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The Royal American Regiment 

Roger E. Nelson 

I f one were challenged to name some famous regiments of the British Army, 
doubtless one would think first of the colorful Guards Regiments, so often 

photographed at Buckingham Palace, or of the romantically named and 
accoutered Bl~;~ck Watch with its kilts and pipers. But another regiment, unique and 
equally famous, calls for attention, a regiment whose esprit and conduct was 
destined to exert a mutating influence throughout the British Army, a regiment, 
moreover, whose roots strike deep into that Pennsylvania soil beside the 
Monongahela which in July of 1755 had been drenched with the blood of 
Braddock's fine soldiers, a regiment once known as the Royal Americans. 

The unusual quality of the Royal Americans, a most unorthodox regiment for 
those days, may be better appreciated after a brief digression to review the general 
situation in North America in the middle 1700's. 

Britain had acquired a block of thirteen coastal colonies extending from 
Georgia to Maine. They were alike insomuch as they all had representative govern· 
ments and a basis of English law. However, the difference among them was great. 
Some were purely English; others were made up of people of various national 
origins. Some had one prevailing religious creed ; others had many. Some had 
charters; some not. In most cases the Governor was appointed by the Crown; in 
Pennsylvania and Maryland he was appointed by a feudal proprietor; in 
Connecticut and Rhode Island he was chosen by the people. Divided in govern· 
ment; divided in origins, feelings, and principles; jealous of each other; jealous of 
the Crown; the people were continually in dispute with their executive and, 
except on the actual frontier, blind to outward danger that seemed remote. 
Although the population of the colonies far exceeded the number ofFrench, local 
jealousies and dissension prevented effective combination to crush, or even to 
recognize a common enemy, so that they were unwilling even to take adequate 
steps to defend themselves. Serious and narrow·minded in nature, the colonists 
were primarily interested in permanent settlement rather than exploration, ever 
pressing westward for more land, progressively displacing the Indian and gaining 
his enmity. 

The French had the advantage of having a single creed and of being under a 
single authoritarian government which commanded the loyalty of all. They 



enjoyed, moreover, the leadership of some very able and farsighted men. 
Interested not so much in settlement as in explorarion and trade, they had early 
penetrated and mapped the Great lakes, and the Ohio, Wabash, Illinois, and other 
rivers. They lived with the Indians rather than displacing them, and their gayer 
nature led them to drink, dance, and intermarry with the natives - even to dress, 
as Frontenac once did, in their war-paint and feathers- whereas the dour Briton 
had no thought of such familiarity. The result was that the French won the 
sympathy and often the terrible help of the "Forest Children" as the British never 
did - and they learned the Indian ways of fighting in the densely forested 
wilderness. 

With the knowledge gained through exploration and mapping, the French 
sought to secure the western territories and to restrict the British east of the 
Alleghenies by erecting chains of fotts along the natural water routes radiating 
from Montreal. To the west there was the chain: 

1. Niagara, Sandusky, Detroit, Sault Ste. Marie, Michilimackinac, la Haye (now 
Green Bay), controlling the Great lakes; and 

2. Miamis, St. Joseph, Outanon, controlling the Maumee and Illino is Rivers giving 
access to the Mississippi; and 

3. later, in 1753, by establishing a line of forts at Presqu'isle (now Erie), LeBoeuf 
(Waterford) , Venango (Franklin), and Duquesne (Pittsburgh), they sought to 
control the valley of the Ohio. Of these certainly Le Boeuf, Venango, and 
Duquesne would be in territory claimed by the British. 

In their disorganized and self-centered state the British colonies were unable to 
resist effectively the French moves to contain them with a series of fortifications . 
Most aggressive of all was the construction of a massive masonry structure at 
Crown Point on lake Champlain which was built actually upon territory claimed by 
New York New York, however, was so engrossed in a squabble with New Jersey 
that she had neither time nor money nor men to spare for the purpose of ejecting 
the intruder. Crown Point was brought to completion unmolested. 

When Governor Dinwiddie ofVirginia learned of the construction of Fort de Ia 
Riviere au Boeuf at the head of French Creek, on land claimed by Britain, he sent 
young George Washington with a letter politely asking the French to withdraw; 
under the circumstances it was an exercise in futility. At Venango, where French 
Creek enters the Allegheny River, Washington found that this British trading post 
also had been seized by the French. According to his journal, the French officers 
there told him "that it was their absolute design to take possession of the Ohio, 
and, by God, they would do it ... . " 

There followed the King's order to Dinwiddie to drive the French out by force of 
arms, Dinwiddie's futile attempt to get any money out of his provincial assembly, 
his despatch of Washington with two hundred militia, Washington's attempt to 
build a fort at the forks of the Ohio, his defeat and ejection by a superior French 
force, the construction by the latter on that site of Fort Duquesne, and in 1755 
Braddock's expedition against Fort Duquesne, which ended in complete disaster. 

Thus finally is the stage set for the entrance of the Roya l American Regiment. 
Under Braddock two regiments of the fin est troops in Europe, trained in the 
prevailing military methods, had proved helpless in the face of lesser numbers of 
French and Indians fighting in the Indian manner in the forests of America. 
Patently European methods had to be set aside and a corps organized and trained 
to defeat the French and their Indian allies by superior proficiency in their own 
methods. There needed to be a body of regular troops capable of contending with 
the Indian in his native forest , by adapting the role of the "hunter," by cultivating 
the woodcraft and physical hard ihood of the frontiersman, by combining the 
qualities of the scout with the disciplines of the trained soldier. In response the 
British Government decided to raise in America from the Colonists themselves a 
force which could meet these conditions. Thus, the Royal American Regiment 
came to be specially !mown by that name rather than by its number (the 60th of 
Foot) or by the name of its colonel. The designation "Royal" was to emphasize the 
tie to the Crown and the King's favor; "American" indicated its identity with the 
Colonies. A specia l enactment by Parliament was required to authorize the raising 
of such a regiment, and the act further allowed the enro llment of "Foreign 
Protestant Officers" to command the Pennsylvania Dutch recruits, as well as the 
French, Swiss, and Tyrolese settlers in their own languages. Also the regiment was 
to have the Supreme Commander in America entitl ed its Colonel-in-Chief, a 
distinction granted to no other regiment. 

No one then tho ught of dressing the regiment in anything but the universa l red 
uniform, but, because it was to be employed in bush warfare, the concession was 
made that the uniforms would be devoid of the usual lace trimmings. The soldiers 
were armed with the smoothbore musket (Brown Bess) of the period. In actual 
practice in forest warfare the old red uniform was vety quickly discarded for 
buckskin and moccasin; for the most part the men recruited had long been familiar 
with the rifle, which was soon to become the ir official arm, for it was the usual 
weapon of the backwoodsman. 

Braddock's ineffectual successor, Major General John Campbell, the Earl of 
Loudon, of whom it has been remarked that, like the figure of St. George on a 
tavern sign, he was always ga lloping, yet never advancing, received his 
commission as Colonel-in-Chief on Christmas Day of 1755, the date usually taken 
as the birthday of the regiment. The province ofPennsylva nia was to be reserved as 
a recruiting ground for the Royal Americans. Beating orders were issued in March 
1756. The regiment was to consist of four battalions of ten companies, each 
company having one hundred "private men." The first recruits assembled at 
Carlisle. It was soon apparent that a regiment of this exceptional size ( 4400 men) 
was not to be raised in Pennsylvania alone, and recruitment was extended to 
Massachusetts, New York, Maryland, and the Carolinas. In effect, it was the First 
Battalion whose ranks were initially filled chie fly by Pennsylvanians. It was the First 
Battalion whose good fortune it was to be commanded by Henri Bouquet, a Swiss 
soldier-of- fortune. 

At first recruiting made vety slow progress in the thickly populated districts and 
towns of Pennsylvania where the Society of Friends was supreme. Since their 



religious principles debarred them from military setvice, though not from making 
money on the sale of military items, it may be presumed that they welcomed the 
presence of a Crown-supported force to protect them from the French and the 
Indians, while at the same time they found most distasteful the activity of recruiting 
sergeants in their streets, being so averse to such associations that in the legislature 
they would vote money for gunpowder only under the guise of "corn and other 
grain." A large part of the laboring class was in a condition not very much better 
than slavety, being indentured for specific terms of years. To enlist in the Royal 
American Regiment was to such men equivalent to recovering their liberty, but in 
deference to their masters the enlistment of indentured men was at first forbidden. 
The good Quakers were not slow to avail themselves of this concession and 
immediately declared every recruit to be an indentured servant. This was too 
much; the prohibition was withdrawn. l11e masters complained loudly, and bitter 
fury arose between the civilian element and the military. 

However, in the western settlements, far from civilization and luxuty, there were 
large numbers ofbackwoodsmen- English, Swiss, Tyrolese, and Germans, strong 
hardy men accustomed to the country and the climate. Such men were well 
adapted to the purpose of the regiment. Fortunately it was of these that the 
regiment at the beginning was largely composed. Similar recruits were obtained 
from the Carolinas, Maryland, and New York l11eywere accustomed to the use of 
the rifle; indeed it was by the Swiss and the Tyrolese that the weapon h~d been 
introduced to America. 

No man had more influence on the uniform, training, and tactics of the Royal 
Americans than Henri Bouquet. He early resolved that his regiment should be 
trained to meet the Indians on equal terms by the adoption of Indian dress and 
Indian methods. His ideas were so much to the point and so far removed from 
usual practice of the time that it is appropriate to quote them at some length. 

It may be taken for granted in warfare with the Indians, 1st that their 
general maxim is to surround their enemy, 2nd that they fight in 
extended order and never in a compact body, 3rd that when attacked 
they never stand their ground, but immediately give way only to return 
to the charge when the attack ceases. These principles being admitted, 
it follows , 1st that the troops destined to engage Indians must be lightly 
clothed, armed, and accoutred; 2nd, that having no resistance to 
encounter in the attack or defense they are not to be drawn up in close 
order- a formation which would only expose them to needless loss; 
3rd, that all their evolutions must be performed with great rapidity, and 
the men enabled by constant practice to pursue the enemy closely 
when put to flight, and not to give him time to rally. 

Clothing The clothing of a soldier for the campaign should consist of a 
short jacket of brown cloth, a strong tanned shirt, short trousers, 
leggins, moccassins, a sailor's hat, a knapsack for provisions, and an oil 
surtout against the rain. This surtout should have two coats of oil, and 
with the second coat it would be useful to mix some dark greenish 
color to make the coat less conspicuous in the woods. [It was in fact 
not long before green became the official uniform color for the 
regiment, a distinction it carries to this day.) 
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Arms. Their arms, the best that can be procured, should be short fusils 
and some rifles with bayonets in the form of a dirk to serve for a knife; 
small hatchets, and leathern bottles for water. 

Exercises. The soldiers, before being armed, must be taught to keep 
themselves clean and to dress in a soldier-like manner. The first thing 
they are to learn is to walk well, afterwards to run ; and in orderto excite 
emulation small prizes might from time to time be given to those who 
distinguish themselves. They must then run in ranks in extended 
order, and wheel in that order; at first slowly, but by degrees with 
increasing speed. This evolution is difficult, but most important in 
order to fall unexpectedly in the flank of an enemy. The men are to 
disperse and rally at given signals; and particular colors should be 
given to each company as rallying points. l11e men must be trained to 
leap logs and ditches and to carry burdens proportionate to their 
strength. 

When perfect in these exercises the young soldiers will receive their 
arms and follow the above named evolutions on all kinds of ground. 
They will be taught to handle their arms with dexterity and without 
losing time upon trifles to load and fire very quickly, standing, 
kneeling, or lying on the ground. They are to fire at a mark without a 
rest, and not allowed to be long in taking aim. Hunting and the award 
of small prizes will soon make them expert marksmen. 

The men should learn to swim, pushing before them on a small raft 
their clothes, arms, and ammunition; they must also learn to use snow
shoes; they must be taught to throw up entrenchments, to make 
fascines and gabions; as well as to fell trees, saw planks, construct 
canoes, carts, ploughs, barrows, roofs, casks, batteaux and bridges; and 
to build ovens and Ioghouses. With practice the youngest among them 
will soon become tolerably good carpenters, masons, tailors, butchers, 
shoe-makers, etc. 

The men should take it in turns to go on hunting expeditions with their 
Officers and remain out of camp for some weeks at a time, taking with 
them a little flour, but otherwise relying on the game and fish caught. 
Great care is to be taken to presetve purity of manners, order, and 
decency among the men; this will be found much easier in the woods 
than in the neighborhood of towns. It would be a good plan to give the 
men only a small portion of their pay in cash, the remainder will be 
accumulated for them until discharge; then they would receive the 
balance due to them and 200 acres of land. 

7 



So ambitious a program was not one to be brought to fruition overnight, but its 
thrust toward development of a capable, self-reliant, high-spirited corps d'elite was 
there in full measure, and in good time that is exactly what resulted - and 
persisted. Witness Lieutenant General Sir Brian Horrocks writing as late ly as 1967 
of the "Black Buttons" or "Green Jackets" as the regiment came to be ca lled: 

As a young officer I can remember well how infuriating it was to have a 
"Black Button" Battalion anywhere near one on a ceremon ial parade 
because witho ut any warn ing the band would suddenly accelerate to 
almost double time, causing chaos in our well -ordered ranks . .. For 
this reason, and others, I did not care for the Green jackets ve1y much. 
later on, as I grew older and I hope wiser, I came to rea li ze that it was 
precisely because of these qualities that they were such a highly 
efficient regiment. The quick-step influenced their whole way of 
thinking - the tempo of the ir lives was faster than in the ordina1y 
battalion . . . This had to be because throughout history they have 
always been given the most difficult and dangerous job in war, armed 
reconnaissance in front of the main line ofbatt le which requires quick 
thinking, mobility, and mutual confidence. 

To get back on base course, the continual border strife in North America was 
intensified in 1756 with the outbreak of the French and Indian War. In company 
and battalion units the Royal Americans part ic ipated with credit in every operation 
of the war: Fo11 William Henry (two compan ies of the 3rd Battalion lost some 80 
men in that surrender and massacre) ; the taking of the great fortress of Louisburg; 
Ma jor-General James Abercromby's defeat at Ticonderoga; the capture of Fort 
Frontenac, which was to prove of the greatest importance to Forbes and Bouquet 
in Pennsylvania; Quebec and the Plain of Abraham ( here Wolfe bestowed the 
regiment 's prized motto - "Swift and Bold"); the final French capitulat ion at 
Montreal. 

However the chief local interest li es w ith Henri Bouquet and his 1st Battalion in 
Pennsylvania as they marched wi th Brigadier John Forbes against Fort Duquesne 
in 1758. Forbes's force of some six thousand men was to consist of about fifteen 
hundred regular troops, comprising a battalion of Colonel Archibald 
Montgomery's Highlanders and four companies of the 1st Battalion of the Royal 
Americans under Colonel Bouquet. The remaining three-fourths of his force was 
to be made up of provincials. It appears that Forbes was not favorably impressed 
with the provincial militia, considering them: 

but the crudest material for an army, unruly, and ;ecalcitrant to 
discipline. Some of them came to rendezvous at Carlisle w ith old 
province muskets, the locks tied on with string; others brought fowling 
pieces of their own, and others carriecl..,. nothing but walking sticks; 
while many had never fired a gun in their lives. 

Forbes wrote to Pitt that their officers, except for a few in the higher ranks, were 
·"an extremely bad collection of broken innkeepers, horse-jockeys, and Indian
traders." In justice it must be added that Forbes's opinion of his provincial levies 
eli~ improve somewhat with the passage of time. 

Warned by Braddock's failure, Forbes resolved not to encumber himself by an 
unwie ldy train of wagons but to establish f01tified depots at intervals of forty miles, 

and, when arriving within striking distance of his objective, to march with all his 
force with as little baggage as possible. His base of operations was Philadelphia. 
His army was ready to march by the end o f June, but the choice of route had 
involved acrimonious debate. Virginia was jealous lest a trading route be opened 
directly between Pennsylvania and the Ohio Va lley. Wash ington was urgent that 
the track through Cumberland taken by Braddock shou ld be used. Forbes, 
influenced by Bouquet and other officers of the 60th, decided upon cutting a new 
road westward from Carlisle. Even so, it would be 324 miles from Philadelphia to 
F011 Duquesne. 

Early in July Bouquet with the advance pa1ty reached Raystown (Fo11 Bedford). 
Forbes moved up to Carl isle, thence to Sh ippensburg where increasing illness 
confined him until September. Meanwhile Bouquet, w ith immense labor in the 
face of great difficulties, was pushing forward the construction of the road towards 
Loyalhannon Creek (Fort Ligonier), forty-nine miles beyond Fort Bedford. For a 
description of this effort Francis Parkman in Montcalm and Wolfe writes: 

Meanwhile Bouquet's men jJushed on the heavy work of road-making 
up the main range of the Al eghenies; and, what proved far worse, the 
parallel mountain ridges of laurel Hill; hewing, digging, blasting, 
laying fascines and gab ions to support the track along the sides of steep 
declivities , or worming their way like moles through the jungle of 
swamp and forest. As far as eye or mind could reach , a prodigious forest 
vegetation spread its impe1vious canopy over hill , va ll ey, and plain, 
and wrapped the stern and awful waste in the shadows of the tomb. 

When Bouquet had penetrated to within fifty-s ix miles of Duquesne, Major 
]ames Grant of the Highlanders with him asked Bouquet's permission to 
reconnoitre. Upon reaching the vicinity of Duquesne with his e ight hundred-man 
force he rashly dispersed his units. They were attacked by soldiers and Indians 
from the fo11, narrowly escaped the earlier fate of Braddock, and suffered losses in 
the neighborhood of five hundred men. This costly reverse was exacerbated by a 
foul turn in the weather. Heavy rains destroyed part of the new road; the horses, 
being overworked and underfed, succumbed in numbers, and the magazines at 
Bedford and Loyal han non were empt ied faster than they could be replenished. As 
Parkman commented: 

Dejected Nature wept and would not be comforted. Above, below, 
around, all was trickling, oozing, pattering, gushing. In the miserable 
encampments the starved horses stood steaming in the rain, and the 
men crouched, disgusted, under their dripping tents, whi le the 
drenched picket-guard in the neighboring forest paced dolefully 
through black mire and spongy mosses. The rain turned to snow; the 
descending flakes clung to the many-colored foliage , or melted from 
sight in the trenc. h of half-liquid clay that was ca lled a road. Thewhe_els 
of the wagons sank in it to the hub, and to advance or retreat was al1ke 
impossible. 

Grant's costly reverse, followed by consequences of so much foul weather, led 
Forbes, who was even then a dying man, to decide that nothing further could be 
done until spring. However, the capture of Fon Frontenac in the no11h, earlier 
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noted, had deprived Fort Duquesne of supplies. Forbes received information that 
the French garrison had been very much weakened, and on November 18 he set 
out in a litter at the head of his men, taking neither tents nor baggage. On the night 
of the 24th the French blew up the fort and retired to Venango, so that when Forbes 
and his troops reached Duquesne the next day, they found only a heap of ruins. 
Over it Colonel John Armstrong of Carlisle raised the British flag. Forbes 
constructed a stockade, and named it Pittsburgh. In all these operations the Royal 
Americans had borne their full share of the load. 

Final defeat of the French came in 1760. Major Robert Rogers was sent to take 
over the northern forts: Michilimackinac, Sault Sainte Marie, La Haye; but, this 
done, it became the mission of the Battalion of the Royal Americans to garrison 
them, as well as to take over and garrison the remainder of the French posts ·in the 
west. The other three battalions of the regiment were sent to Martinique to 
continue there the war against the French. With most of the First Battalion in 
Headquarters at Carlisle and Lancaster, the remainder was therefore distributed in 
small units among the frontier fmts from Bedford to Ouatanon, from Frontenac to 
LaHaye. 

For three long years, without any relief, those thin garrisons, consisting in cases 
of as little as one Ensign and six men, held the distant posts in what amounted to 
enemy territory. Provisions ran short. The stores at Fort Miamis in the spring of 
1762 were reduced to ten pounds of powder, two barrels of flour, one and one- half 
barrels of pork, seven or eight bushels of Indian corn. The Indians, constantly 
stirred up by the French, were unfriendly. They would bring in no meat. And under 
these conditions hunting was hazardous. Ensign Francis Schlosser wrote from St. 
Joseph on 24 January 1762: 

We are so miserable here, that I have never in all my life seen a soldier 
actually in service suffer so much by want as we suffer without 
distinction. We have no kind of flesh nor venison nor fish, nothing to 
hound [sic]; and that we could suffer with patience, but the porck is so 
bad that neither officer nor men can eat it, and self lief [I myself have 
lived] more than seventeen weeks up [on] flour and peace soup, and 
have eat no kint of meat but a little bear at Christmas. We have plenty to 
drink, and that I think is what kips up in health, and the bread which is 
tolerably good. 

During this interval Pontiac was among those organizing the great uprising of 
the Indian tribes. Bouquet in particular tried to warn Major General Lord Jeffrey 
Amherst, whom a biographer H. F. Wood termed "the somewhat pig-headed 
Commander-in-Chief." The latter, by law also Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal 
Americans, thought he knew better. He remained deaf to all reports from the 
frontier - though he received many - and stubbornly refused to strengthen 
either the forts or their garrisons. When the well-organized Indian attacks were 
launched in 1763, those thinly held outlying posts, all held by our Royal 
Americans, paid terribly for Amherst's neglect and refusal to listen to advice. 

The borders' of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia once more ran red with 
settlers' blood, and skies were darkened by the smoke of burning farms. The forts 
at Ouiatanon, La Haye, Michilimackinac, Miamis, Presqu'isle, LeBoeuf, Venango, 
and Sandusky, all were taken, their garrisons either murdered out of hand or 

captured and carried off to be tortured. Forts Detroit and Pitt endured long sieges 
and privation but held. 

Yet there is some humor in the story. At Fmt Sandusky, Ensign Christopher Pauli 
was seized by a ruse, saw his men murdered and his fort burned, and was then 
carried off to the Indian camp at Detroit. Some time later, during the long
continuing siege of Detroit, the garrison one afternoon saw an Indian, hotly 
pursued by other Indians, running for his life toward the fort. The gates were 
opened to receive him. When the fugitive fell panting to the ground, he was 
recognized by the surprised garrison to be Ensign Pauli of the Royal Americans. His 
stoty was that after the destruction of Fort Sandusky he was resenred for torture and 
carried to Pontiac's camp. An old squaw, lately widowed, became enamored of 
him and proposed marriage, which Pauli accepted with pardonable alacrity. He 
was dipped in water and accepted into the tribe. He had seized the first good 
opportunity to escape from the embraces of his bride. The hot pursuit had been 
led by Mrs. Pauli, tomahawk in hand. 

With the border in flames Bouquet's warnings were remembered. Amherst sent 
orders to him at Lancaster to lead a column to Detroit via Fort Pitt. Amherst was 
short of effective troops. He must have been near desperation to have suggested to 
Bouquet at this time: 

Could it not be contrived to "send the Small Pox among those 
disaffected tribes of Indians? We must on this occasion use every 
stratagem in our power to reduce them . . . You will do well to try to 
inoculate the Indians by means of blankets, as well as to try every other 
method that can setve to extirpate this execrable race. 

Bouquet's force mustered at Carlisle to take Forbes's road to Fort Pitt. It 
numbered about 550 men, 150 of them being Royal Americans of the First 
Battalion, dressed in buckskin and armed with rifles; with two under strength 
Highland regiments in rather poor health. "When he reached Carlisle at the end 
of]une," according to Parkman, "he found every building in the fort, every house, 
barn, and hovel in the little town crowded with the families of settlers, driven from 
their homes by the terror of the tomahawk Wives made widows, children made 
orphans, wailed and moaned in anguish and despair. Encamped at Carlisle, 
pressing his preparations. Bouquet was beset with obstacles. Parkman asserts: 

Wagons and horses had been promised, but promises were broken, 
and all was vexation and delay. The province of Pennsylvania [its 
assembly controlled by the Quakers] would do nothing to aid the 
troops who were defending it; and even the people of the frontier, 
partly from the apathy and confusion of terror, and partly, it seems, 
from dislike and jealousy of the regulars, were backward and sluggish 
in cooperation with them. 

Following Forbes's road Bouquet commenced his march to Fort Pitt in July 
1763. His Highlanders, though brave as lions, were quite untrained in the 
mysteries of Indian warfare, and some of them too sick to march on foot. In a letter 
to Amherst Bouquet remarked that he could not trust a Highlander out of his sight 
without risk of losing him. His Royal An1ericans however had progressed notably 



in response to his training methods and were well versed in forest fighting. Forts 
Loudon and Lyttelton were reached in turn; the latter was empty, for the 
Government of Pennsylvania had according to Parkman: "with incredible 
perversity" refused to garrison it, and the settlers thereabouts were without 
any form of protection. Bedford, then Ligonier were relieved. Bouquet 
hoped to reach Bushy Run undetected, to halt there until nightfall, then to traverse 
the dangerous defile of Turtle Creek under cover of darkness. 

Just short of Bushy Run his vanguard was attacked. The Indians were in force. They 
could be driven off by charges, but it was like cutting through water. They simply 
faded into the forest, returning to the attack when the charging troops fell back on the 
column. Each charge took its toll of men. Recoiling on his pack horse train , which was 
fortunately on somewhat higher ground with a field of fire , Bouquet formed a 
defensive perimeter. He was quickly surrounded. He could neither advance nor 
retreat. Horses had stampeded and disappeared. He was without water. For two days 
his troops fought a desperate action , taking their losses and suffering terribly from 
thirst. Their situation appeared to be hopeless, and the Indians, sensing this, 
increased the savagery of their attacks. Bouquet, gauging the rising Indian frenzy, 
resolved to stake everything on a ruse often used by the Indians themselves. Using 
two companies of his Roya l Americans to feign retreat, he sought to draw the excited 
Indians into a trap. The stratagem succeeded, and Bushy Run ended in victory where 
disaster had promised to be the inevitable outcome. Fort Pitt was relieved. 

The losses in men and material incurred at Bushy Run ruled out any idea of 
pushing on to Detroit. Bouquet garrisoned and provisioned the forts along Forbes's 
road and returned to Carlisle. It is true that his operations had not put an end to the 
uprisings, but Bushy Run had taken a good deal of tuck out ofthe Indians, and indeed 
marked the turning point. The battle of Bushy Run forms a landmark in the history of 
the British Empire. At the crisis it was a force , not of provincial levies, but of regular 
troops, notably the specially raised and trained Royal Americans, that gained this 
decisive victory over the Indian in his native forest . 

The First Battalion participated in one more incident associated with Carlisle in a 
tale dear to local hearts. In the spring of 1764 Bouquet was ordered to march to the 
Muskingum River for the purpose of reducing the Indians to complete submission 
and of reclaiming their white captives. He was to assemble at Carlisle the remnants of 
the First Battalion, the Forty-second Highlanders, provincial troops from Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, and two hundred friendly Indians. Predictable frustrations ensued: the 
Indians never appeared; Virginia said it could not raise men; the Pennsylvania 
contingent of one thousand men did not arrive in Carlisle until early August; and 
Bouquet arrived at Fort Loudon on the thirteenth with his force already reduced by 
the desertion of some three hundred of the Pennsylvanians. 

However, he reached the Muskingum after a difficult march, over-awed the 
Indians, and returned to Carlisle with 206 white captives, many of whom no longer 
remembered their own people. One woman recognized her daughter who had been 
carried off nine years before, but the g irl had entirely forgotten her mother and utterly 
failed to return her embrance. Bouquet, standing nearby, made the suggestion which 

reveals his imaginative mind. "Sing her the song," he said, "that you used to sing to 
your child." Memory returned, and the girl went into her mother's arms. 

Un its of the Royal Americans were in the field almost constantly from the date of 
their formation in 1757 until the end of 1764. TI1en they enjoyed a few years of semi
peace in their home station in Carlisle before the American Revolution burst over 
their heads. For understandable reasons the regiment was soon removed from the 
territory of the rebelling colonies. 

TI1ereafter recruitment and replacement from American sources necessarily 
ceased, but the unique character of the regiment persisted with its emphasis on the 
self-reliant, resourceful individual rifleman. From Bouquet and the Indian it had 
learned the art of open-order skirmishing 150 years before it was generally 
recognized in Europe. TI1e regiment's special capabilities were used in every war 
under the British flag after 1757. So highly regarded by Wellington were its special 
qualifications that he assigned a platoon to each division of his Peninsular force to 
cover the front with their rifle marksmanship. Naturally the lessons to be learned 
from the Royal Americans slow ly penetrated the ent ire British Army. 

Its close connections with the former colonies severed, the regiment was shottly 
re-designated as "The King's Royal Rifle Corps." Still tied to the King, still tied to the 
rifle, and so it was to remain. Because of its now recognized excellence, it gave rise to 

Macbine Gun Detacbment of tbe King's Royal Rtjles at Cbitrall895. From a post card 
cowtesy of D1: Louis Waddell 



another unit in the British Army, the "Rifle Brigade," which was to emulate the Royal 
Americans and in due course to share their distinctive green uniform. 

It has been a proud regiment, proud of its title, proud of its history, proud of its 
special function and capabilities, proud of its distinctive uniform. Alone in the British 
Army, the riflemen have worn green. Their buttons are of polished black wood 
embellished with a hunter's horn. Still true to their Pennsylvania forest origin, 
wearing their green, they alone have been privileged to pass in formal review 
carrying their rifles at the balance, ready for use as they thread through the woods. 

What has befallen them with the dissolution of the great Empire on which the sun 
never set, with the sad decline of that Royal Navy but for whose strength French 
would today be the language of America and the Monroe Doctrine the merest fustian , 
with the retreat of the British to the ir sceptered isle and the drastic reduction of their 
Imperial Army to a home territorial force? Regiments with centuries of proud history 
have been disbanded. Others have been reduced to battalion strength, and merged, 
striving in the process to preserve something of the history, tradition, and identity 
they have cherished. So it is with the Royal Americans, the King's Royal Rifle Corps, 
the Black Buttons, the Green Jackets. One battalion of the regiment, however, has 
survived Britain's acceptance of a minor role in the world drama. 

In 1958, after two centuries of a proud history, the First Batallion of the King's Royal 
Rifle Corps was redesignated as the Second Green Jackets and amalgamated with 
other Green Jackets battalions from the Rifle Brigade to form the Royal Green Jackets. 
Later battalions from the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry were 
included. The Director of the Imperial War Museum assures that all the old 
distinctions of the King's Royal Rifle Corps, and its separate identity, have been 
retained in every way. 

The Royal Americans pioneered the relationship between the officers and men 
which insisted, as a prerequisite, that the men could think and be trusted. The reason 
that regiment has always been different, according to one of its officers, lies in its 
history, and the sign-posts are its origins in North America (the philosophy of 
Colonel Bouquet, who was a century ahead of his time in tactics and what is now 
called man-management, has persisted), and the experience in colonial warfare. 

Thus are the Second Green Jackets still tenuously tied to Pennsylvania and to 
Carlisle, where their first recruits assembled. 
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BEATING ORDER 

November 16th, 1757 
Albany 

By His Excellency John Earl of Loudon Lord Machline and Tarrinzean &ca. &ca. 
&ca., one of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland Governor and Captain-General of 
Virginia and Vice-Admiral of the Same; Colonel of the Thirtieth Regiment of Foot, 
Colonel in Chief of the Royal American Regiment ; Major General , and 
Commander-in-Chief of all His Majesty's Forces raised or to be raised in North 
America. 

These are to authorize you by beat of Drum or otherwise, to Raise in 
any County or Part o f the Colonies on this Continent so many 
voluntiers as are or shall be Wanting to Recruit and fill up the 
Respective Companies of the I:irst Battalion of His Majesty's Sixtieth 
Regiment of Foot, under Your Command and all Magistrates Justices of 
the Peace, Constables and other Civil officers are required to be 
assist ing unto you in Providing Quarters Impressing Carriages &ca. as 
there shall be Occasion. 

Given under my hand at Albany this 15th day of November 1757 

(Sign'd) LOUDON 

By his Excellency's Command 
(Sign'd) J.APPY, 
(H.B. The Judge Advocate) 
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Two Leathern Buckets and One Bag 

George Falter 

0 n April6, 1789 some seventy-two inhabitants of the Borough of Carlisle met 
to organize a fire company. The figure is to be deduced from the fact that 

seventy-persons signed the atticles of agreement at the organizing session. 

The atticles began by reciting that the fire companies in towns and cities had 
been found to be of great use and benefit in preserving houses, goods, and effects 
and that those who were signatoty reposed special trust and confidence in each 
other's friendship. The assembled group mutually agreed to form a fire company 
by the name of Union Fire Company of Carlisle. It seems likely that the thirteen 
provisions in the articles came from the proverbial "Philadelphia lawyer," for there 
were already in existence at the time several fire companies in the capital city ofthe 
Commonwealth, a place visited on a regular basis by a number of Carlisle people. 

TI1e first provision required each member, at his own proper charges, to provide 
two leathern buckets and one bag. The bag was to be made of good strong coarse 
linen and contain at least three yards and specified that the bag have a running cord 
near the mouth. While the purpose of the bag was not specified, it presumably was 
for the purpose of carrying out goods from houses in danger. The purpose of the 
buckets, of course, is obvious. TI1e buckets and bag were to be marked with each 
one's own name and company, kept at hand, and not applied to any other use than 
presetvation of houses, goods and effects. 

Article 2 stated that if anyone neglected to provide his buckets and bag within 
three months, or shall when so provided, fail to keep them ready for the intended 
use or apply them to any other purpose, that person was required to forfeit and pay 
into the clerk for the use of the company "the sum of one shilling for each bucket 
or bag so misapplied or wanting except if any of them happen to be lost at a fire." 

The third article stated that if any of the buckets or bags were lost at a fire, they 
would be supplied or replaced out of company stock, if notice was given to the 
company clerk within one month after such loss or damage. 

Article 4. Upon learning of a fire , each one was required to repair to the same 
with his buckets and bag and endeavor not only to extinguish the fire by exercising 
his best efforts, but also to preserve the goods and effects of those as were in 
danger. This article even detailed that in event of more than one house being in 
danger, the buckets and bags would be divided to be equally helpful. 

It was futther provided that in order to prevent suspicious persons from coming 
into or cartying any goods out of such houses, "two members shall continuously 
attend at the doors until all goods and effects that can be saved are packed up and 
carried to a place of safety." Article 4, further stated that upon hearing the cty of fire 
in the night, each member was required immediately to set up two or more lights 
in his front door or windows, and each of the company whose homes were 
thought to be in danger were likewise required to place lights in the most 
convenient and suitable place thereof in order to prevent confusion and enable 
their friends to give them the more speedy, effectual assistance. Because the 
association was intended for the general benefit, it was agreed that whenever a fire 
broke out in any patt of the Borough, even though none of the members houses, 
goods, or effects were in apparent danger, all were to repair there with their 
buckets and bags, giving their utmost assistance to such of their fellow citizens as 
may need it in the same manner as if they belonged to the company. Furthermore, 
if any member neglected to report to a fire with his buckets and bag, or omitted to 
set up lights, he would forfeit and pay to the company two shillings at the next 
meeting unless he could assign some reasonable cause to the satisfaction of two
thirds of the company. 

Article 5 established regular meetings for the last Monday in evety third month . 
beginning with April 1789. It further provided that evety member who attended 
such meeting should pay one shilling six pence to the use of the company. If the 
member was one hour late, he had to pay one shilling, but if he missed the whole 
meeting, he had to pay three shillings. The meaning of this is uncertain. 
Economically, it looked like the best thing was to be one hour late for evety 
meeting since it cost only one shilling against one shilling, six pence for timely 
attendance. 

Article 6 stated that at each meeting there was to be elected a suitable person to 
serve as clerk for the next three months, but no person was obliged to serve as 
clerk for more than six months successively without his consent. The clerk's 
business was to inspect the condition of the ladders and engine and to make report 
in writing at the next meeting. The clerk was to give notice in the Carlisle Gazette: 

(a) of evety meeting at least five days before the time appointed; and 

(b) if any of the company's money was to be laid out; and 

(c) new members were to be admitted; and 

(d) any alterations in the articles. 

The clerk was also required to keep fair minutes of the proceedings at such 
meetings. 

Additionally Article 6 provided that for more ease of the clerk in inspecting the 
buckets, bags, ladders, and engine as aforesaid, "the company at the regular 
meeting was to appoint four assistants, one for each quarter of the town." The 
duties of the assistants were to inspect the buckets, bags, articles, and lists 
belonging to the members residing in their respect ive quarters and make a report 
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in writing to the Clerk who was to report the same to the Company at the next 
meeting. 

The clerk was also obliged to collect all fines for absences at the last meeting 
(unless the prior clerk fa iled to give proper notice). Of course, at the end of his 
tenure he was required to turn over all funds , company minute book, and all 
papers to the succeeding clerk. If he did not do so, he continued as clerk until he 
complied, being subject to all the fines and forfeitures of a clerk for every om ission 
of duty in the atticles or minute book. It also specified that whoever had the 
minute book in his hand was deemed to be the clerk. Four assistants were required 
after every fire to have the ladders and engine returned to the proper place within 
twenty-four hours at the expense of the company, and this was on the pain of 
forfeit ing two shillings for each neglect. If the clerk failed to give proper notice of a 
meeting, he would forfeit one shi lling for every member who was absent. If any 
assistant failed or neglected to make the required return to the clerk as to the 
buckets and bags, he was to forfeit five shi llings. If the clerk neglected to make 
return of all the company buckets, bags, ladders, lists, atticles and engine, he 
would forfeit five shillings for every such neglect. 

More amazingly, if a clerk, after he was elected, failed to serve, he would forfeit 
and pay 10 shillings. It is not clear whether he could be elected without his 
consent. In any event he didn't have to serve more than six months. 

Article 6 stated also that at each stated meeting of the company, a president was 
to be e lected. T11e president and clerk could call a special meeting o n extra
ordinary occasions, these meetings subjected every member to the same fines and 
forfeitures as for the stated meetings. 

Article 7 provides that a treasurer was to be e lected from time to time as often as 
two-thirds of the company should think fit. His duty was to take care of the 
company "stock" and to dispose and pay, if agreeable, to the order of the company. 
Another duty of the treasurer was to render a fair and just account once a year or 
oftener if required. He was required to give bond and was excused from serving as 
clerk during his term as treasurer. 

(a) T11e company could not exceed eighty; 

(b) No new member could be admitted; 

(c) Money to the extent of five pounds or more could not be spent; 

(d) No alterations in the att icles could be made; 

Article 8 provided that until the meeting next after the same was proposed, 
proper notice given, and upon two-thirds of the members concurring. (Actually 
two-th irds of the members attend ing) . Also the time for entering on business was 
specified to be one hour after the time appointed for the meeting. Every new 
member was to be chosen by ballot. 

Article 9 provided that each member was required to keep a copy of the atticles 
and a list of all the members, and he was required to keep these fixed in open view 



near his buckets and bag upon pain of forfeiting six pence for each neglect. 

Article 10 provided that all fines and forfeitures were to be paid to the clerk and 
to be a "common stock". The stock was the treasUty of the company. There was 
also a real penal provision which stated that if any member failed to pay a fine or 
forfeiture when demanded longer than the next regular meeting, his name was to 
be "rased" out and he thenceforth was excluded from the company. 

Article 11 provided that as soon as the stock increased sufficiently to help any of 
the company who suffered by fire , the company would render such assistance in 
cash as two-thirds of the members may think proper. Article 8 specified two-thirds 
of the members attending, so it is not clear whether this meant the same thing. 
There does not appear to be any provision for a quorum to constitute a meeting. 

Article 12 provided interestingly that on the death of a member, the survivors, 
and this meant survivors of the company, were in time of danger to aid and assist 
the widow of the decedent during her widowhood as if her husband had been 
living. However, there was a catch to this -the widow had to keep her buckets and 
bag in repair and see that they got to every fire. 

Article 13 set up a due process clause by providing that an aggrieved member 
(regarding fines) could appeal to the company at its next meeting. Two-thirds of 
the members present could remit the fine. 

The articles were then signed at the end thereof by the seventy-two mentioned 
previously. 

The minutes of the first meeting noted that following adoption of approval of 
the foregoing articles, the company proceeded to the election of the Reverend 
Doctor Robert Davidson (later president of Dickinson College) as president and 
Captain Samuel Postlethwait as clerk. It was fUtther ordered that the clerk procure 
two hundred copies of the articles and deliver to each member any number not 
exceeding three and, of course, to be paid for out of the company's stock. 

On April27, 1789, the company held its first stated meeting as established in the 
atticles. Apparently thirty-seven attended, and the clerk collected one shill ing, six 
pence from each, a sum which was recited to be a total of two pounds fifteen 
shillings, six pence. Dr. Davidson and Captain Postlethwait were duly re-elected 
president and clerk respectively and Ephraim Steel was elected treasurer. Four 
members were elected as the assistants to inspect the four quarters of the town. In 
addition, the assistants were directed to procure such ladders and hooks as they 
thought necessary at company expense. 

On June 8, 1789, a special meeting was held at the court house. There was a 
motion that a house ought to be erected to contain the engine at the expense of the 
company. It was ordered that consideration of that be postponed until .Jhe 
quatterly meeting. 

The quarterly meeting was held on July 27, 1789, at the Court House. The 
minutes showed fifty-nine present and recited nine to be absent. (This is only 
sixty-eight out of a total original seventy-two) 
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A leatber and metallmcket fminted hlack ll'ilb /!,Old lel/erin/!, "Ceo. Melz/!,er" (bandle 
nu:,sin/!, ): a black metal, lea/ber, and dotb fireman 's bat (n111nhered "56") u•itb uN!e 
lel/e1-s set off b1• red and u•itb a /!,Old ea/!,le crest and sbield: and a sil1 ·er or sill'er-coated 
nickle trumpet u•itb a red cord al/acbed, en/!,I'CII 'ed 11'itb a jlorcli desi/!,n and !be 
imcription "Presented to tbe Union Fire Company No. 7 bp tbe Students of Dickinson 
Colle/!,e, Marcb 3rd 7860." All are from tbe Cumberland County Historical Socie(l ' 
collections. 

From repotts of the assistants and the cle rk, it appeared that a number of the 
members were not fully supplied with the ir buckets and bags but that every eff01t 
had been made by the delinquents to procure them. Fines, therefore, were 
remitted. 

It appeared also that the assistants had not as yet been able to procure the 
necessary ladders and hooks. It was agreed that fUtther time be given and that the 
assistants were to procure two ladders of thitty-six feet, two ladders of thirty feet , 
two ladders of twenty- four feet and two ladders of twenty feet as well as four hooks 
and chains and poles. This was to be clone on or before the next quarterly meeting. 
The motion for erecting a firehouse to contain the engine passed. It was further 
specified that the house be erected on the west side of the coutthouse and be of 
frame and be weather-boarded. At this time the original CoUtt House faced High 
Street. A committee was appointed to contract with workmen to build the house 
and to draw on the treasury for paying those they may employ. All of this is very 
interesting at this point because the engine was mentioned at the original meeting, 
at the previous special meeting, and again at this meeting. However, there is 
nothing in the record as to acquisition of an engine or what type it was, etc. l11e 
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Souvenir HistOIJ' Of Carlisle 1924 by Robert H. Gibb stated that there was an engine 
wh ich was common property of Carlisle prior to the formal organization of the fire 
company on April 6, 1789. 

On October 26, 1789, there was a quatterly meeting held at the college. The 
minutes show that they paid one Samuel Jackson three shillings, nine pence for 
attendance and for providing candles, etc. for the use of the company at this 
meeting. They elected new officers: John Montgomery and David W. McKeehan as 
president and clerk respectively. The committee for the engine house repotted 
progress. 

The assistants repotted that the ladders were made and at the painters. It was 
directed that the ladders be painted, marked Union, and placed in the market
house. There was a fifteen shilling fine set for any member who removed ladders 
or hooks or used them for his own purposes. Four members were appointed to 
form the I ines - the bucket brigade, of course, -and preserve order during the fire. 
Two members were appointed to attend at the door of such ho use or ho uses as 
were in danger and to superintend the packing and removal of goods and effects. 

A special meeting was held on December 8, 1789; the only item of business 
shown on the minutes was that Dr. Davidson (former president) ass igned his 
indispositio n as a reason for his non-attendance at the last quarterly meeting. It was 
noted that his excuse was admitted. 

On January 2s, 1790 a regular meeting was held at the Court House. This 
continued the same officers. It was recorded by President Montgomery that the 
house built to contain the engine was finished. The clerk reported that the 
engine - deposited in the house built for that purpose -and eight ladders painted 
and marked were all in good order. 

At the July 27, 1790 regular meeting (at the CoUtt House) the company adopted 
rules and regulations for conduct at the meetings. A resolution was passed that the 
company should meet eight times per year for the purpose of "exercising" the 
engine, with the president and clerk having the power to direct the time of the 
meetings and to advettise the same in the Carlisle Gazette. As usual, fines were 
levied on those who did not attend, a practice which must have netted a sizable 
sum for the company in that not many persons wanted to "exercise" the engine. 
Quarterly meetings were changed to the first Tuesday in November, February, May, 
and August. 

The final item of business at that meeting directed three members to settle the 
account of the treasurer and "state the same in the company books which account 
is as follows viz." The next two and a half pages are blank 

The next regular meeting under the new by-laws was February 1, 1791. The 
minutes showed the names of thirty members who were absent, but because the 
clerk neglected to give proper notice, no account was taken of the absentees. 

A special meeting was he!d December 22, 1792 with eighteen present. At that 
meeting a committee of three was appo inted among other things, to revise and 
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make such alterations in the rules for regulating the company as experience has 
proved necessary. 

Action on th is apparent ly was not accomplished until the meeting of August 3, 
1793, when new art icles were approved. 

Some of the significant changes were: - Meet ings were changed to each 
Satterday [sic] preceding the week in which the County coutts convened; -The 
attendance levy was changed from one sh illing ro one-eighth of a dollar and for 
missing a meeting, the levy was changed to one-foutth of a dollar;- Elect ion ? f 
the clerk and president was to be annual rather than evety three months; m 
add ition, the clerk was to rece ive "su itable compensation for his trouble." 

The original articles limited the membership to e ighty, and no new member was 
to be admitted unless brought up and considered at next meeting upon notice. 
The change provided that any inhabitant of the Borough could become a member 
upon his paying to the treasurer, quote "a sum proportionate to his property 
compared with the subscript ions or quotas of original members." 

A meeting of August 4, 1798 notes that three men were appo inted a committee 
to "value Dr. Steinecke's house and assess it in proportion to the original duplicate 
of assessment. " Dr. Steinecke had been approved for membership at the previo us 
meeting. 

An arcb erected across West Lolllber Street attbe centennial of the Un ion Fire Campoli~) '. 
From News From Home: A Brief History ( Home Fleet of Insurance Companies: New 
York, 1945). 
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Atticle 9 provided that these atticles be entered in the company book and "none 
to be considered members in the future but those who subscribed the same 
therein." In the minute book there appear the signatures of fifty-one members. 

l11e next meeting of any significance was January 3, 1795. At this meeting, a 
committee was appointed to move the engine and the house. However, no further 
action seemed to have been taken by the committee or the company. 

Although meetings cont inued to be held; there appears to be nothing eatth
shattering said or done. The business at hand was mostly problems of collections 
of fines from delinquent members. Many meetings showed more absent than 
present. It was also noted that, though the clerk advenised a meeting for 
December 2, 1800, no one attended b1_-1t Dr. Davidson, and no bus iness could be 
transacted. There is no record of meetings in 1801. A November 27, 1802, meeting 
minutes shows that only five attended. A gap in the company records follows. 

l11ere was :mother re-organization of the company's Articles in 1819. About the 
only significant thing was that it established twenty members as a quorum at 
meetings. There were thitty-three members who signed the new by-laws at that 
meeting. However, many signatures were later affixed as new members came in. 

On February 3, 1821, there was a special meeting held on the order of the 
president. 

A recital in the minutes set f01th : quote "citizens of the Borough have 
incurred considerable expense in the purchase of two fire engines 
[the Cumberland Fire Company had been formed and presumably had 
an engine also] wh ich have been materially injured and their useful
ness is likely to be ftuther destroyed by the ruinous condition of the 
building in which they are contained and because of experiences at 
the recent fire that from want of a sufficient supply of water and the 
proper apparatus, our means is totally inadequate to check the 
devouring flames and stay the progress of a devastating fire and it is 
believed that at a comparative trifling expense apparatus can be 
acquired which would greatly facilitate a supply of water and enable 
the fire companies to act with greater efficiency in case of any alarm or 
accident by fire. 

An atticle in the American Volunteerof]anuary 18, 1821, reported that a fire had 
destroyed the houses occupied by Mr. Robert McPherson and those on each side, 
one occupied by Colonel McGinnis and the other owned by a Mr. Zollinger. 
Alluding to the same incident reported in the February 3 minutes above, the 
Volunteer also rep01ted "the want of a sufficiency of water" but spoke also of "a 
greater want of good .fnanagement" and amplified by stating that 

The deficiency of forming lines could scarcely be surmounted until a 
sufficient number of ladies appeared and filled the places, which 
ought to have been filed by a number of idle, lazy, or indifferent male 
spectators - and worse the ladies had to be placed on the heavy or 
water side of the line, i.e., male patticipants there were elected to pass 
on the empty buckets. 

It was futther noted in the February 3 meeting: 
Resolved: that town council be requested to take into consideration: 
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U~ted as ''The Neu• bose carria[!.e" of the Union Fire Company in Ne-;vs from Home: A 
Brief His tory. 

(a) the raising by loan, tax, or othetwise the sum of$400 toward the 
erection of a suitable fire engine house to contain the two engines and 
apparatus. 

(b) that the council be requested to take into consideration the 
property of laying a tax on all householders who neglect to provide 
themselves with two fire buckets. 

(c) form a joint committee with the Cumberland to approach the 
County Commissioners. 

It appears from the next meeting on March 3, 1821 that the Commissioners had 
responded with a grant of$400 and $100 additional conditionally for the purposes. 
At this point one wonders why the County Commissioners came up with expenses 
for a fire house which would have been Borough property. It must be remembered 
that the fire house was right next to the Coun House; that the Comm issioners 
presumably figured that they probably better keep the fire company happy. 

At a meeting on June 2, 1821, the Committee repotted that there was nothing 
from Council. A committee of one was appointed to work jointly with a committee 
from the Cumberland Fire Company to contract fot' and superintend the erection 
of a suitable engine house for the preservation of the engines and apparatus. 
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Apparently all went well because a notation in the meeting of December 1 1821 
stated that the meeting was adjourned to December 10 to meet at the new ~ngin~ 
house for the purpose of removing the engine into the new building. 

On December 10, 1821, a joint meeting of the Union and Cumberland was held. 
James Lamberton, Esq. was called to the chair and Jacob Hendel, a jeweler, was 
appointed secretary. Lamberton was a Union member and Jacob Hendel was a 
Cumberland member. [Also serving was Bernard Hendel , a member of the 
Union.] 

There was a resolution that the thanks of the Union and Cumberland Fire 
Company's be presented to the Commissioners of Cumberland County and to the 
town council of the Borough of Carlisle for the judicious aid they have afforded the 
companies in erecting the engine houses and town hall so necessary for the 
convenience of the public functionaries and the companies and so expedient for 
the protection of the engines. Note the use of the words judicious aid, not 
generous aid. It is as if the fire companies were saying "after all, we're right here to 
protect you." 

Then it was unanimously resolved that the thanks of the Union and Cumberland 
Fire companies be presented to the joint committee for the zeal, skill , and taste 
which they have manifested in the superintending of the erection of the present 
handsome firehouse and town hall. The companies then proceeded to move the 
engines into their respective houses and take formal possession. 

Alas, there is a cryptic note in the minutes later: "24th March 1845, court house 
and town hall destroyed by fire at 2:00 o'clock in the morning." 

On December 29, 1821, reverting to a chronological account, there was a 
meeting in the new town hall. At this time the company took action to divide itself 
into three classes: 

(a) Class One was called directors or linemen and property men, one half of 
whom are directors to form the bystanders into lines for the supply of water. One
half are property men to take every suitable measure to preserve the property of 
the building on fire. 

(b) Class Two was engine men, of course, to work the engine, their captain to 
have a speaking trumpet. 

(c) Class Three was axe and hook men, one half to have axes and one-half to 
have hooks. Their function was to cut away and pull down buildings as required. 
Each member was assigned by a committee to one class or another. 

On September 23, 1825, the meeting was adjourned to the next regular meeting 
because only eleven members were present. It was noted that the greater part of 
the company was at camp meeting. 

Administrative problems occurred from time to time. Notations show for 
example that the September and December meeting of 1827 were not held 
because of want of notice. 
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Tbe First Motorized equipment of tbe Union Fire Compm~)', 19 13. From News from 
Home: A Brief HistOl)'. 

A March 21, 1828 meeting noted that a committee was appointed to see whether 
the existing engine could be sold and for what sum and an additional sum 
adequate to the purchase of an engine of superior construction could be obtained 
from town council and the county commissioners or from any other source. May 
22, 1828, additional members were added to the previous committee. The 
committee was instructed to proceed immediately to communicate with 
neighboring communities as to sale of its engine. 

Another committee was appointed to raise by subscription money to aid in 
buying a new engine. At a June 7, 1828 meeting two members from each ward were 
added to the subscription committee, but no significant action resulted. 

At a meeting on June 4, 1831, the company again considered and adopted a new 
constitution (or articles). These articles do not appear in the minutes until after a 
December 7, 1833 meeting. Apparently the committee had some difficulty in 
procuring the official copy of same from Samuel Alexander, Esq. The only 
significant change in this constitution was to set the quorum of a meeting at fifteen. 
The construction still required each member to have two leathern buckets and one 
bag. 

On September 7, 1833, a committee was appointed to make arrangements to 
procure a suitable engine and apparatus. There was also a committee appointed to 
wait on Samuel Alexander, Esq., and obtain from him a copy of the new 
constitution. 

There were three more meetings in 1833. Significant actions in those meetings 
were as follows: 

(a) The Committee reported that they had made contact with manufacturers in 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. They found that for $600 they could purchase one of 
the best manufactured engines which would throw the water 140 feet horizontally 
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and one hundred feet venically; 

(b) Town council had granted $100; 

(c) A committee was appointed to receive donations from anyone disposed to 
contribute (to make up the difference for the cost of the engine); 

(d) Another committee reported that the county commissioners would give 
$90, and the Carlisle Bank would give $35 toward the new engine. 

To help along the purchase of the new engine there appeared on November 12, 
1833 an advenisement in the Carlisle Herald offering for sale the engine of the fire 
company "very cheap" stating that it had recently been thoroughly repaired and is 
a good engine for its size. 

On March 1, 1834, the committee appointed at a prior meeting to receive 
donations reported that they did not proceed to ask for any because they did not 
think that authority was contained in their appointment, so their appointment 
motion was quickly and duly amended to contain the words "solicit and receive." 

Another committee reponed that the fire engine was exposed and liable to 
injury owing to an opening between the room in which it is kept and the wood 
house under the stairs in the same building, that wood chips and rubbish and dust 
have gotten around the engine, and that action should be taken to request town 
council to close up the space between the engine room and the wood house. 

Another committee was appointed to confer with a newly formed hose 
company as to sale of the old engine but was cautioned that no definite arrange
ments be made until the new engine could be procured. 

l11e April 19, 1834 meeting signaled the arrival of the new engine. 
Unfortunately, the overall cost was $19 more than the anticipated $600. The $19 
was composed of$8 for the box enclosing the engine and an $11 bill for hauling it 
from Philadelphia to Carlisle. 

At the May 3, 1834 meeting (an adjourned meeting) the committee to solicit and 
receive funds for the new engine reponed that it met with encouragement from 
the general public but, "they who are the largest owners of property and from 
whom we expected liberal contribution pointedly refused- these we presume are 
generally known to this body or we should feel disposed to name them." 

There followed a list of those who had subscribed and already paid. The list of 
contributions contained one of $.25 up to six of $5. First on the list is George 
Metzger with a $5 contribution. 

So far as any subscription shonage was concerned, the company sought and 
received an additional appropriation from town council. The committee funher 
reponed that meeting with Andrew Galbraith Ege of Carlisle Iron Works and just 
happening to mention the loss of one of the axles of the new engine, Ege offered a 
gift of iron sufficient for a new axle. 

A meeting of September 6, 1834 show that on motion, Mr. John Faller (the 
author's great-grandfather) was admitted as a member of the company. 
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On January 24, 1835 at the request of a committee from the Cumberland Fire 
Company, a committee was appointed to work with the Cumberland Committee 
to address the citizens of the Borough in respect to the conduct to be observed by 
them in case of fire and make such arrangements as will tend to insure their 
cooperation. 

A resolution was offered which proposed to fine a number of named members 
(who did not show up at James Loudon's fire) for not immediately repairing to the 
fire house with their buckets and bags. Action was postponed to the next meeting. 

There was then a motion that a committee be appointed to go around and 
inquire of all the freeholder members of the company to ascettain if they have 
provided themselves with buckets and bags as required by the constitution. l11is 
did not pass either. However, a committee was appointed to determine why the 
bells of the coun house and town house were not rung and alarm given at the time 
of the recent fire at Mr. Loudon's. 

At a March 7, 1835 meeting, the engine committee reponed that the engine was 
in complete order, including two bells which had been procured and afftxed to the · 
engine by means of a private subscription. 

In another action, the classes previously referred to were changed from three to 
four. Essentially the directors and lane and property men were split into two 
separate classes. The records of that meeting indicate one hundred members at 
that time. 

The January 6, 1836 meeting reflects that a Committee from the Cumberland 
Fire Company presented a preamble and resolution to the Union for con
sideration: 

Fireman's Hat, black leatber witb red and gold lettering and trim. Initials ']L." on top. 
From tbe Society collections. 
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The safety and protection of the property of the citizens of this 
Borough require our fire apparatus to be more complete before it can 
be effective and whereas a few spirited individuals principally at their 
own expense and inconvenience have sustained and supported 
unaided and in many instances uncountenanced by the mass of 
property holders who having the greatest amount of interest should be 
most liberal in their means and whereas it has been found impossible 
to enlist the feelings or the purses of these very individuals who are 
most benefitted in time of fire by our engines, therefore resolved, that 
it is the duty of our Borough Council to levy immediately such a tax as 
will meet the spirit of the foregoing preamble. Resolved, that it is the 
delivered opinion of this company from their experience and all 
information they can gather from their brother firemen that the larger 
engines are rendered tenfold more efficient by the assistance of an 
hydrollion and hose. Resolved that the council be requested to supply 
each of the engine companies of this borough from the amount of 
monies raised from the taxables with a suction engine and 1000 feet of 
hose. Resolved, that if there is not a corresponding feeling of interest 
and liberality in the matters now proposed, both by the property 
holders and their representatives, the Borough council, we as 
independent firemen feeling a laudable ambition in our profession 
will not be willing to risk our health, lives and reputations for the 
benefit of those who are not disposed to appreciate them. 

The record shows that a committee was appointed to confer with the Cumberland 
committee. 

At a meeting January 30, 1836 with seventy-one members present, it was 
resolved that the company form a procession and convey the engine around town 
and adjourn until half past six. Presumably they formed the procession and 
conveyed the engine around town, perhaps as a followup to the action at the prior 

meeting. 

At the adjourned meeting at half past six - another new constitution was 
unanimously adopted. Somewhat more elaborate, it set up five classes of members 
together with their duties. 

However, in this new constitution was to be found a provision that each 
member who was a freeholder should provide himself with simply two buckets. 

Thus, while the Union Fire Company is almost two hundred years old, this was 
the end of its era of Two Leathern Buckets and One Bag 

Chloe's Story 

Nancy Loughridge 

T he C~rothers or Carruthers families ( ~arruthers in Scotland, Carothers in 
Amenca) were among the first settlers m Cumberland County; in 1750 when 

the county was formed, there were seven established Carothers households in 
West and East Pennsborough Townships. The West and East branches were 
distantly related (both appear to have emigrated from the same area in Scotland) 
and both quickly rose to positions of wealth and prominence in this county. 
Various Carothers were sheriffs, justices of the peace, constables, church elders, 
and tax collectors in the eighteenth century, and several saw action as officers in 
the War of the Revolution. No Carothers was poor or obscure, and some were 
extraordinarily well-to-do. 

It is the East Pennsboro Township branch of the Carothers who intersect Chloe's 
story, and the thread begins with Robert Carothers, the first of his line to settle 
there. Robert's initial land warrant was issued in 1743, and by 1750 he was already 
settled on his land "north of the Conodoguinet Creek" It has proved impossible to 
trace the exact location of this farm, but it was in present-day Silver Spring 
Township, directly no1th of Hogestown and probably between the modern 
Wertzville Road and the North Mountain. 

When he died in 1771, Robert left the substantial sum of fifty pounds to his 
daughter Janet Nailor and the plantation of over four hundred acres to his only son 
John. 

When John Carothers in turn died in 1783, he left behind his wife Sarah, eleven 
children, his plantation, land holdings in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina of 
undetermined size, and cash. The Carolina land was bequeathed to sons Robert 
and James; the home farm was granted in its entirety "share and share alike" to the 
other nine children: Margaret, Isabei,Jean,John, William, Andrew, Samuel, Ezekiel 
and Archibald. Widow Sarah buried her husband in the Silver Spring Presbyterian 
graveyard and almost immediately returned to her native Mecklenburg County. 

With hindsight one can but applaud Sarah's flight, as she thus escaped seven 
years of legal squabbling among her children and sons-in-law. They found it an 



impossible task to divide equitably the four hundred acres into ninths, and there is 
some evidence that four of the children ganged up on Andrew, the fifth son, to 
prevent his gaining control of the property. Only John, the eldest son, was willing 
to sell Andrew his fotty-odd acre share; Margaret, Isabel, William and Samuel 
combined their shares eventually and sold the package to a York County farmer, in 
the process evicting Andrew from his home. TI1ere is an almost gleeful note in the 
1790 settlement in the section that pronounces that William Carothers and 
Absalom Woodward (Isabel's husband) now controled the "168 acres, spring, 
spring house and buildings where Andrew now lives" and that this parcel is being 
sold to Samuel Strohm ofYork. Ezekiel and Archibald sold their shares separately, 
outside the family, though no doubt Andrew wanted to acquire them. It is 
possible Andrew was not willing to pay their asking price, as the sum he paid 
brother John for his share seems to have been below market value. 

Seemingly undaunted, Andrew moved his wife Mary and their little boy into a 
small log cabin (only 288 square feet) which he probably built himself on his 
eighty acres. He very soon obtained a warrant for 150 acres of timber land nearby 
and doggedly began to clear them. By 1798, Andrew had amassed 280 acres, but he 
had also, at age thirty-nine, acquired five more children and the family was still 
living in the tiny cabin. 

The impression given of Andrew Carothers is that of a man who is hardworking, 
close with a dollar and not addicted to creature comforts. No facts remain about his 
wife Mary, not even her maiden name, but one can easily infer that her life was 
unusually hard and monotonous even by the standards of the time. Almost 
continually pregnant, taking care of her husband and six children in essentially 
one room, she apparently did not get a break in her routine even on Sundays. 
There is no church record of her marriage to Andrew, no evidence that they joined 
a church or were confirmed, and no baptismal records for any of the children. 
Other members of Andrew's family were staunch Presbyterians, but he, for 
whatever reason, seems to have turned his back on the church. Also unlike the 
father and brothers, Andrew did not patticipate in civic or political affairs. 

The enclosed world of Andrew and Mary Carothers was shattered in January of 
1801. On Saturday afternoon, January 24, their youngest child, Lucetta, age four, 
was found drowned in the creek that ran through their meadow. On the next 
Saturday, Polly Carothers, age six, was found drowned in almost the same spot. 

MANUMISSION 

On March 1, 1780, the Pennsylvania legislature passed the historic Act for the 
Gradual Abolition of Slavety. It provided that any Negro born after that date must 
be freed when reaching twenty-eight years of age, while Negroes born prior to that 
date would remain slaves for life. The Act also required slave owners henceforth to 
register the birth of slave infants at county courthouses. 

Cumberland County slave holders complied with the law though some were 
very dilatmy, like William Kelso of East Pennsboro ugh Township. On March 31, 

1789, Kelso made the journey from present-day Lemoyne to Carlisle to register 
"Chloe, born December 1782." Kelso was a well-known and affiuent innkeeper 
and owner of Kelso's Ferry. He also owned two hundred acres, four horses, six 
cows, and two Negroes. There is no clue to who Chloe's mother was; the other 
slave owned by Kelso in 1789 was a man named Will. 

The next mention of Chloe is of her consignment, on July 4, 1794, to a 
Philadelphia slave dealer named John W. Godfrey. She was eleven years old. Two 
weeks later she was sold for an unknown sum to John Harland, a Philadelphia 
merchant , and the bill of sale describes her as being about sixteen years of age. 
Three weeks later, on August 11 , 1794, Harland sold Chloe to Peter Gevaudan of 
Philadelphia for 118 Spanish-milled dollars ; Gevaudan then sold her for the same 
amount in October to L Crousillat. In a four month period, the eleven-year-old girl 
had had five masters, and her odyssey was not yet ended. Crousillat sold her the 
following March to Oliver Pollock, a merchant and financier who maintained 
homes in Philadelphia and in Carlisle. In 1791 Pollock had purchased the 
magnificent James Silver estate (the stone house near the present intersection of 
Rte. 11 and Lambs's Gap Road) and made it his main residence. 

Oliver Pollock had emigrated from Ireland to Cumberland County in 1760 with 
his brother and his father Jared Pollock The other Pollocks lived out their lives in 
Carlisle, but Oliver, at age twenty-five , set sail for Havana to make his fottune as a 
trader. He succeeded so well that by the eve of the An1erican Revolution, Pollock, 
then established in New Orleans, was acknowledged as one of the five richest men 
in the colonies. A fierce patriot, the Roman Catholic Pollock pledged his assets to 
the Revolutionary cause and like his friend Robert Morris, lost evetything he 
owned. However, by 1791, when he returned to Cumberland County, Pollockwas 
back on his feet financially, though he had collected from the government only a 
fraction of the sums owed him. 

Pollock seems to have been a universally beloved and respected man, and he 
was the only one of her owners for whom Chloe felt affection . Pollock alone seems 
to have taken pains to educate her and to give her religious instruction. Chloe lived 
in Pollock's home for almost two years, and they were the only happy years of her 
life. 

On November 21, 1796, Oliver Pollock sold Chloe for sixty pounds to her last 
master, Andrew Carothers. 

At this distance in time, it is impossible to explain beyond doubt Chloe's fate. It 
is not known why she bounced from one master to another so rapidly; it is known 
that she was physically healthy and large for her age, but did her successive owners 
discover that she was retarded or emotionally unstable? Was she so filled with rage 
by age eleven, so brutalized, that she was unmanageable? 

Chloe was the first slave Andrew Carothers had owned, and she was probably 
purchased at Mary Carothers's insistence to help with cooking and household 
chores. Where on earth Chloe slept in the eighteen by sixteen foot one story cabin 
is a mystery - unless she slept in the barn. Carothers did not build separate 
quarters for her. 



Knowledge of what happened onjanuaty 24, 1801, at the Carothers farm comes 
almost entirely from Mary Carothers. Chloe had been washing clothes all day until 
about 3 p.m., which was also the time four year old Lucetta was last seen alive. At 
sundown Andrew Carothers came to the house from the barn and presently asked 
about Lucetta's whereabouts. Someone ran to the barn to look for her there, while 
Andrew searched the creek, finding the girl's body almost immediately. Every 
means was tried to revive her; Mrs. Carothers then sent Chloe and two of the 
children to the nearest neighbors to ask them to come for the wake that evening. 
Mary Carothers noticed nothing odd about Chloe's behavior except "she affected 
not to know where the said child had gone." 

l11e next Saturday about noon, Chloe was told to fetch a kettle of water and a 
sandstone from the creek to scrub the cabin floor. While Chloe was outside the 
cabin pounding the stone, six-year-old Polly was told to find the basin that was 
used for spreading the sand on the floor. Mrs. Carothers and twelve-year-old Sarah 
then juggled the furniture around the three small rooms as Chloe scrubbed the 
floor. This time, a child's absence was noted immediately. 

Chloe halloed out to the barn to her master, he came and halloed out 
to my eldest son if the child was with him- ran down to where Lucetta 
was drowned - she [Chloe] came running up and wringing her hands 
and pretending to be crying, said that Polly was in the dam - she came 
and put on her shoes and stockings and asked where she would run, I 
tdld her to run nowhere .. . After the corpse moved for the graveyard, I 
thought, and it run in my mind that she, Chloe, had drowned them. I 
think I began on Monday to accuse her. 

l11e next week must have been living hell for everyone under the Carothers 
roof Mary Carothers said "I could not bear the sight of her about the house; I was 
sure she had done it." Chloe later reported that Mrs. Carothers routinely beat her 
two or three times a week with a cowhide whip, stripped naked, whether or not 
she had committed an offense, so it is likely that Chloe was beaten daily to force a 
confession. When the stick did not work, Mrs. Carothers tried the carrot, telling 
Chloe that if she confessed, she would not hang but would be sold back to 
Philadelphia. 

Finally a neighbor, Mrs. john Clendenin, using gentle persuasion, elicited the 
confession from Chloe that she had drowned the girls by placing her hand over 
their mouths and holding them under water. Two weeks later (the delay has never 
been explained) john Clendenin escotted Chloe to the jail in Carlisle where she 
was charged with suspicion of murder. 

Colllt calendars must have been as clogged then as now, as Chloe's trial did not 
begin until June. The Honorable john joseph Henry was the presiding judge; 
Samuel Laird, john Creigh, and William Moore were the Associate Judges. Maty 
Carothers gave the bulk of the testimony; apparently neither Andrew Carothers nor 
Chloe was called to the stand. It is not known if anyone spoke in Chloe's behalf; 
she would not, of course, have had a defense attorney. 

On Saturday, june 6, 1801 the sentence of death by hanging was pronounced on 
Chloe in the Cumberland County Colllt of Oyer and Terminer. Four objections 

were raised against the imposition of the death penalty, but these were thrown out 
by the President Judge at the same coutt session. It is not clear who raised the 
objections (Oliver Pollock?) or what they were, but surely one of them must have 
been that Chloe was incompetent and not responsible for her actions. Perhaps 
another was that her confession had been beaten out of her. 

Governor Thomas McKean signed Chloe's death warrant on July 3, 1801; the 
warrant was issued to john Carothers, Sheriff of Cumberland County and Andrew's 
cousin. 

A Methodist clergyman, Rev. james Smith, visited Chloe in her cell in the days 
before her execution, and these interviews were printed in Kline's Gazette. The 
minister probably rephrased the girl's monologue, but he reponed her as saying: 

Th~ reason why I killed them was not because I had any spite or malice 
agamst them; on the contrary, I loved them both. My motive was this: I 
~ew th.at the chil?ren were compelled by my mistress to give 
mformatton respectmg some parts of my conduct for which I was 
severely corrected far beyond the demerit of the fault. To cut off this 
means of information was the first end i promised myself but my 
second and greatest motive was to bring all the misery I possibly could 
upon the family - and patticularly upon my mistress . . .. I entirely 
forgot what I had done until about an hour after, being at the run, 
above where she lay, my master calling to me to know if Lucetta was 
with me? I answered no .. This was the first of my recollecting what I had 
done! ... I was much whtpped by my master to ext ott a confession but I 
was much more lashed by my own conscience. At length I confessed 
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Pen sketcb of tbe Pollock Mansion at Si/t1er's Spring by Dcwid Keeje1: 



and was committed. On my trial , I cried Not Guilty though still my 
conscience spoke within me to the contraty .. . TI1e voice ofthe bl~d 
of two innocent children cries against me from the ground. Is my sm 
too great for the mercy of God to pardon? I trust that His unbounded 
goodness will not suffer me to perish. 

On Saturday, July 18, 1801, at twelve noon Chloe was led to the gallows which 
had been erected just outside of town at the present intersection of High Street and 
Spring Garden Street. The newspaper does not report how large a crowd was 
gathered to watch the hanging of the eighteen year old girl or the identity of those 
who attended her in her last moments. 

SOURCES 

This paper is based entirely on manuscripts and published materials in The 
Hamilton Library of the Cumberland County Historical Society. 

Information on the Carothers family is from the library's Carothers genealogy 
files, tax assessment books 1750-1800, the 1798 Direct or Glass Tax and land 
warrant records. The 1790 and 1800 Federal Census records, Robert Carothers' will 
(Book B 93-95) , John Carothers' will (Book D 172-3), Andrew Carothers' will 
(Book H 460-63), Deed Book 1 H 151 Qohn Carothers to Andrew Carothers) , Deed 
Book N 152 (William &Jean Carothers and Absalom & Isabel Woodward to Samuel 
Strohm) and Silver Spring Presbyterian Church and cemetery records. 

All of Chloe's original bills of sale are preserved in the Hamilton Library 
manuscripts collect ion. It is remarkable that the chain of ownership has come 
down intact, and it is probable that her bills of sale were collected as evidence at 
her trial. Chloe's slave registration is found in Egle's Notes & Queries 4th series, 
val. 2 p. 8. The record of her commitment to jail is in County Records Box 38. The 
first biography of Oliver Pollock did not appear until 1937. Written by James A 
James, it was entitled 0/iuer Pollock, The Life and Times of an Unknown Patriot. 
Fifty years later, Pollock and his immense contribution to the success of the 
American Revolution are still virtually unrecognized. 

Accounts of the murders, the trial and Chloe's conviction are found in Kline's 
Gazette June IO,June 24 ,July 15, &July 22 , 1801. See also Pennsyluania Archiues, 
Ninth Series, II, 1558- N. L. 

Anne Royall's Visit to Carlisle in 1828 

Barbara E. Deibler 

C arlisle was abuzz when the little old lady hit town. But Carlisle was not that 
much of a back-water place in 1828 to get so excited about the arrival of one 

frail, fifty-nine year old woman. Who was this woman who caused some of the 
town's leading citizens to either embrace her with enthusiasm or run and hide? 
She was Mrs. Anne Newport Royall, author of books detailing her travels through 
eastern and southern United States. Travel books were popular items among the 
nineteenth century reading public because most people depended upon them to 
learn about life in other parts of this growing country. Travel among the cities and 
towns of the populated parts of the United States was uncomfortable at best for 
hardy souls of strong constitution, but it was difficult for a poor, frail woman of fifty
nine. However, her books contained more than just pen-pictures of the scenery 
she observed; her sharp comments and rantings against those things she 
considered evil made very interesting reading. She named names and pulled no 
punches. Carlisle citizens knew that one way or another, some of them would be in 
her next book 

Anne Newport was born June 11, 1769 near Baltimore. At the age of about three, 
she was moved with her family to the Pennsylvania frontier near HannasTown in 
Westmoreland County. Pioneers endured not only the hardships of living so far 
from civilization, they also endured Indian attacks. Hannas Town itself was 
destroyed while they lived there. During those ten years, Anne lost both her father 
and step-father. Her mother became disillusioned with frontier life and took Anne 
and baby James to Virginia. Anne's younger sister Mary was left behind with 
another family. The two sisters saw each other only twice again in the next forty 
years. 

In Virginia, Anne's mother took a job as a servant on a farm owned by an 
Anderson family near Staunton. The people of the area who had lived there for 
several generations were losing the independent spirit along with the crude 
manners of the pioneer period. Wealth and status were becoming important, as 
was the distinction between master and servant. The sensitive, young Anne 
Newport found herself relegated to the status of servant. The remainder of her life 
was influenced by her years spent at the Anderson farm. 

During these formative teenage years Anne developed an aggressive nature 
easily offended into angry defense. She also adopted the pretentious airs that later 



became a notorious aspect of her behavior when she swept into a town. It was in 
Virginia that she was forced to attend Sunday services and sit with the servants at 
the Stone Church. The humiliation of her status and the ordeal of the long 
sermons served only to embitter her against most Protestant churches and 
Presbyterian ones in patticular. Her holy crusade against the Presbyterians in later 
years made her legendary. 

When Anne was eighteen, the family left the Anderson farm and went over the 
mountains to Sweet Springs, Virginia. There Anne's mother was hired as house
keeper at the elegant mansion of Major William Royall, a bachelor. Anne was 
delighted with the new situation. William Royall had a large library and was 
pleased when he discovered Anne reading the books. He realized her eagerness to 
learn and assumed the role of her teacher. She received more education than most 
men of her generation. Little time was spent on dull spelling and grammar drills. 
Most of it was spent on the discussion of ideas in history and literature. About ten 
years after Anne arrived at Sweet Springs, she and William Royall were married. She 
was twenty-eight, and he was in his mid-fifties. 

The Royalls lived on the western Virginia frontier for about fifteen years. Upon 
the death of her husband in December 1812, Anne grew restless of life in the 
wilderness, packed her bags and left with her niece on a tour of the South. William 
Royall's will left Anne comfortable, but members of his family decided to contest 
the will. Ten years after her husband's death, Anne lost all claim to his estate. She 
had to come to grips with the fact that she was a penniless widow, so she decided 
to go to Washington to apply for a pension as the widow of an officer of the 
American Revolution. From Huntsville, Alabama, she took a stage coach north to 
the nation's capital. 

The shock of her situation brought on melancholy. Realizing that brooding over 
the problems would only endanger her mental health, she decided that diversion 
was necessary to preserve her sanity, so she noted evety aspect of the journey 
worth remembering and committed them to writing. T11ose notes formed the 
nucleus of her first book Sketches of History, Ll]e and Manners in the United States. 

When she reached Alexandria, she settled there and wrote a part of that first 
book She then went to Richmond to gather the necessary evidence of her late 
husband's setvice before going to Washington. She arrived in Washington on july 
24, 1824, a penniless, ill, fifty-five year old woman who had nothing going for her 
but courage. She lodged in a house near the Capitol. Although she had no money 
to pay for her board and lodging, the family was kind to her and kept her anyway. 

Upon applying to the Pension Office, Anne discovered that she did not quality 
for a pension as the widow of a Revolutionary War officer. According to the law, 
only widows of veterans married prior to 1794 were eligible. Anne had married 
three years too late. Her only hope was an amendment by Congress moving 
forward the limitation on the marriage date by at least four years, before she would 
be qualified for a pension. With dogged determination, she set about to lobby 
Congress to change the law. 

One of her early allies in the fight was Secretary of State john Quincy Adams. He 
even paid in advance for a subscription for the yet unpublished Sketches, invited 
her to call on his wife at their home, and promised his earnest support for her 
pension claim - a promise he sacredly fulfilled through many years. 

It was not until 1848 that Congress passed a pension law which granted the 
widow of Major Royall an allowance of$40 per month. During the twenty- four lean 
years when Anne Royall was in Washington, she haunted the halls of Congress and 
became a very familiar sight. Eventually issues other than the pension received her 
attention and became causes for her lobbying efforts. 

Without an income, Anne depended on the generosity of friends. She 
discovered that being the widow of a Mason often meant that local Masons in 
towns she visited were willing to help her financially. But sometimes she was 
reduced to begging on the streets. When her first book, Sketches, was finally 
published in 1826 she owed a lot of money. Instead of waiting for success to come 
to her, she decided to promote the book in New York She was disappointed in the 
responses she received from newspaper editors. Few copies beyond those already 
subscribed, were sold. Angry and disappointed, she took pen in hand and began a 
second book detailing her travels through eastern Pennsylvania, New York, and 
New England. This would be called The Black Book because, as she explained it, it 
was about the "black deeds of evil doers." 

In 1827 she published a novel, The Tennesseean and set out to promote it as 
well as Sketches. She was beginning to attract attention. A contemporary wrote: "I 
can see her now, tramping through the halls of the Capitol, umbrella in hand, 
seizing upon every passer-by, and offering her book for sale." If Anne Royall was to 
survive, she had to be aggressive.1 

When she was not in Washington selling books or lobbying her cause, she was 
travelling about gathering material for The Black Book. The notes she made for this 
book contained more than descriptions of places she visited. She began to fill the 
pages with warnings to readers to be aware of the rising political ambitions of the 
evangelical Protestant churches. She saw a desire among certain clergy to unite the 
churches into an interdenominational force not only to spread the gospel but to 
wield their power to obtain legislation to eventually unite church and state. She 
perceived the Presbyterian clergy, particularly Dr. Ezra Stiles Ely of Philadelphia 

and the Reverend George Duffield of Carlisle, as the powers behind this move
ment. On july 4, 1827, Dr. Ely preached a long Fourth of]uly sermon proposing the 
establishment of a Christian Party in politics. Dr. Ely had also founded the 
American Tract Society, was principal editor of American Sunday School Union 
materials and had begun the task of rewriting text books. 2 

Anne Royall decided to fight this movement with voice and pen. No shrinking 
violet, Anne planned a trip that would take her into enemy territory. She would 
battle not only the churches but the growing Anti-Masonic movement. She held a 
special place in her heart for Masons, particularly since many helped her. She 
began her crusade on the decks of a boat on the Delaware River steaming toward 
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Trenton, when she dumped overboard the tracts that she found on the decks and 
in the public rooms. The "first shot" was fired. Ever after, Anne Royall's presence 
anywhere guaranteed excitement. 

While working on the third volume of the Black Book she visited Burlington, 
Vermont. Upon her arrival she received calls from ex-Governor Cornelius Van 
Ness, brother of Washington's General Van Ness, and a group of Masons. l11ey 
tame to talk about their town's good points, although they admitted there were 
plenty of "Biueskins," as Mrs. Royall referred to her religious and Anti-Masonic 
enemies. After she visited the two newspapers in town, she made her way to 
Samuel Hickok's general store, known to be "the blueskin's liar." Upon 
introducing herself to Mr. Hickok she requested his patronage. He said he would 
patronize her, but that she should be put in the workhouse. While she was opening 
her subscription list to convince him that she was not a fit subject for the 
workhouse, he opened the front door, picked her up and threw her down the front 
steps and into the street. She lay helpless in the snow. A passerby delivered her by 
sleigh to the tavern where doctors were called to examine her ankle.l11e diagnosis 
was "a contusion, a dislocated ankle, a fracture of the larger bone of the leg, a 
smaller bone broken above the ankle, knee badly sprained and the flesh much 

bruised." 

Ex-Governor Van Ness, representing her as attorney, threatened suit against the 
shopkeeper who tried to squirm out of it by saying a dog pushed her. Out of court 
settlement was made, but Anne would suffer the pain and fear of the "religious 
crazed blueskins" for the rest of her life.3 

After Black Book 1 was published she became very popular. She was in demand 
everywhere she went. Once when she stopped by at the United States Senate, floor 
debate ceased while Senators came to shake her hand. She noticed many had a 
copy of her book on their desks. 

After the second volume of the Black Book was published, Mrs. Anne Royall 
made a celebrated tour of Pennsylvania, at the request of many from the state. The 
tour went smoothly; no "blueskin" had bothered her until she hit Carlisle, then the 
storm broke. Before her visit the Reverend George Duffield of the First 
Presbyterian Church told a gentleman that Anne Royall "was doing more mischief 
than any other person in the United States."4 

In volume I of her Pennsylvania travels she recounted the details of her visit to 

Carlisle: 

Nothing can be more provoking for a tourist who makes pretentions 
at all of describing the country, then to travel in the dark. Day was about 
dawning when we arrived at Carlisle; the r?ad .. from all acc<:)Unts, 
passing through the cream of the state. Th1s distance, 18 m.tles, I 
travelled without light, save the stars. The stage travels from Harns~urg 
to M'Connelstown, over a considerable mountain , in a day, 84 mtles. 

Carlisle is one of the oldest towns in the state, and the headquarters 
of the blue skins, or stockings, as they are very improperly called in Pa. I 

had been solicited for two years back, to visit Carlisle and give them a 
~ressing, as they had become formidable to the peace, safety and 
ltberty ofal~ who refuse? to :eceive the mark of the beast; and if they do 
no.t 15et t~e1r ?ue now, 1t w1ll not be the fault of the pain in my ankle 
[s1cj; as 1t brmgs the sweet creatures to my mind. 

It is useless to repeat a fact too well known, that these Presbyterians 
gl~tted with women and money, have become not only beastly 
w1cked, but are in every part of the U.S. aiming to overturn our govern
ment and establish the regin of terror (Footnote: I have had a little 
foretaste of their g<;)Ve~nment, and shall oppos~ them at the point of my 
pen, as I do not reltsh 1t at all.) The facultyofD1ckenson (sicj, one D. "a 
mighty man before the Lord for corrupting the women," have gone no 
small length in the glorious enterprise. The time was before the reign 
of tracts, when Dickenson, (sic], as well as Princeton college, but 
particularly Carlisle, was distinguished for learning, virtue and talent. 
Some of our first men have been educated at Carlisle, and speak of the 
f~culty at that time in the highest terms, and very justly, no doubt. But 
smce the church and state scheme, which began with the host of 
missionary, bible, tract, education, and other societies, Carlisle being 
the rallying point, as it contained a number of "good sound 
Presbyterians," and headed by a large body of the clergy, has become a 
Sod om of wickedness. This I was told and I found it ten times worse 
than any decent person would dare to repeat.S 

Shortly after she arrived in Carlisle, she received "the only liberal or decent men 
in the place," among them, Dr. W. B. Powell of Kentucky. He accompanied her 
about town, introduced her to several of his friends, and took her to the local 
editors and bookstores. Everything seemed fine until she decided to visit the 
college. Dr. Powell lacked the courage to accompany her there so she went alone. 
She wrote, "Although a female, I should be very sorry to have it said I would flinch 
from an enemy, though the cowards did take the advantage once."6 

It was not until her second day in town that she gathered the courage to go to 
Dickinson. In the meantime, several of the students visited her at the tavern where 
she was staying. She described her visit to the campus thus: 

As I draw near the college I saw a man peeping at me from behind it, 
and immediately drew back his head; (suspect he was looking to see if 
I was one of his pious friends.) Two or three of the students were 
standing near the college, and though they had seen me the preceding 
evening, they stood in such awe of these tyrants that they dared not 
attend me in. As I stood to obtain some sort of information from them 
with respect to the President's room, whom I designed to call on in the 
first place, (as I am not governed by hearsay) a stout, portly, well-fed 
young looking man passed by and kept his face turned from me. I 
asked who that was. "That is Professor Vetic. [i.e. HenryVethake, 1792-
1866, Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy] Had he been a 
gentleman he would have saluted me at least. Is he fit to teach 
youths?- Finding the young men shrunk from all agency in procuring 
me an interview with any of the faculty, I went round to the rear of the 
college to go in, the doors being fast shut in front. I should like to know 
the meaning of this order of things. I found some of the students in the 
entrance, and asking which was Mr. Vetic's room, "There it is behind 
you." I knocked at the door, but received no answer. I knew he must be 



in or in the college somewhere. I turned the bolt and found the door 
was locked, and bending forward I perceived the gentleman screwed 
up in a corner, and the key taken out - so I gave that matter up. I then 
inquired for the President 's room, but no one would give me the 
necessary directions. As I walked on through the passage at a venture, 
one of the students who ca lled on me at the tavern sa id "Come in our 
room Mrs. R. and see Mr. [Joseph, 1790-1862] Spencer, Professor of 
Languages [Latin and Greek]?" I followed the young man in and 
saluting Mr. Spencer, apprised him of my name and business. The 
students whose business it was to introduce me, however, very 
respectfully and invi ted me to take a seat, and bringing me a book 
showed me the lesson, and the students resumed their recita l, which 
they had just commenced as I entered the room.7 

She remained through Professor Spencer's language class and had nothing but 
praise for him and his students. After the class had ended, she walked o ut with Mr. 
Spencer and expressed to him her desire to see President Neale [William Neill , 
President 1824- 1829]. Spencer sent someone to the President's office to see if he 
was in. "He was not, as was supposed, the door being locked and no key." She then 
asked Mr. Spencer to give her a tour of the rest of the college, but he expressed his 
regrets, saying in a voice barely above a whisper, that he could not take the liberty 
since he lacked "control or concern with any part o f the college but his own 
room."8 

She left Professor Spencer and went by Vethake's door again. As she passed, 
someone opened the door to step in , and she got a glimpse of the gentleman. She 
remarked, "He is a well-fed, friar looking man, with a large front and not 
unhandsome features. (Footnote: One Miss C---y who keeps bim at her house, it is 
said, feeds him on dainty bits, and the choicest rarities.) But if you wished to draw 
the ga llows, look at his down countenance."9 

In contrast, she described Professor Spencer as "an Episcopalian priest (and one 
of my favorite fraternity) ... He is a gentleman of young appearance, tall and 
slender, dark complexioned, oval face, soft blue eye, and of mild engaging 
manners." 10 

Thus ended the second day of her visit to Carlisle. But Anne Royall was 
determined to see the President of Dickinson College. Undaunted, on the third 
day, she headed straight for his ho use first thing in the morning. 

The next morning I called at the Rev. President Neale's, when a wild 
beast (what abominable servants all these blueskins have) in the shape 
of a woman opened the door about six inches wide. I asked if the 
President was in? "No, he was gone to the college." I asked if he had 
breakfasted. "No." "Have you had your orders not to open the door? 
Do you take me for a robber?" She was silent. As I was determined to do 
the business I came upon well , I called again in about half an hour. The 
same she monster opened the door and flung it wide open, "Is Mr. N. 
in?" 'Yes, but he is engaged- you cannot see him." I quit the house, 
not at all disappointed, as I expected he wanted both the courage and 
politeness to face me. As I walked across the street to visit the prison, I 
saw his daughters, as I was told, with their heads out of the windows of 
the upper story, peeping at me, and his neat polished domestics had all 

fl ocked from the kitchen, and stood at the gate to satisfY their curiosity. 
A fine President of a college, truly. 11 

Mrs. Royall's mission seemed to have been to gather information respecting 
Dickinson College for inclusion in her book However, she was unsuccessful in 
obtaining it from any official source on the campus. She did manage to get a 
catalogue from a student and used that as her source of the following description: 

As it is I can only say, from a catalogue furnished me through the 
politeness of Mr. VanBibber [William H. , a non-graduate of the Class of 
1830], a student from Frederick county, Mel. that Dickinson college has 
a President, (or rather the name of one,) 6 professors, one female, a 
teacher of modern languages, and a teacher of grammar. It is 
governed by a Board of 33 Trustees, 12 of whom are priests or 
clergymen. There lies the root from whence all evil and wickedness 
have sprung. As these trustees rule Dickinson and approve of no faculty 
but such as pay obedience to their will - mere tools, they draw up the 
rules and see them complied with. There are at this time, it appears, 
126 students, and the charge for each annually $164,25 cents, besides 5 
dollars entrance money. But, regard to the funds, library, and 
everything else relative to the college, I obtained no information.12 

She did not end her tale of Dickinson with the few statistics she gleaned frs>m a 
catalogue. While at the college she met (Hiester Henry Muhlenberg of the Class of 
1829) the son of Henry A. Muhlenberg of Reading. A few weeks before her arrival 
in Carlisle, she had been in Reading and had met the father, a member of Congress 
and a Lutheran clergyman. She had nothing but praise and the deepest respect for 
the gentleman . Of his son's attendance at Dickinson she said: 

I was truly sorry to see the son of Mr. Muhlenberg of Reading, at 
Dickinson, when he had a much better Seminary at Nazareth; and if he 
had not, he had a thousand times better keep him at home, and set him 
to farming or some trade - for from all accounts, and from what I 
witnessed myself, a joseph could scarcely resist temptations at this sink 
of iniquity. The priests, or what you please, have established the reign 
of terror at Carlisle. This appears to have been the hive, from whence 
all the swarms have been hatched. Remote from notice, they have 
manufactured their pious young men at leisure and are able to furnish 
them by wholesale. Thirteen natural children were about to be sworn 
the week I was there, court being in sess ion ; ten, it was said, the court 
before; and some gentleman informed me subsequently there were 
ten to be sworn the ensuing court. In two years, it appears from the 
records which I have, there has been 30 in all. (Footnote: They drown 
them in the canal, in Washington; suppose they have no canal, at C.) 
This is a hopeful place to send youths. Well might they want me to call. 
I have been told that from 40 to 50 students have been seen in the yards 
behind the churches, waiting for the godo,women, doubtless, as there 
are no other sort in Carlisle, and the churches prostituted to the vilest 
purposes! It was further stated to me while there (what I could not 
believe) that their reverences even keep at their houses women to 
draw boarders. 13 

While in Carlisle, Mrs. Royall was in the territory of the Reverend George 
Duffield, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, and considered by her to be one 
of the leaders of the "blueskins." He was well aware that she was in town and 



probably knew it was only a matter of time before she would turn her attention 
from Dickinson and set her sights on him. She did not disappoint him. 

I went to church one night merely to look at their pious doings. The 
gredt Pope D. as he is rightly named, was to preach. My friends had 
procured me a seat, and the hour arrived. As we walked along I 
observed to my friend that D. would not preach. "Oh, he is sure to 
preach." "Oh, he is sure to preach." "Well , you will see." I was pretty 
well convinced he would not face me. "But he will not kn.owyou are to 
be there." What is it they do not know connected with their black 
scheme? My attendant had just pronounced the last word, when we 
approached a lamp post, and by it stood a stout boy, perhaps 15 years 
o ld. The moment I saw him I guessed his business-he was bending 
forward with his eye to catch my appearance, and seeming to ascertam 
my person, ran off before us at full speed. "That boy is gone to give 
them notice," said I - but still my friend appeared not to believe it . 
When we took our seat I observed a shabby dressed man, whom I took 
to be the sexton sitting where it was evident he did not belong, viz. 
upon an elevated seat at an angle with the pulpit. l11e priest had not 
arrived, and I kept my eye on the man. He, in his turn eyed me steadily. 

Meanwhile the people were pouring in, mostly women; but at 
length I saw a man making for the pulpit, and my friend gave me the 
signal that it was Pope D.; and the moment he stepped into the pulpit, 
the watchman went up and whispered to him, stepped down, picked 
up his hat, and went out of the Church with a hasty step, and, in a few 
minutes, another man came in, and delivered the sermon! and I never 
saw D's face, as he stuck his head close down behind the cushion 
board. Now, if every one had the same independence I have, priestcraft 
would soon be banished from our shores. This fellow, though he hid 
from me, can step into the street, at any time, and say, "this orthat shall 
be done," and no one has the courage to contradict him; nd to such a 
pitch of high- handed tyranny and lawless villany have they arrived, that 
people's lives are threatened, and they are now, even this moment, (I 
am noting it) selling off as fast as they can, and leaving the place, as 
those religious ruffians (tyrant is too mild a name for them) will suffer 
none to stay in the place who will not join them. 14 

Besides Dickinson College and the Presbyterian Church, Mrs. Royall also visited 
and wrote about the Poor-House, the Prison, and the Academy. In comparing the 
poor-house in Carlisle with those of Reading and Lancaster, she wrote that 
Carlisle's "is a wretched old building, and the paupers are left to take care of 
themselves, having neither keep nor matron! ... We found a few ragged paupers in 
the bar-room, the building have formerly been a tavern. The room and the paupers 
were covered with filth! What they had to eat I cannot tell - I saw nothing." She 
further described the plight of a poor sick woman who had been in the institution 
for rwo years and who had been ill about six weeks. She had been visited by a 
doctor twice. When Mrs. Royall inquired whether any of the ladies of Carlisle had 
been to visit, the woman said they had not. Anne Royall then took the opportunity 
to scold the "blueskins" for their unchristian feelings toward the poor. 15 

She had kinder words for the prison which she described as being large and 
secured with a high wall, and believed that it would be "the Bastile when the great 

struggle is over." She was pleased that the prison had a keeper even though the 
poor house did not. In her description of conditions there, she wrote : 

The keeper, however, was a mild humane man, and the prison and 
prison yard were neat and clean. But my heart bled, when upon asking, 
as I always do, upon what they were fed, I was told bread and water; 
and one of them, a negro, said, while the tears dried in streaks upon his 
cheeks, "not enough of that." l11is is shameful, and is the law of the 
state, and relates to criminals, as there is no one imprisoned for debt in 
Pennsylvania who gives up their property. But one would think these 
pious females would give those poor creatures a mouthful of cold 
victuals. There were several men in the yard and two females in close 
prison, for some trifling crime, doubtless. I was much pleased with the 
keeper. There were but 21 prisoners in all. 16 

She also had praise for the academy. She wrote that it was "the best institution in 
the place, and the only one that is not ten times worse than nothing. But the 
moment this is known to the Popes and Cardinals it will go down, as they dread 
nothing more than an enlightened society." 

She further described the academy and its faculty: 
Messrs. Skinner and Day, both yankees, are the principals of the 

academy. They have about 100 scholars, quite small boys, and the 
school under the best regulation. No people, I find, excepting the 
Moravians, are better qualified, or have been regulated schools than 
the yankees. Keep away the blackcoats, and theological dens. 

You find very few instructors, excepting the yankees who 
understand or teach grammar or geography. Though this could not be 
properly called anything but a common school, yet I was pleased to see 
the progress of the children, their modesty and intelligent looks -
also with the principals, Messrs. Skinner and Day, both very amiable, 
liberal minded men. This, upon the whole, is a flourishing seminary, 
and promises well. If the funds of Dickinson were applied to this 
academy it might benefit the community. Nor can I see any good 
purpose in chartering these colleges, and suffering them to be filled 
with swarms of priests until they have become the terror of the land. I 
did not visit the theological college, being wid it was, as usual, a den of 
serpents. It was a large gloomy looking building, with the windows 
and doors shut up like a Spanish inquisition. 17 

For all her crusading, Anne Royall was not a supporter of women's suffrage. 
However, in her own way, she believed in equal rights. She was very critical of the 
Presbyterian women of Carlisle for becoming involved in all sorts of activities at 
the church but ignoring social problems that existed in the community where they 
could have been of some help. On the evening she attended the service at the 
Presbyterian church, she noted: 

When the preacher was done - "the female tract society will meet 
on Monday night, the female bible society will meet on Tuesday night, 
the female education society will meet on Wednesday night, and then 
he ran on with the female foreign and female domestic missionary 
societies." Now, that any set of men would tamely sit and listen to such 
abominations, is not only degrading themselves to a poor pitiful herd 
of slaves, but to suffer the whole female sex, their wives, sisters, 



daughters, and future wives, to be so completely under the dominion 
of these wicked priests argues them lost to all sense of shame, 
principle, honor, and virtue. 

After her visit to the poor house, she asked her "good sound Presbyterian" 
landlady, " if you are so godly, why do you not visit that poor, aged , fr iendless, sick 
woman, at the poor house? Not one of you hypocrites have been to see her, nor 
have you sent her one cent, and instead o f giving money to great sturdy fellows 
who are able to work, why do you not give it to this po01·woman?" The befuddled 
landlady replied that she did not have time to visit the poor house. Where up.on 
Mrs. Royall "knocked her down with a text of scripture - 'I was an hungered, stck 
etc.' " l11e landlady replied that people were hired to take care o f paupers. But 
Anne Royall countered with : "But you see madame they do not take care o f them; 
why do you not see that these people take care of them, vile hypocrite?" It is a 
wonder she still had a place to stay after the tongue lashing she gave that landlady. 
She proudly remarked : "Pope Duffi e ld, I dare say, never preached sounder 

doctrine to her in his life." 19 

Anne Royall observed: "There are more churches, more old maids, and more 
wickedness in Carlisle, than in any town of the same population in the United 
States." She had nothing but disdain for "gangling o ld maids, whose looks have 
terrified every man from ever making proposals o f matrimony to them. "20 .From 
her travels, she concluded that "these priest-ridden towns abound, however, m o ld 
maids, and it seems a goodly number of these in Carlisle." One that she selected 
for patticular attention, was Miss C of Dickinson College: 

. . . the co/one/of t he corps of old maids; she is also at the head oft~e 
college, and called the 6th projess01~ and anyone who wisl:es to o~tam 
holy orders, or obtain information on secular matters; tf ~ny pto.us 
miss io naty calls to reveal to the p ious sisterhood the mystenes o ffatth 
and urge home the truths o f the gospel , Miss Cis the gamut. Sho~ld any 
misunderstanding take place between Dr. Ely and the othet good 
sound Presbyterians, Miss C is the wo~an. If ~ny fl a:V or crack happens 
to mar the reputation of any pious stster, Mtss. C ts. the one that can 
mend it. If any student is defi cient in the qualtficattons ~o.r a degre~; 
only give Miss C. a piece of poundcake, and that mattet ts settle~ . 
Poundcake is said to have been sent all the way fro m Tennessee to Mtss 
c. 

Anne Royall had kinder words for the men of Carlisle, with the e~~eption of 
George Duffie ld and his fo llowers. Upon her arrival in town she was v ts tt~d by r:tr. 
j ohn Ervine, "Clerk o f the coutt and quite a gentleman." She futt her descnb~d htm 
as "a young man, low of stature, with an open, smiling countenance, very fnendly 
and affable - but he does not belong to the blackcoat party, and o f course 
rendered me (as he ought) many o ffi ces o f kindness during my visit.

22 

The Honorable William Ramsey, a member of Congress, also called on her 
shortly after her arrival. She described him and the other gentlemen callers as the 
"cream of Carlisle." An1ong the others were: Dr. W. B. Powell , Messrs. H. Gallagher, 
William A. Biddle, Samuel McCaosky, Dr. G. D. Foulke, G. Smith, the Reverend 
j ohn A. Ebaugh, Hon. Judge Lyne, Col. McFeely, ]. Taylor, Esq., and Doctors 

Bedford and Sanderson.23 

She described Mr. Ga llagher as being "a very accomplished young man, with a 
tall fine turned figure, a fa ir oval face, and a soft mild blue eye." Mr. Biddle was 
related [first cousin, on~e re~o~ed] to Nicholas Biddle, President of the United 
States Bank and "resembles him very much. He is young and a stout good figure, 
round full fair face, and very expressive countenance; he is a very amiable man of 
pleasing manners, and an attorney." Colonel McFeely "is one of the finest men in 
the world; he is a middle aged man, and midd li ng height, with a fu ll round face, 
pock marked, and his countenance and manners are benevolence itself. " Judge 
Lyne "is one of the first men in Carlisle, and tho ugh rather silent, is a man of 
genteel easy manners, and , from all accounts, of sterling worth. He is a middle 
aged man, and sto utly made, with an open manly countenance; he is also an 
attorney." Mr. McCosky, an attorney, "is a tall good figure, fair oval face, and bright 
blue eye- (Pennsylvania is remarkable for blue eyes, as New York is for black.) 
He is a young man of e legant manners and vel)' manly countenance.' G. D. Foulke 
and G. Smith" are also very amiable p leasant men. "24 

l11e Rev. ]. Ebaugh was pastor of the German Reformed Church. While in 
Carlisle, Anne visited his church also, and was very pleased with his sermon 
delivery. She described him as "a German, and vel)' much like the Lutherans in his 
preaching and manners. He was free from those long prayers and long faces of his 
neighbors, easy and jocular in his manners and conversation . .. He has a good 
round honest German face, and gay open countenance ... Mr. Ebaugh became a 
great favor ite with me and I would say he was an honest parson. "25 

Mr. Taylor was "an Irishman gentleman of vety gentlemanlike manners, a 
handsome person, and quite a young man ; his complexion is fair, his face round 
and full , with a fine large full blue eye; his countenance is honest, striking and 
manly." Dr. G. Saunderson, of Mulbeny Farm, "isan aged pleasant gentleman,and 
a great friend of the Greeks. He expresses his good will towards them in poet!)', 
and brought me a specimen of his talents. "26 

She also mentioned receiving Dr. Bedford, who kept an evening school; Mr. 
Bayley, a music teacher, and Mr. Storton. The editor o f the Carlisle Gaz ette, Mr. 

· Wightman, also ca lled o n her. She greatly ad mired him for his independence and 
later his decision to pub lish a lette r of hers which became known as the in fa mous 
"Carlisle Letter. "27 

Anne Royall spent four days in Carlisle. She wrote enough about it to have been 
there a month. l11e narrative occupies thi rty-two pages of the first volume of her 
Pennsylvania travels. Before she le ft the town on the stage to Chambersburg, she 
commented a little o n its history and geography: 

Carlisle is one of the o ldest towns in the State, and was originally laid 
out under the proprietary government of the Penn fami ly, and 
ornamented, formerly, with extensive commons, which have, within 
tbirty years, been sole! 

Carlisle is the only town I have seen in the State without a j ackson 
pole .2s 



This borough is situated in a vale of fourteen miles width, as rich, 
level and beautiful as heart could wish. It lies between the Blue Ridge 
on the west and another small m·ountain on the east. This valley 
extends nearly to one hundred miles in length, and as to soil and 
cultivation is a perfect Eden- all limestone land. Fine water and every 
species of grain and grass abound in greater perfection than in any part 
of the state; and excepting the Blue Mountains, which run_ through the 
county, this fertility extends to the Tuscarora Mountams, beyond 
Chambersburg. 

Carlisle is the capital of Cumberland county it is . .. eighteen miles 
from the metropolis of the state, and 120 mile west from P~iladelphia. 
It is regularly laid off, the streets are wide, and the town IS close and 
compactly built. It has a court-house, a jail, a market-house, a very poor 
house indeed, Dickinson College, an academy, and a theological 
school, 7 churches, and about 2,500 inhabitants. 

Most of the old buildings are stone, but those recently built are of 
brick, and very neatly executed. The public buildings, excepting the 
poor house, are large fine buildings, particularly the churches. _It 
exceeds any place for extravagance in the size and cost of churches m 
the United States. . . The size, workmanship, furniture and 
unconscionable number of churches of Ca~lisle, all jum~led up into 
such a small compass, if we had not other ev1dence of the 1gnorance of 
the people on one side, and the knavery of the clergy on the other, 
would alone be sufficient .. . 

There are several beautiful squares in Carlisle. Old mother 
Dickinson, as the college is called, sits on o ne of these; otherwise it is a 
poor apology for a college, being a small old fashioned stone house. 
Thus much for the once learned, flourishing, wealthy and fashionable 
Carlisle. It has more the appearance of a besieged city than ~nything 
else at this time. No cheerfu l voice -all sour and sad. Those m power 
have a fierce , savage look Those who opposed them till r~sista~ce is 
vain are pale and dejected, and I would not be surpnsed, 1f the 
Legislature does not interfere, (as doubtless it can withdraw the funds 
of the college) to hear of a massacre at Carlisle . ... 29 

She had been asked to visit the town and "give them a dressing." And a 
"dressing" she did give them, in a letter to John Wightman, editor of the Carlisle 
Gazette. The letter was not only published in Carlisle but in newspapers 
throughout the state. While in Bedford, she called at the newspaper office only to 
discover the editor busy reprinting the "Carlisle Letter" in the Bedford Gazette. 
The people had borrowed the original until it wore out. According to Mrs. Royall, 
"This letter excited much interest in the State, as it was the first attempt to expose 
the wickedness of Carlisle. "3° Those who had invited her to Carlisle were not 
disappointed in the "dressing" she gave. The infamous letter ended: 

The vilest hypocracy! Do they learn this out of the_ Bible? This 
outrage upon the right of hospitality is disgraceful. It w1ll not ~o_und 
well to the world because it shows the danger of those reltg1ous 
tyrants. Not an editor in the place, I am told, with the exception of 
yourself, has the courage to publish any liberal sentiment!-:- so ~uch 
so are they afraid of incurring the displeasure of the pnest-ndden 
gentry. But I hope my friends the editors w ill sound the alarm from one 

en~ ?f the Union to the other to put our country on its guard against 
rel1g1o_u~ tyranny. I was told in Carlisle, that many who did not, would 
have v1s1ted me, but were afraid of the blue-skins !- Mark this yewho 
prize your liberty! It savors of church and state .3I ' 

However, Anne Royall was not to have the last word. While in Bedford, she 
received a letter she described as be ing from one of the "she monsters" of Carlisle. 

This letter was mailed in Carlisle , and was returned there with a view 
of finding out the writer. It was the most obscene piece ever penned. I 
~hawed it to a number of gentlemen at Bedford, and they pronounced 
It ~he mo~t beastly and shocki,ng piece of obscenity they ever saw, and 
sa1d that 1t must be a woman s production, as no man could be found 
vile enough to pen such a piece. Thus our sex is scandalized by their 
shameful partiality for priestsJ2 

The letter was returned to the Postmaster in Carlisle for identification then sent 
to the School Committee of the Pennsylvania Legislature in Harrisburg. 

Anne continued her tour of Pennsylvania, going to Pittsburgh after leaving 
Bedford. She remained for a time in the western part of the state, visiting with her 
sister and making s ide trips into Ohio and western Virginia, before heading east to 
return to Harrisburg. On her way to Carlisle, she had passed through Harrisburg 
and spent a day there resting and visiting with the Governor. On her return to 
Harrisburg to attend the s itting of the General Assembly, she avoided Carlisle, 
having chosen instead to travel down the Juniata and Susquehanna from 
Lewistown. The citizens of Carlisle had not yet recovered from her last visit and she 
was not about to return. 

On February 18, 1832, the Trustees of Dickinson College voted to suspend 
operations at the end of the session. 'TI1is was noted briefly in March 31, 1832 issue 
of Niles' Weekry Register: 

Dickinson College, which has been the peculiar object of state
patronage, and had the advantage of location in the beautiful village of 
Carlisle, in the center of Pennsylvania, has ceased operations. 
Reason---too much sectarianism and too little true piety.33 

Anne Royall was not responsible for Dickinson's closing but it is safe to assume 
that she rejoiced at the news. 
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What's in a Name? 
Carlisle 

jennifer Huntz inger 
9th Grade, Carlisle Intermediate High School 

Carlisle, the county seat of Cumberland County, was founded in 1751. It is the 
oldest borough in Cumberland County and the third oldest town in Pennsylvania 
west of the Susquehanna River. 

The Act of Assembly created Cumberland County in January 1749/ 50. The 
selection of the site for the county seat needed the Governor's approval, so the 
"Act" named five commissioners who were to help decide on the location of this 
site. The commission included Robert McCoy, Benjamin Chambers, David Magaw, 
James McEntire, and John McCormick. 

When the creation of a county was announced, interested residents immediately 
submitted petitions with suggestions of sites for the county seat. Thomas Cookson, 
who had been appointed by Governor James Hamilton to appraise the proposed 
sites, noticed that people from the different parts of the county wanted the site to 
be in their own neighborhood. But by March 1, 1749/ 50, the choices had been 
narrowed down to five proposed sites. These sites were: a proprietary manor on 
the west shore of the Susquehanna, Shippensburg, a town on the Conocheague 
Creek (present-day Chambersburg), a site on the LeTart Spring, and a site on the 
Big Spring. 

The first three sites were rejected. The first site was on the extreme edge of the 
county, and a town with an inadequate water supply was already present at 
Shippensburg. The Conocheague Creek site gave ·access to the West, but a town 
there would benefit only local traders. Cookson concluded that the ideal site 
would lie somewhere between the LeTart Spring and the Big Spring. 

Thomas Penn, son of William Penn and proprietor of Cumberland County, 
thought in May of 1750 that the choice of the site should be located between the 
Big Spring and the Conocheague. He believed that the town should be near the 
Great Road (present U.S. Rte. 11) and have access to the Big Spring, but should not 
be directly on either one. Though Penn's site choice also was rejected, if it had 



The last of tbe cast iron signs erected in tbe 1920s on state routes by tbe Pennsylvania 
Higbway Department. It stands on tbe f om7er Tbornwald property marking tbe Walnut 
Bottom Road 

been used, Carlisle would now be the present Newville. Being the proprietor, 
Penn declared that no matter where the town site was, the town was to be called 
Carlisle, after Carlisle, the county seat of Cumberland County, England. 

The town had been surveyed in 1751 when it was established, but in 1762 
Colonel john Armstrong was employed by the proprietaries of Pennsylvania to re
survey Carlisle, and he then laid out the main streets as they are today. The two 
main streets of Carlisle are Hanover Street (which runs North-South) and High 
Street (which runs East-West). High Street was originally called Main Street when 
the town was first laid out. Two blocks in each direction from the two main streets 
are North, South, East, and West Streets. These four streets were the "inner-city" 
limits of Carlisle in 1762. 

Though there was much argument as to where Carlisle should be located, 
Carlisle's name was always predestined. 
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Publications of Interest 

Using Historical Documents: An introduction to historical research using 
documents from .the collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. By 
Lelage Kanes (Philadelphia: Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1986.) Pp. a-m, 
146. Illustrated. $10.00 softcover. 

During the 1980s public record repositories have led the way in making a 
commitment to education in history and in recognizing that primary sources 
can be humanizing links to the past. Supplemental teaching manuals or 
educational kits recently published for teachers include: Kathleen Roe's 
Teaching With Historical Records (Albany, 1981 ) ; Roy Turnbaugh, Jr.'s 
Windows to the Past: A Selection of Illinois County Records from 1818 to 1880. 
(Springfield, Ill., 1982); Sidney McAlpin et al,]ourneys to the Past: Historical 
Documents of Washington (Seattle, 1983); and Robert E. Bailey's and Elaine 
Shemoney Evans' Early Chicago, 1883-1871; A Selection of City Council 
Proceedings Files (Springfield, Ill., 1986). The national arch ives of Canada, 
Ireland and the United States have also produced supplemental teaching units. 
What these resource packets have in common is their offering of facsimiles of 
documents and structured introductions to primary source research. 

This newest offering for educators of high school and college history 
students is by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP), a non-public 
repository. Using Historical Documents . .. , which was developed by the HSP's 
Education Department, is part of the Society's "ongoing effort to make its wealth 
of resources available to an ever larger public" (page 6). Unlike the guidebooks 
listed above, the subject matter contained here is less parochial , because it 
covers the historical experiences of blacks and women in mid-19th centuty 
Philadelphia as they worked to abolish slavery, to improve living conditions, 
and to strive for full equality. To be sure, how it was that blacks and women in 
Philadelphia organized themselves for full participation in American life is part 
of a national theme. 

The 142 pages of documents are organized around four topics: The 
Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society; the tragic history ofPennsylvania Hall 
(1838); the controversial wedding of Angelina Grimke and Theodore Weld, 



1838; and the Underground Railroad. Each topic is preceded by a brief intro
duction placing it in a historical context and is followed by a set of questions 
which wi ll draw students into making careful document analysis and into 
synthesizing evidence from the past with historical imagination. The most 
important reference documents for the topic are listed with dates and the pages 
where they can be found in the guidebook Finally, suggested activit ies for 
students to work on alone or with the class are to be found at the end of each 
section. 

The guidebook contains some fifty-five individual primary source 
documents and eyewitness accounts. Included are excerpts from annual 
reports, minutes of meetings, diaries, letters, treasurer's rep01ts, newspapers 
articles, petitions and classified advertisements. In order to get students to see 
what experienced historians create from their work with primary sources, the 
research team included excerpts from Gerda Lerner's The Grimke Sisters From 
South Carolina, Rebels Against Slaue1y (Boston, 1967). 

In general, Using Historical Documents is the result of careful and reasoned 
planning. There is unfottunately some unevenness in the quality of the 
facsimiles. There are some minor typos and one might have included a 
bibliography for futther reading. Laying aside these quibbles, however, it is safe 
to say that this guidebook is a notable resource for teachers in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, as well as in other parts of the country. It goes a long way 
in making teachers become more proficent in using historical records in their 
classrooms but also in helping students to develop research, writing and critical 
thinking skills. (This is significant when one considers how the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education has allowed the teaching of history to be eroded in 
the high school curriculum during the last generation.) The book is 
inexpensively priced. Doubtless, we must thank the six corporate sponsors 
listed on page b. All in all this volume shows a clear commitment by a private 
society to expand its user groups. The Cumberland County Historical Society 
needs to accept a similar challenge. 

Oberlin College Roland M. Baumann 

Partial List of Cumberland County 
Publications in Print 
Order. your copy by sending a check (adding 6% sales tax and 85¢ postage and 
handlmg) to the Society at 21 North Pitt Street, P.O. Box 626, Carlisle 17013). 

Biographies 

jim Thorpe: Carlisle Indian. Wilbur Gobrecht. $3.00 

Peter Chartier: Knave of the Wild Frontier. William Hunter. $2.50 

William Thompson: A Shooting Star. Allan Crist. $2.50 

George Stevenon: Consei·vative as RevolutionmJ!. Roland Baumann. $3.00 

Community History 

Planning of Carlisle and its Center Square. James Flower. $5 

james Silver and his Community. Norman Keefer. $2 

HistOIJ! of Cumberland County. Conway Wing. Reprint $40 

18th and 19th Century Courthouses. Murray and Flower. $2.25 

Camp Hill, A History Robert G. Crist. $23 including tax and mailing. 

Other 

Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, R. H. Pratt. Reprint. $3 

The Lyceum in Carlisle and Cumberland County. Warren Gates. $2.25 

Index to the Biographical Annals of Cumberland County. Cordelia Neitz. $5 

Three Cumberland County Woodcarvers: Schimmel, Mountz and 
Ban-et. Milton E. Flower, $10. ' 

Guide to the Historical Markers of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. $1.00 

Cumberland County HistOJ)I. Previous Issues, $5.00 
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