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RE PORT 

HE year just  closed has been characterized  by the usual 

activity along the various l ines of work of the Association, 

as the Historical Society of Cumberland County.  

P U B LIC  ME E T IN G S AN D  P AP E R S.  

The monthly public meetings have been held regularly, ac-

cording to the printed program, sent to members not in arrears, 

at  the beginning of the year, at  which papers upon historical 

subjects have been read and discussed. The attendance upon 

these meetings and interest  manifested in the discussions 

indicate a growing appreciation of the work of the Association. 

Some of these papers have been published by the Association. 

The publication of others has been in many cases delayed by the 

t ime required by their authors for their completion in details. 

Whilst  the delay in publication is to be regretted,  the reading of 

such uncompleted monographs, or rather preliminary notes to 

valuable monographs, is desired and en couraged, as tending to 

arouse peculiar interest by this discussion, by which also facts 

are frequently elicit ed that  contribute to the accuracy and 

completeness of the publication. In this connection it  is proper 

to mention the paper of unique historical  value, prepared at  the 

request  of the Association and published  under its auspices by 

Gen. R. H. Pratt , the "Suggester, and Superintendent from 

Septenher 1879 to July 1904 of the Indian Industrial  School" at 

Carlisle Pa., on the "Origin, Purposes. Progress and the 

Difficult ies Surmounted" in connection with that institution.  

MEMBERSH IP.  

The membership remains substantially the same in numbers  

the inevitable losses being made up by new accessions. The 

distribution of the membership throughout the county is 

gratifying as indicating that the Association is not merely a 

local institution. The attendance on the public meetings is 

not restricted to members, and, as a matter of fact, of the 

attendance of those not members, women constitute a large 

proportion, and 
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their interested presence and frequent part icipa tion in the 

discussions contribute greatly to the success of the meetings. A 

paper on the regular program for the present year, on a subject of 

great  local interest, has been assigned to a woman. It is na tural, 

under these circumstances, that the ques tion as to the eligibil ity 

of women to membership in the Association should be asked with 

increasing frequency. The only reply that  can be made is, that 

there is nothing prohibit ive, in the charter or in the Constitution, 

of the election of women to full membership with all the 

priveleges and responsibil it ies that implies, but that  at the t ime 

of the organization of the Association it  seemed best  to confine 

the election of members to males, and unvaring practice since 

then has almost grown into unwritten la w. At the same time 

another restrict ion on membership was the large entrance fee 

required, and the exceeding care in the selection of members. A 

few years ago the entrance fee was reduced to two dollars. with 

an annual due of one dollar, and the chief qual ification for 

membership was made an interest  in the purposes of the 

Association, and an expressed desire to become a member. This 

change has not only led to increased membership, but has proved 

of advantage in every way. Whether the election of women to 

membership by relaxation of the practice, might not prove a 

corresponding advance is a question, the decision of which rests 

by the constitution, entirely with the Directors of the 

Association. It may be stated that as a rule, with few ex certions, 

women are not only eligible to membership in other local 

historical  societies of the State, but also as a fact , that  in many of 

them women fill  important offices and are active members of 

various committees, thus contributing in every way to the 

efficiency of the organizations. It  should, however, be made 

perfectly clear that  in according eligibil ity to membership in the 

Association to women it is not implied, or necessarily expected, 

that those interested in the meetings and participating in the dis-

cussions, and otherwise promoting the work of the Association 

should assume the responsibil it ies and duties of membership. 

That would be a matter entirely for the determination of each  
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individual, and probably not many would desire to become 

members. These would not be as cordially welcome as at present 

to the meetings but would be expected to participate as freely in 

the discussions. 

LIBRARY.  

The files of the local  newspapers have been kept up and 

securely bound. The valuable Magazine of History, published 

by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania at  Philadelphia, 

consist ing of 32 volumes, has been completed by gift  and pur -

chase, and is continued by subscription. The Pennsylvania Ger -

man and the other historic magazines have also been regularly 

received. A number of books have been given to the l ibrary or 

obtained by exchange and some have been added by purchase, 

as the other necessary demands on the l imited income of the 

Association have permitted. 

HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. 

Through the persistent activity of Capt. Wm. E. Miller, the 

Secretary and also Chairman o f the Historical  Committee, in  

every direction, many valuable add it ions to the objects of local 

interest have been made. These have been obtained almost ex -

clusively as gifts. Among the many who have contributed may 

be specially mentioned, by reason of the number, variety and 

value of the objects given, Miss Emelin K. Parker, daughter of 

the late John Brown Parker. Esq., who has enriched the collec -

t ion from the accumulations of one of the oldest  and most promi -

nent families of the Borough with documents, books, periodicals 

and numerous objects of great  general as well as local interest, 

and has recently presented a richly embroidered silk coat and 

vest , in excellent state of preservation, of about 1776, a most 

unique and valuable specimen of a costume of that period. It has 

been cared for and displayed in a separate case.* 
 

 *See frontispiece.—The costume was worn by John Brown, maternal uncle of  Isaac Brown Parker, grand uncle 

of John Brown Parker. He was, 1777-1782, Secretary of the State Board of War, 1783-1794 Assistant 

Paymaster General. He was brought up in the counting house of Robert Morris, enjoyed the friendship of 

Washington, Benjamin Rush, Commodore Barry, and was the intimate personal friend of John Paul Jones, with 

whom his correspondence was extensive, and he became possessor of many of his most interesting personal 

articles, among them the pistol worn at the fight of the Bon Homme Richard with the Serapis. He was born in 

Ireland.  
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FO U N D E R S '  WE E K P HI L A D E L P H I A .  

Request  was made by the Committee havin g in charge the 

Historical  Exhibit  made by the City of Philadelphia during the 

Founders Week celebration last  October, for the loan of certain 

historical  objects in the Collection of the Asso ciation, most of 

which had been displayed at  the Jamestown Exhibit ion. As the 

request  was from a municipal  corporation, within the State, and 

accompanied by guarantee of proper care and safe return, the 

Directors felt that  it was proper to accede to th e request. The 

art icles have all be returned in good condition, without cost  to 

the Association. 

L IS T  O F C U MB E R L A N D  CO U NT Y P U B L IC A T IO NS .  

This l ist  suggested in the report  of 1905, and subsequent 

ones, is being added to, but it  is far from complete. It  is n ot, 

properly speaking a l ist  of 'imprints' in its narrowest sense. The 

word 'imprint ' is so variously defined that there is considerable 

confusion in its use. In its narrowest sense, as suggested by the 

the Federation of Historical Societies of Pennsylvani a, it  is con-

fined to the t itle page and the information it containes. The l ist 

proposed for this Association, as historic record, is designed to 

be much more comprehensive, and to embody all information of 

local  historical interest,  especially in regard t o the earl ier 

publications. It  aims therefore, to include, as of great  interest 

every publication of which the author was a resident of Cumber -

land County as well as those of the publisher or printer of which 

was a resident. The system of Hildeburn in his "List  of Issues of 

the Press of Pennsylvania" is followed in a general  way, as far as 

practicable, to give uniformity to the record. Correspondence is 

solicited in regard to any books suitable for the l ist , in possess ion 

of individuals. 

B IB L IOG R A P HY O F C U MB E R L AN D  CO U N T Y.  

Th e co mmen cement o f a co mp let e Bibl io graph y o f Cu mb er -

l and Count y was su ggest ed  a t  th e same t ime as th e p reced in g,  

with  wh ich it  is no r t o b e con foun d ed , as it  is ent irel y 



 

independent of it  and it  is concerned with a  subject. It  aims to 

l ist , with precise reference, any publication containing anything 

in any way relating to Cumberland County or any part of it . Such 

a bibliography must necessarily be a growth, and of increasing 

value each year. 

PHOTO-RECORDS.  

Continued effort  is being made to secure photographs of old 

land marks, documents, and objects of historic interest.  The 

cooperation of many expert Amateurs would assist greatly in ex -

tending this work. Attention is again called to the fact , that 

complete data, upon which the value of such photographs greatly 

depends, should accompany any photographs sent to the 

Association. Circulars relating to the work will be furnished 

anyone on application. 

EQUIPMENT AND NEEDS.  

No unusual expenditure upon  the building has been requir -

ed during the year, but cases and shelves have been required by 

the numerous accessions to historical  collection and for the ac -

commodation of files of perodicals. These have been added out 

of the income of the Association wit h a regard to the permanent 

needs and character of the l ibrary. At the present rate of growth 

of the collection, an enlargement of the building in the near fu -

ture will  become a necessity. Fortunately there is ample ground, 

and the building readily adapts itself to enlargement at 

comparatively small  cost , with the addit ion of a commodious 

fire-proof vault; for al though the building is comparatively 

secure on a lot  of its own, detached from other buildings, of 

brick with metall ic roof, and only two stories  high, a fire-proof 

vault ,  as suggested, would give more comfortable assurance of 

the complete safety of many irreparable art icles of great  local 

interest,  to say nothing of many of great  intrinsic value.  

FINANCES. 

The income of the year has been confined  as usual to the 

dues of the members and an appropriation of 8185 by the Com- 
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missioners of the County. The necessary expenditures for fuel 

l ight, janitor's services, insurance, care of bui lding and grounds, 

absorb a large portion of this. Most of the surplus is expended in 

the regular work of the Association, as binding, including the 

files of newspapers, subscriptions to historical  magazines. 

printing programs, reports, papers read before the association, 

and leaving but a small  balance to be expended for hooks and 

objects of interest,  as it  has been the policy of the Directors to 

confine the expenditures to the receipts of the year from all 

sources. Altogether the Association, as a working organization, 

is in a highly satisfactory condition, and with the l imited resour -

ces is accomplishing an important work that  otherwise might be 

left undone, and it is appreciative of the recognition and en -

couragement of those interested in the "elucidation and preserva-

tion of the history of the Country." 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES F. HIMES 

January 19, 1909. President. 
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