890s announce numerous ac
tivities by and for women. This is in contrast to the first decade and a half of 
this famous regional Granger gathering. It is the purpose of this paper to focus 
on the voices of the ladies who stepped to the podium in the last decade of the 
century. However, if the significance of their appearance is to be comprehended, 
the forum in which they spoke must be described. What, then, was this Inter
state Grangers' Picnic and Exhibition which met annually in the last week of 
August and the first days of September at Williams Grove? 

The first Grange picnic there was held in 1874, one year after th e Pennsylva
nia State Grange was organized at Reading. At the Reading meeting Colonel R. 
H. Thomas of Mechanicsburg, publisher of The Independent journal, a Me
chanicsburg weekly, represented his local grange. Thomas, an active Mason, 
with useful political connections, who had participated in writing the constitu
tion of the state Grange, was soon appointed secretary of the state organization; 
he held that position into the nineties . In July 1874 he began publication of 
The Farmers' Friend and Grange Advocate as a private printing venture . But by 
virtue of his office in the State Grange and his weekly's service in publishing 
news of Grange activities, the paper became, in effect, the house organ of the 
Noble Order of Patrons of Husbandry in Pennsylvania. By the 1890s it was the 
oldest grange journal in continuous publication in the nation. In 1874 Thomas 
also promoted a one-day gathering of members from his own and nearby granges 
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at the popular picnic site at nearby Williams Grove. 2 The spot had the advan
tage of rail service and already had some facilities for handling group outings. 
The success of the 1874 picnic transformed it into the first of an annual series 
which would extend until after the 191 7 meeting, when exigencies of World 
War I cause their suspension. 

Survival and growth of the Great Grange Picnic were the result of anum
ber of factors, so me fortuitous, which operated synergistically. At an early 
picnic, though presumably not the first , local merchants and manufacturers 
leased exhibit space to show their wares and sell th em at special "Granger" 
prices to those attending. Soon regional and national manufacturers' agents 
were on hand to exhibit machines in operation , book orders, and even make 
deliveries to Grangers and others who came to inspect the latest in equip
ment. Exhibitor fees for space carried the cost of operations, including an 
expanded program of an educational, political and cultural nature. Atten
dance mounted rapidly: 10,000 in 1879, weekly attendance of more than 
50,000 by the early 1880s, and daily attendance above 40,000 later in th at 
decade. 3 The crowds attracted politicians, speakers on agricultural topics, of
ficers of the National Grange, officials of the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and proponents of a host of reforms. The picnic was in this as
pect a forum for advocacy. There was also polite entertainment in the form of 
concerts , stereopticon illustrated travel talks, and sing-alongs. More plebian 
amusements, such as fireworks, Ferris wheels, a conglomeration of side shows, 
which often outraged moral purists and always charged a fee, added both to 
the drawing power and durations of patron stays at the Great Picnic. There 
was something for eve ryone, and they came not only from Pennsylvania but 
also from Maryland and West Virginia in significant numbers. By the 1890s 
the fame of th e week had spread nationwide; the term "Interstate" in th e 
name was no pitchm an's fantasy. In 1898 , for example, persons from 3 1 states 
attended the Picnic at the grove. " 

Colonel Thomas se rved as general manager of th e Picnic from 1874 to 1908. 
Although nominally decisions were made by the Granger's Interstate Associa
tion , all evidence found to date indicates that Thomas was the key perso n in 
business affairs, local arrangements, and development of programs. His service 
as secretary of the Pennsylvania State Grange to 1896, his contacts with the 
national leadership of the Grange, and his sense of what was attractive or ac
ceptable to his constituency made him and his programming a barometer of 
interests of eastern agrarians. Women attended the Picnic from the first. In the 
early lists of exhibits women's buying power is acknowledged, for side by side 
with reapers and buggies are sewing machines (a special Grange model) , various 
models of parlor organs, and other items for the home . Except for an 188 5 
address by Cumberland County Judge Wilbur F. Sadler on "Women's Share of 
Farm Work, " however, programming in the eighties ignored overtly women
oriented topics. As the eighties gave way to the nineties the Grange was pro
moting women's work, and programming at the Picnic directed to women's 
interests surfaced and flourished. At the very least, Thomas permitted the shift; 
more probably he encouraged it either from conviction of the m erits of the 
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causes which the ladies advocated or because it built attendance and added 
variety in the week-long program . 

In the Interstate Picnics of the 1890s sessions addressed to female interests 
were of three types: first, Grange organizational provisions for "women's work;" 
second, main auditorium sessions sponsored by suffrage interests; third , 
WC.T.U. and related temperance advocacy. 

The new dimensions in programming stemmed in part from creation by the 
Pennsylvania State Grange in 1890 of a Committee on Women's Work in the 
Grange. That committee held a meeting for female Grange members at the 
1890 picnic. It was so successful tha t for the 1891 Picnic the management 
constructed a separate two-story hall (32' x 64'), "handsomely finished and 
furnished," expressly for the use of the committee, so that its meetings 

can be continued without interruption as long as may seem desirable. The 
sisters are parricularly interested in these meetings, they have entire conrrol 
of them and discuss such subjects as to them seem appropriate. 6 

The building was also to be used for Grange "Sixth degree work," in which 
both male and female Grange officers participated. 

Following dedication of the hall in 1891 the women's committee held meet
ings on two mornings. Those attending were discouraged, however, because no 
reports were forthcoming on activities of their local committees in the subordi
nate Granges. Evidently this was a general problem for the Grange movement, 
as the wife of the Worthy Master of the New York State Grange, who was present, 
reported that inactivity of the local women's work committees was also a prob
lem in her state. Several women spoke about other organizational matters. (We 
should note that those who spoke tended to be wives of the officers of the 
Pennsylvania State Grange.) Ultimately the presiding officer adjourned theses
sions, explaining that another speaker had been expected, but was too timid to 
appear. In her own closing statement the chairwoman called on the "other sis
ters" to take courage, overcome their embarrassment, and participate . If women's 
work programming was to be meaningful a more lively exchange of ideas was 
required. Another report on the 1891 session was more optimistic. The sisters 
felt, it said, "that they really were recognized as on an equality with the brothers, 
and could take part in their own meeting," or, as it stressed, they could go to the 
main auditorium to hear whatever there might be of interest to them. 7 Our • 
Victorian ladies seem more ambivalent than militant here. 

Before we jump to the conclusion that women's participation in Grange af
fairs was deferred to the nineties and that it depended on sex-interest segrega
tion of programs, we should recall that the Grange practiced basic equality 
from its earliest years. One of the unique features of its arrangements as a frater
nal order was that it provided meaningful offices and participation for women 
as well as for men . This was in sharp contrast to the Masonic Order, on which 
Grange ritual and structure was based . 

Only two days after the chairwoman's exhortation that the timid take cour
age, the general business session of the Interstate Picnic Association occurred. 
We know little of its business except that it passed a resolution of confidence in 
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Colonel Thomas' management of association affairs and cast opprobrium on 
his unnamed critics. Significantly for us, the resolution was presented at that 
business session by Mrs . Anna M. Holstein, chairwoman of the women's ses
sions. It was seconded by another of the ladies, who spoke in the women's meet
ings . Several men , including officers of both the state and the national Grange, 
supported Mrs. Holstein's resolution. They dealt with rhe merits of the resolu
tion without reference to its sponsorship; the resolution carried.8 Some women 
may have been hesitant to speak even in a women's meeting, some may have 
been pawns of an establishment at the business session, but what we see in this 
instance was an exercise, not a testing, of the equality of rights within the tradi 
tions of the Order. Records of business sessions of the association are both in
frequent and fragmentary; consequently we lack a basis for judging how gener
ally women participated in running the Picnic association. In 1891 women's 
participation cannot have been an issue . A management looking for a vote of 
confidence would be unlikely to seek one through agents whose mere participa
tion might have touched off controversy. 

Separate sessions devoted to women's work within the Grange were also held 
in 1892 and 1893. The themes addressed in 1892 tended to reach beyond 
Grange organizational matters. Mrs . A.H. Olmstead, who had seconded the 
vote of confidence in 1891, talked of personal enrichment and of the social 
context. Farm women, she proclaimed, were like their city sisters in expecting a 
summer vacation (at Williams Grove perhaps?). Bur recreation alone could not 
be justified and Grange activity brought rewards while avoiding class conflicts. 
She was concerned about evidence of serious societal cleavage such as was re
vealed in the strike at Homestead, Pennsylvania . Grangers should advocate 
mandatory arbitration of labor disputes and an end to Pinkertonism . We have 
reason to believe that Mrs. Olmstead was familiar with the Populist Platform 
on these matters because of the solutions which she advanced and because of 
Populism's agrarian roots. Her address contrasts markedly with a rambling speech 
by Hel~n S. Johnson on "Women's Work and the Way She Accomplishes It. " 
Ms. Johnson managed to combine in one address opposition to tax support for 
Catholic parochial schools, complaints about inadequate funding of rural schools, 
advocacy of medical and health instruction in the schools, a call for dress re
form (by which she meant-take off those corsets), and reduced use of tobacco . 
Before we discount her completely, however, we should note that she had read 
Bellamy's Looking Backward, admired that author's solutions, and assumed that 
her rural audience was familiar with his book and accepted his proposals. 9 The 
content of these two speeches shows us that though this audience was com
posed of persons from rural America, it was familiar with the malaise of the 
epoch, responsive to calls for progressive reform, and presumed literate. 

By 1893 the Committee on Women's Work in the Grange was no longer 
scheduled to conduct sessions in either the women's building or the audito
rium. But stalwarts from that committee had already been much involved in 
more broad-scale Women's Day programming. Since both the focus of the pro
grams on that day and the named speakers reflect suffragist interests, it is appro
priate here to look in some derail at the suffragist facets of Picnic programming. 
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In 1892 the Reverend Anna Shaw spoke on "The Woman Suffrage Associa
tion." She was at this time national lecturer of the recently unified National 
American Woman Suffrage Association and became its vice-president under 
Susan B. Anthony in this year. While at Williams Grove she also gave two "first 
class Grange talks" on "The Home and Housekeeping." The preliminary pro
gram for 1893 had announced that Mrs. Shaw would return, but notices of 
activities of the 1893 week do not mention her presence. Instead, her colleague, 
Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery, secretary of Mrs. Anthony's National American Suf
frage Association, spoke on "Women and Government." 10 

The Chicago World Columbian Exposition was held in 1893, and with re
spect to the women's movement, attention there focused on the World Con
gress of Representative Women, which convened as part of that exposition. 
Mrs. Avery was secretary of the committee which organized the congress, as 
well as being corresponding secretary of the International Council of Women. 
The session of Women's Day 1893 at Williams Grove which preceded Mrs. 
Avery's featured address, was devoted to reports on suffrage and women's activi
ties at the Columbian Exposition.'' The coordination of these topics and the 
timeliness of Mrs. Avery's appearance indicate that those involved in program
ming for the Picnic were well informed about the national focus on women and 
were able to tap and receive a currently prominent speaker. It has not been 
determined where initiative lay for the substitution of Mrs. Avery for Mrs . Shaw. 
If the planners for the Grove arranged it, the implications suggested above hold. 
If, on the other hand, the change was at the instance of Mrs. Shaw and the 
natioml suffrage movement, the implications are different bur equally reveal
ing. In the latter case we have evidence that the national movement considered 
appearance at the Picnic important enough to schedule it for Mrs. Avery in 
what must have been a very busy year. Whatever the reason for the program 
change may have been, it is clear that major figures in the suffrage cause ap
peared two years running at the Interstate Picnic and Exhibition . 

Suffrage advocacy continued at the Grangers' Picnic throughout the decade, 
but the featured speakers were considerably less prominent nationally than Anna 
Shaw and Mrs. Avery. In a half-day program in 1894 Mrs. CarrieS. Twing of 
New York City and others supported the vote for women. The next year the 
suffrage speaker was scheduled in the evening immediately preceding the enter
tainment program . This would seem to be a choice position for reaching a 
general audience . The speaker was Mrs. Ida Buxton Cole of Chicago, who spoke 
for 40 minutes. Her speech, more fully reported that most, contained the fol
lowing ideas: She was, she felt, unlike the other women there because she had 
voted. But "she wanted it distinctly understood that suffrage women were not 
men-haters, but were affected just as much by the civil government. .. as men." 
They needed the ballot for "protection." She did not think rights that were a 
gift could be secure since they could be taken away by the next group to come 
to office . "She cautioned the girls to look out for men that talked the angel 
theory. God never made women angels, for men would be too lonesome with
out them." She talked about life in Kansas, Wyoming, and Colorado, where full 
suffrage was enjoyed. Mrs. Cole ended by declaring that "when sewing societies 
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CARLISLE M Cws, Williams Grove, about 1900. Cumberland County Historical Society. 

turned into clubs for the study of civics, it was a great blessing and rest to the 
whole neighborhood." 12 

Advance publicity for 1897 spoke of a Congress of Suffragists to support 
action to extend the vote. On that program the Reverend Amanda DeYob of 
Philadelphia, a member of the Universal Peace Association, spoke. She was fol
lowed by Mrs. Ida Porter Boyer, who read a paper on the common law and 
Pennsylvania statutes as they affected women. Before reading her paper, she 
made observations of her own which the reporter, without consciously reaching 
for humor, recorded in breathless prose: 

Mrs. Boyer prefaced the paper with an address resplendent with gems of 
wit and sharp pointed sayings. She uses the literary scalpel with a ski llful 
hand and cuts without causing pain . Her first sentences put her on terms of 
friendship with her hearers and make them anxious to hear more, but she 
bade them adieu while they were yet hungry and clamoring for intellectual 
food . 13 

The program closed with recitations by Miss Emma Brown, "who put people 
in good humor." Audiences were durable in those days. 
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Mrs. Boyer's paper treated in technical terms the legal rights accorded women 
under rhe common law and the statutes of Pennsylvania. Its author was Miss 
T.L. Blankenberg of Philadelphia. Based on surname congruence, we may as
sume that the author was the niece of Mrs. Lucretia L. Blankenberg, also of 
Philadelphia, who was president of the Pennsylvania Woman Suffrage Associa
tion at this time. The newspaper report gives no hint why the speech was not 
delivered by its author. In 1899 the legal status of women was again the focus of 
attention. Then Mr. W. Penn Lloyd, a former state senator, discussed the inequi
ties in prevailing intestacy law and practice. Whereas a widow received only one
third of her husband's estate, a widower received a life interest in the entire es
tate. At this time legislation was being promoted in the state to give widows a 
similar life interest in the whole of the estate. 14 Programming at the Picnic in 
both years addressed a current issue in which farm women had an obvious stake. 

We do not know as much as we would like about program arrangements and 
financing. The manager, from time to time emphasized, when talking about 
the Picnic as a whole, that it operated with no admission charge, that the man
agement went to considerable expense to provide interesting programs by bring
ing in able speakers, and that fees charged to commercial exhibitors provided 
operating funds. Yet we have no direct evidence whether suffrage and temper
ance programs were supported by Picnic Association funds or by moneys of the 
sponsoring groups. Nor do we know whether the two women's groups con
trolled invitations of speakers, decisions on topics, and the like. Colonel Tho
mas, as manager of the Great Picnic, handled general program arrangements 
and set the calendar in terms of allotting time to all groups. Other advocacy 
groups included anti-o leo interests and the Republican and Democratic par
ties. Time was also provided, of course, to numerous Grange activities and speak
ers from the Department of Agriculture. It is to be noted that, in contrast to 
much of the program detail given in the advance announcements about the 
Picnic week, information about speakers and topics is vague when it comes to 
both women's groups. It seems very likely, this evidence suggests, that both 
women's groups handled their programming separately. 

Temperance activities tended to be marshalled under the W.C.T.U. aegis. Like 
the suffragists, the temperance speakers ranged from locally known leaders to 
persons of national reputation. At Williams Grove as elsewhere, some speakers 
appeared before both temperance and women's rights audiences . This was true 
of Anna Shaw, who in 1892 made major addresses for both and, for good mea
sure, as noted earlier, made two Grange oriented talks on hearth and home. A 
second W.C.T. U. leader with a national reputation was Mrs. Helen Gougar of 
Indianapolis, who was the featured temperance speaker in 1894. In 1895 a morn
ing program dealt with the Keeley Cure; both men and women spoke about this 
mode of treatment of alcohol addiction. 15 At the W.C.T.U. program that after
noon Or. Ella A. Boole of Staten Island, in an address titled "Turn off the Fau
cet," for one hour and a half"swayed the audience at will." 16 Obviously, it was a 
recalcitrant faucet! This was Mrs. Boole's second platform appearance at the 
Grove. In 1896, while the nation debated gold and silver, the Prohibition candi
date for state treasurer spoke. The women on that program were from nearby 
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communities. Our reporter wrote that a Mrs. Watson from Steelton favored the 
group "with a pathetic prohibition song rendered so as to reach the heart. "17 

Although W.C.T.U. speakers appear to have preceded suffrage advocates at 
Williams Grove, and although Colonel Thomas himself supported the cause to 
some degree, WC.T.U. programming disappeared from the schedules in the later 
years of the decade. This may indicate that temperance speakers failed to attract 
an audience, but that is speculation. There are reports in the mid-nineties of 
problems with drunkenness and illegal sale of liquor at or near the Grove during 
the Picnic week. These are years immediately preceding Carrie Nation's campaign 
of direct action; but prohibition forces were not lacking in courage in those years. 
Consequently timidiry in the face of opposition and derision seems insufficient as 
an explanation for the disappearance ofWC.T.U.-related programming. 

What do the disparate events recounted here reveal about women's move
ments in the 1890s and more especially about the Interstate Picnic and Exposi
tion as a forum for women's activities? First, these events occurred during the 
resurgence of Grange activities that is sometimes called the Second Grange 
Movement. It originated in the East as the decade began. 18 In Pennsylvania and 
New York, at least, the state Granges promoted women's activity as one of the 
means for broaden ing interest in the organization. It was this movement that 
accounts for the initiating of special programs concerned with women's activi
ties in the Grange. The Picnic programs thus merely reflect this new facet of 
Grange organizational interests. 

Second, the Picnic provided a convenient podium from which reformers' 
voices could reach both an agrarian elite and a considerable number of average 
Americans who lived in the rural areas and small towns so characteristic of the 
region. If political parties, special interests such as the anti-oleo forces, and 
agricultural reformers found it advantageous to get a hearing at Williams Grove, 
so did proponents of suffrage for women and the W.C.T.U. Women's groups' 
use of the speaker's stand was not different from that of male-dominated interests. 

For the three rypes of women's activities noted here, the appointed days at 
Williams Grove performed functions quite like emphasis days at a camp meet
ing. First, the meetings gathered the converted in a context in which they ex
pected their faith to be re-enforced. Second, the crowd-attraction, plus a context 
in which attendance at meetings was normative, brought out persons whose 
initial commitment was minimal but who might be swayed and brought into 
the ranks of the convinced. Religious conversion is the analogue. Third, meet
ings offered an opportuniry to educate supporters by introducing them to new 
ideas or give them better understanding how the organization functioned to 
achieve goals . Fourth, leadership and platform experience was gained by those 
planning and presenting programs. Participants would take back to local units 
the insights they gained. Workers for the state or national level might be identi
fied among the cadres . Fifth. for national or state officers the proceedings offered 
a rich field . There one could get a feel for the thinking and responsiveness of 
persons who were ordinarily so geographically dispersed and so otherwise occu
pied as to be beyond effective reach. In modern terms we have consciousness
raising, leadership recruitment and training, a membership drive, and field work. 
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In their advocacy roles, as we have suggested, our women's groups are indis
tinguishable in purpose or technique from other special interests which secured 
program positions . But from the perspective of the management of the Picnic 
the fact that advocacy at Williams Grove was not restricted to women's issues or 
groups reduced the likelihood that it would raise objections. Programs attrac
tive to women both promoted family attendance and extended stays, and this 
was certainly welcomed by the management. Moreover, the two extra-Grange 
women's movements which had places on the programs during the decade of 
the nineties promoted good citizenship, which was a traditional Grange objec
tive. It is significant that we find no evidence that the presence of the suffragists 
or the WC.T.U. or their speakers, however, outspoken in their views, engen
dered controversy. Freedom of speech seemingly prevailed. 

Most importantly, we have in the Interstate Picnic and Exhibition a complex 
social mechanism functioning to disseminate advanced ideas among rural 
women. Our knowledge of who spoke and, in the case of the suffragists, on 
what aspect of the topic indicates that those who listened attentively had the 
opportunity to become informed on current issues, to learn contemporary strat
egies of advocacy, and to savor the pulse of reform. Their access to the imme
diacy and immanence of change must have aided unity of effort between rural 
and urban women. 
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Ida G. Kast, Cumberland County's First Woman Attorney 
Frances H. DelDuca 

On August 1, 1893, Ida G . Kast, of Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, an instruc
tor in Irving College in that town, in a letter to the Board of Examiners for Law 
Students requested permission to appear before the Board for preliminary ex
amination to be registered as a law student. At the bottom of her letter it was 
noted "that the above Ida G . Kast is a perso n of good moral character and social 
standing." This statement was signed by two prominent citizens of Mechanics
burg, Samuel F. Houston and William Penn Lloyd. 1 The latter was a lawyer, a 
colonel in the Pennsylvania National Guard, a member of the State Senate, and 
was to be elected treasurer of the Pennsylvan ia Bar Association in 1895. 

The secretary of the Board, John R. Miller, acknowledged receipt of Miss 
Kast 's application on August 9 and noted that the rule required 30 days' notice. 
He se t Monday, September 11, for the examination . The Board met on that day 
and passed a resolution stating that "the existing rules of court do not authorize 
or permit the registration of women as students of Law," and that therefore the 
application of Miss Ida G . Kast was refused. A copy of this resolution was handed 
to Miss Kast when she presented herself to the Board at the appointed hour. 

Miss Kast promptly filed an appeal with Judge Wilbur F. Sadler stating th at 
she was a resident of the county, a citizen of the United States, of lawful age; 
that she had presented her application to the Board of Law Examiners, which 
had been appointed by the Court for the examination of applicants for admis
sion to the practice of law; that the application was received; that she was di
rected to appear before the Board for a preliminary examination as a student of 
law; and that when she appeared at the time for the examination, she was handed 
the resolution denying her the right to the examination. The petition asked the 
Court to grant a rule upon said Board to show cause why she was denied the 
right to appear for an examination and to grant other. relief as may seem just 
and proper. The Court on September 25, 1893, granted the rule upon the 
Board of Examiners to answer the petition by October 10 . 

The Board, answering the petition, repeated its position . It stated that the 
rules of the Court respecting the examination of applicants for registration of 
students did not authorize or permit the registration of women as students of 
law; therefore, Miss Kast's application was refused; and the Board asked that the 
petition be dismissed. It was signed by John Hays, M.C. Herman (formerly 
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judge of the County Court), John L. Sheely, 
H.S. Stewart, Edward B. Watts, John R. Miller, 
and another. On December 12 argument on 
the matter was held before the Court. Each 
side presented a brief. 

The brief of William Penn Lloyd opened 
with an outline of events that had occurred 
up to the date of argument. 2 Lloyd then set 
forth the statute governing admission of at
torneys and the rule on which the Board of 
Examiners relied. The statutory provision re
garding admission to the bar was section 68 
of the Act approved April 14, 1834, which read 
as follows: 

The judges of the several courts of the 
Commonwealth shall respectively have the 
power to admit a competent number of per
sons of an honest disposition and learned in 
the law to practice as attorneys in their re
spective courts. No person shall hereafter be 
registered as a student of law until he shall 
have undergone an examination in all of the 

fDA G. lVIST. About 1940. Cour
tesy of Cumberland County Bar 
Association . 

branches of a thorough English education and the elements of the Latin 
language by the Board of Examiners and produced and filed with the Pro
thonotary a certificate signed by a majority of them that he is sufficien dy 
prepared and qualified to commence the study of law and that they have 
received satisfactory evidence of his good moral character. 

Colonel Lloyd then began his statement. He pointed out that this was the 
first time that the important question raised by the rule was presented to the 
Court for consideration, and that the odds were overwhelming because of the 
names of the seven members of the Board of Examiners. He further stated that 
the Board of Examiners were courteous in their treatment of the applicant, but 
that the press had been unfair in its comments. After offering three legal argu
ments, Lloyd concluded, stating that the applicant was a young lady of excep
tional worth compel led by circumstances to depend on her own exertions for 
support, that she was a good student in the public school and had graduated 
from Irving college after four years of study in which she led her class, that she 
taught for a year at the college; and that the application was simply a matter of 
practical business and the rejection involved her right as a citizen to avail herself 
of the opportunities open to other citizens to secure a means of livelihood. 

After the lengthy argument, the Court on March 15, 1894 rendered its decision. 

We have had grave doubts as to whether in the laws of this Common
wealth and the rules of this Court provision is made for the admission of 
women to the practice of law. But as the Supreme Court of our State has 
admitted a Lady to its Bar we are not disposed to refuse the prayer of the 
applicant. 
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I was curious about the "Lady" to whom Judge Sadler referred as adm itted to 
the bar of the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth. My research led me to 
discover that she was Carrie Burnham Kilgore and that she was the first woman 
admitted to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. A resident of Philadelphia, she 
was admitted to practice before the Supreme Court on May 11, 1886, on mo
tion of her husband Damon Y. Kilgore. 3 This was seven years before Ida Kast 
sought to be registered as a law student in Cumberland County. 

A native ofVermont, Carrie Burnham taught school, studied medicine and 
physical education, and, settling in Philadelphia, introduced physical educa
tion into the public schools. She read law in the office of Damon Y. Kilgore, 
whom she married, and after three years of study applied to the Court of Com
mon Pleas No. 1 for an order on the Board of Examiners to admit her to exami
nation; the application was refused, with one dissenting vote . She then was 
admitted to the Law Department of the University of Pennsylvania, from which 
she was graduated in 1883, the first woman graduate of that department. There
upon she was on motion admitted to practice in the Orphans Court, but appli
cations on her behalf for admission to practice in the Courts of Common Pleas 
Nos. 1, 2 and 3 were refused by the said Courts U udges Finletter and Pierce 
dissenting) . An application was granted in Common Pleas Court No.4 of Phila
delphia County QudgeArnold dissenting). After full argument before the Court, 
Mrs. Kilgore was also admitted to fractice in the Court of Common Pleas of 
Delaware County on May 3, 1884. Many of the points Senator Lloyd made in 
support of Ida Kast's petition had been argued by Carrie Kilgore's attorney. In 
fact, Lloyd quoted from Judge Thayer's decision that admitted Mrs . Kilgore to 
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court No. 4 in Philadelphia .5 

A year later the Legislature passed the Act of May 1885 (P.L. 16) 17 P.S. 1602 
which provided, 

Any attorney of any Courr of Common Pleas and of the Supreme Courr, 
may be admitted to practice in any of the Courts of other counties of the 
State, upon motion simply, and on filing a certificate of admission to prac
tice in said Courts, and a cerrificare of good standing signed by the Presi
dent Judge, etc. 

This new legislation on admission paved the way for the subsequent admis
sion of Carrie Kilgore to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

Ida Kast had written her initial letter to the Cumberland Board of Law Ex
aminers on August 1, 1893. In an unrelated proceeding Margaret Richardson 
filed with the secretary of the Board of Examiners of Montgomery County on 
August 17, 1893. The decision in Margaret Richardson's case, entered February 
5, 1894, ordered that she be allowed to appear before the Board of Examiners 
for examination of her qualifications for registration as a student-at-law.6 

Senator Lloyd in his brief also mentioned that Miss Faith Ballard had "re
cently" registered as a law student in Lycoming County. 

Why did Ida G. Kast-and Carrie Kilgore before her-have difficulties in 
obtaining admission to the Courts of the Commonwealth? The brief decision 
admitting Mrs. Kilgore to the Common Pleas Court No. 1 in Philadelphia 
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(after her admission to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court) gives us an insight 
into the situation. 

May 22, 1885. The Court. On a former occasion, when an application 
was made to us to admit Mrs. Kilgore to practise at the bar of this Court, it 
was refused, as the majority of the Court were of the opinion that it was a 
pursuit entirely unsuited to her sex. That opinion is still held by Judge Allison 
and myself. While a woman may doubtless perform its duties , as she may 
those of a soldier or a sailor, yet we think she can only do so by a sacrifice of 
those qualities which it especially behooves us all to cherish and protect. A 
certificate has now been presented to us, however, by which ir appears that 
she has been admirred ro pracrise in rhe Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
This, it is contended, under the Act of May 7, 1885 obliges us ro admit her 
to practise here. We do not deem it necessary to decide that question, as our 
intention was not ar any time to exclude her from practising in our Court 
alone, but ro discourage, as far as lay in our power, an ill-advised effort to 
have her admirred ro pracrise in any Court. It having been now definitely 
decided by rhe acrion of our Court of last resort that it is proper ro admit 
women to pracrise at the bar, we have no wish to specially exclude them 
from our Court. Our solicitude is not for ourselves, but for them . 

The crier will, therefore, administer ro Mrs. Kilgore the oarh of office. 

Opinion by Biddle,]. 

Ida G. Kast was born in Mechanicsburg on February 6, 1872. Her father, 
O .E. Kast, was a well-known educator, who had been a member of the first 
faculty of the Cumberland County Normal School (forerunner of Shippensburg 
University), deputy Stare Superintendent of Education from 1872 to 1878, 
and principal of a private classical school in Mechanicsburg for many years; he 
wrote the chapter on education in Conway P. Wing's Histmy of Cumberland 
County (1879). Ida attended the Mechanicsburg public school, then entered 
Irving College, where she took "a full course" and was graduated in 1892. She 
then taught at the college. 

The late Reverend Mr. Charles F. Berkheimer, who knew the Kasr family, 
wrote of them in his account of Methodism in Mechanicsburg.6 "The entire 
family," he recalled, 

was given more ro education and religion than ro any other interest. They 
were eccenrric in rhar they were never influenced by what other people did 
or what orher people sa id or what other people wore. They lived rheir own 
lives, which were above reproach. They were faithful in their church atten
dance, although Professor and Mrs. Kast were nor official leaders in the 
church as I recall them. They were not given much ro socializing, although 
rhey were friendly in a reserved and pleasant sort of way. I can recall when 
all of them, at least the father and rhree daughrers, rode bicycles down 
rown to their offices or classrooms. 

Many of you remember Miss Ida Kast, attorney at law . ... She could be 
counted on to oppose anything she thought was wrong with courage and 
gentle strength. She might act like a man many rimes, but she was always a 
polite alert lady. She was exrremely witty and the most popular elocutionist 
in the town. No program in the church was complete without a reading by 
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Miss Kast. Her long readings were excellent and interesting, but her encore 
numbers always were looked forward to by me. One of the few poems I can 
remember she used as an encore one evening at a recept ion for a new pas
tor. It was on the "Antiquity of Lice," and here it is: 

Adam 
Had 'em. 

Following her registration as a student, Miss Kast read law in the office of 
William Penn Lloyd, and after three years she appeared for examination to 
practice . She passed the examination and the Board of Examiners recommended 
her admission to the bar. She was admitted on September 15, 1896, and prac
ticed law in Cumberland County from that time until her death in 1951. On 
May 28, 1900, she was admitted to practice before the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court on motion of her preceptor, William Penn Lloyd . 

Ida Kast's work was primarily in the area of estate and real estate; she would 
not handle a divorce case. The late George M. Houck recalled that on an occa
sion when she was appointed a Master in Divorce, she sought to decline the 
appointment. However, Judge E. M. Biddle, Jr. told her that it was her duty, as 
an officer of the court, to accept. Although she found that "indignities had been 
offered to the woman plaintiff, and these were such as would be hard for a 
woman of refinement, which the libellant is, to bear," she could not recom
mend a divorce. Her opinion, she admitted, was "contrary to what would be the 
opinion of many, probably most, divorce courts on the testimony submitted."7 

In a large ledger book Miss Kast kept a list of the judgments that she entered 
in the Court of Common Pleas of the county, with the date on which the 
judgment was satisfied or revived. In one section of this ledger she kept her 
office account, in which she recorded each fee received for work performed. 
From January through June, 1918, for example, her fees came to $294.23. In 
the same period her expenses for phone, gas, typewriter ribbons, insurance on 
office furniture, paper clips, matches, legal blanks, ink, and lunch amounted to 

$154.35. For the entire year 1918 her receipts were $656.85 and her expendi
tures were $270.72, leaving a net of $386.13. The year 1919 was a better one, 
showing a net of $629.36. 

In another section of her ledger Miss Kast noted the work she performed. If 
it concerned an estate, she would list the date of the decedent's death, where the 
will was recorded, when it was advertised in the newspaper, the date and amount 
of the appraisement, the date the account was filed, her fee and when it was 
paid . For example, one entry under the name of David Starry and numbered 
16-19-20 records that she received directions for the will, that it was drawn and 
executed immediately, that the executrix was Katy Starry, that the witnesses 
were Ida G. Kast and M. E. Martin, that the will was retained by the testator, 
and that the fee was $1, which was paid . 

A few entries suggest more human elements. An entry dated M arch 16, 1920, 
read as follows: 

Morgan Shover handed me a small sealed enveloped marked "Not to be 
Opened Until my Death , Ida" and said Ida Gates had asked him to ask me 
to keep it for her; said it was a will she had written for herself. He also 
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handed me USWS certificate #06271149 Series F 1918 Series A in her 
name wirh 10 stamps on ir and said she wished me ra keep ir for her. I pur 
rhem in my safe. The evening of rhe same day he came again and said she 
asked me ra open and read the will ra see if ir was legal. I raid him I would 
do so in her presence. I went ra rhe Shover home, her residence, rhe same 
evening, opened rhe envelope in her presence, in her room, no one else 
present, and read will ra her. Ir was dared several years go (I rhink 1917) , 
signed by her and wirnessed by Mrs. Pearl Warson. I raid her ir was a legal 
and valid will. She expressed her satisfaction rhar ir was allrighr. I rhen 
placed ir in irs envelope, in larger envelope, sealed and endorsed same and 
on my return ra my office, placed same in safe. This entry made a few 
minutes later. 

In rhe back of the ledger was an alphabetical index of clients' names. 
Miss Kast's longtime secretary was Miss Helen E. Perry. She would accom

pany Miss Kast to the Court House and remove the heavy volumes in the of
fices of the Recorder of Deeds, Register of Wills, or Prothonotary from their 
shelves to the counter, where Miss Kast consulted them and then dictated the 
information she wanted. It was in these offices that her male colleagues, though 
they respected her, sometimes harassed her by blowing cigar smoke in her direc
tion or banging the heavy volumes loudly on the counter until she left the office 
or angrily told the offender what she thought of his conduct. 

Whenever the name of Ida Kast is mentioned to members of the Cumber
land County Bar admitted before 1951, I am asked ifi ever heard the story of a 
particular motion she made at a local bar association meeting. She moved that 
no alcoholic beverages be served at bar functions . Complete silence followed 
for several seconds. Then the chairman, Fred J. Templeton, announced that as 
the motion failed for want of a second-a fate, he added, it so richly deserved
he would move on to the next item of business. 

This motion by Miss Kast was an expression of her life-long advocacy of 
prohibition and support of the Prohibition Party. She once ran for election as a 
judge of the newly-created State Superior Court. As director of the Citizenship 
Department of the Cumberland County Women's Christian Temperance Union 
in 1937 she issued a public letter of advice to the "Plain People" of the County. 
The state law concerning voter registration had been changed, so that voters 
had to appear perso nally to be registered to vote in local option elections as well 
as in others. "I have been much afraid that many 'Plain' people who never vote 
in the election of officials," she wrote in an open letter printed in the (Carlisle) 
Evening Sentinel of July 12, 1937, "but who do vote in local option elections, 
may not realize that if they do not register this summer, they cannot vote in 
local option elections this year or in later years. Be sure to register." She re
minded the potential voters that they did not have to register as members of 
any parry. 

To the end of her life she gave voice to her prohibitionist principles. Her will, 
drafted in 1942, with a codicil in 1950, left her estate to her sister, but provided 
that if her sister predeceased her, the real estate should be sold, but with a re
su·icring clause that no alcoholic beverages of any kind might be sold or dis-
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pensed on the premises, and that if this condition should be violated, ride would 
be lost to the occupant and pass to the Salvation Army. 8 

Ida Kast was a member of the Mechanicsburg Methodist Church and of the 
Women's Club of Mechanicsburg, of which she served a rime as president. 

Ida Kast died at her home at 109 South Market Street, Mechanicsburg, on 
August 18, 1951. She was 79 years old. During most of the 55 years that she 
practiced law in Cumberland County she had been the only woman at bar. 9 
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ANECDOTE 

A Scottish Parson, in his prayer said, "Laird bless the grand council the parlia
ment, and grant they may hang together;" a country fellow by replied, "Yes, yes, 
with all my heart, and the sooner the better; and I am sure it is the prayer of all 
good Christians." "But I don't mean as that fellow means, but pray they may all 
hang together in accord." "No matter what cord," replied the other, "so it is but 

I " a strong con:. . 
Kline's Carlisle Weekly Gazette, March 16, 1796 
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Transportation, Competition, and the Growth of a Town: 
Carlisle, 1750-1860 
Nancy Van Do/sen 

Rapid improvements in modes of transportation occurred during the late eigh
teenth and the nineteenth centuries. These innovations altered the structure of 
the United States demographically, causing some population centers to flour
ish, others to die, and still others to be born . Major cities, such as Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, competed to build more extensive and efficient transportation 
systems to the hinterlands so that they could become the dominate outlets for 
the goods of the rural areas. Small towns in the interior of Pennsylvania which 
became entangled in this transportation web, such as Carlisle, prospered as a 
result of this competition. 

I. ROADS 

"The road between the Springs and Carlisle, in point of roughness and gen
eral irregularity, is among the most unpleasant in the United States." 

H .C. O., 1811 1 

Men select a site for settlement with two requirements in mind: natural 
reso urces and ease of transporting goods from the new site to other settlements. 
James Hamilton in 1751, when determining a location for Carlisle as the "county 
town" for the recently established Cumberland County, was no exception. He 
chose a site "somewhere on the Waters issuing from Letorts' Spring into the 
River Conedoguinet"[sic]. 2 to give the settlers a supply of good water, mead
ows, pastures, timber, stone and lime, as well as access to the Susquehanna 
River by the Conodoguinet. The town, according to Hamilton, would be ide
ally located for trade with both the Indians and Philadelphia, and was "commo
dious to the great road leading from Harris's Ferry3 to the Potowmec and to 
other necessary Roads as well into the neighbouring County, as over the Passes 
in the Blue Mountain."4 Hamilton placed Carlisle in the center of a valley 
created by the Blue Mountains in the north, and South Mountain in the south. 
The final site for Carlisle was a mile and a half from the Conodoguinet, 18 
miles from Harrisburg and the Susquehanna River, 85 miles from Baltimore 
and 118 miles from Philadelphia. 

From 1751 to 1793 Carlisle grew steadily despite the fact that the only method 
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of reaching it from Philadelphia or Baltimore was by foot, horseback, or wagon 
along rather poorly maintained roads. West of Carlisle, the roads became even 
worse; one could travel there only by pack horse. 

A variety of factors caused the growth of Carlisle during this period. In 1757 
the British established a military post at Carlisle as one of a series of forts built 
between the Potomac and the Susquehanna after Braddock's defeat by the Indi
ans two years before. John Armstrong and Robert Thornburg founded the Car
lisle Iron Works (later known as Pine Grove Furnace) in 1762, five miles from 
Carlisle. The Iron Works produced between 12 and 15 tons of metal a week, 
along with stoves, fire backs, and hollow ware. In 1764 the Iron Works became 
an armory by order of John Penn, then governor of Pennsylvania. During the 
Revolution the armory cast cannon, bored guns, and prepared ammunition for 
the American army. 5 Carlisle was an important place of rendevouz for Ameri
can troops during the war; British prisoners were frequently sent to Carlisle for 
secure confinement. 6 

By 1779 enough traffic had travelled across the Letort Spring into Carlisle 
that "the Bank is so worn away, that it is, almost, become impracticable for any 
loaded wagon to pass thro' the said Spring, in safety." A petition was drafted by 
the inhabitants of Carlisle and the surrounding area to the Cumberland County 
Court for public funds to erect a bridge over the Letort. The Court rejected the 

; 
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REGIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA . Reproduced from James W Livingood, The Philadelphia
Baltimore Trade Rivalry, 1780-1860 (1947) . 
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petition due to a lack of funds, but the fact was, as the petition showed, that 
travel to and from Carlisle had increased as a result of the Revolutionary War. 7 

After the Revolution Carlisle became the market for the grain of the sur
rounding area; grain was brought to Carlisle to be shipped by wagon to either 
Philadelphia or Baltimore. 

The battle between Philadelphia and Baltimore for the goods of the 
Susquehanna Valley began in the eighteenth century. The Quaker merchants in 
Philadelphia were slow to realize that a conflict could even exist; they assumed 
that as citizens of the same colony, the farmers of central Pennsylvania would 
want to trade only with fellow Pennsylvanians, not Marylanders. Settlers of the 
Susquehanna Valley, however, were more than willing to trade with Baltimore
it was closer and on the same side of the Susquehanna River.8 The pioneers 
who settled in central Pennsylvania also more closely resembled the inhabitants 
of Baltimore racially and socially than the people of Philadelphia . The mer
chants of Baltimore and the settlers of the Susquehanna Valley (including Car
lisle) were Scotch-Irish and German, not English like the Quaker merchants of 
Philadelphia. The central Pennsylvanians disliked the life of luxury that the 
Philadelphia merchants enjoyed, and resented their high prices and monopolis
tic attitude. Between 1750 and 1770 the network of colonial roads in the re
gion of Pennsylvania west of the Susquehanna River changed from an east-west 
orientation to a north-south one, as a consequence of the shifting alliance of the 
central Pennsylvanians from Philadelphia to Baltimore.9 

Baltimore had begun to grow rapidly after 1756, when wheat replaced to
bacco as the principal crop. The location of Baltimore favored trade with the 
West Indies, whose major demand was for flour. Wheat grown in the piedmont 
of Maryland, Virginia and central Pennsylvania ground into a quality of flour 
that could withstand the intense heat of the West Indies and, later, South 
America. 10 As the West Indies' demand for flour increased, so did Baltimore's 
desire to increase its trade with central Pennsylvania. 

Extant accounts of Carlisle merchants during this period reveal that they, 
like those in the rest of the Susquehanna Valley, traded with Baltimore rather 
than with Philadelphia, despite the poor road conditions that existed between 
Baltimore and Carlisle . Roger B. Taney, who attended Dickinson College in 
Carlisle from 1792 to 1795, wrote that it took him and another student two 
weeks to travel from Calvert County, Maryland, to Carlisle. The "difficulties of 
the journey were so great" that Taney went home only twice during his three 
years at Dickinson. Another traveller, although writing 20 years later, stated 
that on the road from Baltimore to Carlisle he was "jolted ... over the worst 
road I ever had occasion to travel." 11 

The road that linked Carlisle to Philadelphia, however, was not much better, 
and included a ferry across the Susquehanna River. By 1771 Philadelphia mer
chants had realized that they were losing the trade of their hinterland to Balti
more. "A Friend ofTrade" in "An Address to the Merchants and Inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania" wrote: 

Baltimore town in Maryland has within a few years past carried off from 
this city almost the whole trade of Frederick, York, Bedford, and Cumber-
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land Counties, its situation on the West side of the river Susquehanna and 
its vicinity to these counties will always be a prevailing inducement with 
the inhabitants of those parts to resort to Baltimore for trade, rather than 
be at the expense of crossing the river Susquehanna and afterwards drag 
their wagons along a road rendered almost impassable by the multitudes of 
carri.ages which use it, and the insufficiency of our road Acts to keep it in 
repair. 

The anonymous author called for the ferries which crossed the Susquehanna 
River at Carlisle and York to be made free, and for a turnpike to be constructed 
from Lancaster to Philadelphia. 12 

II. TuRNPIKES 

" . .. the road is [a] good turnpike, and the country is beautiful and well-culti-
vated." Peregrin Prolix, 1835 13 

The call of"A Friend ofTrade" for a turnpike from Philadelphia to Lancaster 
was answered in 1792. The Philadelphia to Lancaster Turnpike was incorpo
rated on April 9, 1792, and completed in 1794. Financed by a joint stock com
pany, the roadbed consisted of stone and gravel distributed in a way to prevent 
the wheels of wagons and stages from cutting into the soil. The Lancaster Turn
pike prevented Philadelphia from falling too far behind Baltimore in the build
ing of internal improvements; since 1783 Baltimore had begun the canalization 
of the lower Susquehanna to further tap the goods of central Pennsylvania. The 
turnpike by itself could not channel all the trade from the Susquehanna Valley 
to Philadelphia. By the time its extension reached Columbia (1803) on the 
banks of the Susquehanna, central Pennsylvanians had devised crude, flat-bot
tomed boats which were strong enough to ride the rapids of the Susquehanna 
down to the tidewaters of Maryland, very close to Baltimore. The Susquehanna 
River at this time, however, was not ascendable and as a result, a triangular 
trade pattern developed. Residents of the Susquehanna Valley who lived close 
to the east side of the river transported goods down river in these flat-bottomed 
boats to Baltimore, but bought their return goods in Philadelphia to be shipped 
back to them by wagon on the Lancaster Turnpike. 14

' 

Although the Philadelphia-Lancaster Turnpike was not connected with Car
lisle until1818 by the completion of the Harrisburg, Carlisle, and Chambersburg 
line, the Philadelphia-Lancaster Turnpike and the later Lancaster to Susquehanna 
Turnpike made Carlisle more accessible to Philadelphia. In 1794, on his way to 
quell the Whiskey Rebellion in western Pennsylvania, George Washington trav
elled the recently finished Lancaster to Philadelphia Turnpike, and found it a 
pleasant ride . The road from the western side of the Susquehanna at Harrisburg 
to Carlisle, Washington reported, was not nearly so well-maintained as east of 
the river. He also observed the area was more rural than he would have thought; 
he wrote, "From H arrisburgh to Carlisle the lands are exceedingly fine , but not 
under such cultivation and improvement as one might have expected." 15 By 
1810 the situation had improved. A traveller along that same stretch of road 
reported, "the whole road from Harrisburgh [to Carlisle] being very fine and 
level, the houses and farms good, and the face of the country pleasanr. " 16 
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Baltimore, seeing the success of Philadelphia's Lancaster Turnpike and its 
extensions, began to finance turnpikes of its own into the Susquehanna Valley. 
In 1804 the Falls Turnpike was incorporated to construct a road from Mary
land to Hanover and Carlisle, and in 1809 the Hanover and Maryland Turn
pike was completed. In this latter year a turnpike company to build a road from 
Hanover to Carlisle was also incorporated. Maryland chartered three more roads 
along the Mason-Dixon line, hoping to divert to her port some of the trade 
which currently came down from New York's Genesee country and passed 
through Carlisle on its way to Philadelphia. 17 Baltimore succeeded with these 
roads in dominating the trade of the western part of the Susquehanna Valley, 
while Philadelphia continued to monopolize the wagon trade of the eastern and 
northern sections of the Susqueha~na region. 18 

The "heyday" of the turnpike in central Pennsylvania occurred between 1794 
and 1830. Although turnpikes made travel on land easier than it had been 
previously, transportation of goods by wagon proved, in most instances, to be 
much more expensive than transportation by canals and railroads, once they 
were built. Rates for shipping goods by wagon in 1800-1819 varied from 30 to 
70 cents per ton; by 1860 rates for transporting goods by rail were less than two 
cents per ton. Even the earliest railroad rates were much lower than those charged 
for wagon transport. 19 

TURN?IKES OF THE SUSQUEHANNA 

~EY 

T URNPIKES OF THE SuSQUEHANNA VJILLEY. Reproduced from James M. Livingood, The 

Philadelphia-Baltimore Trade Rivalry, 1780-1860 (I 947) . 
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III. CANALS 

"A canal packet boat is a microcosm that contains almost as many specimens 
of natural history as the ark of Noah. " Peregrin Prolix, 183520 

The building of canals caused political dissension within Pennsylvania, ac
centuating rhe variety of interests found in each section of the state. Philadel
phia, feeling threatened by the canalization of the lower Susquehanna by Balti
more and by the success of the Erie Canal in New York, tried to push through 
the state legislature a number of bills that promoted the building of canals. 21 

Prior to 1825 internal improvements had been constructed almost solely by 
private enterprise; as a result, no integrated transportation syste m existed that 
connected various regions of the state. To establish a coherent system the Penn
sylvania Legislature passed an internal improvement act in March 1824 which 
authorized the establishment of the "Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of 
Internal Improvements in the Commonwealth." With the organization of this 
society, the state became more financially involved in the building of internal 
improvements, and battles within the legislature ensued. 22 

In May 1825 a state convention on the need for internal improvements mer. 
It authorized the building of a canal to connect the Susquehanna with the Ohio 
River and Lake Erie. 23 Opposition came from the southern counties of the 
Susquehanna region; they felt "the plan was impracticable and technically im
mature, that the resources of the State were inadequate to carry through the 
program outlined without oppressive taxation, and tha~ the canal was chiefly a 
Philadelphia measure." These counties resented paying for a canal that would 
benefit only Philadelphia and the counties through which it passed; the canal 
would also hurt their trade. The bill that passed as a result of this meeting 
would eventually produce the State Works Act of 1834, which helped to bring 
about state bankruptcy in 1841.24 The amount of state bonds issued in 1820-
24 by the State of Pennsylvania had been $13,000,000; by 1835-37, the amount 
rose, to $1 08,000,000-over $60,000,000 of this debt had been incurred for 
the purpose of building canals. Canals were also difficult to maintain and ex
pensive to repair; floods damaged Pennsylvania canals time and time again, 
costing the State additional money to repair the destroyed banks. 25 

The Main Line Canal benefitted Carlisle and the Susquehanna Valley indi
rectly after the completion of the Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad in 1834 . 
An easy trip could be made by train from Philadelphia, and canal boat from 
Columbia to Harrisburg; and once in Harrisburg, one had an option of travel
ling on a number of fine turnpikes that now led to various towns in the 
Susquehanna Valley. In 1835 Peregrin Prolix chose to take this route for his 
"pleasant peregrination through the prettiest parts of Pennsylvania." Prolix 
described his trip along the section of the Susquehanna River from Columbia 
to Harrisburg in a canal packer boat in great detail. These canal boats were 
equipped for sleeping. Prolix described the accommodations: 

At nine P.M. the steward and his satellite begin the work of arranging 
the sleeping apparatus. This consists of a wooden frame six feet long and 
twenty inches wide, with canvas nailed over it, a thin mattress and sheets 
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&c. to match. The frame has two metallic points on one side which are 
inserted into corresponding holes in the side of the cabin, and its 
horizonraliry is preserved by little ropes descending from the ceiling fas
tened to its other side. There are three tiers of these conveniences on each 
side . .. 

Meals were also served, and for recreation the passengers could walk "about 
on the roof of the cabin, at the risque of being decapitated by the bridges which 
are passed under at short intervals. Despite the crowded sleeping quarters and 
the ever-present danger of decapitation, Prolix found travel by canal boat pref
erable to travel by railroad or stagecoach. 26 

As early as late 1834 Baltimore began to feel the effects of Pennsylvania's 
latest internal improvements, including the recently completed Philadelphia 
and Columbia Railroad. Baltimore began to lobby in Harrisburg for a charter 
to construct a canal along the lower Susquehanna from the Columbia to Mary
land border, where it would connect with a Maryland-incorporated canal. The 
bill passed despite the resistance of Philadelphia interests, but the latter did 
manage to attach certain "riders" to the act. These stipulated that charges on the 
canal could not be less than those on the Pennsylvania and Columbia Railroad 
with the exception oflumber, iron, and coal freightage, whose charges could be 
equal to those on the Pennsylvania state canals Y 

The success of the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal Company was as great 
as Baltimore hoped it would be. Total receipts rose steadily, beginning at $42,558 
in 1840 (the year the canal opened) and reaching $150,000 by 1849. New York 
canals experienced a drop in total receipts from 1847 to 1848, but not the 
Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal. As the president of the company, George 
Dobin, explained in the company's annual report for 1849, "it was not so how
ever with ours, since we seem to depend for our annual increase of revenue 
upon some surer basis than any casual impulse to trade."28 

Although the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal competed successfully with 
the railroads, not all canals were as fortunate. Before 1840 the amount of traffic 
carried by railroads was insignificant as compared to amount transported by 
internal waterways. By 1860 the volume of trade had equalized between the 
railroads and the internal waterways, and the value of goods transported by the 
railroads exceeded that carried on the internal waterways. 29 The use of canals 
for commerce and by passengers began slowly to decline with the arrival of the 
railroad. 

IV. RAILROADS 

"After many stoppings to let out passengers and let in water, and after taking 
into our eyes many enchanting views, and millions oflittle pestilent cinders, we 
arrived ... without accident or adventure." Peregrin Prolix, 183530 

Although Carlisle and its neighboring towns of the southwest Susquehanna 
Valley region did not support the growth of the canal system because it would 
not benefit them directly, they heartily endorsed the building of railroads. No 
canal was dug down High Street in Carlisle, but the Cumberland Valley Rail-
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road laid its tracks through the center of town, and that, to Carlislians, symbol
ized prosperity. 

As early as 1827 Baltimore began to consider the possibility of constructing 
a railroad north through the Susquehanna Valley. In February of 1828 the Mary
land Legislature incorporated the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad to ex
tend from Baltimore to the Pennsylvania state line south ofYork. By December 
1827 friends of the railroad had petitioned the Pennsylvania legislature to in
corporate a railroad from the state line below York to the Conewago Falls and 
Carlisle. The supporters of this act argued that the railroad would be safer than 
river navigation, open all year round, and would cheaply supply central Penn
sylvania with commodities that could be acquired only from a seaport. 3 1 

Philadelphia, of course, realized the immediate implications of such a pro
posal and violently opposed it; its newspapers cried out that no act had every 
been proposed "so immediately and expressly designed ." to injure Philadelphia, 
and that "it would be a paltry return to our State for her immense expenditures, 
to become the mere thoroughfare of wealth passing to Baltimore." The sec
tional rivalries that had developed during the canal fight surfaced once more. 
Southern Pennsyslvanian legislators denied that a railroad to Baltimore would 
divert trade from Philadelphia. 32 

The legislature rejected the bill early in 1828, but at the beginning of the 
next session the supporters of the railroad submitted another charter. Meetings 
were held in Carlisle and York to determine the best supporting strategy. De
spite all the planning, the legislature also defeated the second charter in Febru
ary 1829. In 1831 the legislature adopted a different measure for the construc
tion of a railroad through the Cumberland Valley which would feed into the 
Philadelphia rail system . This proposed railroad also covered the same region 
that Baltimore had wanted to tap with its proposed Baltimore and Susquehanna 
Railroad. 33 

In March 1830 a proposal for a shortened route for a railroad from Maryland 
to York passed the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, but failed in the 
Senate. The southern counties called Philadelphia "illiberal, unjust , promotive 
of invidious hostility, contrary to the spirit of social contract, and calculated to 
aggrandize a part of the expense of the whole."34 The bill to incorporate the 
York and Maryland line finally passed both houses of the legislature in March 
1832. The railroad had some problems raising funds, but received a million 
dollar loan from the Maryland Legislature. Engineering problems occurred be
cause of the irregularity of the land between York and Baltimore. Laborers called 
a strike in early 1836. Despite all of these troubles, the line was completed on 
schedule .35 

As previously mentioned, the Pennsylvania Legislature in April 1831 incor
porated the Cumberland Valley Railroad Company to construct a railroad from 
Carlisle to the Susquehanna River at or near Harrisburg.36 The public did not 
respond by buying shares, however, so the charter lapsed. An application was 
again made to the government on behalf of the company, which was accepted 
in June 1835. Enough stock was sold by the end of that month to warrant a 
formal organization of the company. As was to be expected, Carlisle interests 
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HARRISBURG. View of the Susquehanna River and Bridges. Cumberland County Historical Association. 



urged their fellow citizens to subscribe to the railroad. The American Voluntee1; 
one of the Carlisle weeklies, asserted that "surrounded as we are by a rich and 
fertile country, all that is now wanted to transform our place from a languid , 
inactive village to a splendid city is a safe, expeditious and cheap communica
tion with Philadelphia.37 W. Milnor Roberts, chief engineer of the Cumber
land County Railroad, reported: 

Up co rhe present period nearly rhe whole of ir has been raken co Balti
more upon rhe rurnpikes leading from Chambersburg and Carlisle co rhar 
ciry. The facr rhar rhose rurnpikes have yielded a handsome percentage on 
rheir cosr is conclusive evidence of rhe exrent of business rhey have en
grossed. Ir is scarcely known co Philadelphia rhar a large proporrion of rhe 
jusrly celebrared Howard Street flour is rhe producr of rhe Cumberland Val
ley, in Pennsylvania, which has only been carried rhirher because ir was 
evidenrly rhe mosr convenient seaporr. 38 

In February 1836 the Cumberland Valley Railroad was granted the privilege 
of constructing a bridge over the Susquehanna River, giving the Cumberland 
Valley a connection with the Harrisburg and Lancaster railroad, and via this, 
with Philadelphia. 39 

On August 18, 1837, the railroad opened its line from Carlisle to the 
Susquehanna River. It took the train only 57 minutes to travel from Carlisle to 
Harrisburg, and only 47 minutes to return . Carlisle celebrated wildly. Toasts 
were "drunk with great glee." One was to "The silent language of the rail 
road-Large crops to the farmer-abundant employment to the manufacturer 
and mechanic-extensive sales to the merchant-and a travelling propensity to 
those who have nothing to do at home." Another was to "Internal Improve
ments-great sources of national wealth, and national union. They embrace 
the common interests of all classes of the community. "40 The entire Cumber
land Velley Railroad line was opened by rhe end of 1837. 

The Railroad became well-known for one technical innovation installed on 
its line ~ In 1837 the "Chambersburg," the first sleeping car ever built, designed 
by Embry and Dash of Philadelphia, was placed in service on the Cumberland 
Valley Railroad in the spring of 1838.41 In 1849 the Railroad switched from 
wooden to iron rails. 

In 1838 the prosperity of the Cumberland Valley Railroad was threatened by 
Thaddeus Stevens, lawyer, politician, and iron-master, who wanted the state to 
finance and build a railroad linking his iron mines and furnaces in Adams and 
Franklin counties with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thus facilitating the 
development of his properties. This would have diverted some of the local trade 
of the Cumberland Valley Railroad . The matter was referred to the "Commit
tee on Roads, Bridges, and Inland Navigation of the (Pennsylvania) Senate," 
which ruled for the Cumberland Valley Railroad .42 Stevens' proposed railroad 
was never built. 

Other problems developed on the Cumberland Valley Railroad . In 1844 the 
bridge over the Susquehanna connecting the Cumberland Valley with the east 
burned from sparks created by a passing locomotive; as a result the railroad lost 
its link to Philadelphia from December 1844 to 1846.43 The chartering of the 
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Pennsylvania Railroad in 1846 crushed all hopes that the Cumberland Valley 
Railroad might have had of becoming a link in the railroad connection to the 
west. Philadelphia financiers and investors had decided that the Cumberland 
Valley line was too close to Baltimore "to be free from diverting influences, "44 so 
i.t created an entirely new railroad. 

Profits in 1849 for the railroad between Chambersburg and Harrisburg had in
creased to over $100,000, about half of which was derived form freight charges. The 
majority of the 37,439 tons of freight hauled was flour, ore, grain, coal, and lumber.45 

In April 1846 the Pennsylvania legislature passed an act to incorporate the 
York and Cumberland Railroad Company. The act empowered the company to 
construct "a railroad from the borough ofYork to unite with the Cumberland 
Valley Railroad, at some point between Mechanichsburg and the Susquehanna 
river." The Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad Company in its Report on the 
Proposed Construction of A Railroad from York to the Cumberland County Rail
road admitted that 

Though the road to be constructed will be within the limits of the State 
ofPennsylvania, yet it is our own State that is most interested in its comple
tion . By this means, her large investment, and that of the city of Baltimore, 
in the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad, may soon be made profitable, 
while the vast amount of trade which would be attracted to our city, would 
add a new and important item to the sources of commercial prosperity.46 

Baltimore hoped by this railroad to tap the goods of six Pennsylvania coun
ties-Bedford, Franklin, Cumberland, Dauphin, York, Adams. The report stated, 
"By constructing the proposed road, we would bring the rich granaries of this 
region within a few hours travel of Baltimore, and might reasonably expect to 

secure almost the whole of the trade." The York and Cumberland Railroad 
opened in 1851, giving Carlisle and its neighboring towns a direct railroad line 
with BaltimoreY 

After receiving permission from the legislatures of both Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, the various branches of the railroad that spread throughout the 
Susquehanna Valley were consolidated into the Northern Central Railroad 
Company on December 4, 1854. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad began to 
fear the Northern Central as a rival, and applied personal and political pressure 
on the Maryland Legislature to make the Northern Central Railroad repay its 
debt to the state. The Northern Central Railroad admitted that it could not 
meet its debt; value of its stocks fell and earnings failed to equal the expenses of 
operation. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bought much of the Northern 
Central Railroad stock, but ended up selling it during the financial panic caused 
by Lincoln's election in 1860. The Pennsylvania Railroad snatched up these 
shares, and gained control of the Northern Central Railroad. 48 

Until 18 55 goods transported east on the Cum berland Valley Railroad to the 
seaboard were divided equally between those destined for Philadelphia and those 
for Baltimore, while return goods were shipped mostly from Philadelphia. In 
1855, however, Philadelphia began to dominate eastward traffic, and Baltimore 
declined as a competitor as a result of its weak financial situation caused by the 
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intense competition between the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad and the 
Baltimore and Ohio Rai lroad. 49 By 1860, with the Pennsylvania Railroad's 
acquis ition of the Northern Central Railroad, Philadelphia had a virtual mo
nopoly over the products of the Susquehanna region. 

V. CONCLUSION 

"Carlisle was now [1 758] a boom town of the Wes t, expected to grow quickly 
in size and prosperity. " Sellers, Dickinson College, 22. 

"New, and as far as our town is concerned, untried branches of mechanism 
have been commensedm and a spirit of enterprice, industry, and competition 
seems everywhere to prevail. " 

American Voluntee1; 185?5° 

These two quotations app lying to Carlis le in 1758 and almost 100 years 
later, reflect the belief that its citizens always held th at Carlisle wo uld become a 
major center of commerce and industry. During this century Carl isle grew 
steadily, and was a trade center for the towns of the Susquehanna region west of 
the river. Philadelphia and Baltimore fought for the goods that were transported 
both to and from Carlisle by creating better modes of transportation . Each 
improvement in transportation made by Baltimore, was matched or bettered 
by Philadelphia, only to have Baltimore try again to outdo its rival. This com
petition encouraged and stimulated the growth of Carlisle; without it, Carlisle 
co uld easily have stagnated or even died. The Philadelphia to Lancaster Turn
pike pumped new life into the town in the 1790s; its impact went unmatched 
until the com ing of the railroads in the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s. The railroads 
transformed Carlisle from the rural transhipment center it h ad been for the 
preceding one hundred years into a manufacturing center. By 1880 Carlisle 
supported 3 1 factories and 15 mills, an expansion that would have been impos
sible without the railroads, which brought goods directly to and from Carlis le 
with greater speed and efficiency. 
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The Artificial Swan, the Elephant, and the 
One Hundred Educated Canaries: 
Public Performance in Cumberland County 1800-1870 
Clarke W Garrett 

In the first decades of the nineteenth century, it was no simple matter for pro
fessional performers to get to the Cumberland Valley, and local newspaper cov
erage of entertainment is so sketchy that we can only guess at how often theat
rical companies, musical groups, or other entertainers included Carlisle, 
Shippensburg, Chambersburg, and other towns on their itineraries. The first to 
advertise in the newspapers was a group of actors from Virginia and Maryland 
who came to Carlisle in October of 1791 and again in 1798. Both times, they 
stayed about a week and presented a series of currently popular plays, the most 
ambitious of which was Sheridan's The School for Scandal. On both occasions 
Carlisle was part of a circuit that took the company all the way from Yorktown, 
Virginia, to York, Pennsylvania. 

Their performances were probably given in a makeshift theater that they 
erected in the large assembly or ball room of one of Carlisle's many taverns. 
This was also the case in 1802 when a Mr. Rannie announced that in "Mr. 
Hiegel's Large Ball-Room" he would perform "Philosophical and Magical Arts 
mingled with delusions by Magnetical Attractions," followed by "Ventriloquism," 
as well as "his various and much admired Imitations of all kinds of Birds and 
Beasts almost unknown." The performance would conclude with a dialogue 
involving a Scotsman. Rannie, too, drew sufficient crowds to perform in Car
lisle for a week. He returned the next summer, offering the same act with the 
addition of what were apparently large mechanical toys . They were described in 
the advertisement as "1 0 or 12 artificial Comedians ." The mechanical star of 
the show was "the artificial Swan," which would "go about and inform the 
company how many days, months, weeks, there are in a year." Later in the 
century, ventriloquists, magicians, and dialect comedians would follow the path 
Mr. Rannie blazed into Cumberland County, but only one of them did animal 
imitations, and none of them had an artificial swan. 

N OTE: The marerial in rhis anicle will appear in rh e aurhor's forthcoming book on popular 
enrenainmenrs and leisure. Because full cirarions w sources and orher references will be given 
rhere, rhey have been omirred here. 
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A month after Rannie's first visit to Carlisle, a Philadelphia actor, dancer, 
acrobat, and onetime circus performer named John Durang arrived with a the
atrical company. They too performed for a week in Hiegel's tavern. Their first 
evening's entertainment contained an abbreviated version of Shakespeare's The 
Taming of the Shrew, a "pastoral dance" by Durang's pupils, a "ballad dance" 
that fea~ured all the popular steps of the day, a one-act "musical piece," and a 
pantomtme. 

We are singularly fortunate that Ourang wrote a memoir of his experiences, 
from which we can learn more about the life of the traveling entertainer in our 
region in the first decades of the nineteenth century. Durang performed in 
Philadelphia in the winter, and in a number of summers performed on what he 
called the "Dutch circuit" of southern Pennsylvania (a reference to the Ger
mans) that sometimes included Carlisle. In 1802 he performed in Harrisburg 
before coming to Carlisle, and from Carlisle he went to Hanover by way ofYork 
Springs . When he returned in 1809, it was on a tour that included Hagerstown, 
Frederick, Chambersburg, Lancaster, and again Hanover. This rime Durang 
was in Carlisle for two weeks, playing every night, he said, before a full house. 
Ever the careful businessman , he also noted that his total receipts for the two 
weeks-at 25 cents a ticket-were $400, less expenses of $127.57. It was hardly 
a princely income, but in that era performers faced little prospect of employ
ment in the cities during the summer. 

Although it is not mentioned in his memoirs, Durang made a third visit to 
Carlisle in 1810. Billing himself as "professor of dancing and member of the 
New Theatre of Philadelphia & Baltimore," he announced that he was bringing 
an expanded company of performers from "the Philadelphia Theatre." In real
ity, they were probably mostly members of his own family, since his 1812 com
pany (when he did not visit Carlisle) consisted of"F. Durang and wife, Blissett 
and wife, C. Durang, Jones, Morgan, myself and daughters." They had a car
riage for "bagage and scenery" in addition to carriages and horses for the com
pany. In 1810 Durang advertised that his performances in Carlisle would in
clude "theatrical and dramatic performances, historical comedies, operas, 
pan tomimical and ballet dances , accompanied by scenery, machinery, painting 
in transparencies, music and brilliant dresses." They also featured a band, con
sisting of clarinet, violin , string bass, and percussion. We know from Durang's 
memoirs that he brought his company to Carlisle once more in 1815, but the 
fact that there is no mention of it in the local newspapers raises the possibility 
that other actors were visiting the Cumberland Valley as well. 

This rime Durang erected his theater in a tavern in the east end of Carlisle run 
by "John Kernan, an Irishman ." The performances were so profitable for both 
Ourang and the tavern that Kernan urged him to remain. Durang would have 
done so, bur the other performers were unwilling "to study a line more, tho' it 
was for rhare [sic] interest too. " According to Durang, the landlord threatened 
them and even damaged one of the carriages in an effort to keep them in town. 
Reflecting the era's ethnic prejudices, Durang commented that while Carlisle's 
"gentry" were "as polite, humane and as good in every respect as any in America, 
... they stand in ... dread and fear of the low Irish who live among them." 
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The company made its way down the valley to Shippensburg, where they 
stopped to rest. They were urged to stay and perform, but Durang decided that 
the town was "too small to make it worthwhile." They therefore went on to 
Chambersburg, where they performed for two weeks in a coachmaker's shop 
that Durang converted into a theater. 

Although Durang toured at least one more season, he never again came to 
Carlisle. In 1822 two actors named Herbert and Williams brought an acting 
company to Carlisle for a week. Instead of using one of the taverns, they per
formed in the new addition to the Court House known as County Hall. They 
too offered mixed programs that included, in addition to dances, comic operas, 
farces, "Blue Beard, or Female Curiosity," and at least one eighteenth-century 
classic, She Stoops to Conquer. An amateur group in Carlisle called the Thespian 
Society had presented Goldsmith's great comedy three years before. According 
to Lenore E. Flower and Milton E. Flower's This Is Carlisle, the Thespian Soci
ety flourished in town for several decades, but if it indeed did so, no records 
have survived. 

Carlisle had · its first professional musical performance, of a sort, when in 
1822 Mr. R. Smith announced that he intended to give two evenings of "Reci
tations and Songs" in County Hall. Herbert and Williams's company returned 
the following year, performing this time in Garrettson's tavern and offering as 
part of their repertory Romeo and juliet, probably in a drastically abbreviated 
version. Other theater companies played Carlisle in 1824 and 1826, and then 
no more came until 1860. Their disappearance was probably a result of the 
decline of theater generally, as the plays of the golden age of the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries went out of fashion, to be replaced by the over
blown romantic vehicles that dominated the stage for much of the century. 

Another, very different, form of entertainment was even more popular in 
Cumberland County in the first half of the nineteenth century-the circus. In 
the course of that period, it evolved dramatically from the eighteenth-century 
circus that consisted simply of clowns, equestrian performers, and perhaps an 
acrobat. Gradually, menageries, side shows, and elaborate parades were added, 
so that by mid-century the annual appearance of the circus was a high point of 
the year for many towns in the Valley. 

In 1798 a circus performed in Carlisle in the yard of the county jail. It was 
led by "Mr. Sully," who according to Richard Poole was William Sully, a famous 
English singer and acrobat. That other feature of the modern circus, the wild 
animal menagerie, first found its way here separately, when in 1816 "nine dif
ferent and curious animals" were displayed outside Fought's tavern. They in
cluded an elk, "a Pig with five feet," a ram with four horns, a five-legged sheep, 
a "Pelican, from East India," an eagle, an ape, a "sea-tiger," and an alligator. All 
the animals, the exhibitor noted, were alive . 

In 1823 Carlisle got its first experience of the animal that would eventually be 
associated with every circus when an elephant was exhibited at Hum rick's tavern. 
"The large and learned Elephant," the advertisement declared, was "one ofTHE 
GREATEST NATURAL CURIOSITIES EVER OFFERED TO THE PUB
LIC." Admission was twelve and a half cents, with children admitted at half price . 
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Another popular entertainment of the era, the "museum" of natural curiosi
ties, came to Carlisle the next year. For over a month a collection consisting of 
"Quadrupeds, Birds, Insects, Fishes, Minerals, Muscles [sic]," plus "a number 
of fine views and paintings," was on display in Mrs. Cooper's tavern. Four years 
later, another museum came to Carlisle that in addition to the usual bizarre 
variety of exhibits featured the performing "Dog Apollo, who could do arith
metic, distinguish the different planets," and "play Dominoes, with any of the 
company." Such traveling exhibitions of oddities persisted at least until mid
century. In his Old Home Week Letters, Charles Leeds recalled that in his youth 
there were "small shows of monstrosities that exhibited from time to time in 
that old frame building on West Louther street." 

Live animal exhibits came through the Cumberland Valley in the next years, 
but without elephants. An anticipation of what was to come as the circus evolved, 
was an exhibit in 1836 that featured not only animals but also a "celebrated 
national band of twelve musicians." And in addition to a performance by "the 
poney [sic] and monkey," Mr. VanAmburgh and a small boy would enter the 
"cage of animals." It was the first of many appearance in the Cumberland Valley 
by one of the great pioneers of the modern circus. 

At the same time that the "nine different and curious animals" were being 
exhibited in 1816, inside the tavern a series of painting was displayed depicting 
scenes from the recently concluded War of 1812. Such exhibits, of which the 
famous diorama at Gettysburg is a noted example, were enormously popular 
throughout much of the century. A diorama exhibited in 1819 added lighting 
effects, including a thunderstorm and a tomb struck by lightning. Another, 
displaying "The Grand Roman Historical Painting of the Death of Virginia," 
was 200 feet long and consisted of "upwards of 50 figures as large as life." The 
"Great American Panorama," exhibited in the Court House in 1855, showed 
all the events in the early history of the United States on "upwards of 28,000 
feet of canvas," all explained to the audience by "a competent lecturer." The 
entire display of 63 separate scenes was accompanied by music provided by a 
talented Dickinson student, Horatio C. King. 

King wrote in his diary about another diorama not mentioned in the news
papers. It was called the "Kinetoscope of Cuba," but King said that although 
the paintings were very good, he had seen so many such displays that he found 
this one "extremely borous." He added that the exhibit also included "some 
automaton dancing that was pretty good. The movements of the figures was 
very lifelike." 

As dioramas were becoming more and more elaborate, so were circuses . In 
1845 Carlisle, Dillsburg, Newville, Shippensburg, and Chambersburg were all 
visited by a circus that featured a parade through town led by the New York 
Brass Band, equestrian and acrobatic acts, clowns, a company of "Negro min
strels," and "the far-famed and unequalled Negro breakdown dancer John Dia
mond." Welch's National Circus two years later offered a "Grand Military Scene" 
honoring Zachary Taylor's recent victories in the Mexican War that was exhib
ited on a pavilion lighted by "patent Sylvie gas." 

Some citizens were becoming jaded with all the circuses . The Herald wrote of 
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a company visiting Carlisle in 1859 that "it was the same old circus that has been 
making its periodical visits for the last twenty years; the same stupid routines of 
ring performances; the same acrobatic feats; the same dull clown ... using the 
same stale jokes." Looking back on the circuses of the same era after 50 years, 
Leeds remembered them quite differently. He recalled as a boy getting up on 
"circus day" and going up the Chambersburg Pike or Walnut Bottom Road to 
meet the circus as it came along the road into town. Dan Rice's circus was 
excellent, and so was Robinson and Eldridge's. Jim Robinson,_ he recalled, "was 
the best and most daring bareback rider we ever saw." And Horatio King thought 
the circus he attended in Carlisle in 1855 to be "a first rare one," despite a fight 
that interrupted the proceedings: "Men fighting, children and women crying. 
Were q uiered after a while and the performance went on." Leeds also recalled 
that "in those days you could always count on a fight before the circus company 
[left] the grounds." 

In 1848 Cumberland County saw irs first circus parade led by an elaborate 
chariot in which the band rode. There were also two performing elephants, 
named Jenny Lind and Romeo. The next year Dan Rice, the most famous clown 
of the era, brought his "Circus and Hygeine Dispensary" [medicine show] to 
Carlisle and Shippensburg. Irs parade was led by what the advertisement claimed 
was "the Cohort and State Equipage" of Louis Philippe, the recently deposed 
king of France. The show offered, "For the ea1; Menter's Wizzard Bugle and 
DAN RICE'S Songs and jokes." Perhaps it was not "the same old circus" after all. 

With the exception of a few magicians and an elocutionist or two, the news
papers neither advertised nor reported on any other kinds of public perform
ances until 1846, when a pianist named E. L. Walker gave several concerts . A 
native of Carlisle, he had just returned from a tour "abroad," and had appar
ently decided to give his home town the opportunity to hear him. The Carlisle 
Herald described him as "the first Pianist in America," adding that people in 
New York and Boston were amazed that such an artist had spent most of his life 
in "a quiet country town ... 'in the wilds of Pennsylvania'." Assisted by his wife, 
a singer, he gave two concerts, each one (at least according to the newspapers) 
attended by "a large and fashionable audience." The second concert featured his 
own variations on "Yankee Doodle" ("the audience was carried away with ex
citement"), his salute to the Mexican War called "General Taylor's Grand March," 
and, as an encore, "The Last Rose of Summer." 

In 1846 and again in 1849 Carlisle was visited by a family singing group, the 
six Bakers of Salisbury, New Hampshire. They did not perform at the Court 
House but rather in a former Methodist church that had been acquired by the 
Board of Education and was now known as Education Hall. It was a small, 
rectangular space, inconveniently located off Pitt Street on Chapel Alley, and 
was never very satisfactory. 

Like the several other singing groups that toured during the next decades, 
the Bakers offered a variety of popular, semi-classical, and traditional songs, 
both sacred and secular, many of which (like today's popular performers) they 
had written themselves. After their concerts, they sold copies of their music, 
"arranged for Piano accompaniment." Bass singers were much in vogue, and 
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the Bakers had in the person of George E. Baker the possessor of a "DOUBLE 
BASS VOICE [that] continues to astonish all who hear it ." 

Suddenly, touring musicians seem to have discovered Carlisle . In 1851 the 
three "little Miss Kilmistes" made what was apparently their second appearance 
in Carlisle and were "numerously attended." They then went on to perform in 
Chambersburg and Hagerstown. A week later Mr. Dempster presented an 
evening of his ballads in Education Hall. He was the composer of"May Queen, 
Lament of the Irish Emigrants, Blind Boy, &c." He did not, however, attract 
much of a crowd. The American Democrat deplored "the beggarly account of 
empty boxes" in a community it called, sarcastically, "this modern Athens." A 
month later two singing groups performed, the Serenaders and the Alleghenians, 
the latter proclaimed to be "the best quartette in the country." 

It had been in the previous fall, however, that the performer who was to be 
the favorite of Cumberland County for the next 20 years made his first appear
ance. The advertisement read as follows: "Ventriloquism, magic and the learned 
canary birds at Education Hall, Carlisle . SIGNOR BLITZ. Evenings of Febru
ary 11 & 12 at 7:30 and 12th at 3 p .m . 25 cents; children half price." After his 
performances, the Herald wrote: "This famous magician has for two evenings 
past been astonishing and amusing our citizens with his wonderful exhibitions 
of necromancy, ventriloquism and learned canary birds .... Signor Blitz's exhibi
tions are the most unique, spirited and delightful entertainment, that can pos
sibly be imagined." It must be said that newspapers routinely engaged in this 
kind of rhetorical overkill, hoping, probably, that if the townspeople could be 
persuaded to turn out for such events, the performers would be willing to re
turn to a "country town" like Carlisle. 

Thus began a love affair between artist and community that brought the 
Signor to Carlisle nine times over the next 19 years, sometimes for a stay of 
several days. In 1879 a decade after Blitz's last Carlisle appearance, his nephew, 
billing himself as Signor Blitz] r., turned up to give several performances with 
his "canaries and automaton figures ." 

What else do we know about him? A casual reference in a general study of 
public entertainment records him performing in Chicago in 1848, so his was 
not just a regional act based in Philadelphia or Baltimore, as were many that 
played Carlisle in the next decades. It is unlikely that someone named Jerome 
Blitz was Italian, even if he called himself "Signor," a title that was almost as 
common as "Professor" among nineteenth-century performers . According to 
one advertisement he was "from Moravia"-the modern Czech Republic. He 
had no assistants or accompanying musical acts that we know of, and no band 
or orchestra, either his own or recruited locally. Both were common practices in 
the mid-century decades. Nor did he stage a parade through town to advertise 
his show, as was often done .. On the other hand, a piece in the Herald in 1865 
suggests that he was skilled at "playing" the town when in Carlisle. Entitled 
"Blitz at His Old Tricks," the article says that he stopped one day at "Mother 
Schultz's table" near the Square and bought an orange. He cut into it, and out 
fell a five dollar gold piece. He bought another, and out fell another gold piece . 
He offered to buy the rest, but "Mother" refused, discovering later that "the 
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funny little fellow had bought all the golden fruit in the lot. Ah, Blitz, you have 
much to answer for." So he was a small man, looking, perhaps, something like 
Hercule Poirot, as played on television by David Suchet. 

Thus Blitz traveled the country, accompanied by his ventriloquist's dummy, 
whose name was Bobby, and by his birds. Did he travel by rail? By special 
coach? A hundred canaries are a lot of birds. We know that the dummy's name 
was Bobby because in Charles Leeds's maddening but indispensable Old Home 
Week Letters, Signor Blitz, with "his wonderful Bobby," was singled out as one 
of Carlisle's three favorite acts in the 1850's. A number of other magic and 
ventriloquist acts played Carlisle in the next decades, but none of them ap
proached Blitz's popularity-and none of them brought along any canaries. 

What did Signor Blitz train the canaries to do? The newspapers never say. 
Neither does Leeds, nor does Horatio King, who wrote of a performance in 
1856 that he was "rather bored with his [Blitz's] tricks but liked the learned 
canary birds and ventriloquism very well." One newspaper announcement says 
simply that "the Wonderful SIGNOR BLITZ- the great Monarch of Magi
cians" would be accompanied by "the troupe of One Hundred trained canary 
birds, who perform every imaginable feat," which is not much help either. Musical 
groups would announce entirely new programs of songs, minstrel companies 
always brought new jokes and new specialty acts, but Blitz seems to have per
formed essentially the same show over and over again. When he performed in 
Mechanicsburg's Town Hall, the newspaper simply stated that Blitz would "give 
two of his unrivaled performances .... A prominent feature of these exhibitions 
will be the learned canary birds." We assume that the canaries died and had to 
be replaced, which means Blitz must have put in a good bit of time training 
new birds in those "feats." 

Thanks to a large collection of advertising handbills preserved in the Library 
Company in Philadelphia, we actually know quite a bit about the act that Blitz 
performed, with minor variations, for at least 20 years . The handbills announce 
that "The Birds do Laugh- the Birds do Play! And Blitz will Drive Dull Care 
Away!" His ventriloquism consisted not only of humorous dialogues with Bobby 
but also of the sound of children laughing and crying, "Mankind in the various 
Stages of Life," and "a Zoological Concert"- in other words, animal imita
tions. The final act of each show was "the Wonderful Dance of Six Plates on a 
Common Table!" Blitz also gave lessons in ventriloquism and offered for sale "a 
Variety of Family Amusements, Magical Scrap Books, &c." 

Above all, the handbills describe the tricks performed by the hundred edu
cated canary birds. Several of them have little drawings of the birds doing their 
tricks. There are "Grandpapa standing on his head," "Bird James surrounded 
by fire," "Grandma in her chair," "Baby in her cradle," "Grandma, Baby, and 
Doctor in the swing," and, most impressive of all, "Dead bird. " 

This last feat can be appreciated only by quoting fully from the handbill: "A 
ring, borrowed from a lady, will disappear from a gentleman's hand. A number 
of eggs will be produced and handed to the company to select one from which, 
on being broken, will be found to contain a living Canary, bearing the ring 
around its neck. The little Bird will then astonish the audience by appearing 
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dead, but by command, will instantly return to life." It is small wonder audi
ences were happy to see Signor Blitz's act over and over again. 

Signor Blitz returned to Carlisle in the fall of 18 51, then not again until 
1856. By the time he returned, Education Hall had been replaced as Carlisle's 
principal performing space by Marion Hall, which the Herald confidently pro
claimed to be "one of the handsomest halls in the country." The paper argued, 
probably with justice, that the plain and uncomfortable Education Hall had 
kept performers away from Carlisle. It had even kept the townspeople away, 
since it was located "in a dirty alley, surrounded by stables, the slightest rain 
making it impossible to approach it, its entrance too besieged by an army of 
boys, through whose ranks it is really a shame to drag ladies (for drag them you 
had)." The new hall on West Main Street was named Marion Hall in honor of 
the Revolutionary general. It seated 500, on settees that could be removed for 
dances, banquets, and the like. 

The building of Marion Hall does seem to have increased the number of 
public performances in Carlisle, especially musical ones. A local violinist named 
Schumacher played several concerts there before setting out to attempt a pro
fessional career in Philadelphia. William Skiles, choir director at the First Pres
byterian Church, launched the first of Carlisle's amateur vocal ensembles, per
forming concerts consisting of"Operatic Choruses, Glees, Quartettes and four 
part songs," plus ballads sung by George Hill, who like Schumacher was to 
leave Carlisle in pursuit of a professional career. 

In 1855 a group that rivaled Blitz in local popularity, a quartet called the 
Continental Vocalists, made the first of twelve appearances in Carlisle. If the 
appeal of Signor Blitz's act was that it was unusual, exotic, yet at the same time 
"chaste" and inoffensive, quartets like the Continentals, while equally whole
some, were also patriotic and pious. As the American Volunteer wrote of a simi
lar group, the Alleghenians, they were "true Americans of the right stamp," 
whose performances "elevate, refine, and ennoble those who are brought within 
their influence." 

The first minstrel show noticed by the newspapers was performed in Carlisle 
in 1852. Minstrel shows had been popular in New York and other east coast 
cities for many years, and the newspaper's comment that this show was "well 
calculated to delight and amuse all who are fond of Ethiopian entertainments," 
suggests that minstrel shows may have come through earlier. They were to be 
popular into the twentieth century, and, like much else in nineteenth-century 
popular culture, they became steadily larger and more elaborate. Usually, the 
minstrel show retained its original structure: the slapstick comedy and verbal 
byplay involving Tambo, Bones, and the Interlocutor; the "olio," consisting of 
specialty acts of all kinds, a predecessor of vaudeville; and a burlesque skit of 
some sort, sometimes performed in drag. The minstrel shows that visited this 
area the most frequently in the mid-century decades were led by a Philadelphia 
performer and entrepreneur named Sam Sanford, one of the pioneers of the art, 
who billed himself as "the oldest manager and proprietor of minstrelsy." Some
times he called his company an "Opera Troupe," and they did in fact stage 
burlesque versions of romantic operas such as Bellini's La Sonnambula, per-
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formed in blackface with the original libretto and some selections from the 
opera, but including as well "Ethiopian Airs, Scenic Effects and Witticisms." 
They also did burlesque versions of Hamlet and Don Quixote. In the midst of 
the Civil War the Herald praised "Sanford the Great" as king of the "nigger 
business." Sanford had lost his Philadelphia theater through poor management 
and bad investments by then, and was based in Harrisburg. This was in April 
1863, the same month that 100 Cumberland County African-Americans vol
unteered for a black Union regiment that was being organized in Massachu
setts. There were none as yet in Pennsylvania. 

Signor Blitz returned again to Carlisle in January 1856. His first two shows 
were so successful that he announced two more, followed by two in Newville's 
Literary Hall. Perhaps because he had been away so long, even Blitz promised 
novelty this time . Reflecting the contemporary fascination with spiritualism, 
he promised to present "Spirit Rappings" in addition to "New Feats of Magic, 
New Scenes in Ventriloquism ... and the Learned Canary Birds." 

Seven months later the owner of Marion Hall abruptly discontinued its use 
for performances, converting it "into rooms suitable for Daguerran halls, or many 
other purposes." There was a promise by the School Board to renovate Educa
tion Hall, but strikingly few acts played there over the next several years . When 
the Continentals played Carlisle, as they did on several occasions, they preferred 
the more elegant venue of the Court House, which now had gas lighting. 

Two performers who did play Education Hall in the 1850s are worth notice . 
The Herald urged its readers, if they wanted "to be astonished and at the same 
time enjoy a good laugh," to see "the magnetic lady." Is this the same performer 
immortalized in Hawthorne's 1852 novel, The Blithedale Romance, as "the Veiled 
Lady ... a phenomenon in the mesmeric line"? And in 1859 there was a concert 
by "Miss Greenfield, known as the Black Swan." Although the newspaper did 
not indicate it, the soprano was one of the first African-American classical art
ists to perform in this country. In 1860, an African-American minstrel com
pany, the Ethiopian Serenaders, performed in Carlisle. They wore blackface, 
just like the white companies that had preceded them. The Herald was scath
ing. Not only was the singing very poor, but in addition "the closing piece was 
a low, vulgar exhibition." 

Signor Blitz performed in Education Hall one last time, in July of 1859, 
promising to return in the fall when Carlisle had finished building its new 
performing space. After that performance, the American Volunteer provided a 
sort of clue to his continued success by commenting that "while his perform
ances are amusing and interesting, there is nothing to injure the morals or de
prave the taste." 

The new hall was named Rheem's Hall for its builder, the local entrepreneur 
Jacob Rheem. It opened in August with a children's concert directed by John 
Rheem, just returned from musical training in New England and recently ap
pointed the Carlisle schools' first music teacher. The Herald proclaimed it to be 
"one of the best exhibition rooms between Philadelphia' and Pittsburgh," and "a 
truly magnificent structure." It should be added that the Herald's editor at the 
time was Jacob Rheem's nineteen-year old son, A. K. Rheem. The hall seated 
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800 on the main floor, plus 150 in the "commodious gallery," nearly twice as 
many as Marion Hall had held. That gallery, however, would pose a continual 
problem during the hall's nearly 40 years of service. Rowdyism, heckling, even 
fights were frequent occurrences in the gallery, eventually requiring the hiring 
of policemen to keep order. In 1881 Rheem's Hall was sold and misleadingly 
renamed the Sentinel Opera House. While handsomely decorated, it was really 
a multi-purpose hall with a shallow stage, no fly space for sets, and poor visibil
ity on a main floor, which was frequently used for banquets, dances, and fairs. 

As promised, Blitz turned up again in the fall of 1859, this time to raise 
money to pay for the Empire Hook and Ladder's new building on Pomfret 
Street. "Parents cannot gratify their children, in any way so much as to take 
them to see the renowned Blitz," the Herald proclaimed. 

In the early decades of the nineteenth century, as we have seen, a number of 
theatrical companies came to Carlisle to perform a week's repertory of pieces, 
generally in a tavern. That had not been the case for some decades, but now a 
group of soldiers stationed at the Carlisle Barracks was inspired by the presence 
ofRheem's Hall to organize an amateur theatrical company. Their opening per
formance was aborted, however, when a fire, probably of incendiary origin, 
broke out. It was the first of several occasions when Rheem's Hall was set on 
fire. The damage was not serious, and the Barracks company began a series of 
performances. A touring theatrical company also came to Carlisle, but the Her
ald complained of the audience that "those who cannot witness a play, without 
running out to get a drink, at every fall of the curtain, had much better stay 
away." 

Several vocal groups appeared, with the favorite still the Continentals. As the 
country drifted toward Civil War, the Herald remarked that "stocks may droop, 
money may be scarce, the banks suspend, the South threaten to secede, yet the 
'quarters' [the 25 cents admission] are always forthcoming for a concert by the 
Continentals." 

When the Continentals next appeared, in March 1862, the country was at 
war, and for some reason their show had changed substantially. They billed 
themselves as The Continental Old Folks, they had added several women to the 
group, and they performed some of their numbers in "ancient costume." In 
addition to religious music and "popular solos and choruses," they performed 
comedy numbers. The reviewer enjoyed the new routines, which, with "their 
quaint costumes and peculiar manners, never fail to elicit the most enthusiastic 
applause." The same month, war or no war, Signor Blitz, Bobby, and the birds 
got to Carlisle again and gave three shows. He seems to have been based then in 
Philadelphia, performing throughout southeastern Pennsylvania during the fall, 
winter, and spring and in variety halls in the city in the summer. 

The years 1861 and 1862, in fact, brought a remarkable variety of perform
ers to Carlisle. In addition to Blitz and the Continentals (who returned two 
more times), there were several more magicians, a dramatic troupe, Sanford's 
minstrels, two sopranos, an "elocutionist" who read among other selections 
"The Raven" and "The Charge of the Light Brigade," several circuses, and seven 
dioramas, sometimes with imposing names such as the Stereoscopton, the 
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Chromotrope, and the Grand Pan-tec-na-the-ca, the last described as five "splen
did Panoramas, painted in a new and moral style." 

However, after the Confederacy's invasion of the North and occupation of 
Carlisle in July of 1863, the performers who chose to come to the Cumberland 
Valley were fewer and less distinguished. One company, which the Herald called 
"the refuse of the Philadelphia concert saloons," put on what it called "the most 
miserably disgusting attempt to be funny and entertaining we have ever wit
nessed." Most performances at that time were by local groups. John Rheem 
organized a choral group called The Handel Musical Society, which gave several 
concerts, accompanied by orchestra; and although the theatrical troupe at the 
Barracks had dissolved, the Harrisburg Thespian Society came to Carlisle in 
1864 to give a "chaste and respectable performance." 

In the spring of that year, the Continentals turned up again, but this time as 
the secondary attraction in what was called Ellinger and Foote's Great Moral 
Exhibition, a troupe of midgets that had completed a successful engagement in 
Washington and was on its way to Chicago. Why did they stop in Carlisle? 
Who knows? The Herald was ecstatic. "Everything theretofore exhibited in the 
way of Little People is thrown entirely into the shade by these living curiosi
ties," who performed comedy sketches, danced, and did dramatic readings. They 
returned in December, again assisted by the Continentals, presenting what the 
Herald called "an entertainment that cannot be surpassed." 

In May 1865-Signor Blitz was in Carlisle the same week-the Continen
tals turned up again, this time on their own and calling themselves the Conti
nental Minstrels. Having performed in Carlisle, they moved on to Newville, 
Shippensburg, and Mechanicsburg. All these changes in their act, plus their 
performing for the first time in smaller communities in the Valley, leads one to 
suspect a group on its way out, but the Continentals in fact appeared in Carlisle 
three more times. 

By odd coincidence, their next appearance again took place the same week 
that Signor Blitz and the canaries were here. They were again a quartet, and 
there is no indication that they did comedy sketches or wore "ancient costumes." 
In the lobby they sold illustrated brochures containing the words and music to 
some of their songs. Their final Carlisle performance, without gimmickry, was 
in late 1869. "The singing was excellent," the Herald wrote, "as it always is with 
them, and the hall was well filled." 

Signor Blitz's final Carlisle show had been seven months earlier. The Herald 
was certain that audiences would fill the hall to see his "marvelous wonders" 
and quoted approvingly the rather cryptic praise he had received in 
Chambersburg, where the newspaper wrote: "the ladies were charmed and car
ried away with his great feat of the bo[u]quets, his grand feat of the elicited 
kittens, took the audience by storm, in fact." It is fitting, perhaps, that we 
remain somewhat mystified what precisely had made Blitz such a favorite with 
audiences in the Cumberland Valley for 20 years. 

In the 1870's public entertainment in Cumberland County changed in im
portant ways. The performers who came here were much more numerous, but 
they were also more mixed in quality and in the local support they received. 
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None could be assured of a full house, as Blitz and the Continentals had always 
been. As circuses became increasingly larger, traveling by rail in their own cars, 
they frequently bypassed "country towns" like Carlisle and Newville. In 1871 
nearly the entire garrison at the Carlisle Barracks was relocated in the West, 
closer to the Indian wars. Thus their theatrical troupe, their minstrel company, 
and their splendid brass band were never heard again in Carlisle. The same year 
John Rheem, who had been a leader in the creation of a lively amateur musical 
culture in Carlisle, suddenly moved to Iowa. Many talented musicians were still 
here, but there would not be another leader to bring the talent together the way 
Rheem had done. 

Despite extensive renovations by its new owners, Rheem's Hall was consid
ered to be less and less satisfactory. What Carlisle needed was a real opera house. 
The town finally got one in 1898, but that is another story. 

The Bicycle was never so popular as this year. The critics say the use of the 
wheel has become a craze, but that is not the case. The movement is only one 
phase of the growing desire of the American people to live more in the open air 
than people in certain sections have hitherton been accustomed to do. The love 
of exercise, athletic and other; of sports in general, is distinctly on the increase. 

The Shippensburg News, July 10, 1896 
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Newville's "Hometown Newspaper": 
The Valley Times-Star and its Editors 

AngeLa Rickabaugh Shears 

Small "hometown newspapers" mean different things to different people . On 
vacation recently, I bought a copy of the local weekly newspaper-published in 
a quaint beach town for the past 142 years-and the store owner jokingly said, 
"You gonna go fish? That is the only thing people do with that paper! " There 
may be some people in my hometown of Newville who would say the same 
thing about the VaLLey Times-Stm; but I believe that paper is a valuable so urce of 
news of what is happening in the community. A small "hometown newspaper" 
fosters the sense of community that is important to people whose interests and 
activities, in many cases, are focused on jobs and institutions away from their 
home towns. The VaLLey Times-Star is successful because of its "down-home" 
point of view. Newsmakers range from Friday night 's high school football star 
or top volunteer at the senior citizen center to the person arrested for drunk 
driving. A person who lives in or near Newville is likely to recognize at leas t one 
name in every issue of the paper. 

Consistency in publishing articles important to the community is the key to 
this small newspaper over the past 139 years. It would be safe to wager that 
each week's iss ue will publish reports of town council actions, senior citizen 
center activities, and school sports, notices of church services and activities, 
school menus for the week, the County Agent article, an editorial or two, and, 
of course, births and obituaries. Readers quickly become familiar with the 
paper's format and layout, and know where to turn in each issue for the features 
they read regularly. 

Being able to present objectively the events of a small community without 
irritating or flattering people who, for various reasons, find themselves the sub
ject of an article, is one of the special qu alities of this century-old newspaper. 
The VaLLey Times-Star has carried its readers through local social and economic 
changes as well as unsettling national events . In its first year of publication the 
paper carried stories about a couple who left the area for Pike's Peak to "strike 
gold ." In more recent times there have been articles about men in the armed 
services, such as the front-page photo of Corporal Samuel Nailor, who "cel
ebrated his 19th birthday in Japan." The appearance of the Ku Klux Klan in 
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the area was brief and unwelcome, as the headline on January 13, 1954, made 
clear: "Police Are Really Out To Get Fiery Criss Burners." 1 One of the recent 
controversies was over implementation of a sewage system in 1972; the paper 
helped keep the neighborhoods accurately informed. 

My family and I have called Newville our home since 1836, and members of 
each generation were avid readers of the Valley Times-Stm; even from its begin
ning as The Star of the Valley. This paper was established by J . M. Miller and 
John C. Wagner as a non-partisan publication in 18582 The long (and dusty) 
trail of the Valley Times-Star indicates that there have been only four publishers 
in 139 years, and that the present newspaper is the result of mergers over the 
years with four other weeklies in the surrounding area. If one had to guess why 
these four were short-lived and unsuccessful, one might offer the unfortunate 
names of three of them: The Weekly Native, Cupid's Cornel~ and The Central 
Eagle. 

The life of successful newspapers, especially small ones, depends on the edi
tors' ability to sense the pulse and temperament of intensely loyal readers. Per
sonally knowing the people who make up the audience is essential for contin
ued success, as well as for meeting their needs and providing information and 
entertainment. Richard Conniff, a successful freelance writer who began his 
career writing obituaries for a small paper in New Jersey, wrote the following in 
Smithsonian magazine about readers of "hometown" newspapers: 

While daily papers flounder in competition with television and other 
modern diversions, the successful weeklies have carved out a niche. They 
enjoy special loyalty because they carry the town name on the masthead, 
pictures of the neighbors' kids on page two, and an iterri in the police blot
ter about the burglary down the street. Scoffers describe what weeklies 
print as "refrigerator-door journalism." But it works. 3 

The Valley Times-Star is meaningful to the many residents of the local retire
ment communities, who depend on the paper to keep them connected with the 
world outside their confining four walls. Some of these residents are lifelong 
Newvillians and some are transplanted from other parts of the country; but this 
friendly little paper appeals to all who read it and makes even strangers feel at 
home. A national survey has reported that "newspaper readership increases 
with age, usually peaking in the forties and fifties and then declining somewhat 
in the sixties and seventies. "4 The statistics seem to differ from those regarding 
Newville's retirement community, where a majority of residents who read the 
Valley Times-Star are in the "declining" age brackets. The paper's friendly style 
is a drawing card for these "golden agers" and is another reason why the paper 
has been so successful for so many years . 

The "character" of the Valley Times-Star seems to take its identity from the 
newsmakers through the editor to the reader. "Of the 7,437 weekly newspapers 
in the U.S., each has its own character."5 The editor determines how news is 
presented. The flavor and tone of the newspaper are developed and honed by 
the person sitting at the computer helm. The editors of both small and large 
papers all seem to have the same purpose: to report news accurately, honestly 
and objectively. An interesting editorial insight by Ben Bradlee, the long-time 
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editor of The Washington Post and respected newspaper man, wrote in his recent 
book: 

The best newspapers were still involved in the pursuit of truth with con
science, and newly determined to be interesting, useful , and entertaining 
in the process . I've always had trouble developing theories of journalism 
that were much more sophisticated than the motto of Miss Fiske at my old 
grade school: "Our best today; better tomorrow." Put out the best, most 
honest newspaper you can today, and put out a better one the next day. Or, 
more productive than my old high school motto : "Age quod agis"-Oo 
what you do. Do it right, or don't do it at all. 6 

These thoughts about what is important in the newspaper business were 
echoed by John W. Grane, for 30 years editor of the Valley Times-Star; who 
declared in an interview with the author that his aim was to produce an infor
mative, accurate, and entertaining paper each week.? Although he retired ten 
years ago, Mr. Grane's name is still fresh in the minds of citizens of Newville as 
"h " t e newspaper man. 

During the years of his editorship the Valley Times-Star constantly reflected 
Grane's character and his fondness for his adopted town. Defined as "moral or 
ethical strength, integrity, fortitude," character accurately describes his nature. 
Mr. Grane's gentlemanly demeanor and sharp-witted personality were evident 
in the weekly front-page column he wrote entitled "Around Our Way." In this 
column he wrote humorous anecdotes of events, naming the persons involved, 
much to the delight of his readers. He gathered material for this personal col
umn by talking with citizens at the corner store, the gas station (the only one in 
town for many years), the nearby park, and the sole restaurant in town. People 
were never quite sure that, after chatting with the editor, their remarks and 
observations might not appear in the next issue of the paper. But because of 
Grane's reputation for honesty and fairness, no one feared being misquoted or 
having a remark misconstrued. He can remember only one misunderstanding: 
in a few paragraphs about a park ranger and his activities that mentioned Smokey 
the Bear, the ranger mistook the allusion and thought he had been likened to 

that creature. 
Mr. Grane was the man behind the scenes as well as the man pounding the 

pavements. For 20 of his 30 years his staff consisted of himself as editor and 
sole reporter, and a secretary. In addition to strictly editorial duties, Grane was 
reporter, re-write man, advertising salesman, typist, interviewer, and photogra
pher. During his years as editor, circulation grew steadily, confirming Conniff's 
statement that the circulation of small papers nationwide more than doubled to 
57 million in the preceding 25 years. 8 

John Grane's professional career began at the University of Missouri School 
of]ournalism, which he attended by aid of the GI Bill, "a wonderful opportu
nity the federal government" provided veterans returning from World War IP 
His goal was to work on the staff of a magazine in Chicago, but there were no 
vacancies of the kind in the early 1950s. Instead he took a position as a reporter 
in a small town in Iowa for four years, then as a reporter in Ohio for two years . 
In 1957 he answered an advertisement for a position on a newspaper in rural 
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Pennsylvania. Much to Newville's good fortune, his personality and style dis
tinguished the pages of the Valley Times-Star for 30 years. His timely, accurate, 
and enjoyable newspaper was a mainstay of a community of friends and neigh
bors, in good times and bad, for 30 years. 

Asked what he liked most about being an editor, Mr. Grane responded quickly, 
"Writing. " It was his practice, he explained, to compose stories and articles in 
his head as he returned to the office after gathering the material facts. The 
ability to do this is a much sought-after skill of an experienced newspaper per
son. Grane's writing was always easy to read; it made his paper pleasurable and 
a success with all. 

Because of his devotion to the newspaper business and to his paper in par
ticular, time passed quickly for him, Grane said, even when he spent 50 to 60 
hours at work each week. "There was always something interesting going on
the job was never boring." When asked what was the hardest aspect of running 
the paper, he replied with a laugh, "The first twenty years!" One of the few 
drawbacks of the position was that the long hours at the office kept him away 
from his family. 

In the present age of what many believe to be idiotic talk shows, mindless 
computer games, and never-ending seeking for self-satisfaction, would gather
ing information for his charming front-page columns, I asked Mr. Grane, be as 
easy today as it was 20 years ago . He answered that it would be, that "all you 
have to do is kid with people a little, and they will open up. Human nature is 

• 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
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VJILLEY T!JIIES-STAR. Receipt for a subscription, 1908, with a picture of the printing office. 
Cumberland Counry Historical Sociery. 
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still the same." On another point, Grane expressed surprise that women had 
not become interested in the newspaper business until the 1960s. Women are 
talented, he continued, and have much to contribute to the business. He was 
not sure why women "waited so long-it's not as if they'd have to lift anything 
heavy!" In his mind, women had no obstacles to overcome when it came to 
choosing a newspaper career. 

A case in point: the current editor of the VaLLey Times-Star is a woman, and 
she has continued to build on the successful aspects of the paper. Barbara 
Thompson was for a number of years a writer for the Times-Star's parent com
pany, the News Chronicle, of the nearby town of Shippensburg. 1° Following 
two men, whose stints in the demanding and time-consuming position lasted 
only two to three years each, she has been editor for five years. Her biggest 
challenge is securing advertisers-the bread and butter of any newspaper. Be
cause there are few businesses in Newville, the search for advertisers is crucial, 
and space in the paper must be allotted for them. This means that she must 
make some tough decisions regarding what gets in and what does not. 

In keeping with the paper's tradition Mrs. Thompson devotes a large portion 
of the paper's news to school activities and sports, and she includes a large 
number of photos . School news is important, and she makes an effort to notice 
good behavior rather than the opposite. "I would rather print Johnny's picture 
because he won a scholarship than for being arrested." Her philosophy about 
what to print "focuses on educating, informing, and entertaining the readers." 
She believes that the VaLLey Times-Star is unique because "it keeps neighbors in 
touch, and has a little something for everyone." It is this purpose that has made 
the paper successful for several generations. 

In contrast to Mr. Grane's staff-himself and a secretary-the current staff 
consists of the editor, a part-time writer, a secretary, three or four "stringers" 
(occasional writers), and two photographers. In a weekly column "Much Ado," 
the editor allows the reader humorous glimpses into her personal life. Reflec
tions about vacations, family life, and small town skirmishes provide an inter
esting woman's perspective . 

A recent article in Forbes magazine predicted the impending demise of large 
daily newspapers because of the rapid expansion of computer networks. In an 
effort to combat this competition on a national level, the Chicago Tribune now 
has "five separate daily sections to cover local communities, and the paper has 
more reporters covering local news in the suburbs than they do downtown." 11 

Apparently this huge newspaper acknowledges the fact that people need to be, 
or to feel they are, connected to the local community where they live. Even if 
people are too busy (or afraid) to speak to their neighbors, they still want to 
know what is going on around them. 

Pennsylvania's Governor Tom Ridge in a proclamation of a state-wide "News
paper Week," hailed "the ability of newspapers to have a profound impact on 
people's lives, to reach out and inspire them, and to get them more involved 
with their families and communities." John Grane, Barbara Thompson and 
those who came before them realized the influence and effect their small home
town newspaper had and has on people's lives. Each took this responsibility 
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seriously, along with a good dose of humor, and over the years built special links 
between families, schools and parents, churches and congregations, businesses 
and patrons, friends and neighbors. People may wrap fish with the Valley Times
Star-but not until after they have read every word! 
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SPECIAL ExcuRSION TO PEN-MAR 

The Western Maryland Railroad will run a special excursion to Pen-Mar, Sun
day, July 5. The train will leave Shippensburg at 8:30a.m., returning, leave the 
Park a 6.25 p.m . There will be sacred concerts by a Mandolin club and the Pen
Mar orchestra. None of the amusement attractions will be in operation, and the 
day is expected to be spent in a quiet way. 

The Shippensburg News, July 3, 1896 
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Newville in 1859: Extracts from its Newspaper 

The foregoing article by Angela Shears is primarily a personal impression of the 
Valley Times-Star of Newville, Pennsylvania, a weekly newspaper that began 
publication in 1858 and continues to this day. The author has written about irs 
content, its editor, and irs readers, especially in the past 30 years. Although 
editorial styles have changed, printing technology has improved, and the sub
stance of our lives is in many ways unrecognizably different from that of a 
century and a half ago, the Times-Star remains primarily a "hometown newspa
per," a record of local persons, events, and institutions. 

As the random extracts published below may amply indicate, the columns of 
the Valley Star, (as it then was), in 1859 as in 1997, contained a miscellany of 
advertisements, meeting announcements, records of births, marriages, and 
deaths, and news notes from Shippensburg, Chambersburg, Newburg, Car
lisle, and other distant places. In addition, like most newspapers of that period, 
the Valley Star printed essays, short stories, poems, jokes, anecdotes, and odd 
pieces of literature culled from anthologies and, perhaps, the editor's own read
ing. All nineenrh-century papers also usually expressed in strong and often col
orful terms the opinions and prejudices of their editors and readers, whether on 
the tariff, the construction of roads, canals, or railroads, abolitionism, local 
option, or the political opposition. Sometimes there was news from the great 
world beyond: in 1859 the Valley Star printed letters from local citizens who 
had gone to set tle in Kansas or Minnesota. 

If the newspapers then as now were a so rt of pot-pourri, they also constituted 
a serious record. Newspapers of any day are one of the sources of information 
about the general social history of the place and time. This is probably truer in 
the nineteenth century than in the twentieth. Advertisements, notices of lec
tures, meetings, and dramatic productions, reports of visits, births, deaths, mar
riages, and accidents presented a picture of the daily life of the people, of the 
things that concerned them personally as pronouncements of states men, the 
issue of distant battles, federal laws, and Congressional debates never did-or 
do. These few extracts, taken at random from a single year of the Valley Stm; 
suggest such various aspects of the ordinary daily life of citizens of Newville a 
century and a half ago. 

Each of the following extracts is followed by the date of the issue of the paper 
from which it is taken. 
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A similar tapestry of life in any year might be woven from newspapers of 
Shippensburg, Mechanicsburg, Mount Holly, Carlisle, or other towns. Such a 
record, intriguing, instructive, and rewarding, might be compiled cooperatively 
by, for example, a group of honors students in the history class of any high 
school in the counry. 

Editor 

W. L. M'CULLOUGH 

Would respectfully inform the public that he keeps on hand an extensive 
supply of QUEENSWARE AND GROCERIES of all kinds. Spices. Tobacco 
and Segars. Rock and Rifle Powder. Cedar Ware. Oils and Paints. also Jones' 
patent COAL OIL LAMPS-all of which will be sold at very short prices. 

Store on Main St. Newville . [December 9, 1858] 

A CARD. D1: M. F Robinson respectfully informs the citizens of Newville 
and vicinity that he has removed to the house formerly occupied by Mr. Levi, 
one door above the Post Office, where all professional calls will be promptly 
obeyed. [December 9, 1858] 

HAVE YOU SEEN THEM! 

That superb engraving, "The Village Blacksmith" and the beautiful Art Jour
nal, which are furnished to subscribers of the Cosmopolitan Art Association, 
can now be seen at HERRON'S Law Office, for a short time only. 

[December 9, 1858] 

NEW CABINET WARE-ROOMS 
(East Main-street, NEWVILLE, PENN'A. 

where may be found or manufac tured at the shortest notice, fine Marble-top 
Dressing Bureaus, Sofos, Sofo- Tables and Wash-Stands, Tete-a-tetes, What-Nots, 
Book-Cases, French and Common Bedsteads, Cottage Furniture of eve1y style. 

CHAIRS-Cane, Windsor, Office and Arm-Chairs, Lounges. New Style 
of Office SECRETARY, manufactured exclusively at this establishment.-COF
FINS, of Cloth, Walnut, Rose-Wood and Cherry. Funerals attended in town 
and country. [December 9, 1858] 

RYE WHISKEY 

10 Barrels in store and for sale by John H . Zeigler, 18 Market street. 
[December 9, 1858] 

A GOOD OPENING.-No better opening for a Marble Dealer can be found 
than Newville. We do not know of any one being established between Carlisle 
and Chambersburg, and believe that a good workman could do an extensive 
business by locating here . Marble Cutters would do well to give this their 
attention. [December 9, 1858] 
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At a regular meeting of the "Everett Literary Association," held on Tuesday 
evening Nov. 30th, the following officers were elected for the quarter com
mencing December 7. 

President-]. Kauffman. 
Vice President-]. M. Miller. 
Secretary-S. A. Sollenberger. 
Treasurer-F. C. Williams. 

The regular meetings of the Association are held on Tuesday evening of each 
week, in the School building. They will be open to the public at an early day. 

[December 9, 1858] 

Flour, (super), 
(extra), 
(family), 

Rye Flour, 
Red Wheat, 
White Wheat, 
Rye, 
New Corn, 
Oats, 
Clover-seed, 
Timothy-seed, 
Butter, 
Eggs, 
Lard, 
Chickens, 
Turkeys, 

HOME MARKETS. 

$5.25 
5.50 
6.00 
3.50 

1.10 a 1.15 
1.20 a 1.25 

67 
55 
42 

5.00 
1.75 

18 
12 
10 

12 a 15 
50c to 1.00 

"LIVE AND LET LIVE" 

[December 9, 1858] 

CHAS. A. Henneberger informs the public that he continues to to keep on 
hand at the Depot Saloon, all kinds of Refreshments, such as Oysters, Tripe, 
Cakes, Pies, Candies, Nuts, Fruits, Beer, Ale, Mineral Water, &c. Oysters fur
nished to families and others, by the Pinty, Quart, Gallon or Bushel. By giving 
strict attention to business, he hopes to merit a continuation of patronage. 

[December 9, 1858] 
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NEWVILLE DEPOSITE BANK 

Alexander Davidson 
William Gracey 
John C. Brown 
Matthew B. Boyd 
Atcheson Laughlin 
John Hursh, Jr. 
Thomas Stough 
John P Rhoads 

Proprietors 
James McCandlish 

John Waggoner 
John Gracey 
L. H . Randall 
Abraham Grove 
Isaac A. Quigley 
James McKeehan 

This Bank, doing business in the name of Rea, Gracey & Co., is prepared to 
do a general Banking business, with fidelity and dispatch. 

Money received on deposit, and paid back on demand, without notice. On 
special deposits for four months and upwards, interest is paid at the rate of 5 per 
cent per annum. 

Notes, Drafts, Checks, &c. collected in any part of the United States. 
Discount-day-Tuesday. Applications for discount, to ensure attention, must 

be made before 10 o'clock A.M . on Discount day. 
Farmers, Mechanics, and all others desiring a safe depository for their money, 

will bear in mind that the proprietors of this Bank are individu/ly liable to the 
extent of their several estates, for all the deposits and obligations of Rea, Gracey 
&Co. 

Banking hours on Main-street, Newville, Pa. Bank opens at 9 a.m.; closes at 
3 p.m. John P Rhoads, Cashier. 

[December 16, 1858] 

A great number of strangers are expected next week, on the occasion of the 
meeting of the Teachers' Institute, in this place. We hope our citizens will 
entertain them properly, and thus preserve a good name. 

[December 23, 1858] 

We are informed that a number of "sewing and reading circles" are being 
formed in town. We are pleased to hear of this , and trust the members· will 
not-as is too frequently the case-forget that their meetings are intended to 
profit and instruct. [December 23, 1858] 

"Porky."-One day this week, Isaac Frymyer, of this place, killed two hogs, 
17 months old, which weighed 724 pounds. They produced 264 pounds of 
clean lard . [December 23, 1858] 

THE FRANKLIN RAILROAD.-The Hagerstown Mail states that a suffi
cient quantity of rail has been purchased to re-lay the track of this road. It 
further states that an arrangement has been made with the Cumberland Valley 
Railroad Company, by which that company will stock the road and run their 
cars to Hagerstown . [December 23, 1858] 
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A WORTHY ENTERPRISE.-The members of the Independent Club of 
this town, being determined that the resting place of DENNING shall be no 
longer without a mark, have undertaken the task of erecting a monument over 
the grave.-For the purpose of raising the means for procuring a monument, 
they intend giving a number of public exhibitions, the first of which will take 
place on Saturday evening next. We sincerely hope the people of this commu
nity will turn out, and give the Independents a crowded house. Every man, 
woman and child should contribute something towards the erection of the 
monument, and while doing so, they will get the worth of their money at the 
exhibition. Turn out, everybody! ... The history of Denning will be published 
in the Star at an early day. [December 30, 1858] 

ADDRESS OF THE CARRIER 
of the 

"VALLEY STAR." 
January 1, 1859. 

With a smile on his lip and an unclouded brow, 
The "Valley Star" Carrier makes you his bow; 
Though the frosts of old Winter may hover around, 
And a mantle of snow be spread over the ground; 
Yet his heart beats as warmly, as kindly and true, 
As it did when the summer-morn bathed him with dew. 
'Tis a time-honored custom-yet never before 
Has a Carrier's Address been left at your door. 
Some think it an honor-some think it an evil, 
To have a few words once a year from the devil. 

* * * 
On the New Year's bright threshold we stand and look back 
0' er the changes that cluster along our lives' track-
And we read on the world's page the record which fate 
Has made of the deeds of the year Fifty Eight. 
Need we pause for a moment to hold up to view 
The changes in China, and Nicaragua too? 
Shall we mention the treaty just made with Japan, 
Or speak of the British in far Hindostan? 
We need not-for hist'ry will surely take care 
To record the events that of late happened there. 

But here in our Village-this nice little place, 
We may pause for a moment to hastily trace 
A few little changes-mere items that float 
On the ocean of time, well worthy of note. 
First, the buildings just new, are a dozen or more, 
'Mong our merchants another has opened a store, 
While the dealers in Hardware and Tinware and Stoves, 
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Are thick as the leaves in Valambrosa's groves . 
And tailors and clothiers and shoemakers many, 
Are all wide awake and can soon make a penny. 
All trades are encouraged, and each occupation 
Yields to him who sticks to it a fair compensation. 
Yet alas! I must say it with sorrow and pain, 
That same marble mason we've looked for in vain . 

But the last great advancement just made by the car 
Of improvement, is surely the neat Valley Star. 
'Tis the last shining glory-the very best token 
That the march of improvement will never be broken. 
Then aid and support it, and blessings will shine 
All along the bright path ofthe year "fifty-nine." 

Now we hope you'll remember the carriers' pay 
For carrying the papers is nothing per day, 
And he thinks every patron, his wife or fair daughter, 
Should give him a fip, or a dime or a quarto: 

Oanuary 6, 1859] 

Our carrier returns his thanks to his friends for the very liberal manner in 
which they received him on New Year's morning. He says he will never forget 
those who gave him a quarter. Oanuary 6, 1859] 

W R. LINN, 
Newville, Pa., Agent for Prince & Co's IMPROVED MELODEONS * 

The Best in the World! 

Also the world-renowned Chickering Pianos. Violins, Guitars, Violoncellos, 
Flutes, Fifes, Picolos, Banjos, Brass Horns, all other musical Instruments, pro-
cured at the shortest notice, directly from New York. . 

Sheet Music, Musical Works, and Musical Literature generally, furnished at a 
few days' notice, 

The finest Italian Violin and Guitar Strings always on hand. . .. 
[January 6, 185'9] 

Happening to drop into Big Spring Academy a few days since, we were shown 
the different apartments of the building, and were agreably entertained by Prof 
Linn, who performed several excellent pieces of music on the melodeon, and 
accompanied them by a number of his choice songs . The Professor is thor
oughly posted in musical matters, and keeps a general variety of music and 
musical instruments, which he will dispose of at very low rates. 

[January 13, 1859] 
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We really wish something could be done to widen the pavements in town. 
They are too narrow, and will injure the appearance of the place until some
thing is done for them. If the cellar doors were removed, it would be a great 
improvement, but as that "cannot be did," we propose curtailing the streets on 
each side. Let us have a town instead of a village. [January 13, 1859] 

AN INTERESTING TOWN. Carlisle is a great place! It has a great num
ber of popular institutions . The following item from the American gives the 
names of a few of them: "We have Gas and Water, fine Hotels, elegant Boarding 
Houses, excellent Schools, Dickinson College, a beautiful Jail, a Female Semi
nary, Lager Beer and Switzer, two intermittent Banks, the Barracks, nine 
Grogeries, four "Sweat Cloths," two "Thimble rigging" establishments, Foland's 
Ten Pin Alley, and other exquisite institutions too numerous to mention: to say 
nothing of very peculiar luxuries, in the shape of horse races, cock-fights, dog
battles, nigger rows, pig-chases, pole-climbings, bad whiskey, soldier shindies, 
square spinal-termination pullings, fancy balls, &c." 

[January 20, 1859] 

St. Valentine's Day is near at hand. We presume our young friends will not 
allow it to pass by unnoticed.-There is nothing wrong in sending or receiving 
a valentine, and it affords considerable amusement for those who give or receive 
little missives on such occasions. [January 20, 1859] 

Two Fire Companies have been organized in Shippensburg-the "Vigilant" 
and "Cumberland Valley." We are glad to hear that our neighbors are moving 
in this matter. We learn, also, that a Hook and Ladder Company is being 
organized there. These companies should prove a protection from the ravages 
of fire. 

Citizens of Newville-Is your property secure from the torch of the incendi
ary? We fear not; and if it is once applied, what assistance can you derive from 
the apparatus in its present condition? But little good could be done by it. A 
Suction and Hose are indispensable, and we must have them if our property is 
to be saved. We fear, however, that nothing will be done in the matter until 
some valuable property has been leveled with the ground. What will you do, 
people ofNewville? [January 20, 1859] 

Newville Post Offlce-'John Murphy, PM. 
Mails close. For Harrisburg and intermediate places, at 9 A.M., and arrives 

at 3 PM. 
For Chambersburg, closes at 2 PM., arrives at 9:30·A.M. 
For Big Spring, closes at 2 PM. on Thursday and Monday. 
For Bloserville at 2 PM. on Saturday. 
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Lutheran Church-Divine Services are held in the Lutheran Church in this 
place, every Sabbath, alternately, at 10 112 A.M. and 2 P.M. 

J. Evans, Pastor. 

Services are held in the Presbyterian Church every Sabbath at 11 112 o'clock. 
Lecture on Wednesday evening. Concert of Prayer, first Sunday in each month, 
at 3 112 P.M. ]. S. H. Henderson, Pastor. 

Services are held in the United Presbyterian Church every Sabbath, com
mencing at 11 112 o'clock. Prayer Meeting every Friday evening at 6 o'clock, in 
the basement of Literary Hall. I. Faries, Pastor. 

[January 20, 1859] 

The Franklin Railroad 

Thus far about $35,000 have been subscribed in the vicinity of Hagerstown 
for re-construction of this road . In Greencastle and neighborhood, between 
$30,000 and $40,000 have been raised, and together with a subscription of 
$14,000 by the Chambersburg Bank, which with the $90,000 in bonds taken 
in Philadelphia and $10,000 more which will be taken about Hagerstown, leaves 
a deficiency of only $20,000-the whole amount required being $200,000. 

[February 3, 1859] 

CuMBERLAND VALLEY RAILROAD STATION, NEWVILLE. Ca. 1910. Cumberland County His
torical Society. 
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We hear from the Shippensburg News that a Literary Society has been formed 
at Middle Spring for the mutual benefit of the people of that vicinity. We are 
glad to hear that the citizens of that neighborhood are up with the times in 
literary matters. [February 10, 1859] 

Monday next will be St. Valentine's Day. We have not heard of anything 
being done here in the Valentine business. [February 10, 1859] 

What Say You?-We have often heard the question asked, "Shall we Have a 
Market House?" But asking the question will not erect the building. Let us 
now see what are a few of the advantages to be gained: In the first place, if we 
had a market house, and market held, say three mornings each week, our people 
would have no trouble to procure provisions, but all can go to one place, and be 
supplied. Secondly, Provisions of every description could be purchased at a 
lower price than at present, as farmers would not be compelled to peddle their 
goods through the streets to find buyers. Thirdly, The proceeds of a market 
house would pay a good interest on the capital invested, as a fair stall-rent could 
be procured, and a light tax on articles sold, would show a handsome profit. 
Fourthly, The farmers would have a sure market for their produce, and could 
afford to sell at lower prices than when their time is taken up in vending it on 
the streets. At the same time, they would receive the cash for their goods, which 
would be much better than to trade for different articles as they are too often 
compelled to do under existing circumstances. 

We have lived in towns not larger than Newville, where one could go to 
market on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings, and find anything eat
able offered for sale, from a bunch of horseradish, to a quarter of beef. Why 
cannot the people of Newville enjoy such accommodations? If our citizens had 
the privilege of attending market a few times, we know they would not be 
without a market-house for ten times its cost. 

Shall we have a Market House? Who will start the ball and keep it rolling 
until a house is erected? If our citizens knew the advantages to be gained, there 
would be no delay. [March 10, 1859] 
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Cumberland County NORMAL SCHOOL 

The third session of this Institution will commence in Literary Hall, Newville, 
Pa., on Tuesday, April 5th, 1859, and continue Four Months (exclusive of a 
vacation of three weeks during harvest.) 

An able corps oflnstructors have been secured and no effort will be spared to 
render the school worthy of the position it seeks to occupy, and of the patron
age it respectfully solicits. 

The school is entirely under the control of a Board of'Hustees, composed of 
one School Directorfrom each District in the County. 

Tuition Fee-$1 0 for the Session, no extras. Good Boarding can be had in 
private families, at about $2 per week. 

For circulars containing full particulars, address 

T. A. McKinney, Treasurer, Newville, Pa. 
[March 17, 1859] 

Statement of the Financial Operations of the Borough of Newville 

As per Treasurer's Report of the Receipts and Expenditures, from the 18th of 
March 1858, to the 17th of March 1859, inClusive. 

1858 

Mar. 18. 

May 11. 

1859 

Feb. 9. 
Mar. 9. 

1858 

Mar. 18. 

23. 

June 1. 

6. 

By balance in treasury 
" M. Zeigler's note for 
" Int. rec'd on H. Ferris' note 

By Cash. H. Best, collector 
do. do. do. 

* * * * * 

$21.56 
184.57 

4.41 112 

63.12 
67.00 

$330.66 1h 

For payment ofTreasurer's salary $ 3.00 
S.S.McCormic, Regulator and use of instruments 2 .37 1h 
Wm. Crawford, swearing Borough officers 2.00 
John M. Davidson, as Regulator 1.37 1/ 2 

J.H.Woodburn , work and hauling 9.62 1h 
John McDermond, for iron bolts and hasp 1.56 
].].Bowers .50 
John Waggoner for stove and sundries 12.97 
Jno. Robens 3.50 
W.L.M'Cullough, wooden buckets 1.12 112 
Jas. McKeehan, sal. as Cl'k of Council 6.70 
Wm. Boyles, salary and services as 

borough constable 
Jas . H. Woodburn, work, stone and hauling 
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Oct. 2. 
Dec. 21. 

1859 

Feb. 9. 

Mar. 4. 

12. 

17. 

H. Rhoads, int. on note 
].H.Woodburn, mending bridge, E.Main st. 

T. & J . McCandlish 
Jas . McCandlish, Pres't Resolution Fire Co. 
Jacob Zeigler, mending bridge and 

repairing Hexagon 
M. Zeigler, filling in High street 
J. H. Woodburn, two sets stepping stones 
T.A. McKinsey, Treasurer's salary 
Balance in the hands ofTreasurer, 
March 18, 1859 

9.18 
1.50 

2.12 
21.00 

6.25 
2.00 
9.00 
3.00 

$195.25 1/2 

$330.66 112 

The balance is composed of a balance on M. Zeigler's note, $97.54, and cash 
on hand $97.71 112, making whole amount in Treasurer's, as above stated. 

Outstanding Orders, $206.25 . 
JOSEPH LAUGHLIN, Clerk 

[March 24, 1859] 

On last Saturday a-week, Rev.]. Evans received from some of the members 
of his congregation, in this place, a coat and vest of very superior quality, the 
value of which we have not learned. We are pleased to notice such acts, as they 
allow the good feeling that exists between pastor and people, and especially so 
in this instance, as the Rev. gentleman named above has proven himself espe
cially worthy of any kindness his people might be pleased to bestow upon him. 

[March 31, 1859] 

Big Spring Academy 

Will commence a Summer Session on the second Tuesday of April next. 
Rev. R. McCachran 
W. R. Linn, A.M. Instructors 
R. McCachran, A.M. 

Newville, Pa. [April 28, 1859] 
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Pike's Peak 
The vernal rains were falling fast, 
As through a little village passed, 
A youth, who bore a hickory pole 
And oxen under his control. 

Pike's Peak! 

His brow was glad; his eyes were bright, 
Nor to the left, nor to the right, 
He turned, but onward kept his course, 
And shouted till his voice was hoarse, 

Pike's Peak! 

He left his happy home by night, 
And toward the west he took his flight. 
Above the moon in beauty shone, 
And from his lips escaped a groan: 

Pike's Peak! 

"You'd better stay," some old men said, 
"You'll surely lose your wits or head; 
The stormy prairie's long and wide." 
But loud the headstrong youth replied, 

Pike's Peak! 

"Beware of swindlers, cheats and thieves, 
Beware of those who would deceive." 
This was the old man's last advice, 
To whom the youth said in a trice, 

Pike's Peak! 

At length the barren plains he reached, 
His breath most gone, his form most bleach'd, 
But still he groaned that fervent prayer, 
Which did not go far through the air, 

Pike's Peak! 

A traveler by the Platte was found, 
Flat as a pancake on the ground, 
Still clinging to his hickory pole, 
And on the ground could scarcely roll. 

Pike's Peak! 

There by the diggings, cold and gray. 
Lifeless and penniless he lay. 
And could he speak, you'd hear him say, 

Humbug.' 

G! 

[April 28, 1859] 



LECTURE-Calvin Cutter, M .D ., author of several excellent Anatomical 
and Physiological works now in use in the schools of the country concluded his 
series of Lectures in this place on Thursday evening last. The Doctor handles 
his subjects in a manner gratifying to his audiences, and proved himself to be 
perfectly "at home" in all parts of the human body. [June 2, 1859] 

PARADE-The Big Spring Adamantine Guards will meet for parade in 
Newburg, on Monday next at ten o'clock. Nothing preventing, we expect to be 
in our neighboring town, on that day, and will "report" in our next issue. 

[June 2, 1859] 

Great Attraction! 

One Afternoon and One Evening 
Literary Hall, Newville 

SIGNOR BLITZ, 
The World Renowned 

Magician and Ventriloquist, 
with his 

LEARNED CANARY BIRDS, 

Will give Amusing Entertainments at the above place on Saturday, July 9th, 
1859. Commencing in the Afternoon, at 3 o'clock; Evening, at 8 o'clock. 

Admission 25 cents- Children 13 cents. [July 7, 1859] 

The Fourth 
On Monday morning, about the hour of two, the martial band aroused our 

slumbering citizens, who, up to that time, were unconscious of the advent of 
the eighty-third anniversary of American Independence. The music was kept 
up for hours, and at four o'clock all the bells in town commenced ringing, and 
continued to ring for about thirty minutes. In a short time thereafter our citi
zens were all stirring-the streets presenting an unusually bustling appearance. 
All were preparing for the "celebration." Business of all kinds was suspended, 
and mechanic, merchant, clerk and professional men, all seemed determined 
on having a holiday. About nine o'clock, the Big Spring Cornet Band paraded 
the streets, performing in their usual excellent style . At the time appointed, a 
procession was formed, consisting of the Bands, Fire Company and citizens, 
under the marshalship of JAMES M'CANDLISH, Esq. The "Resolutions" 
presented a splendid appearance. The engine and hose-reel were very tastefully 
decorated with flowers, wreaths, flags, &c., &c. On the front of the engine 
stood Master HENRY SHELLABERGER, clothed in the costume of the origi
nal Continentals, and looking not unlike a "Revolutionary Sojer." The com
pany had about forty men on parade, under command of Capt. GEORGE W. 
NORTH, who has the reputation of being one of the best firemen in the State
he having been for years an active membere of the department of the city of 
Philadelphia-consequently experience has given him full knowledge of the 
duties and workings of the best city organizations. The dress of the "Resolu-
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tions" consisted of black pants and white shirts and badge ("Resolution") on 
the hat. We have never seen a better-looking set of firemen anywhere, and we 
know that a more respectable company cannot be found in the state. After a 
parade through out streets, the procession wended its way to the beautiful grove 
of Messrs AHL, near the railroad, and adjoining the paper-mill premises. Ar
rived there, and the crowd assembled, after music by the bands, the Declaration 
of Independence was read in good style, by Master SHELLABERGER. At the 
conclusion of the reading, Dinner was announced. The table fairly "groaned 
under the weight of good things on it." We never saw a "free dinner" that could 
be compared with this one. Ham, bread, pie, cake, cheese, lemonade, and 
everything good was there in profusion. All, old and young, partook freely, and 
enough was left to "feed" many more. After dinner, and music,].]. HERRON, 
Esq., was called on, and delivered a neat and appropriate address. He alluded 
briefly to the events of "Eighty-three years ago," but confined his remarks par
ticularly to the firemen, and the benefits accruing from a proper respect for that 
noble class of citizens. Mr. H. delivered his address in a happy style, and retired 
from the stand amid the cheers of his audience. The following toasts were read 
by Mr. HERRON at the close of his address: 

Regular 
1. The Day we celebrate-May it be held in reverence, and celebrated to 

the end of time. 
2. The President of the United States. 
3. The Governor of the State. 
4. The Army. 
5. The Navy. 
6. Our Country-May it be the best, as it is the greatest country on earth . 
7 . The Resolution Fire Company-Always ready, resolved to extinguish 

fires and distinguish themselves . 
8. The Cornet Band-Hard to beat on sweet sounds-may it long con

tinue to be a bully Band. 
9. The Ladies-Fair and beautiful as angels-the only perceptible differ

ence being, that the angels wear wings, and the ladies-crinolines. 

Miscellaneous 

By a Widower. The gentler sex-First in war, first in peace, and first in the 
arms of their countrymen. 

By a Guest (a female one, I guess). Widowers and Bachelors-May their num
bers decrease annually, until not one masculine biped be left to wander alone. 

By Mr. Bricker. Beef, Bread and Potatoes-The three great staples of life
may we always have enough of them and to spare . 

By Mr. McLaughlin. The Ladies ofNewville-Like lemons, the more they 
are sqeezed, the better they are. 

63 



JAMES MCKEEHAN, Esq., was then loudly called for, and on taking the 
stand addressed the audience for a short time, mingling the humorous with the 
grave, in such a manner as must have aroused patriotic feelings in the breast of 
every one of his hearers. Among other things, he alluded to the foot-path that 
eighty-three years ago occupied the site of the present wagon-road through the 
grove. The foot-path was then the only road leading from Newville to Spring
field. Mr. McK. was loudly cheered on retiring from the stand. After repeated 
calls, Mr. R.A.SHELLABERGER made his appearance, and spoke for a short 
time, of the daring deeds of our forefathers who secured our liberty. He also 
alluded to the respect due the Fourth-of-July, by the rising generation, and the 
importance of a proper observation, on their part, of the regular anniversaries 
of the Nation's birth-day. With "three cheers for the speaker" from the crowd, 
Mr. S. descended from the stand. 

At the conclusion of the speaking, the Bands played a number of tunes, after 
which the procession was re-formed, and marched to town. The Fire Company 
paraded the streets, with music, and was then dismissed. 

We have but imperfectly alluded to the celebration, and acknowledge our 
inability to do the subject justice. We therefore close this article by saying that 
everything passed off in a most pleasant manner. Although there were not 
many strangers present, our citizens enjoyed a rare feast . Nothing occurred to 
mar the pleasures of the occasion. Nothing of a partisan spirit intruded on the 
festivities, but all appeared to be inspired with patriotic feelings, and with grate
ful hearts, joined in a general jubilee. Let this celebration inspire our citizens to 
greater efforts for a proper observance of each succeeding "Fourth." What they 
undertake to do, can and will be done. Let the spirits of our firemen be revived, 
and no effort spared to perfect their organization. To use the language of a 
good-humored friend, we will stop, for "that's all we know." 

[July 7, 1859] 

The Normal School will open next week. We trust there will be a large atten
dance of students. The School is one of the very best institutions of the kind. 

[July 14, 1859] 

The tri-weekly mail between Shippensburg and Orrstown, Roxbury, &c., 
has been reduced to semi-weekly. The mail now leaves Shippensburg on Tues-
day and Saturday mornings. [July 14, 1859] 

Signor Blitz performed in Literary Hall, on Saturday afternoon and evening. 
The attendance was large, when we consider the fact that this is the busiest 
season with merchants and farmers, generally. The pet:formance was such as to 
sustain the favorable opinion entertained of Mr. B. by the people of our com
munity. Signor B. will exhibit again in Newville and Chambersburg about the 
month of September. He will be at Columbia, to-morrow. 

[July 14, 1859] 
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HO! For PIKE'S PEAK! 

Now is the time, and DECKARD'S is the place, for persons wishing to pur
chase anything in the line of COACHES. We have now finished and ready for 
spring market, Carriages, Bttggies, Phatons. (single and double seated), which we 
are prepared to sell lower than any other establishment in the county. 

The subscriber, thankful for the patronage heretofore extended, respectfully 
requests a continuance of the same. 

Repairing done at the shortest notice and on the most reasonable terms. 

As there are a great many persons engaged in the business who are not prac
tical carriage-makers, but mechanics of some other description, and are there
fore unable to finish work with either nearness or durability, it would be well 
for those wishing anything in our line, to call at the old and well-established 
stand, opposite the Methodist Church, West Main Street, Newville, Pa. 

I, I, I, I, I, first of all, 
My Goods, my Goods, best of all, 
Is the theme of merchants all 
Says one, I for cash buy all 
Another, I buy on credit all 

]. R. DECKARD. 
[July 21, 1859] 

Another, my advantage to buy exceeds all 
Thus I can sell lower than you all 
You would think nothing was left me at at/, 
But my custom grows not less at at/, 
For about 10 pet. oil lamps manufacture all 
When paying the Cash is sure to all 
Eastern Shoes. sorts and sizes at/, 
Hats for customers at/; 
Shoefindings from a skin to awl 
So come great, come small, come one and all 
You can be suited at the Hat and Shoe Halt 

of ]. M. DAVIDSON 
Newville, June 25, 1859. [July 29, 1859] 

The log dwelling house of Mr. Henry Kuhn in Irishtown, Adams county, 
was destropyed by fire on Sunday afternoon the 1Oth inst. The house is esti-
mated at about six hundred dollars. [July 28, 1859] 

Programme of the Firemen's Parade in Shippensburg. 

Our Shippensburg friends have made extensive preparations for the Parade 
on next Thursday. There will be a grand display of Firemen and Fire Apparatus, 
besides thousands of spectators on hand. 
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HENRY RUBY, Esq. the Chief Marshal for the occasion, has issued the fol 
lowing ORDER 

1st. The "Vigilant" and "Cumberland Valley" Fire Companies will meet at 
their respective quarters at 8 o'clock, A.M., preparatory to presenta
tion and reception of Banners prepared by the Ladies. 

2nd. Committees of reception will be at their posts to receive visiting com
panies, and place them into hands of Committee of Arrangements . 

3d. Line will be formed, tickets distributed-and companies assigned to 

their respective quarters by Committee of arrangements. 

4th. Dinner at 11 1/ 2 o'clock A.M. 

5th. Line will be re-formed at 1 o'clock PM., right of column resting upon 
the Railroad. 

6th. Procession will march through principal streets, then assemble at the 
ground appointed, when addresses will be delivered by Hon . 
THADDEUS STEVENS, Hon . LEMUEL TODD, GEO . W. 
BREWER, Esq., and others. 

Exercises to conclude with a grand display of Fire Works at night, the ar
rangements for which have been completed and eligible ground selected for the 
display. [July 28, 1859] 

CIRCUS-Sands Nathans & Co's Circus, with the steam Calliope, will be 
in Carlisle on Tuesday. We don't think any one who goes from here can "make 
it pay." We saw the calliope once and consider it a grand humbug. It was 
owned by Nixon & Kemp. [September 1, 1859] 

A son of Mr. Green (merchant) , at Bloserville, was severely injured on Friday 
evening last, by a horse tramping on one of his legs near the knee, and tearing 
the flesh from the bone for a considerable distance below. The little fellow is 
mending slowly. Dr. Halderman was in attendance. 

[September 1, 1859] 

On Friday night last as Dr. Halderman was returning from Bloserville, his 
horse fell, and slightly injured one of the Dr's. limbs . Luckily the damage done 
was but trifling. [September 1, 1859] 

SCALDED-The second son of Mrs . C. H . Williams, of Newburg, was 
severely scalded on Monday. We learn that the little fellow and another boy 
were playing in the kitchen; a young lady happened ,to pass by with a vessel 
containing boiling water, which was accidentally spilled, causing the accident. 
The scald was very severe, and it was thought might result fatally, but we learn 
that on Tuesday evening the little sufferer was considered out of danger. 

[September 1, 1859] 

66 



CORNER STONE LAYING-On Saturday, the 20th, the ceremonies and 
services connected with the laying the corner stone of the Newville Bethel, took 
place, at the hour appointed- I 0 112 A.M. Having been invited by the pastor 
and brethren of the Church of God at Newville to participate in these services, 
we left Lancaster on Friday for that purpose, and proceeded as far as Mechan
icsburg that day. After stopping over night, we took the early train for Newville. 
where we arrived some forty minutes before the hour appointed for the ceremo
nies. After arranging the preliminaries at the house of brother Anthony Byers, 
in connection with brother Coulter and others, we proceeded to the ground 
where the new Bethel is being erected, and where we found quite a good num
ber of people assembled, considering the inauspicious day and hour selected, 
for it must be confessed that Saturday afternoon is an unreasonable time to get 
a large number of people together; nevertheless, there were a number of breth
ren and sisters from Orrstown, Newburg, Greenspring, and the surrounding 
country of Newville, present. [September 1, 1859] 

Scholarships for Sale 
We have for sale a scholarship, good for four years tuition in Dickinson Col

lege. Any person who wishes to obtain a scholarship, at low rates, will do well to 
call at this office, and learn the terms . [September 1, 1859] 

Mr. Light ascended in his balloon, from Chambersburg, on Saturday, and 
alighted in the meadow of Mr. Abram Krise, on Marsh Creek, near Gettysburg. 

[September 1, 1859] 

Can't Prof. Light be engaged to make a balloon ascension from Newville? 
We "pause for a reply." [September 1, 1859] 

SINGING CLASSES 
W. R. LINN will accept six of the best proposals made to him before the 

15th of October next, to instruct classes in VOCAL MUSIC,-provided, none 
of them be less than $30 for thirteen lessons, nor more than six miles from 
Newville. 

N.B.-The earliest applicants will have the choice of evening. 
[September 8, 1859] 

Dr. CEO. W. HALDEMAN, 
Having removed to his residence and fitted up an office on Main street, 

immediately west of Captain Bricker's residence, is prepared to devote his whole 
attention to the practice of medicine and its collateral branches. 

Refers by permission, to Drs. Day and Herring (his private preceptors), of 
Mechanicsburg, and to the Faculty of Jefferson Medical College, of Philadel-
phia. [December 29, 1859] 

New Year's Gift-If you have an absent friend, the most welcome gift you 
could send would be a year's subscription to The Valley Stm: Try it. 

[December 19, 1859] 
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The Carlisle Deluge, 1779, Revisited 
Helen L. Delano and Noel Potto; ]1: 

We report here that evidence for the 1779 Carlisle Deluge still exists. In the 
Summer, 1996 issue of Cumberland County Hist01y, Whitfield J. Bell described 
what he called the Carlisle Deluge. 1 Bell used primary so urces, mainly a letter 
from David Rittenhouse to Benjamin Franklin,2 to describe how, on the night 
of August 19, 1779, a thunderstorm with copious rain opened a gash on the 
south side of North (Blue) Mountain east of Flat Rock and northwest of the 
present Bloserville. Rocks and trees were carried down the mountain. A chan
nel four to ten feet deep and 30 to 100 feet wide was carved into the mountainside 
from near its top to the base. According to a later report by Benjamin Lincoln3, 

mud rose in the channel to as much as 30 feet deep, as determined by marks on 
trees left standing. The scar could be seen from Carlisle, ten miles away. The 
water caused Conodoguinet Creek to rise ten feet in a very short time. The 
feature attracted the curious for some decades afterward. 

We were particularly interested in Bell's account of what was surely a debris 
flow or debris avalanche because this may be one of the earliest accounts of such 
an event in North America. We reaso ned that if we could find the deluge scar, 
over 200 years after a documented event, we could study how the evidence of 
these catastrophic features changes with time . We knew what to look for be
cause we have seen the effects of recent debris flows elsewhere in the Appala
chians shortly after they occurred. 

Debris flows, or avalanches, occur when soil on steep slopes becomes so satu
rated with water that it loses strength, and a mass of soil, rocks, and water 
moves downhill. An extreme rainfall or snowmelt is usually required to 
supply the large amounts of water. The flowing material resembles wet con
crete, and can move slowly or very rapidly. The velocity of the flow depends on 
the consistency of the debris and the steepness of the slope. Large rocks up to 
several feet in diameter are carried away in the soupy mass, and trees are up
rooted. At the head or uppermost part of the avalanche, so il is often stripped to 
the underlying bedrock. A channel is carved in soil by the avalanche as it moves 
downhill . Excess debris spills out along the margins of the channel. This spilled 
muddy debris, often consisting mainly of rocks with a small amount of mud, 
creates rims known as levees. Downhill where the slope decreases, the flow 
slows, and much of the debris is deposited as large piles and tongue-shaped 
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masses of mud and boulders. Most of the water moves on downstream. Within 
years to decades after the event, the channel becomes revegetated and evidence 
of the scar becomes harder to find. Bell reported that during a helicopter fli_.pht 
over the area on March 30, 1996, no evidence of the deluge could be seen.' 

We decided to attempt a search for the deluge on the gro und . On April 10, 
1997, before the trees had leafed out, we went to the site, described as about a 
half mile eas t of Flat Rock. We studied the mountain front with binoculars 
from near Pa. Route 944 for signs of the deluge and could see nothing identifi
able. We then drove up onto the mountain as far as we could on an unim
proved road among many small parcels of private property. There, thanks to 

the kindness of a local resident, we obtained access to Tuscarora State Forest 
land about half way up the mountain. We traversed the mountain parallel to 

the ridge. We were looking for a nearly straight channel with boulder-strewn 
levees, and found what is undoubtedly the channel of the Carlisle Deluge about 
3f4 mile east of Flat Rock. Today the channel is overgrown with m ature trees 
similar to those in the forest on either side of the channel. Because nearly all 
forests in the area have been extensively logged, it is unlikely any trees survive 
from the time of the deluge. We followed the channel part way both up and 
down the mountain . It has well-developed boulder levees everywhere except at 
its upper end. Boulders in the levees are commonly up to two fee t in diameter, 

THE C IRLISL E DELUCE, April ] 0, 1997. The photo shows the channel about halfiuay up 
the mountain; it is taken ji'0/11 one side of levee looking across the channel. The opposite 
boulder-strewn levee slopes downward ji'0/11 upper left to lower right just above the person's 
head. Bottom of the channel is in the lower left coma The channel here, fi·om levee to levee, 
is 90 ftet wide and 10 ftet deep. Photo by the authors. 
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and we found several up to six feet across. The channel varies in width from 20 
to 80 feet. Depth below the tops of the levees is 4 to 12 or more feet. Downslope, 
the slope is less steep, the channel is wider and shallower, and boulders more 
than one foot in diameter are spread over an area at least 200 feet wide. 

The upper portion of the channel is nearly straight. The lower portion curves 
slightly and joins a small stream or run. That unnamed run crosses Pa. Route 
944 about one mile west of Bloserville, and continues southeast to where it 
enters Conodoguinet Creek just west of Bloserville Road, nearly four miles 
from the top of the deluge scar on the mountain. 

On April 16, 1997, just before foliage started to appear on trees, one of us 
flew over the site in a small plane, and although we knew where the channel of 
the debris flow was, it was not easily visible from the air. We plan a project to 
document what is preserved of this interesting feature after 218 years. Please 
note that only the uppermost part of the channel is on public State Forest land. 
The rest is on private property. We urge respect to the rights of the property 
owners. 

Notes 
I. Whirfield J. Bell, Jr., "The Carlisle Del

uge, 1779," Cumberland County HistOI)\ 

XIII (1996), 30-36 er al rom. 
2. Rimnhouse w Franklin , April 20, 1780 , 

Franklin Manuscriprs, Bache Collecrion 
(American Philosophical Sociery, Phila
delphia). 

3 . Lincoln ro Barker,Augusr 16, 1782, Ben
jamin Lincoln Pap ers (Massachuserrs 
Hisw rical Sociery). 

4. Bell, "Carlisle Deluge, " loc. cir. 

THE CUMBERLAND VALLEY SuNDAY ScHOOLASSEMBLYwill begin at Williams' Grove 
Tuesday, July 21, and continue ten days. On Tuesday, July 22 [sic], will be the 
grand rally and reunion of the Young People's Societies and this is to be one of 
the leading features of the assembly this year. A fine program has been prepared 
and rare vocal and instrumental music will be rendered. The electrical fountain 
will be in operation and many other attractive and interesting things will be 
seen by all who attend. 

There will be low railroad fares during the assembly. 
The Shippensburg News, July 10, 1896 
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Destruction of the Court House, 184 5: 
An Eyewitness Account 
john Hays 

In the early morning hours of March 24, 1845, the Cumberland County court 
house and Carlisle town hall burned down. 1 The next morning the Carlisle 
Herald & Expositor printed an "extra," which was distributed in large numbers 
"through the county and to a distance." 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE! 

County Court-House & Town Hall burned down! 

About one o'clock this morning our citizens were aroused by the cry of 
FIRE! On reaching the ground we found the interior of the ground floor of 
the Council House of the Borough, to be entirely in flames. The Fire Appa
ratus belonging to the town, consisting of three Engines with Hose Car
riages, was kept in the lower part of this building, and so rapidly had the 
flames spread that it was found impossible to get out more than one of the 
engines, & this in a condition so damaged as to be unfit for use. The fire 
speedily enveloped the entire building; and rendered its destruction cer
tain. 

The citizens who rapidly reached the ground were thus left wholly with
out means to check the progress of the flames-and the wind blowing with 
great violence from the N .W the flames were instantly communicated to 
the Court House, and spread over the building with alarming rapidity. The 
scene now presented an appalling prospect-with no fire apparatus, no 
means of arresting the mad career of the devouring element, the full de
struction of the whole Southeastern portion of the town seemed inevitable 
and no one could say where the destruction of property might end. 

Leaving the buildings therefore to the destruction which was unavoid
able, measures were taken to secure the records, books, papers, &c., in the 
different county offices, which were speedily removed and safely deposited 
in neighboring houses. It is probable that many will be lost or damaged 
however. By the most unceasing viligance and labor the roofs of the neigh
boring buildings on the South East corner of the public square were also 
kept from taking fire, although this at first seemed scarcely possible owing 
to the difficulty of getting sufficient water by means of buckets. In prevent
ing the further spread of the fire we must not forget to say that the U.S. 
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Artillery company at the Barracks, who were on the ground as speedily as 
poss ible, with their engine, rendered essential se rvice. 

The fire is thought to have been the work of an incendiary-a more 
atrocious act of villainy never was conceived. The preservation of a large 
and flourishing portion of our town seems almost miraculous. The loss to 

the borough and county cannot prove less than $40,000. 

This report was reprinted three days later, with additional details and com
mentary, in the regular weekly edition of the Herald & Volunteer on March 26. 
As evidence that the fire had been set deliberately, the paper reported that the 
fire engines had been so securely lashed together "that those who were first to 
discover and reach the fire tried in vain to rescue them from the flames 1" 

The American Volunteer on March 27 published a slightly fuller account, 
mentioning particular houses and other buildings whose roofs had caught fire, 
and denouncing in even stronger terms than the Herald the "guilty wretch" who 
had perpetrated the deed .2 

The citizens lost no time in repairing the damage. On the evening of the day 
of the fire a town meeting was held to make arrangements for the rebuilding of 
the court house and the temporary accommodation of the public offices and 
records. One committee w as named to seek financial aid from the legislature 
and another was appointed to solicit contributions to replace the fire-fightin g 
equipment. Within a day or two subscription papers were "flying about in all 
direction" as the companies made "most energetic exertions" for this purpose. 3 

One of those who witnessed the fire and recalled the events of the night as he 
saw them from his bedroom window was John Hays (1837-1921), then a lad of 
eight. Nearly seventy years later, the publication of a historical study by his friend, 
] udge Edward W Biddle, evoked a flow of reminiscence. In 1914, when he wrote 
this recollection of that night, Mr. Hays was 77 years old, president of the Frog, 
Switch and Manufacturing Company of Carlisle and one of the town's most 
respected citizens and civic leaders. But after so many years, his memory played 
him false , as his letter shows; his recollection of one fire evoked memory of an
other; and some details, like the reference to Mr. Metzger's sleeping watch dog, 
while no doubt accurate, he could have learned only after the fire was put out. 

John Hays' letter is printed here by permission of Raphael S. Hays II, the 
author's great-grandson, who has provided some identifications. 

The Frog, Switch and Manufacturing Company 
Carlisle, Penn' a. 

Hon E W Biddle 

My D ear] udge 

15 Deer 1914 

I received yesterday morning your address-"The Courts and Bar of Cumber
land County in the Eighteenth Century"-and thank you for it . I read it with 
a great deal of care and with very great interest. It is a most valuable contribu
tion to local History. 

May I sugges t a probably inadvertant [sic] mistake in a minor fact. On page 14 
you say: "Early in 1765 they commenced the erection of a brick court house on 
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the northeast corner of the square upon which the present building stands &c." 
Ought it not to be southeast corner? Once I was in the Court Room of that 
building. My father took me with him into the Court room to see a man he 
hoped to find there. It was late in the year-possibly November-1841. Court 
was in session. We went into the central aisle not far from the entrance door 
where my father found his man. Within the Bar it was quite light while the 
remainder of the room was comperatively [sic] dark. A gentleman occupied an 
elevated seat behind the centre of the Bench on the west end of the room and I 
think one other gentleman sat on his left but I was more attracted by the central 
figure-Judge [Samuel] Hepburn. An impression on my memory is that the seats 
were graded from the rear down towards the Bench. I seemed to be looking down 
towards the people sitting in the space around the Bench and I could see the side 
walls of the room at that end of it but not where I was standing in the Aisle. 

We lived then in the Dr. Hemminger house on South Hanover Street, where 
I was born . The first school I went to was in the frame building on the Tavern 
Lot opposite the south end of the Alley west of the Court House-afterwards 
the "American" Printing Office stood there. I afterwards went to Miss Cranes 
school on the South Lot on West Louther Street nearly opposite the Reformed 
Church. My first school took me past the south side of the old Court house
my second school past the front of it. As a child I was familiar with the Court 
House yard and played there many a time. The Town Hall covered the ground 
where the soldiers Monument now stands. I do not think the east line of that 
building extended to the West line of the north end of the addition to the old 
Court House. Its south line was north of the north line of the addition. There 
was a passage way between the two buildings . Through that passage way or 
opening the boys could reach the play ground in rear of the Court House or 
they could reach [it] by going around the West end of the Court House. The 
play ground was quite large and took in all of the west side of the square. It 
could be reached from all directions. Shows were held there. I remember seeing 
show tents occupying it . We moved out of town to my father's farm and Mill 
property about the 1st April 1842 but I was more or less familiar with the old 
play ground until the Court House was burned. 

Some time in 1843 or 1844 we had come into Town for Church. My father 
and I drove up to Mr. Metzger to take my grandmother Blaine [Anna Metzger 
Blaine (1772-1853), sister of George Metzger] down to church . She could not 
have gone that morning as I do not recall her presence in the Carriage. We 
drove down Hanover Street to the Tavern on the corner of Pomfret Street after
wards known as the Harper corner-where we usually had our horses put up. 
Quite a crowd of people stood about the Court House. It was on fire. The office 
of Judge Hepburn was on the second story of the building and the fire was in 
that office. A ladder had been put up to a front window in that office and some 
smoke was coming out of it. But when we got there the fire was practically 
extinguished. You may have seen some of the scorched law books in Judge 
Hepburn's law library later on. 4 

The night the Court House was burned down I was in town. My sister and I 
occupied a single bed in the room on the third floor of the house now occupied 
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by Wm. M Henderson & adjoining the Carlisle Deposit Bank. The room was 
that of Miss Alexander-our Cousin-Uane Byers Alexander, daughter of Samuel 
and Anna (Blaine) Alexander] who became Mrs. J W Henderson . We were 
awakened by the outside noise and confusion and found our Cousin hastily 
dressing. She told us that the Town Hall was on fire . We were soon out of bed 
and at the windows. Our cousin cautioned us to be careful and went down 
stairs . The north window was the best place to see the fire from . The Engine 
Room doors on the ground floor were wide open and the room inside was 
ablaze. We could see the Engines in it. A bucket line was completing its forma
tion from the Pump on the 1st Church square. We saw Mr Alexander step out 
from the front door of the house just across the street and take an active part in 
the bucket line on the corner near Main Street. Presently Mrs Alexander came 
out of the front door and crossed the Street. She brought Mr Alexander back 
and put him in the house and then turned up North Hanover Street. We learned 
that she went up to see if Mrs Blaine & Mr Metzger were all right. On her 
return she found that Mr Alexander had gone out again. She found him active 
again [in] the line and we saw her bring him home. That time she locked the 
door on him . Later on she went up again to Mr Metzger's home. Each time she 
found every thing quiet, not even the Watch Dog was stirring about. Both of 
the old people complained of inability to sleep at night but they heard nothing 
of the fire until the next morning. Mr Metzger from his front pavement saw 
quite a crowd about the Court House and sent his boy-John Humes-to find 
out the occasion that called out the crowd. John returned and told him the 
Court House was burned. The Old Gendem;n became very much excited and 
swore almost "like our Army in Flanders." They (Mr M . & Mrs B.) were possi
bly the only grown people who were not roused out by the burning of the 
Court House in town but there [sic] complaints about sleeplessness died a quiet 
death. 

Soon after we saw the fire in the Engine Room on the ground floor we saw it 
light up the Town Hall then out through the roof; When the whole building 
was ablaze the north west hip in the Court House roof began to burn. Men on 
the roof succeeded in putting it out several times but it grew too strong and too 
hot for them and they had to crawl back. We watched the fire spread out from 
the hip until the whole roof was on fire and then the belfry burned and the bell 
went down . We had watched the fire until there was nothing more to see and 
our room was growing quite [cold]. Our [cousin] sent us to bed and she too 
retired for the night. 

Mr Alexander died July 30 after the fire but his exposure that night had 
nothing to do with his death, nor had his previous ill health anything to do 
with it. He died from an entirely different cause5. 

I hope you will pardon this long reminiscent letter. I only started to turn you 
from the North East to the South East & couldn't stop6

. 

Yours sincerely JoHN HAYS 

74 



Notes 
I. This court house, erected in 1765, is de

scribed by Joseph A. Murray, "The First 
Cumberland County Court House 
Building" reprinred in The XV!I!th and 
!Xth [sic} Centlny Cumberland County 
Court Howes (Carlisle, 1978). 

2. The American Volunteer's report of the fire 
is reprinred in D. Wilson Thompson and 
others, eds ... , Two Hundred Years in Cum
berland County (Carlisle, 195 I), 163-65 . 

3. On plans for the new court house , see 
Milton E. Flower, "The 1846 Court 
House" in The X\/Iffth and !Xth Centtny 
Court Howes, 16-19, and the architect's 
drawings reproduced there. 

4. This earlier fire at the court house was 
thought to have been directed against 
Judge Hepburn by someone who re-

sented a ruling . Murray, "The First 
Cumberland Court House Building," in 
Cumberland County Court Houses, 9. 

5. Samuel Alexander ( 1792-1845), a promi
nenr lawyer, died on July 30 "after a lin
gering illness." Herald & E>:posito1; Aug. 
6 , 1845 . Some anecdotes of Alexander 
as a practicing lawyer are in Conway P 
Wing, Hist01y of Cumberland County, 
Pennsylvania (Phila. , 1879) , 166-67 . 

6. An ironic twist to Mr. Hays' correction 
of Judge Biddle's pamphlet is that both 
men were wrong about the location of 
the court house . It was not on the north
east corner of the square, as Biddle wrote, 
nor on the so uth eas t as H ays remem
bered; but on the southwest. 

CouRT HousE AND TowN HALL . Reproduced from Holcombe and Tizzard, Map of 
Carlisle (c. 1823). 
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Book Review 

The Shippensburg Historical Society-A Fifty Year Retrospective, 1945-1995. 
Various authors. Published by the Society: The News-Chronicle Company, 
Shippensburg, Pa., 1996. 

In spite of the title, only about a third of this book's pages deal expressly with 
the historical society and its collections. The rest, however, is good town his
tory: a chapter regarding a Civil War-era correspondence; a selection of pro
grams and papers presented to the society (principally business histories); 
Shippensburg area church histories; and some other relevant articles of an origi
nal and informative nature, including an abbreviated time line for the town 
from 1945 through 1995 and a series of amusing couplets called "Shippensburg 
Businesses in Rhyme" written in 1934. 

The sections dealing with the history of the society contain a useful record of 
the origin of the group, its holdings, and its home in the Or. Alexander Stewart 
house. Major collections are described, with illustrative photographs; and a 
chapter is devoted to the unique WPA collection of more than 400 items . Of 
particular interest to the researcher are samples of holdings in both library and 
archives, along with a list of services offered to the public by the society. 

Personal correspondence is one of a historical society's most useful primary 
sources, and the two examples here are no exception: letters between Civil War 
solder James Maclay and his sister Jennie, and those of Shippensburg native and 
author Robert Bridges and president-to-be Woodrow Wilson, college mates at 
Princeton in the 1870s. The business histories are another example of essential 
information, and the chapter titled "Fact or Fallacy" dispels some rumors of the 
kind that plague town historians everywhere. 

Perhaps this pleasant volume-traditionally bound, and printed in a type size 
that should meet with general approval-will be the forerunner of similar books 
to come, books examining more of Shippensburg's lively history. Should a 
reprinting become necessary, photographs of early business blocks and build
ings would brighten the pages; and at least a rudimentary index, or an expanded 
table of contents, would make using the book easier for reference . But these 
considerations for the future should not deter readers from enjoying a slice of 
their town's past. Good books of this kind are always welcome. 

Warren County Historical Society Chase Putnam 
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Recent Acquisitions 

At Home : The AmericanFamily, 1750-1870. Elisabeth Donaghy, 1990. 303pp; 
hard cover. $49.50 . H arry N. Abrams, Inc., 100 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY. 10011. Phone (800) 345-1359 . 

A Comprehensive Guide for Listing a Building in the National Register of Historic 
Places. Gail Greenberg, 1996. 134pp; paper. $ 18.95 . Lucid Press, 10 Liberty 
Shipway, Sausalito, CA. 94965. Phone (800) 222-0737. 

Directmy ofPenn)ylvania Foundations. S. Damon Kletzien, editor, 1995. 440pp; 
paper. $68 .50. Triadvocates Press, P.O . Box 336, Springfield, PA. 19064. 
Phone (610) 544-6927 . 

Encyclopedia ofNorthAmerican Indians. Frederick E. Hoxie, editor, 1996. 756pp; 
hard cover. $45 .00. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2 15 Park Avenue South, 
New York, NY. 10003. Phone (800) 352-5455. 

Fields of Honor : The Battle of Fort Freeland, july 28, 1779. R.G. Swartz, 1996. 
11 4pp; paper. $9.95. Warrior Run-Fort Freeland Heritage Society. Available 
from R.G. Swartz and Associates, P.O. Box 7568, Lancaster, PA. 17604-
7568 . Phone (7 17) 299-5061. 

Frankstown: Anatomy of an Ambush. R.G. Swartz, 1995. 152pp; paper. $8.95. 
Blue Path Press . Avai lab le from R.G . Swartz and Associates, P.O . Box 7568, 
Lancaster, PA. 17604-7568. Phone (717) 299-5061 . 

H istmy of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-5: Index I-IV Janet Hewe tt, editor, 1994. 
4,279 pp; hard cover. Broadfoot Publishing Company, 1907 Buena Vista 
Circle, Wilmington, NC. 28405. Phone (800) 537-5243. 

Hopeful Jou rneys : German Immigration, Settlement, and Political Culture in Co
lonial America, 17 17-1775. Aaron Spencer, 1996. 257pp; hard cover. Uni
vers ity of Pennsylvani a Press . Available from Pennsylvania German Society, 
P.O. Box 397, Birdsboro, PA. 19508. Phone (215) 582-1441. 

Newtown, Precursor of Carlisle, 1736- 1751. William T. Swaim, 1997. 200pp; 
paper. Free. Available from the Cumberland County Historical Society. 
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On the Main Line: The Pennsylvania Railroad in the 19th Century. Edwin P 
Alexander, 1971. 31 Opp; hard cover. Clarkson N. Potter, Inc. 419 Park Av
enue South, New York, NY. 10016. 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes. Members and Friends of the Cumberland County 
Historical Society, 1997. 299pp; hard cover. Available from the Cumber
land County Historical Society. 

PicturesofOurNoblerSelves. Mark N. Trahant, 1995. 45pp; paper. Free. The 
Freedom Forum First Amendment Center at Vanderbilt University, 1209 
18th Avenue South, Nashville, TN. 37212. 

Profiles in Pennsylvania Sports. Paul B. Beers, 1975. 256pp; paper. $5 .95. 
Stackpole Book_s, Cameron and Kelker Streets, Harrisburg, PA. 17105 . 
Phone (717) 234-5402. 

Portraits of Native Americans. Ian West, 1995. 144pp; hard cover. $16.98. 
Smithmark Publishers, 16 East 32nd Street, New York, NY 10016. Phone 
(800) 932-0070. 

Christa Bassett, Librarian 
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Publications In Print 

THE COUNTY HERITAGE SERIES 

Past Receipts, Present Recipes ( 1996). 

Members and Friends of the Cumberland County Historical Society. $35.00 

Cloth and Costume, 1750-1800, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania (1995). 

Tandy and Charles M. Hersh $34.95 

Taverns of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 1750-1840 (1994). 

Merri Lou Schaumann 

The Indian Industrial School, 1879-1918 (1993). Linda F. Witmer 

$34 .95 

$29.95 

" .. . Drive the Road and Bridge the Ford . . . ". Highway Bridges of Nineteenth 

Century Cumberland County (1992). Paul E. Gill $24.95 

Other Books 

Atlas ofCumberland County (1858, reprint 1987). 

H .F. Bridgens $30.00 

Add Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $4 for postage and handling. 

Booklets and Pamphlets 

Archibald Loudon: Pioneer Historian. William A. Hunter (1962) 

Confederate Invasion of the West Shore, 1863. 

Robert G. Crist (1963, reprint 1995) 

Three Cumberland County Woodcarvers. Milton E. Flower ( 1986) 

My Friend Mary Wheeler King. Ann Kramer Hoffer ( 1994) 

Visit of President George Washington to Carlisle, 1794 

Lenore Embick Flower (1932, reprint 1994) 

Made in Cumberland County: The First One Hundred Years. 

Cumberland County Historical Society (1991) 

Cumberland County History. Single issues, as available 

$2.00 

$6 .50 

$5 .00 

$3.50 

$3 .50 

$5.00 

$5.00 

Pennsylvania State Sales Tax of 6% and $2 for postage and handling. 

A complete list of Society publications in print is available on request. 


